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Seats the Seventy-three Members imprifoned for pro-

tejiing
in Favour of Briffbt and his Adherents.

CH. XV. 1^4< - IN the congratulations which the convention

received from all quarters of the republic, and from

feveral ofthe armies, on the overthrow of Robefpierre,

they were extolled for magnanimity, public fpirit, and

courage ;
and they were not lefs ready to receive, than

the country was to beftow, thefe expreffions of ap-

plaufe. The 27th of July, or, as they called it, le neuf

Thermidor^ was celebrated as one of the glorious days

of the revolution, and particularly honourable to the

members of the convention who had aflifled in the

defeat of the tyrant ; but thofe who examined the

tranfadions
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tranfaclions with more fcrupulous attention perceived OH. XV.

that it was only a conqueft achieved by interefted
^94-.

individuals, rendered defperate through fear, over a

colleague who had grown too mighty, and who

threatened many of them with immediate deftruction.

The courfe of the debate proved that the fyflem of

terror was not to be attacked, but the perfonal terrors

of a few deputies to be allayed ; nay fome of the ac-

cufations againfl Robefpierre were founded on his not

having enforced to its greaten: excefs that odious

fyflem. Tallien and Freron had been the previous

evening expelled the jacobin club, and they, with

Cambon, Vadier, Billaud de Varennes, Collot d'Her-

bois, Bourdon de 1'Oife, and Legendre, were known-

to be exprefsly marked out as objects of the vengeal- ^
of Robefpierre. None of thefe men could, with any

appearance of juftice, exclaim againft the fyflem of

terror; and therefore their exertions were chara&erifed

only by fear, and their accufations were ridiculous,

incongruous, and fuch as could be advanced only by
men who faw that their lad appeal would be violence,

and their only refource, if vanquished, patience.

Vadier charged Robefpierre with having protected

Catherine Theos, calling the report refpe&ing her a

ridiculous myflical farce
;
while it could be proved that

this poor fanatic had a correfpondence with BergafTe,

the duchefs of Bourbon, and Mr. Pitt. On this

fubjeft, reafon and humanity were undoubtedly on

the fide of the dictator.

B 2 Camboa
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CH. XV. Cambon complained of nothing but the jufl con-

tempt exprefled by Robefpierre for his financial cal-

culations. Barrere, Tallien, and the reft, did not

blame him for leading the committees and the con-

vention into atrocious and deftructive meafures, but

for calumniating thofe bodies in their energetic and

revolutionary career.

The charges againft St. Jufl, Le Bas, Dumas, and

the other adherents of the dictator, were of a fnnilar

nature: Tallien alone ventured to intimate difappro-

bation of the proceedings of the revolutionary tribunal;

but he fpeedily retrieved his character by exclaiming,
" not that I mean to be confidered a modere \

I require

only that the prefident of the revolutionary tribunal

^ould treat the prifoners with decency." He did not

object to the law which daily fent three or four fcore

perfons unheard to the fcaffold, but only to the want

of politenefs in their afiaflins *.

A fhrong proof of the total indifference of the

vanquifhers of Robefpierre to all but their own

perfonal concerns, is, that nearly fixty victims were

on their road to the place of execution during the

conflict of the parties : the guard was called away by
Henriot, yet no member of the convention, no indi-

vidual in the whole city, had the courage to demand a

reprieve for thefe unhappy victims
; the opponents of

the dictator required no relaxation of the laws of

* See Prud'homme, vol. VI. p. 470.

blood
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blood, and the people juftly imagined that either party CH. XV.

gaining the victory would, mod probably,

humanity a crime*.

Yet thofe confequences which could not be con-

fidently expected, immediately refulted from the fall

of Robefpierre. No one of his aflailants was fuffi-

ciently ftrong or popular to occupy the pre-eminent

ftation from which he had been expelled, and no party

had fufficient confidence in any leader to join their

efforts for his elevation to fo dangerous an afcendency.

After the conteft, the popular fentiment was flrongly

expreffed in favour of the prifoners, and, by evident

implication, againil the laws which occafioned their

immenfe increafe ;
and the divifion of the committee

of public fafety rendered it impoffible to furnifh, at

the moment, a fufficient weight of talent or authority

to fupprefs the effect of that fentiment.

The divifion of the committee of public fafety was

alfo attended with another unforefeen confequence.

During the ftruggle between Robefpierre and his late

fervile adherents, the fmall remnant of the Briffotines,

who had been generally the moft defpifed ofmankind

in the convention, who were frequently defcribed by
the contemptuous appellative of toads ofthemarjh, at-

tempting to crawl up the fides of the mountain,

became fuddenly elevated into unexpected importance.

Vadier, Tallien, and their faction, when they had

* Mils Williams's Letters, vol. III. p. 183.

thrown
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CH. XV. thrown down the gauntlet againft Robefpierre, were

traverfing the plain, inlifting individuals in their

caufe by all the arts of intreaty and promife ;
while

the dictator himfelf, in hopes of gaining their fupport,

called to them in the name of virtue, and boafted the

efforts he had ufed to prevent the affaffmation of

their imprifoned friends *.

The members of the Plain, though they had re-

luctantly confented to form an alliance with their in-

veterate perfecutors, foon began to find the beneficial

refults of their conduct in an increafed political im-

portance, and entertained hopes of refuming the pre-

ponderance of which their leaders had been fatally

deprived on the 3iftofMay, 1793. They ufed every

effort to augment the popular clamour for the return

of humanity ; they fought adherents by promifing the

prifoners a fpeedy melioration of their lot, and even

that they mould regain their liberty if unjuftly de-

tained. The people hailed thefe promifes with

expreilive joy ; and it was foon expected that every

trace of the late horrors would be obliterated, and a

more jufl and lenient fyftem rife on the ruins.

Againfl thefe expectations, however, fome obftacles

ftill prefented themfelves ; the men of blood were

fufficiently powerful to create numerous alarms
; and

although the execution of Robefpierre and his legif-

lative adherents, and of Henriotand his accomplices,

* P/ud'homme, vol. VI. p. 472.

without
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without a trial, as men out of the law, was not cen- CH.XV.

furedas an ad of cruelty, confiderableapprehenfions" ^94.

were entertained when fixty, and fubfequently twelve,

members of the commune were, in like manner, fent

to the fcaffold
;
and many began to fear that the

fyilem of terror was not to be relinquifhed} but only

the defcription of victims changed.

The members of the Plain fucceeded, however, in

obtaining the difcharge of numerous prifoners, and,

fhortly after the fall of Robefpierre, the caufe of

humanity feemed to acquire a triumph in the

arreft of Fouquier Tainville, the execrable

public accufer. Yet the prifons were not thrown

open, without referve ; the laws of blood were not re-

pealed ;
and while ten or a dozen prifoners were occa-

fionally liberated in Paris, murders without trial were

ftill perpetrated in Belgium, at P Orient, and atBreft.

The revolutionary tribunal at Paris, though its powers

were confiderably abridged, continued to condemn

prifoners for fcderalifm, and for degrading the national

reprefentatlon ; and the friends of the imprifoned

deputies entertained ferious alarms left the promifes

made to them by the jacobins in oppofition to Kobef-

pierre mould be retracted, and attempts to inforce

them confidered as a new crime. Many hints and

threats were uttered which tended to confirm thefe

fufpicions : the jacobin club renewed its fittings ;

Collot d'Herbois declared that the jacobins of the

2;th of July were not the old faithful jacobins, and

thefe
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CH. XV. thefe were invited to refume their ancient luftre ; and

Billaud de Varennes more explicitly declared that the

lion would fpeedily be roufed, and that his awaking
would be terrible *.

In all probability the remnant of Briifotines would

again have funk under the audacity and activity of

their enemies in the convention, who already appre-

hended the effects of a fcrutiny into their conduct,

and the refponfibility to which they were liable ; but

means were found to intereft the public indirectly in

their behalf. Under pretence of unveiling the horrors

of the prifons, many publications began to decry the

fyflem which had occafioned thofe calamitous fcenes,

and to extol the magnanimity, wifdom, and even the

innocence, of the BrifTotines. The members of the

Mountain party expreffed fome indignation at thefe

appeals, and appeared to menace reflraint or
13th Aug. [*

vengeance, when Freron, in an able fpeech,

interefled the convention in favour of the liberty of

the prefs. This verfatile deputy, a fower of fedition

in the early days of the revolution, a terroriil from

thefirfl fitting of the convention, one of the miflionary

affaffins at Toulon, and an opponent of Robefpierre

only through perfonal fear, now found it neceflary to

eftablifh a reputation, and, as the advocate of the

popular focieties, implored a decree, authorifmg the

unreftrained freedom of the prefs, as the only means

* Prud'homme, vol. VI. p. 4/9, et feq,

of
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of fecuring the republic againft the annihilation of CH. XV.

liberty, and deftruction of the national reprefentation.

He extolled all the great revolutions, particularly

that of the 3iftofMay, 1793, afcribing them entirely

to the freedom of the prefs> and decried the tyranny

of Robefpierre as derived entirely from his having

been able to fetter the right of publication ;
not by a

direct declaration that printing was forbidden, but by

making the guillotine fall on the neck of every man

who availed himfelf of his right.

Other arguments of the fame kind, calculated to

pleafe all parties, and intermixed with recommenda-

tions of mercy and reform, produced the defired

effect
; publications in favour of the Briflbtines multi-

plied, the fanguinary jacobins grew daily in greater

difrepute, and the orator himfelf formed the centre of

a knot of young men afibciated for the purpofe of

repreffing the exertions of any fociety to attain a

dangerous afcendency, and who were called la JeuneJJe

de Freron. They mewed a perfecuting fpirit againft

the late perfecutors, and were diftinguifhed by voci-

ferating a fong called Le Reveil du Peuple^ which, in

miferable poetry, to a dull tune, exhorted the

people
" to reflore to the monilers of the infernal

regions all the drinkers of human blood.'* The

public walks and the theatres were frequently

difturbed by contentions between the fingers of Le

Reveil du Peuple and thofe untameable jacobins who

perfifted
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CH.XV. perfifted in their old .fong called the Marfeillois

1794. hymn*.
The two divifions of men of blood had frequently

contended for power in the legiilature fmce the fall

of their ancient patron ;
the Thermidorians, led by

Tallien, Freron, Legendre, and fome others of that

clafs, generally gaining the advantage over Billaud de

Varennes, Collot d'Herbois, and Vadier, the ancient

confidants, though temporary enemies, of Robefpierre,

and David, his firm friend, who never ceafed his

idolatry to the fyllem of blood. Thefe men, per-

ceiving that, whatever party gained the afcendency,

they muft be ruined, unlefs they could be enabled to

retain their accuftomed power and perfevere in their

old courfe of terror, had already ventured to demand

a revival of the fyflem, and infidioufly attempted to

prevent the exertions of deputies on behalf of the

prifoners, by.moving for a printed lift of the individuals

difcharged, accompanied with the names of thofe who

had interceded for their liberation ; but thefe efforts

having failed, the Thermidorians filled upthe vacancies

in the committees of government with perfons agree-

able to themfelves.

Several denunciations of individuals connected with

Robefpierre were heard, though not for the prefent

attended with effect. Lavicomterie, Jagot, and David,

were attacked \ but as every one perceived that they

*
Hifloires ; Mifs Williams's Letters, vol. IV.

were
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were vi&ims of fmall importance, while CollotCH.XV.

d'Herbois, and the other atrocious preconfuls, could ^9^
retain their feats in quiet, their apologies were re-

ceived with derifion, and they were difmilfed with

contempt. General Roflignol was, however, arrefted

about the fame time with Fouquier Tainville ;
and one

Heron, an agent of the late committees of govern-

ment, accompanied them in their confinement.

A meafure which portended more danger to the

phalanx of terrorifts was the arreft of Jofeph Lebon,

whofe cruelties in Arras and that neighbourhood,

mixed with frightful and deteftable circumflances of

luft, atheifm, and every fpecies of profligacy, rendered

him the horror of the whole department. His corre-

fpondence with Robefpierre, difcovered after the death

of that tyrant, furnifhed fufficient grounds of accufa-

tion, and they were increafed by a deputation from

Cambray. He defended, but did not deny any of the

atrocities imputed to him, and, being loaded with

reproaches and execrations from all parts of the con-

vention, was committed to prifon, without a word

being offered in his behalf.

Encouraged by thefe proceedings, Lecointre of

Verfailles prefented a long denunciation againft Billaud

de Varennes, Collot d'Herbois, Barrere, Vadier,

Amar, Vouland, and David. His accufations were

comprifed in twenty-fix articles, in which, not content

with imputing to them thofe cruelties and crimes of

which they were notorioufly guilty, he charged them

with
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CH. XV. with many a&s during the latter days of Robefpierre

which the public confidered as fufficiently virtuous to

redeem in a general meafure their former iniquities.

The individuals accufed poflefled great influence in

Paris ;
the clubs zealoufly efpoufed their caufe ;

and

26th to 3oth many who were adverfe to the fyftem of

Auguft. terror thought this proceeding far too

rigorous : the convention was occupied four days in

the difcuffion, and, each of the perfons inculpated

having made his defence, the charges were voted falfe

and calumnious, and Lecointre, in a temporary dif-

grace, was obliged to refign the fecretaryihip of, the

legiflature.

The blood-thirfty jacobins, elated with this triumph,

obtained an order for placing the remains of Marat in

the Pantheon, to the exclufion of Mirabeau *
; and

* This ceremony was languidly performed, and attended only by a

few defperate terrorifts, and thole public officers who were compelled

to be prefent. Some raw recruits, intended for the armies, were

alfo preffed into the fervice j but, upon the whole, the proceffion

Teemed gloomy and devoid of cordiality ;
the attendants marched

with a hurried ftep, the municipal officers appeared afliamed of their

fituations, and the mob did not re-echo the fongs and fhouts which

were vociferated by a few admirers of Marat. Every fubfequent

attempt to give permanence to his fame was ineffectual j
his buft

was( hifled, when produced at the theatres
;

his memory reviled in

many publications ; and, at length, the convention, by a decree

againft premature apotheofes, removed him from the Pantheon, and

enfranchifed the country from the ignominy of continuing to ad< r J

fo vicious and depraved a monfter. ee Hiftoires
;
Crimes de Robef-

pierre et de fes principaux Complices, vol. III. p. 95.

they
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i

they afterwards placed by his fide the urns of Voltaire CH. XV.

and Rouffeau. ^9^
The fruftration of Lecointre's attempt raifed the

1

credit and courage of the terrorifls. They again

threatened, complained, preached their fyftem, in-

vented accufations, and procured addrefles. They

loudly proclaimed a counter-revolutionary confpiracy,

accufed the new race of moderes of a defign to ruin

the republic, and affirmed that the liberated prifoners,

and thofe who had been relieved from confinement in

their ownhoufes, were combined in a plot to re-eftablifh

royalty. A fhort time before their triumph
ro ^ 2()th Aug.

in the convention, the abbaye of bt. Germain-

des-pres, which had been converted into a manu-

factory of falt-petre, was burnt, together with a

valuable library which had not been removed ;

, r , . .
, , 31ft.

and, at the time of their acquittal, the gun-

powder manufactory at Crenelle blew up, occafioning

great damage and deftroying many lives. Collot

d'Herbois and his aflbciates did not hefitate to adduce

thefe events in proof of their allegations, and reafoned

on the fubjecl: with their accuftomed virulence :

Freron, however, fucceeded in proving the fallacy of

the charge ; and the terrorifls had the further
r ,

i

mortification, on the renewal of the committee

of public fafety (which took place, according to law,

on the 1 5th day of every month in the French

calendar), to find Collot, Billaud, and Barrere, ex-

cluded,
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CH. XV. eluded, and Dumas, Merlin of Douai, and Fourcroi,

flead.

The ferret ofmanufacturing addrefles in the jacobin

club, and getting them returned with fignatures from

the departments, was difclofed, and correfpondence

read in the convention, proving the agency of thefe

men, and their fubalterns in fcene's of blood, not

authorifed by the committees or fan&ioned by law.

Finally, Legendre, the butcher, a man well acquainted

with all their fecrets, renewed the accufation of

Lecointre, introducing it by a fpeech of confiderable

force, and obtained a decree referring to the com-

mittees to make a report on the fame feven deputies

whom Lecoifitre had affailed in vain.

The terrorifts, enraged beyond the bounds
lOthSept. . _._

or patience or dilcretion, made an attempt to

affaflinate Tallien ; but as they failed in depriving him

of life, the attack tended only to confound their

faction. A fecret committee of their mod violent

members, headed by one Baboeuf, who had afiumed

the name of Gracchus, iflfued from a cellar, whither

they had conveyed a printing-prefs, daily libellous

invectives; and the incendiary fpeeches of Collot

d'Herbois and Billaud de Varennes, and the various

movements of the party, indicated an intended infur-

redion ;
when Bentabolle complained to the legiflature

of the manner in which Billaud fpoke of their conduct

and decrees at the club. The undaunted culprit

exculpated himfelf with great audacity, and was de-

fended
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fended by many of the mountain party, though others CH. XV.

of the fame band, and particularly Legendre, fup- 1794"

ported the accufation with great vigour. The

jacobins were, however, daily lofing ground ;
the

committees of government, no longer compofed of

their friends, were directed to prefent a plan for the

epurafion of the fociety ; and foon afterwards a decree

was panned, forbidding all correfpondences and affilia-

tions with the parent club. This vigorous law

rendered this formidable aflbciation almoft harrn-

lefs
;
the departments could no longer be influenced

by prepared manoeuvres, nor the legiflature embar-

raffed by numerous petitions, apparently indicating a

fimilar impulfe in all parts of the republic, though

in fact manufactured by a fmall and fecret committee

in the capital. V-

The terrorifts, though difarmed of their
. . iSthOa.

greateit power, were not divefted or con-

fiderable refources in the capital, and their rage

threatened violent extremities, .when large bodies of

la Jeuneffe de Freron, aflembling at the cofFee-houfes

in the Palais-royal, rufhed fuddenly towards the hall

of the jacobins, crying,
" Down with the jacobins !

No more jacobins ! The convention is fufficient to fave

the republic !" With thefe exclamations they forced

the doors, demolimed the windows, overturned the

feats and tables, cudgelled the men and whipped the

women, and finally difper&d the fociety. The jacobin

members of the legiflature made clamorous complaints,

calling
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CH. XV. calling the tranfa&ion an affaffination, a maffacre
L

~"7
r '

equal to thofe in La Vendee ; but the majority of the

convention anfwered their lamentations with feoffs and

derifion. Eewbell completed their overthrow by

reciting, at length, the circumflances of the riot, and

expofed the crimes of the club in an indignant and

juft apoftrophe.
"
Where," he exclaimed,

" was

tyranny organifed ? at the jacobins. Where were its

fupporters and fatellites collected ? at the jacobins.

Who covered France withmourning? the jacobins.

Who reduced whole families to defpair, thronged the

republic with baflilles, and rendered the republican

fyflem fo odious, that a Have loaded with chains would

not have exchanged his condition with a Frenchman ?

the jacobins. Who are they who long to reftore the

detcftable fyflem under which we have lived ? the

jacobins. If you have not fufficient courage at this

moment to afTume a decifive refolution, you will have

no republic, becaufe you will (till have the jacobins."

The report of the committees being immediately

brought up, the convention, on their recommendation,

decreed the provifional (hutting of the club : and thus

this mother of crimes, this nurfe of monfters, this

fociety famous for its antipathy to, and zealous efforts

in destroying or corrupting, all fociety, terminated its

formal exiflence, perfecuted at lafl by thofe who had

received their political birth, education, and name,

from it alone
; deflroyed by the exertions of Freron,

Tallien, Legendre, and Rewbell.:

The
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The partifans of the fyftem of terror, deprived of CH. XV.

their principal fupport, were foon taught to tremble 179^
for their fafety by the fate of Carrier, who had covered

La Vendee and the neighbouring departments with

blood, and who had rendered the cup of death ad-

ditionally bitter by his licentious invectives and ob-

fcene execrations, from the hearing of which no age

or fex was exempt. Among the captives fet at liberty

after the death of Robefpierre were ninety-four in-

habitants of Nantes, who had been forwarded to

Fouquier Tainville by Carrier, charged in the ufual

vaguemanner with favouring the progrefs of federalifm,

and who were intended for fpeedy execution. When
thefe perfons had obtained their freedom, they were

encouraged to inform againft their perfecutors, and

for the fpace of three months new facts of increafing

horror and atrocity continued to be difclofed.

Tn, i u j 29th Oa.
The convention, at length, decreed that

Carrier and his accomplices fhould be brought to trial
;

and, contrary to their practice in the cafe of Robef-

pierre and his adherents, allowed them every delay

provided by law for deputies in a ftate of accufation.

The accomplices of Carrier were firfl impeached ; but

the general indignation juftly pointed out the
futility

of wreaking vengeance on thefe fubordinate agents,

while the great chief of affaffins was left in triumphant

impunity : the queftion was referred to a committee

of twenty-one members of the convention
; and, in

purfuance of their ireport, Carrier flood to be tried at

VOL. u. c the
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CH. XV. the bar of the revolutionary tribunal *. The horrible

fads difclofed againft him, and a long train of his

acceflbries who were included in the aft of accufation,

produced in the bofom of the audience every extreme

of paffion and fenfation which fuch narratives are

calculated to excite
; but aftonifhment was lefs fixed

on thefe atrocious fa&s, than on the atrocious im-

pudence with which the culprit defended, and even

gloried in, them. "
I have extinguifhed," he faid,

" the torches of fanaticifm, which were fpreading con-

flagration through feveral departments : but fix

months ago my brows were bound with well-earned

laurels
;
now accufations are thundered againft me !

The convention, at the time, approved my acts, which

had no motive but the welfare of my country. And
thofe who accufe me, what would they have done in

my place ? Was it in the power of manwas it even

m the power pf the convention, to prevent the excefies

which were committed at Lyons and at Toulon, in

Aveyron and La Lozere, fhaken as they were by the

fury of political tempeft ? Yet I have terminated a

terrible civil war, which with gigantic feet threatened

to trample down the whole republic. I had fworn,

with my hand fpread on the altar of my country, to

* He had before been permitted to defend himfelf at the bar of

the convention, which he did with great boldnefs. <e If the whole

aflembly," he obferved to his colleagues,
<f were to be examined

with the fame feverity which is now exercifed againft me, nothing

in the hall would be acquitted, except the prefident'i bell and his

great chairs."

fave
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lave my country, and I have kept my oath. I have CH- XV.

preferved Nantes to the republic : I calmly faced the
1794l

furnace of Scsevola, the hemlock of Socrates, the death

of Cicero, the fword of Cato, the fcaffold of Sydney ;

I will endure their pains, if the good of the people

requires it : I have lived only for my country, and

for her I am ready to die."

Confident affertlons and loud boafts could not,

however, countervail the mafs of evidence which was

adduced ;
and Carrier, with Pinard and

Grand-Maifon, two of his principal fatellites,

was fent to the fcaffold ; the others were acquitted,

though the facts againft them were equally proved.

Perhaps nothing in the conduct or fate of this wretch

was more furprifing than his confidence in affirming

to the laft his innocence, and even his merit. When

going to the place of execution, he exclaimed,
"

I die

a guiltlefs victim
;

I have done nothing but execute

the orders of the committees of government ; my laft

prayers are for the republic, and the welfare of my
fellow-citizens *.

If the condemnation of thefe culprits gave general

fatisfaction, that fentiment was confiderably abated by
the acquittal of a great number of their moft ferocious

aflbciates ; an event which rendered indifputable the

great power of the terrorifts, and the influence which

f See hiftories ; particularly that by deux Amis de la Liberte,

vol. XIII. p. 50; Prud'homme, vol. VI. p. 341 ; Di&ionnaire des

Hommes Marquans, art. Carrier.

c 2 they
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CH. XV.
ti^y fall retailed in the revolutionary tribunal. The

1794-. jacobins, prohibited from aflembling in their hall, met,

during the trial of Carrier, in the Quinze-vingts,

hoping to excite an infurreclion in the faux-bourg

St. Antoine
; but they were watched and repreffed by

government. The perfons acquitted immediately re-

paired to the Palais-royal, hoping to receive congratu-

lations, but they met only with expreflions of horror

and deteftation ; the committee of public fafety broke

thofe judges who had concurred in releafing thefe

prifoners, and ordered them again to be taken in

cuftody. Complaints againft other minifters of

vengeance were refolutely brought forward, and

met much encouragement ; particularly thofe againft

Maignet, an ex-prieft, who had exhibited unufual

ferocity at the village of Bedouin, and in the depart-

ment of Vauclufe in general.

But although fupported by a majority in the con-

vention,, and cheered by the general plaudits of the

people, the enemies of the terrorifts did not find their

powers fufficiently extenfive to guarantee them againft

fear : the activity of their opponents, the poffibility of

a revolution in the public mind, and the probability

that the members of the plain in the convention would

defert their caufe, gave continual alarm, and at length

produced an act of juftice which had long been

delayed and evaded. The feventy-three members im-

prifoned for fubfcribing the proteft againft the tranf-

^ftionsofthe 31 ft of May, 1793, we]!
"

e ftill in con-

finement,



HISTORY OF FRANCE*

fmement, and their friends had no appeal in their

favour but through the medium of the prefs, as the 1794.

ruling party continued boafting of the event which

caufed their ruin as one of the glorious days
; 22d oa.

of the revolution. Pemeres had already

moved that thofe under arreft mould be enlarged , but,

after an animated difcuflion, he could only obtain an

order for referring their cafe to the committees. The

alarm excited by the jacobins had probably fome effect

in the decifion, though it was not immediately

fatisfactory to their hopes ; they w^re reflored

to liberty, but their right of voting fulpended ;

in a few days, however, they were reinftated

in their feats, and foon afterwards refumed
6th Jan

all their legiflative functions, an event which

had a powerful effect on the fubfequent political

tranfactions of France *.

Debates and hiftories,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVI.

La Vendee tranquillifed by the Exertions and Arts of

Hoche Campaign in the Eaftern Pyrenees Battle of

CeretColfioure, Port Vendre, St. Elmo, and Belle-

garde, bejiegedby the French The threeformer taken

Jy f *he Convention Bellegarde alfo taken, after

a long Siege Invajion of the Spanijh Territory
'/-

cxpecled Rejtflance The French burn Cqftella, and

put the Inhabitants to the Sword Death of Dugom-

mier Defeat of the Spaniards near Figuiere The

Fort taken Siege and Capture of Rofas The French

extend their Exaftions throughout the Province of Cata-

loniaCampaign in the Weflern Pyrenees Unfucceff-

ful Attack on the French Lines Various Skirmifhes

The French prepare to invade Spain on this Side Seize

the PaJ/es of the Valley of Baztan Are attacked by

the Spaniards Error of the Spanijh Cabinet Recal

ofDen Ventura Caro The French attack the Camp of

the Emigrants Miferable State of the Spanijh Army
The French feize the Valley of Baztan Treat the

fugitive Inhabitants as Emigrants Vera, Lefaca, and

the Valley of Lerins, taken After feveraI other Suc-

ceffes,
the French alfo take Fontarabia, Saint Sebqftian,

Tolofa, and the Province ofGuipufcoa Their Tyranny
and Rapacity They capture the Valley ofRoncevalles
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Siege of Pampelunaformed Battlefor Relief ofthe

Place The Spaniards defeated The French obliged

by their
Necessities to retire into Winter Quarters

Campaign of the Armies of the Alps and Italy The

French violate the Neutrality of the Genoefe Territory

take Oneglia Terror of the Inhabitants The

French capture Little Saint Bernard Mount Cenis

and the Valley of Stura alfo taken The French dejift

for the prefentfrom further Enterprifes Progrefs of

the Campaign in Flanders Nieuport taken by Moreau

His Humanity to the Hanoverians Cadfand taken

Proclamation of the Stadtholder Levy of one Man in

ten ordered by the States, but refifted by the People

Siege ofSIuys begun Recapture of$uefnoy Pichegru

anxious to befage Breda Surrender of Conde and

Valenciennes The Duke of Tork retreats beyond Bois-

le-duc Surrender cf Sluys Attack of the Pojis on

the DommelThe Duke of Tork crops the Meufe
General Clerfaye defeated near Ruremonde The Im-

perialifts crofs the Rhine The French take Cologne

and Bonn Prevalence ofthe French Faction in Holland

The French capture Crevecaur and Bois-leiduc

Nimeguen Venloo Maejiricht Qoblentz^andRhein*

feld The two Armies fatigued Breda and Grave

taken The DukeoflTork returns to England Intenfe

FroJiThe French take Bommel Crofs the Waal on

the Ice Are driven back Again begin to crofs
-

Momentary ThawOccaftons a Defeat of the Attic's

nearEldtrmafen The French crofs the Waal in greater

Numbers
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Numbers Defeat the Allies near Lent Take Buren^

Culembourg) and Gorcum The Stadtholder retires

from Holland The Britijh Troops evacuate the Pro-

vince of Utrecht -which capitulates feparately

Cruelty ofthe Dutch to the Britijh Army The French

received in Amfterdam and in many other capital

Towns Their Land Forces take Ships on the Zuyder

Zee Complete Subjugation of Holland The Britijh

Troops evacuate the United States and return U

England The King of Prujfia makes Peace with

France View of Affairs in the Weji Indies A Rein-

forcement fent to Guadaloupe CharacJer of Viftor

Hugues The French take Fort Fleur dEpee The

Englifh retake Grande-terre^- Siege of Fleur d'Epee

Unfortunate Attempt tojiorm The BritiJJ} Troops re-

'. tireto BaJJe-terre Great Mortality TheFrench Forces

daily increafe They land at Bajfe-terre Take Ber-

ville -Barbarous MaJJacre of the Royall/is Sir

Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis return to England

Evacuation of Guadaloupe by the Englifh Affiion

between the Blanche and La Pique Death of Captain

Faulknor.

CH XVI TUT"
i_ ^ J W HILE thus the fyftem of terror was difavowed,

1794 ' and its mod' flagrant confequences were rapidly de-

clining into hatred and difufe, the arms of the republic

were triumphant in every quarter. Rebellion was

fupprefledin all parts, and hopes were enter-
iflDec, .

'

, r r --M
tamed that, in confequence or a mild pro-

clamation,
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iination, and the punifhment of the oppreflbrs ofCH. XVF,

La Vendee, together with fome facrifices made in 1794,

favour of Charette, and fome fraudulent promifes hi

which he appeared to place confidence, that depart-

ment would not again form the feat of rebellion, and
.

the centre of hopes to the royaliils. The war in this

quarter of the republic had been of the moil harafling

kind
; Charette, well acquainted wich the country,

and no longer encumbered with large bodies of

cultivators, who were with difficulty reltrairied from

returning to their abodes, kept the army of the re-

public in continual anxiety for a whole year : his force

amounted only to twelve thoufand men
; yet, fuch

was the advantage pf difcipline and zeal over neglect

and raflmefs, that the troops of his opponents were

conftantly baffled in their attempts to fubdue him, and

derided for affording him eafy victories and numerous

advantages.

After the fall of Robefpierre, Hoqhe was releafed

from prifon, where he had been thrown in confe-

quence of the dictator's jealoufy*, and placed, inflead

of Roffignol, at the head of the army in La Vendee ;

he foon reftored difcipline to his forces, and by his

artifice in treating, no lefs than his exertions in the

field, promoted the peace, which guaranteed to the

Vendcans freedom of worfhip, an exemption from re-

* See Vie de Lazare Hochc, vol. I. ; Reponfe de Carnot &

Bailloul, p. 148.

quifitions,
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CH. XVI. quifitions, and even from taxes for a certain number

of years, and held out to them illufory promifes of

repairing the devaftations committed by the republican

troops, or by {he (till more fanguinary republican

mimonaries *.

After the reconqueft of Toulon, the troops- em-

ployed in that expedition directed their exertions

againft the Spaniards, whofe progrefs in the Pyrenees

gave fo much alarm to the fouthern departments.

General Dugommier commanded in the eaftern di-

vifion of thofe mountains, and was oppofed by the

count de FUnion with the flower of the Spanifh force.

The fuperior genius of the French general foon gave

a decided fuperiority to the republican caufe. Bagnols

was taken from the Spaniards by a feint ; the French

general employed great labour and expence in forming

a road to the right of their army, but when he had

drawn the' attention of his adverfaries to that quarter,

and they had weakened their other points in
1 ft May,

order to provide for its defence, he fuddenly

fell upon their centre, broke their line, and put the

whole army to flight. This brilliant engagement
received its name from the town of Ceret, near which

it took place ;
the republicans gained from the Spa-

niards all their magazines, tents, camp equipage, two

hundred pieces of cannon, and two thoufand prifoners.

This fuccefs opened a way for the reconqueft of

*
Hiftoir3, par deux Amis, vol. XIII. p. 187, et feq.

Collioure,
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lollioure, port Vendre, and St. Elmo ;
but for thefedi.XVI.

operations a flotilla was judged neceifary, and while
S

"i794k"

-

waiting for its equipment, general Augereau, by

order ofDugommier, drove the Spaniards from Aries,

Prats de Molo, and St. Laurent de Lacerda. When
the flotilla arrived, the fiege of Bellegarde was under-

taken, at the fame time with thofe of Collioure and

Port Vendre; Augereau obtained pofleflion of the

foundry of St. Laurent de la Monga, the only one in

Catalonia, and acquired great quantities of bombs and

balls
;
and the fieges being preffed with additional

vigour, the Spaniards began ferioufly to prepare for a

retreat. They had fent off their moft valuable effects

by fea, before the arrival of the French flotilla
; and,

in the night of the 25th of May, evacuated

the forts of St. Elmo, with the redoubts and

polls adjacent to Collioure "and port Vendre. The

garrifons laid down their arms, accepting an humi-

liating capitulation, by which they were made to

acknowledge the emigrants traitors to their country,

and that the forts on the French territory had been

gained only by treachery. The fouthern departments

of France felt unbounded joy at this aufpicious event j

and the convention decreed the erection of a column

on the fpot, with an infcription,
"
Herefeven thoufand

Spaniards laid down their arms before the troops of the

^public"

Notwithftanding thefe difafters, the Spaniards per-

fevered in maintaining Bellegarde 5 but that being

the
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CH. XVI. the only pofition of the invaders on the territory of

France, the republicans were animated to redoubled

exertions for the purpofe of expelling them.

The Spaniards having a powerful' force to

relieve this town, a bloody engagement took place, in

which they were defeated with the lofs oftwo thoufand

five hundred killed, befides a great number of
18th Sept.

to

wounded and pnioners. I he garnion, how-

ever, held out a month longer ; Dugommier cautioufly

avoiding every meafure which could damage this

important frontier town. His prudence was rewarded

with complete fuccefs : after a fhort correfpondence,

the Spanifh commander furrendered at difcretion;

the garrifon, in number a thoufand, were made

prifoners of war, and the fortifications were in the

higheft flate of improvement. The convention cele-

brated this conqueft by a public fete.

Dugommier now commenced an invafion of the

Spanifh territory, but found himfelf oppofed with

more than ufual obflinacy and unanimity. He ftrove

to quell this fury of refiflance by means of
23d Oft.

terror ; burning the town of Caftella, grant-

ing quarter to none, and putting all the inhabitants to

the fword : but he did not long furvive this
18th Nov. .... . , . -., . ,

exploit ;
his camp was attacked in the night,

and, while rallying his troops, he received his death

from a fhell which fell perpendicularly on his head :

the French, however, repulfed the afiailants. The

general
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general was greatly regretted by his foldiers, and the Cn.xvr.

convention decreed that his name fhould be infcribed

in the Pantheon.

General Periernon, his fuccefibr, imme-
o j T^

20th Nov.

diately attacked the Spaniards, who were

faid to be between forty and fifty thoufand in number,

on flrongly fortified mountains, in the neighbourhood

of Figuiere, defeated them after a bloody engagement,

took their artillery, forced an entrenched camp to

which they had retreated, and compelled them to fly

fix or feven leagues from the field of battle. The

fort of Figuiere was then inverted, and, though

garrifoned with ten thoufand men, and abundantly

victualled, held out only two days, the garrifon

yielding themfelves prifoners of war.

After feveral intermediate fuccefles, the French

proceeded to the fiege of Rofas, which was formed

amidlr. many difficulties, particularly thofe which arofe

from the advanced period of the year, the rain and

fnow filling the trenches, and compelling the befiegers

to place their artillery on a hillock, from which they

foon made a practicable breach in the walls. january
The garrifon, fearing the town would be 179$-

taken by affault, evacuated it in the night, and em-

barked on board veffels in the bay, leaving only five

hundred men, who opened the gates as foon as their

comrades were out of danger. The French now

extended their requifnions throughout Catalonia,

threatening
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CH.XVI.threatening alike the cities of Gironne on the river

and of Tortofa on the Ebro*.

The war in the Weftern Pyrenees was conduced

with no lefs fuccefs : the mildnefs of the winter fa-

vouring the enterprifmg genius of the French, every

day produced fpirited fkirmifhes ; their numbers were

augmented by a reinforcement of eight thoufand

men, and they laboured with the greateft earneflnefs

to ftrengthen their pofitions on the fide of St. Jean de

Luz, which they greatly extended, and in propor-

tion ftraitened thofe of the Spaniards. At length

5th Feb
^e commanders of thefe troops attempted,

1794. by a fpirited attack, to free themfelves from

the neighbourhood of fo reftlefs an enemy. At the

break of day a general aflault was made by thirteen

thoufand infantry, feven hundred cavalry, and a nu-

merous artillery, on the whole line from Calvaire to

the Bidaflba, as well as on the Croix des Bouquets.

The French, though at firft thrown into fome con-

fternation,
- and expofed to great danger, rallied, and

contefted the day with great gallantry ;
fome fault

in generalfhip, and a want of vigour in fome points

of attack, were prejudicial to. the afTailants ; and,

after an arduous conflict of feven hours, the French

retained all their pofts, though the Spaniards re-,

treated in good order. The French brigadier L'Efpi-

*
Journals, Gazettes, Hiftoire de la Revolution, par deux Amis

de la Liberte, vol. XIII. p. 304. } Defadoards, vol. V, p. 393.

nafle
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.afle particularly diflinguifhed himfelf in this en-CnXVI.

gagement ;
and the convention, in reward of his

valour, elevated him to the rank of brigadier-'

;eneral.

After this event, the French octupied themfelves with

itional earneftnefs in fortifying their petitions ;

d, for a confiderable time, the Spaniards gave

iem no interruption, except two feeble and *
^ and

unimportant attacks on the fide of Hendaye.
M*y-

The French changed their generals twice in this in-

Pval,

Dubouquet giving place to Delalain> and he

ng in turn fuperfeded by Mauco. Neither of the

generals who were difplaced had many opportunities

of evincing their military {kill
;
but Mauco had the

good fortune, fhortly after his appointment, to re-

pulfe the Spaniards in an attack on the environs of

St. Jean Pie de Port and Baygorry, while another

expedition againfl the Bifcayan Chafleurs was fruf-

trated, partly by accidents, and partly by the celerity

and vigour of thefe mountaineers. Mauco
f . . , 8th May.m return made a fpinted, though unavailing,

attack on a work erected by the Spaniards on the

banks of the river Irati.

But at this period the general fuccefs which crowned

the French arms animated the foldiers on the Weftern

Pyrenees to attempt hazardous exploits, and, too im-

patient to await the fuccour of fifteen battalions pro-

mifed from La Vendee, they prefled, with irrefiflible

earneftnefs,
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CH.XVI.earneftnefs, Muller, who was advanced to be their

commander in chief, to lead them into the territory
i

of Spain. Urged by their remonitrances, and au-

thorifed by the deputies on miffion, the general di-

vided his force into three portions, to penetrate

through the valley of Baztan into that of Ronce-

valles, and at the fame time threaten Pampeluna.

In purmance of this project, two thoufand

2djune. ^ree hundred men, under brigadier-general

Lavictoire, moved towards Berdaritz, which they

could only reach by palling over the mountains which

form the fides of the valley of Baztan, or through

the Aldudes, which were defended by the royal le-

gion of emigrants, three hundred Aldud<an chaifeurs,

and a redoubt, in which was a houfe with embrafures

called la Cafa Fuerte ;
thefe obftacles prefented them-

felves on the fide of the valley of Berdaritz, while oii

that of the mountains all the refources of art were em-

ployed in pe; feeling the ilrength bellowed by nature

on the pofition, and the defence was entruiled to

three hundred men of the regiment of Zarnora. . Fif-

teen hundred of the French troops directed, their

march acrofs the mountains^ through a narrow and

difficult palfage, while eight hundred threatened the

Aldudes through the ftrait. . The Bifcayans, with

Lavicloire at their head, having reached the moun-

tain of Ourifca, preffed boldly forward ; but their ar-

dour was fomewhat allayed by a violent difcharge of

rnufketry



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 33

mufketry and grape-fhot, which killed the general *.CH . xVI.

The French defcending impetuoufly from the moun- ^-04

tain, mixed pell-mell with the Bifcayans, and by a fpi-

rited exertion, affifted by fortune, gained the re-

doubt
;
the Spaniards took fhelter in the Cafa Fuerte,

but finding the cannon of the redoubt turned againft

them, furrendered at difcretion: the number of pri-

foners was twenty-eight officers, and two hundred

and forty privates.

Another column of two thoufand men under ge-

neral Lefranc attacked the Straits of Ifpeguy, and

though oppofed by numerous difficulties, and two

lines of redoubts, carried the point, having feverely

wounded the Spaniih general, and killed and captured

a hundred men.

A column of four thoufand under general Suza-

micq, was employed in keeping the Spaniards in

alarm on the fide of Altobifcar, while general Caftel-

vert, at the head of fifteen hundred men, penetrated

without oppofition through the Strait of Mayo,
which was not defended by any intrenchments. The

Spaniards immediately abandoned the redoubt of Mor-

tal, and the Strait of Arriet, while the French burned

* General La Vidloire was by trade a tailor, but had formerly

been a captain in a free company of Bifcayans. On joining his

troops, when he had received the command, he made them thU

characleriftic addrefs :
" My friends, you need not doubt my fi-

delity to the caufe of the republic, for it is no more than a twelve-

month lince I made your clothes.'' He was, however, a good of*

icer, and much efteemcd.

VOL. it. D the
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CH. XVI. the village of Aldudes, having thus gained the en-

1794-. trances of the valley of Baztan, and waited with in-

creafed impatience for the moment when they mould

be led into the territory of Spain.

Although confiderably difpirited by this

reverfe of circumftances, the Spaniards made

a vigorous attack on the French in their new quar-

ters : eight thoufand infantry and five hundred ca-

valry defcending rapidly from Vera, made themfelves

maflers of the rock of Urrugna ;
but the republicans,

fpeedily rallying, drove back the aflailants with the

lofs of five hundred killed and wounded.

The king of Spain, contrary to the opinion of his

excellent general don Ventura Caro, placed his

principal hopes on the defence of the valley of Baz-

tan, and fought to animate the inhabitants to exert

themfelves in his caufe by a proclamation calling to

mind the glorious achievements of their anceflors in

defending their territory againft Lewis XIV. Caro,

diftrufting the effect of this appeal, folicited and ob-

tained his recal
; and with him it is obferved vanifhed

all the appearances of fpirit, enterprife, and refolu-

tion, which the Spaniards had been hitherto enabled

to difplay. General Urrutia, who commanded in

the valley of Baztan, endeavoured to amufe the French

by frequent movements, and exhibitions of a pre-

tended force ; but they, inattentive to thefe fmefles,

lOthJul
made a fPirited attack on the camp of the

emigrants on the mountain of Arquinzu,

threw
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threw the whole corps into confufion, killed a greatCn.
XVI.

number, wounded their leader, the marquis de St.
1794,.

Simon, in the loins, and took forty-nine prifoners,

who were afterwards executed, or rather barbaroufly

murdered.

The Spanifh army in this quarter was reduced by

repeated conflicts to lefs than twenty thoufand effect-

ive men
; luxury prevailed among the officers, want

of difcipline among the foldiers ;
the peafantry, who

were actuated by a falutary horror of the French to

recruit the ranks, were not animated by zeal for any
caufe

y
but as the fear of danger had driven them to

the army, fo the hope of fafety impelled them to

flight on every appearance of difafler. The French

being, on the contrary, increafed in numbers, and

flufhed with fuccefs, one ' division of their

army rapidly obtained poffeffion of the fer-

tile and beautiful valley of Baztan, after a flight and

ineffectual refiftance on the part of. the Spaniards.

Such was the terror of the inhabitants, that the

French found it almoft deferted
; they declared the

property of the fugitives fubject to the laws refpecting

the property of emigrants, and employed commit

fioners to get in the harvefl for the benefit of the

republic.

The day following the invafion of the

valley of Baztan, the centre of the Drench

army, under general De laBorde, attacked the Spa-
niih intrenchments, extending from Biriatu to Vera,

D 2 which
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CH. XVI. which were ilrongly fortified and valiantly defended;

1794. but tne French furmounted every obftacle, forced the

intrenchments, and captured Vera and Lefaca on the

other fide of the Bidaflba. After this fuc-

Ug '

cefs, four battalions took pofleflion of the

valley of Lerins, leading from Elizondo to St. Efte-

van, along the Bidaflba, while two other battalions

gained the heights of Almandoz. The Spaniards

left in St. Eftevan only a few volunteers, who, on the

approach of the French, blew up their powder ma-

gazine, and fled by the Straits of Donna Maria.

Meanwhile general Moncey, quitting Eli-
27thJuly .

5
/ r jzondo at the head or fix thouiand men,

joined general De la Borde ; and their united force

amounting to twelve thoufand, marched to
30th. i o n_ i. r

attack a Spaniih camp on the mountain of

Aya, which covered the rear of Irun : they reached

their place of deflination on the enfuing day, and,

contrary to all expectation, the Spaniards precipi-

tately retreated, without refiftance. At the fame time

the French general Fregeville took a pofition deemed

almoft impregnable on the mountain of St. Michael,

while general Deflein crofling the Bidaflba, the Spa-
niards fled in every direction, and the French became

completely matters of the river. Irun fell into the

power of the vi&ars
; and Garreau, one of the depu-

ties on miflion, with a few troops, feizing the favour-

able opportunity, fummoned Fontarabia, which being

incapable of defence, furrendered without delay,

yielding
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yielding up the caflle of Figuieres, which commands Cn.XVI.

the harbour. In thefe enterprifes the republicans I7y4,

took two thoufand prifoners, with a vaft quantity of

ammunition and ftores. The general next attacked

St. Sebaftian, and employed Latour d'Auvergne to

arrange the capitulation, which was figned
i i i i

4th Aug.
by the governor and alcades, to the great

regret of the garrifon, who complained of being be-

trayed : they were feventeen hundred in number,

and made prifoners of war
;

all the {hipping in the

harbour was given up to the victors, who increafed

their booty by a general requifition, and by oblig-

ing the people to take aflignats nearly at par.

The conquefl of St. Sebaftian facilitating the move-

ments of the army, Fregeville advanced a portion of

his force, which after a fmall conteft of mufketi y

entered Tolofa, the Spaniards falling back to

Lecumberry. The provifional aflembly of Guipufcoa,

fenfible of the perilous fituation of the territory, met

at Guetaria, and offered a capitulation, by which

their province mould be confidered as a free and

neutral flate, and mould not afford fuccours either

to France or Spain. Pinet, the French deputy on

miflion, rejected this proportion with difdain, iflued

a decree for annulling the ftates, and the French troops

took poiTeflion of Guetaria. The inhabitants were

immediately made to feel the oppreffion of Gallic do-

mination ; a guillotine was ereded in the new fquare
of St. Sebaftian, all the nobles, priefts, and perfons

of
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CH.XVI.of diftin&ion in the province,
were arrefted, requifi-

tions were rigidly enforced, the churches fhut up,

and the referable inhabitants obliged to quit their

homes and feek a refuge in the interior of Spain.

Pinet did not, however, relent in his favage-
27th '

nefs ; but, on the contrary, directed the de-

molition by fire of Eybar, Ermua, Ondarroa, and

Berritua, four of the moft flourifhing villages in the

province of Bifcay, Thefe furious barbarities ren-

dered him the horror and execration of the Spa-

niards, who compared him to the old man of the

mountain : but they had foon the fatisfa&ion to fee

the term of his million expire ; general Muller about

the fame time refigned the command, univerfally re-

gretted,
and was fucceeded by general Moncey, who

did not deviate from the fteps of his predecefTor. The

army was Jhortly afterwards reinforced by fifteen

new battalions, part of a corps which had fought

under the unfortunate Cuftine.

It is ftated as a capital error on the part of the

Spaniards, that they retained poflefTion of the valley of

Roncevalles, when the fuccefs and fuperior ftrength

of the French army might have demonftrated the im-

poffibility
of defending it

; but it is fuppofed they

were tempted to this imprudence, by the hope of

keeping the rich eftablifhments of Euguy and Orbai-

cet. The valley was occupied by twelve thoufand

men, and general Moncey formed a plan for fur-

rounding them, and pufhing forward to make an

impetuous
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impetuous attack on the ungarrifoned town of Pam- CH. XVI

peluna. His project appears to have been

well conceived, but failed in its great ob-

ject, from an unexpected vigour of refiftance, and

fome miftakes by the commanders of different divi-

fions. The Spaniards, though not furrounded, were

defeated, and obliged to 'evacuate the valley, from

which, however, they made a mafterly retreat, burn-

ing in their way the village of Burgueta, and part of

the monaftery of Roncevalles *. The lofs of the

Spaniards is eftimated at fifteen hundred killed and

prifoners ; that of the French at no more than five

hundred : the frontiers of Euguy and Orbaicet were

deftroyed, and the victors gained fifty pieces of can-

non, and a large quantity of provifions and forage.

After this indecifive encounter, they remained

fome time inactive, but at length prepared to attack

Pampeluna, though they were not fufficiently pro-

vided with requifites for a fiege. As a preparatory

meafure, general Marbot aflailed the Spa-

niards at all points, but met with an unex-

pected refiftance, which augured a defeat. Night clofed

24th Nov.

* It is impoiTible to pafs over this fcene without recollecting

how famous the valley of Roncevalles was in the ancient hlftories

and romances of Spain. In the monaftery which was then de-

ftroyed, were depofited the club of Orlando, the hero of Ariofto's

celebrated poem, and the flippers of archbifhop Turpin, from

whofe legends that poet and many other romance writers derived

their fictions.

the
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CH. XVI. the engagement, and the Spaniards renewed the con-

ft the next day under the moft favourable aufpices ;

but a battalion of Bifcayans, detached from Zubiri,

crofted the mountains, and took them in the rear ; con-

fufion and defeat enfued, more than fix hundred Spa-

niards were left dead on the field; no quarterwas given;

and the few who were accidentally made prifoners

were, in purfuance of a decree of the convention,

murdered in cold blood *. The inhabitants of Pam-

peluna, anticipating the certain defeat of the republic-

ans, had flocked out to behold the event
; they re-

turned in confirmation and defpair, expecting every

hour to fee their habitations invaded by thefe fero-

cious vidtors. The French were not,, however, in a

condition to purfue their fuccefs ; their wants were

multiplied and aggravated beyond endurance ; they
could not maintain their pofitions in the mountains ;

the roads were bad, the conveyances for provifions de-

ftroyed, and the foldiers, worn down with frequent

fading, and rendered unhealthy by drinking corrofive

waters, naked and miferable, crowded the hofpitals.

At length the general, being authorifed by
the committee of public fafety to follow the

dictates of his own judgment, retreated to Tolofa,

* This fa& is ftated on the exprefs authority of the French au*

thor of the Hiftory of this Campaign (p. 145) ; it is to be ob-

ferved, that Robefpierre had been dead four months when this bar-

barity was perpetrated.

and
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and various other pofitions in the neighbourhood, CH. XVF,

where he eftablifhed his winter quarters *.

Thefe events were viewed by the court of Madrid

with fenfations of conilernation and alarm, commen-

furate to the fatisfadion experienced by. the repub-

licans. Infurreclions were raifed in fome parts of

the kingdom ;
the cabinet was divided and indecifive f

and rumours of a difpofition to accept peace on

any terms began to be circulated, though no cer-

tainty yet appeared of the real existence of fuch a

refolution f.

The armies of the Alps and Italy had a career

equally fuccefsful : the French being matters of the

county of Nice, refolved to wreft from the king of

Sardinia the city of Oneglia, the only port through

which he could communicate with the Englifh, or

with the ifland of Sardinia ;
it ferved befides as a

fhelter for the privateers which intercepted the com-

merce of Marfeilles. The meditated exploit could

not be effe&ed without marching the army acrofs a

portion of the Genoefe territory ;
the fenate, anxious

to preferve neutrality, refufed permiffion, ftating a

well-founded apprehenfion that general de Vins

would claim the fame privilege for a body of Auftrian

troops, and thus render the neutral republic a fcene

* Memoires fur la derniere Guerre entre la France et 1'Efpagne,

p. 71, to 152.

j- Hiftoire, par deux Amis de la Liberte, vol. XIII. p. a 14, et

feq. j
et par Defadoard, vol. V. p. 393.

of
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CH. XVI. of warfare. The French, however, treated thefe

objedions with contempt, and purfued their march,

having firft attempted to tranquillife or rather ca-

jole the Genoefe by a proclamation, affirming that

the powers of Italy intended to feize Genoa for

the purpofe of conferring it on the king of Sardinia,

abufmg the Englifli,
and making delufive promifes of

friendihip and protection to the people. They ad-

vanced without hefitation to the attack of the deiired

port, and having diflodged a body of troops pofled

ah April
on ^e neignts of St. Agatha, the Sardi-

i?94. nians in a panic abandoned Oneglia to its

fate, and retired in diforder to the Straits of the Ap-

penines. Such was the general terror excited by the

ferocity of the French, that upwards of forty thou-

fand people abandoned their dwellings, and the re-

publicans pafl*ed through many villages in the fertile

valley of Oneglia, where no human being was found,

except a few women, children, and old men. The

invaders feeing that it was their intereft, in purfuit of

their further projects, to remove thefe terrors, af-

fected an extraordinary refpect even for the moft fu-

perftitious ceremonies of religion, and contrived to

quiet alarm and infpire confidence.

The Piedmontefe, intrenched on the higheft

Alps, were now attacked throughout their

whole line ; general Bagdelonne advancing by Mount

Valaifm, where he took three redoubts, after a march

of three hours through the fnow, captured Little St.

Bernard,
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Bernard, driving the Piedmontefe into Aofta on the CH. XVI.

river Doria. 1794.

The centre of the French army, as a pre-
HthMay.

paratory ftep to the attack of Mount Gems,

took fort Mirabouck, which opened an eafy road to

Pignerola, while a divifion of three thoufand men,

aflembled at Bria^on, advancing into the valleys of

Bardonanche and Sezane, feized Oulx, mentioned

by Csefar in his Commentaries under the name of

Ofcellum, and preifed forward to the walls of Exiles.

General Bagdelonne having afiembled all his troops

at Modena, on the banks of the Are, put in

execution his projected attack on Mount
22d.

Cenis. The Piedmontefe defended them- ,

felves with unufual firmnefs, but were obliged to

yield to the impetuous valour of the French, who

charged them in all their flrong holds with the

bayonet, and drove them from the mountains, feiz-

ing their fuperb train of artillery, their equipages,

ammunition, and provifions : they eftabh'fhed ad-

vanced pofts at Ferrieres and Novalefe, within two

leagues of Suza ;
and the right commanded by general

Vaubois, pafling the Strait of TArgentiere, poflefle^

themfelves of the valley of Stura, and the pofl of Barri-

cades, thus eftablifhing a communication between the

army of the Alps and that of Italy.

Thus at the period of Robefpierre's overthrow the

French were mafters of the fummits of the Alps, in

all parts acceffible to man, as well in Savoy as the

county
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CH. XVI.county of Nice ;
but ftill it was not eafy to penetrate

into Piedmont : if the attempt was made by the Col

di Tende it would be necefiary to take Coni or Suza,

the difficulty of which enterprifes was well known,

and the approaching feafon when the mow would be-

gin to fall, forbad the undertaking of a long fiege.

If the efiay was made by the Col d* Exiles, it would

be no lefs hazardous and difficult
;

the republicans

therefore determined to follow the line marked by

the fea, in the road called the coafl of Ponente, to

feize the marquifate of Finale, though it belonged to

the Genoefe, and penetrate into the heart ofPiedmont

by Mont Ferrat. This pafTage, though apparently

more eligible than the others, was not exempt from

great difficulties ;
and the emperor of Germany having

fent confiderable reinforcements to the king of Sardi-

nia, the French, though they made fome progrefs

in their enterprife, and obtained pofieffion of Ormea
on the Tanaro, and a few other lefs important

places, found they could not penetrate into Piedmont

during the prefent campaign, and contented them-

felves with preferving their important conquefts in

the Alps *.

All thefe fucceffes were crowned by the more bril-

liant advantages which attended the armies of the

North and Sambre and Meufe, acting conjointly

againfl the allies in Flanders, During the career of

* From Defadoards, vol. V. p. 395.

victory
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victory already defcribed. general Moreau Cn.XVI.
. 1 8th July.

captured the town or Nieuport, gamioned

by Hanoverians
; and, like a generous and manly fol-

dier, had the virtue to rifk his life rather than tarnifh

his fame by putting in execution the favage decree of

the convention : he did not, however, extend the

fame humanity to feveral hundred emigrants, who

being found in the garrifon were all inhumanly
butchered. Shortly afterwards, he executed one

of the boldeft enterprifes which diftinguifhed the

campaign : the French having refolved to befiege

Sluys, it became neceflary to gain poffeflion of the

ifland of Cadfand, at which there was no way of ar-

riving, but by a caufeway, inundated on both fides,

and commanded by fourteen pieces of cannon, or by

throwing a bridge over the Strait of Cofchifche

which he could not effect for want of pontoons. He
had no refource but a few boats, in which fome of

the troops paused, while others fwam acrofs, and

forming in the face of a fuperior force, and of nu-

merous batteries, captured the ifland, with ninety

pieces of cannon, a great quantity of ammunition

and provifion, and two hundred prifoners *.

Alarm

* While Moreau was thus meriting theapplaufes of his country,

he experienced only its favage ingratitude. His father belonged to

the robe, and falling into the fufpicious defcription of noble, was

afiaffinated by the revolutionary tribunal n the very day his fon

captured
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CH.XVI. Alarm and confirmation now fpread among all

thofe who really felt a patriotic zeal to refcue their

country from the horrors of French domi-

nation. The ftadtholder had already ap-

pealed to the United States, in an energetic addrefs,

difclofing the juft apprehenfions which he entertained,

invoking them to imitate the (Irenuous valour of their

anceftors, in refitting the Spaniards, mewing the

miferable confequences which muft refult from per-

mitting themfelves to be deluded by the arts of deceit,

fedu&ion, and corruption, which could alone render

their fituation defperate, and give defired advantages

to the enemy, and exhorting all clafles to co-operate

in fecuring to themfelves liberty, independence, and

permanent happinefs.

The rapid advances of the French induced the

ftadtholder to propofe a levy of one man in ten

throughout the provinces : the dates approved the

meafure
;
but the people murmured againft it, and

fhewed a general difpofition to court the fraternity of

France, a fraternity which offered gratification to

many bafe and malignant paffions, and far which the

people had been affiduoufly prepared by-

French emiflaries and agents. The ftadt-

hplder in vain tried the effeft of another proclamation*

captured Sluys. It is even faid that the general himfelf was marked

for deftru&ion by Robcfpierre j but the o,jth of July enfured his

fafety. See Pichegru's Campaigns, pp. 73, 74.

foliciting,
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foliciting, in terms flill more earneft, the exertionsCn.XVr.

of all perfons in defence of their native land.
^1794"*

Meanwhile the French were eagerly employed in

the fiege of Sluys, which made a gallant refiflance ;

they were encouraged, however, by the fur-

/. 15th Aug.
render or Quefnoy, which opened its gates

after a fpirited, though ineffectual, oppofition*. The

French commanders, eager to flrike terror by means

of the decree which had pafled in the convention for

giving no quarter, fummoned the garrifon before they

were able to make any regular approaches ; but the

valiant commander would not fubmit to the infamy of

fuch a furrender, and in his offer of capitulation, only

folicited the ufual terms for his brave followers,

offering his own life as a facrifice to the rage of the

vi&ors. The convention, under the new fyftem,

thought fit to renounce the fanguinary decree of the

former government, and no blood was unneceffarily

ihed.

The duke of York, compelled to retreat before the

fuperior forces of the French, marched to the plains

of Breda, eftablifhing his head-quarters at
4th and

Ooflerhout, and taking fo flrong a pofition
5th Aug.

that he felt fecure from an affault till the Dutch

fhould have had time to put the garrifon in a ftate of

* The furrender of Quefnoy was the firft intelligence communi-

cated to the committee of public fafety by means of the telegraph,

though the invention had beea announced more than a twelve-

month.

defence ;
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CH. XVI. defence ;
ere&ed redoubts in the front of his camp,

and had the fatisfa&ion to fee the town put in

a formidable condition, and a large trad of the fur-

rounding country inundated. Pichegru, though

extremely anxious to befiege Breda, was prevented

by many wants and unfavourable circumflances ;
he

projected a joint operation with the army of the

Sambre and Meufe to affift the movements of that of

the Rhine, but found it impracticable, and was, for

many days, obliged to limit his operations to a few

affairs of pofts, in which his troops fuffered more

26th and
t^lan t^10 ê ^ tne ^QS " At length he was

2/thAug. enabled, by the fall of Valenciennes and

Conde, which yielded after a very flight lefiftance,

to mufter a hundred thoufand men, with which he

meditated an attack on the duke of York's army,
reduced to about thirty-five thoufand, intending to

drive them beyond the Meufe, and prevent their

junction with the Imperial forces. He drove

in the Britifh out-pofts, with an intent to turn

the left of the army, and cut off the retreat to Bois-

le-duc
5
but the Britifh commander, with great judg-

ment and generalfhip, effected a timely re-

treat, and encamped on a large plain feven

miles beyond Bois-le-duc, eftablifhing his head-quarters
at the village of Udden.

In this interval Sluys had furrendered,
25th Aug. r , .

'

after enduring a vigorous fiege, in which

the French were alfo fubjefted to great incon-

veniences,
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venienceSj and a deftru&ive mortality, from the nature CH. XVI.

of their iituation and the height of the tides. The

befieging army, exhaufted by fatigue and illnefs,

could not immediately be employed ;
and as the batter-

ing artillery was not arrived, Pichegru profecuted his

original plan of purfuing the duke of York, and

leaving Breda till he mould have made fome im-

preffion on Holland. He made, however, a judicious

feint of commencing the fiege of that place, for the

purpofe of concealing the amount of his

force, and on the i4th of September made

a general attack on all the out-pofts along the

Dommel, forcing that of Boxtel, which was chiefly

protected by the troops of Heffe Darmftadt. In this

affair the French behaved with extraordinary valour,

fwimming a river to the attack
;
and the allies loft

upwards of fifteen hundred men.

As the capture of this important poft would pre-

vent the duke of York from maintaining
1 *th

his pofition, he directed lieutenant-general

Abercromby to attempt its recovery ; the genera!,

however, difcovering the real force of the French

army, defiited from the enterprife, and the duke, who
could not now mutter twenty thoufand men, having
certain intelligence that he was to be attacked by

eighty thoufand, retreated acrofs the Meufe, and en-

camped at Wichen.

1 he French army of the North took a
_ *x 1

pofition behind the Aa, and on the enfuing
VOL. n,

<jay
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Cn.XVI.day proceeded to Denter. The purfuit of the duke
'

^7^ of York's army was for a time difcontinued, as well

on account of the fatigue of the French troops as for

want of good maps ; but the army of the Sambre and

ipth Sept. Meufe, agreeably to the orders of Pichegru,
^o 3d oa. attacked and defeated the left wing of the

Auftrian army, and, after a feries of well-contefted

engagements, in which the numbers of the republicans

gave them a conftant advantage, the Imperialifts were

compelled to crofs the Rhine at Cologne, with the

lofs of near ten thoufand men. The lafh battle was

peculiarly bloody : general Clerfaye had chofen his

pofition near Ruremonde with fo much judgment,

that the French appeared to be fquandering lives with

unavailing profufion j
and their attack mufl have re-

mained an everlading monument of their rafhnefs had

the two wings of the Auftrian army exhibited as

much courage and difcipline as the centre ; but at the

moment when Clerfaye was enjoying the profpecl of

complete fuccefs, deflroying immenfe numbers of

the enemy while his own troops fuflained no injury,

he was informed that his wings were forced, and was

compelled to make a hafly, though orderly, retreat, to

avoidbeing turned andoverpowered. The French com-

manders were fo doubtful of the courage of their men
in this tremendous affault, that they placed cannon to

7th and
^ re on ^uc^ as tnight fall back : they fooa

ioth oa. afterwards gained poffeffion of Cologne and

Bonn.

While
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While the French were thus vi&orious in the field, CH.XVI.

their partifans in Holland became additionally alert
v

179^
and infolent : their numbers daily increafed : the

ftates-general authorifed the ftadtholder to cut the

dykes and inundate the country, mould the enemy
make further advances

; but the people were taught

to oppofe and reprobate the plan as deftructive of

their lands and properties. This argument, which

inculcated a preference oftemporary advantage to per-

manent freedom, would not perhaps have been popular

even in Holland, but a large portion of the natives,

uninftru&ed by the horrible rapine which devaftated

and opprefled the inhabitants of Flanders*, looked

to the French as friends and deliverers, who would

refcue them from tyranny and taxation, and permit

the poor, under the notion of fraternity 9 to plunder

the opulent.

Crevecceur having furrendered without firing a

mot, though completely fortified, and in every refpeft

fit to endure a fiege, the French became mailers of

the inundations which conftituted the principal ftrength

of Bois-le-duc. They were, however, doubtful of the

fuccefs of a fiege, when the commander
iithOch

terminated their fufpence by a voluntary

furrender, obtaining for his garrifon permiffion to

retire into Holland on parole. The Dutch had alfo

* See Pichegru's Campaign by David,, chap. XV.

E 2 abandoned
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CH. XVI. abandoned fort St. Andre, but, being negligently
oc=

by the governor, it was retaken by lieutenant-

general Abercromby, and proved a material impedi-

ment to the further operations of the republicans.

The duke of York eflablifhed his head-

quarters at Arnheim, and the French pre-

pared to befiege Nimeguen : many ikirmifhes took

place in front of this town, in one of which

the republicans gained fome advantage by

drefimg a corps in the uniform of the Rohan huflars,

find thus deceiving a divifion of the allies ; but the

Britifii troops under major-general De Burgh
4th Nov. _ /. , . . /made a fpinted for tie from the town, and got

temporary poiTeflion of the works of the befiegers,

defeating them with great carnage. This event did

not, however, avert, or even materially delay,

the fete of the place : the French opened

batteries on the town and bridge, which funk feveral

of the boats j and had the bridge been deflroyed, the

whole garrifon rnuft have been taken prifoners : the

duke of York therefore ordered the garrifon

to cfcape acrofs the bridge, leaving pickets

under major-general De Burgh, who with great

difficulty alfo effected a retreat : the Dutch
*tn. , r

garrifon were taken prifoners. In the mean

time general Laurent had made himfelf mailer of

Venloo, Kleber took Maeflricht, Coblentz

and Rheinfeld yielded to the right wing of

the
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the army of the Sambre and Meufe, and Mentz alone CH. XVL

remained in poffeflion of the allies on the left bank of

the Rhine.

After the evacuation of Nimeguen, the Britifh

army went into cantonments along the Waal, and on

the oppofite fide of the Lech : the weather was

extremely fevere, the troops fickly, and fatigued with

the fevere duty of maintaining a cordon of ftrong

pickets along the Waal from Bommel on the right,

where they joined the Dutch, to Parmeren on the

left, where they communicated with the Auftrians.

The French were more fatigued, and had not fewer

invalids, in proportion, than the allies ; they were

therefore obliged, after fome unfuccefsful at-

tacks on the ifland of Bommel, to defift

from further enterprifes, and reft in their prefent

advantageous pofition, relying, with a confidence

which was juftified by the event, on the evacuation

of Breda and Grave *
by the Dutch. About

fit Ki

the fame period the duke of York quitted

* Grave was bravely defended for twa months, from its firll

inveftment, by general De Bons, who did not furrender till quite

deftitute of ammunition and provilion, although he faw Nime-

guen taken, and all the armies which could relieve him driven

beyond the Rhine. *' If the ftadtholder," fays the hiftorian of

Pichegru's campaigns,
" had placed men equally brave in all the

fortrefTes, our conquefts might perhaps have been lefs rapid." This

i'owal

fully confirms the faft, that the progrefs of the French was

dej, if not chiefly caufedj by the corruption and cowardice of the

utch.

t
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CK. XVI. the army, univerfally regretted, and proceeded to

England : the command devolved on general Wai-

moden.

Pichegrii, who had been fome time, abfent from the

army, on account of his health, now refumed the

command ;
but the campaign might have been con-

fidered at an end, had not a froft of uncommon

f^verity fet in, and enabled the French to gain new

advantages. The Dutch government, which had

relied on inundation as the lad means of defence, faw

with alarm the impediment oppofed by the weather,

and folicited peace ; but the French, elated with the

profpect of conqueft and plunder, and encouraged

by the Gallo-democratic party in the country, rejected

the terms, though replete with advantages, and refufed

an armiftice, which was required for the purpofe of

negotiation. They took pofleffion of the ifland of

Bommei and fort St. Andre i and* on the
o ""r f V

27th of December, fix hundred men croffed

the river Waal, near Tuyl, the ice being Efficiently

formed to bear whole regiments of cavalry, with the

heayiefl cannon. They gained the poll of Tiel, and

were foon followed by a very large force ;

but a detachment of Britifh, Heflians, and

emigrants, under general Dundas, attacked them with

irrefiitible impetuofity, and forced them again to pafs

the river, with
great lofs of men, and four pieces of

cannon.

yndifmayed by this check, and confiding in their-

fuperiority
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fuperiority of numbers, a large body of
4th jaiu

CH.XVI.

French again croiTed the Waal near Bommel. H95.
1795.*"

General Dundas, after a fmart fkirmifh at Gelder-

malfen, fell back upon Beuren, and it was refolved to

retreat flill further, and take a pofition behind

the Lech. A fudden thaw, however, re-

newed the hopes of the allies, and orders were iflued

for taking advantage of it by a combined at-

tack : unfortunately, the froft recommenced

with increafed feverity ; the orders which had been

given could not be retracted in time ; and an adion

was fought near Eldermafen, in which the allied

troops, particularly the Britifh, fullered considerably,

every officer in the 2yth regiment of foot being

wounded*

The republicans, having completed their

arrangements, crofled the Waal in ftill greater

force, and attacked feveral points at the fame time :

one column pafled at Panneren, and another at

Ghent, but were repulfed ; a third crofled near

Nimeguen, and, in conjunction with two columns

which had pafled between Tiel and Dodewaert, at-

tacked the whole Britifh line on that fide. The Au-

flrians had abandoned Henfden, and pafled the Lech
;

and the Hanoverians, with .general Coates's brigade,

confiding of the 4oth, 59th, and 79th regiments,

were obliged to fall back on Lent : the French had

all their troops on the oppofite fide of the river, and,

on
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CH. XVI. on a lignal given, they crofled in great numbers, and

attacked general Coates's brigade ;
the 40th and

79th regiments were placed about half a mile in the

rear, clofe to a wood, and the 59th was left to engage,

and try to draw them into the ambufcade, but a flrong

column of the enemy forced their way between the

59th and the main body : on their falling back on

Lent, they found it in pofleflion of the enemy, and, in

confequence, retired acrofs the Lingen, where they

maintained themfelves behind the river, near Elft.

The French obtained immediate pofieffion of Buren

and Culembourg, and prepared to befiege Gorcum*,

which, from the ftrength of its works, and the facility

of inundation, had been confidered the key of

Holland ;
it was the head-quarters of the fladtholder,

but the froft rendering refinance impoflible, he quitted

the untenable fortrefs, and rinding, from the afcen-

dancy of his enemies, that his refidence in the United

States was nb longer fecure, abandoned that un-

grateful country, which, forgetful of its debt of grati-

tude to his family, and its duty as an independent

ftate, was plunging, with blindfold confidence, into

the moft defpicable and hopelefs bondage. The
ftadtholder, and a great number of refpe&able natives

* The exultation and confidence of the French is whimfically and

characteriftically difplayed by David. He fays,
" at this time, tht

rtdoulti of Tartarus would not have arrefttd the impetuofity of out

troops, ifthe rivert vfHtllhadbeenfwzen."

of
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of Holland who preceded or accompanied him, CH. XVL

found a fafe refuge and cheering welcome in 15th -

England.

At the time when the French troops crofied the

"Waal, general Bonneau left the environs of Breda,

and attacked Gertruydenburg : the Bricifh troops,

finding themfelves unable to maintain their pofition in

the province of Utrecht, retreated towards

Weftphalia, after fuftaining a fevere attack all

along their line from Arnheim to Amerongen.
The province of Utrecht entered into a fepa-

rate capitulation for itfelf, receiving the French with

proftrate fubmiflion and eager welcome, while the

retreating army of the Britifh was treated with favage

cruelty, the fick and wounded infulted, plundered,

and even murdered by thefe worthlefs and ungrateful

allies, in whofe caufe they had fhed their blood and

loft their health. The intenfe coldnefs of the winter

increafed the miferies of the retreating army, and

)roduced fcen^s of diftrefs which cannot be reflected

m without horror and anguilh.

A detail of the fubfequent proceedings of the

rrench would be little more than a geographical

kfcription of their paifage through the United States,

id a repetition of uniform acts of fubmiflion of the

>utch. Gertruydenberg having furrendered, the

province of Holland followed the example of Utrecht,

ind the French were received in Amflerdam,

mneau's divifion, pafling the lake of Bief-

boch,
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CH. XVI. boch, took poflefTion of Dordrecht, Rotter*

dam, the Hague and Helvoetfluys, and

general Macdonald entered Naerden. The province

of Zealand having alfo capitulated, the light troops,

confiding chiefly of horfe and artillery, marched into

North Holland, and added to the wonders of the

campaign the unprecedented circumflance of the

taking a fleet at the entrance of the Zuyderzee, by
land forces, and artillery planted on the ice.

OveryiTel, Groningen, and Frizeland, were flill in

pofleffion of the Britifh army, but, diminished as they

were in numbers, hoftile as were the Dutch towards

them, and immenfely fuperior in force as were the

French, their fituation could not be long tenable ;

nor, perhaps, was it defirable, under fuch circum-

flances, to retain ground in fuch a country. A thaw

having commenced, the depth of water rendered the

paffage by the ufual route impracticable, and the

French under Macdonald having taken a pofition be-

_ tween Campen, Zwoll, and Deventer, while

Moreau occupied Zuteher, general Aber-

cromby became apprehenfive that, in cafe ofan attack,

his retreat would be cut off, and therefore withdrew

his troops from the advanced pofls, and marched to

Bentheim by way of Enchede and Velthuyfen :

the Britifh head-quarters were moved firft to

Ofnaburgh, and afterwards to Diepholt, the
SthMarch.

*

republicans being every-where received, by
the decree of the new government of the United

States,
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States, as friends. The province of Weftphalia was CH.XVI.

occupied by forty thoufand Pruilians, in order to pro- iygj"

tecl their frontier along the Ems, while the Britifh

forces marched to Bremen, and thence to Bremer-

leehe> where they embarked for England, after fur-

mounting toils and difficulties feldom equalled, with

a valour, -perfeverance, and difciplme^ which were

never furpafled *.

Before this retreat was efFecled, a great, though
not unexpected, alteration had taken place in the al-

liance againft France. The king of Pruffia had re-

ceived a confiderable fubfidy from England, but was,

at that very period, treating for peace. Barthelemy,
the French embaflador in Switzerland, negotiated on

behalf of the republic, and the baron de Harden-

berg on that of Frederick-William ;
it had proceeded

fo far, that orders were tranfmitted on the soth

of March for the French to ceafe hoflilities with the

Pruilians, and the Articles were in a few days /, th April,

finally exchanged. This treaty was followed i/thMay.

by another for limiting the operations of hoflilities,

and preferving the peace of the north of Germany ;

and thus the king of Pruffia, the mofl ardent and

zealous promoter of the war, was the firft great power
who feceded from the grand alliance f-

* In relating this campaign, J have confulted the anonymous

hiltory as far as it goes ; Jones's Journal ; and David's Hiftory of

Pichegru's Campaign.

f See Regne de Frecleric-Guillaume II. par S6gur, vol. IU.

pp. 221, 274, and 2975 allb the hiftories by Defadoards and

by deux Amis de la Liberte.

Thefe
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june
Thefe fignal fuccefTes in Europe were ren-

dered additionally important to the French

republic by the fortunate progrefs of their arms in the

Weft Indies. The Englifh, while relying with con-

fident fecurity on the certainty of their conquefts,

were furprifed by the arrival at Guadaloupe of two

frigates,
two fifty

-fours armed en flute, and two tranL

ports, containing about fourteen hundred troops. The

command was given to a military officer under the

fuperintendence of Victor Hugues, a deputy on mif-

fion, and the general dying foon afterwards, the fole

command devolved on this ferocious monfter. He

came to the iiland with the ufual inftructions, and

with a guillotine and proper implements of venge-

ance, and mewed himfelf eminently qualified to fulfil

the views of his employers. Aclive and daring, he

was feldom deterred by difficulties, or checked by

the confiderations which often fufpend the projects of

thofe gifted with the flrongeil fpirit
of enterprife and

the greatefl (hare of perfevering courage. He never

thought any effufion of blood too great a price for a

victory, or confidered the poflible ultimate confe-

quences of a plan, provided the immediate refult was

favourable. Curfed with a delight in carnage, he

retained his ferocity and cruelty even under circum-

ftances which foften the moft furious paflions ; yet

he was fometimes feized with defultory fits of hu-

manity, and^ from fmgular caprice, treated thofe of

his
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his prifoners with moft regard who {hewed the

refpect for him *.

At the period of Victor Hugues*s arrival,
i 'ru T^ j - 3d June,

general Ihomas Dundas was expiring, a

facrifice to the yellow fever, which had alfo made

dreadful ravages among the troops. The fmall rein-

forcements which had been fent from England were

employed in St. Domingo ;
and the people of Gua-

daloupe, whether from natural fkklenefs, contempt

of their fmall force, or diftruft in their promifes, were

'generally difaffeded towards the Englifh f The

French effected a landing at Grande-terre, and, being-

joined by great numbers of the people of colour, while

many royalifts abandoned the Englifh ftandard, car-

ried fort Fleur-d'Epee, after being twice repulfed by
an inadequate garrifon under lieutenant-colonel Drurn-

mond : Point a Fitre being confidered untenable after

this event, was evacuated by the Englifh.

Sir Charles Grey and fir John Jervis were

at St. Chriftopher's, preparing to fail for Eng-

land, when intelligence of thefe difafters arrived ;

ley immediately repaired to Guadaloupe, and a de-

From Rofe's Naval Hiftory of the War.

Another caufe has been alfigned for this change, namely, the

ivy contributions levied by the Britifii commanders, fir Charles

?y and fir John Jervis ;
but this charge has been abundantly

proved in the Britifli fenate, and a complete refutation may be

md in Cooper Willyams's Account of the Campaign in the Welt

*, c. XI.

tachment
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CH.XVI.tachment under brigadier-general Dundas, major

j^ Rofs, and major Magan, attacking the French with

great fpivit at their poft at Berv.'lle, put them com-

pletely to the rout, driving them into the water, where

many perifhed, while a few faved themfelves by fwim-

ming acrofs the harbour to Point a Pitre.

Having collected a force from the adjacent iflands,

the commander in chief attempted the reco

very of Grande-terre, effected a landing about

fix miles to the windward of Grozier, under cover of

the {hipping, and gained pofleffion of the battery

which was abandoned by the French, who, after burn-

ing the houfes and fugar-works in their road, took

fhelter in Fleur d'Epee. The valour displayed by the

Britifh troops was not, however, capable of achiev-

ing all that their fituation required, unlefs reinforce-

ments were fpeedily fent, which they had for the

prefent no reafon to expecl. InfurreQion prevailed

in the fmaller iflands, and the necefliiy of retaining

them in fubmiffion diminished the force, already too

fmall, which was at the difpofal of the Britifh general.

Fleur d'Epee was befieged, and the Englifh troops

gained pofleffion of St. Ann's fort, and defeated a

ftrong detachment of republicans in two at-
'

tempts to furprife Morne Mafcot
;

but fa-

tigue, difeafe, the commencement of the rainy fea-

fon, and the approach of the hurricane months, im-

pelled fir Charles Grey to attempt fmifhing the

campaign
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mpaign by one decifive effort to ftorm Fleur CH. XVL

d'Epee.
- '

The plan was well and judicioufl y formed,

but failed through fome mifunderflanding of

the directions. General Symes was inftru&ed to

inarch during the night, and make himfelf matter of

Morne Gouvernement and the other commanding

heights round Point a Pitre ; while fir Charles Grey,
from the heights of Mafcot, was, on receiving a fignal,

to ftorm Fleur d'Epee. General Symes, with a large

detachment of grenadiers and light infantry, and a

body of feamen from the Boyne and Veteran, pro-

ceeded from Mafcot, and, after a dangerous and fa-

tiguing march, during which they had reafon to fup-

pofe they were obferved by fome of the French, they

were ordered to advance to the attack while yet in

diforder, and formed only in fmall parties. Con-

trary to expectation, they had found themfelves af-

faiied by a heavy difcharge of round and grape fhot

from Morne Gouvernement and feveral other bat-

teries, and from fome twelve pounders, which had

been landed from the flapping in the harbour, placed

in tiers, and completely enfiladed the road along

which they were advancing. In vain they ftormed

theie batteries with the bayonet ;
when they had

taken one, another opened from behind; the can-

nonade was one of the moil fevere ever witneffed, and

foon threw the Britifh troops into confufion. Inftead

of attempting the heights, they got into the town; and



64 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CH. XVI. were mowed down by grape-fhot playing upon them

^^TT
'

in various directions, as well as mulketry from the

windows. Moft of the officers who ted the different

divifions were killed or defperately wounded ; and, at

length, the remains of this unfortunate detachment

effected a retreat to Mafcot, 'having loft in killed,

wounded, and miffing, thirty-eight officers, forty-

three non-commiffioned, and fix hundred and eleven

privates.

Sir Charles Grey, deeming it impoffible to effect

any thing further at that feafon, reimbarked his ar

tillery, and flrengthened his pofls at Baffe-terre, in-

tending, if reinforcements arrived, to renew his ef-

forts againft Point a Pitre and Fleur d'Epee after the

hurricane feafon ;
in the mean time he retired to Mar*

tinique, where a party of coloured banditti, unchecked

by a fufficient force, had commenced terrible depre-

dations.

At Guadaloupe the fcene was daily becoming more

difmal and hopelefs : the head- quarters were judi*

cioufly chofen at Camp Berville, near Baffe-terre,

and the battalions under the command of captain De

Rivigne deftroyed great part of the town of Point a

Pitre ; but the climate and the neighbouring fwamps
increafed the infection which thinned the Englifh

troops, and the yellow fever and other diforders raged
with fuch violence, that, during the month of Auguft,
the fick compofed a great majority in the camp. Two

frigates and two Hoops of war, ftatione.d off the ifland

* for
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for the purpofe, could not with all their vigilance CH. XVI

prevent the conveyance of fupplies to the French from

America, and difaffefted circumjacent iilands. Victor

Hugues found his numbers daily augmented by

flocks of negroes and mullatoes who repaired to his

flandard, while the Englifli were unable to furnifli

guards for their different batteries.

The French, taking advantage of a dark

night, embarked a flrong detachment of
'

troops at Point a Petre and Fort Louis, and eluding

the Britifh ihipping effected two feparate landings on

BaiTe-terre. Every exertion was made to fortify the

camp at Berville, but the numbers and determina-

tion of the French enabled them to feize Bay Ma-

hault and Petit Bourg, while the Englifli took poft at

a battery called Point Bacchus. The republicans, at

length, after feveral fevere engagements,

drove, by means of gun-boats, the Englifli

{hipping from the harbour of Petit Bourg, ftopt the

)inmunication between the camp and fleet, and

illy compelled general Graham, who com-

anded at Berville, to accept terms of capitu-

tion *. The Britifh officer vainly effayed to include

* The terms were, that the garrifon (hould march out with the

>nours of war, and be fent in French Ihips to England within,

/enty-one days after the furrender, under the condition of not

ving againft the French during the remainder of the war. This

id condition was not obferved, as the enemy broke their part of the

jment, by detaining the garrifon in prifon for more than a

?ar, during which time many of them died.

VOL. ii, F the
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CH. XVI. the French royalifls in the articles; his humanity

could only fave twenty-five, whom he fent in a covered

boat on board the Boyne, while three hundred, who

fell into the hands of their countrymen, were de-

voted to deflru&ion, and facrificed without remorfe.

Fifty fell by the guillotine ;
the remainder were tied

together, placed on the brink of the trenches they

had fo valiantly defended, and fired upon by the rawed

recruits : the weight of the killed and wounded drew

thofe who were unhurt into the trench, which was, by

throwing in of earth, immediately converted into a

grave, where all fhared one common defliny.

BafTe-terre was now the only place remaining in

the hands of the Englifh, and towards that Victor

Hugues directed his overwhelming force, burning in

his way the beautiful feats of the royalifls, and laying

wafte their plantations. Sir John Jervis and general

Prefcott ufed their utmofl exertions to defend Bafle-

terre, though without much hope of fuccefs, as their

troops were flill diminiming, and the royalifls and

militia refufed to aft, or deferted to the enemy.
Under all thefe difadvantages, the defence was con-

tinued for more than a month
;

but the republicans

gaining the eminences, were enabled to fire on the

{hipping, and prevent them from rendering the wonted

afliflance. Victor Hugues had fummoned the

fort, but received a refolute anfwer of de-

fiance, when a reinforcement arrived from

England in the Majeftic, the Thefeus, and

the
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the Bellona. Sir Charles Grey, worn down

with fatigue and impaired in health, refigned

his command to fir John Vaughan ;
and fir John

Jervis, from the fame motives, yielded his to vice-

admiral Caldwell.

The mips from England brought with them no

military fuccour capable of refilling the republicans,

who fpeedily reduced the fort almoft to ruins ;
it

became therefore necefiary to evacuate this untenable

pofition, and more efpecially, as the troops who re-

mained were wanted to defend other iflands, where

the mortality had been no lefs dreadful than in,Gua-

daloupe. The evacuation was planned and executed

with theutmoft judgment and fecrecy : be-
lOthDec.

tween four and five hundred men were em-

barked for Les Saintes, Antigua, and Martinique,

without lofs or accident, by eleven o'clock at night^

while the French were fo completely ignorant of their

intention, that they continued their cannonade till two

o'clock in the enfuing morning. Victor Hugues ufed

his victories with the utmoft brutality, and among
other unmilitary and unmanly acts, demolifhed the

tomb of general Dundas, dug up his body, and threw

it into the river Galion ;
he alfo employed the Britiftv

prifoners, officers as well as privates, in the moftfervile

and degrading labours.

Never were more valour and perfeverance fhewn in

defiance of misfortune, diftreffes, and circumftances

leading almoft to defpair, than were difplayed by
F a the



68 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

Cn.XVI.the Britifh foldiers and failors during this tranf-

1794. atlantic campaign. At fea the fuperiority was ni-

. il7

'

95 variably with the Englifh ; and that fupe-

5th Jan.
riority

was mofl honourably maintained by

captain Faulknor, in the Blanche of thirty-two guns,

'in a conflict with La Pique, a republican frigate of

thirty-eight guns. The gallant Briton fell by a

mufket-ball, while in the aft of lafhing, a fecond time,

the bowfprit of La Pique to the capflern of his own

fhip. Mr. Watkins, the firfl-lieutenant, treading

nobly in the fteps of his predeceflbr, continued the

engagement, blowing up the tranfom-beam of his

own veflel to facilitate his operations ; till, after a pro-

digious carnage, the French captain flruck his colours,

and was carried into Martinique. The lofs of captain

Faulknor was feverely felt in the Weft Indies 5
and his

country fhewed, by the mofl honourable teflimonies

which her fenate could beftow, a due fenfe of his

merits, and a proper regret for his fate *.

* From Rofe's Naval Hiftory of the War, and WilfyamsV
Aecount of the Campaign in the Weft Indies.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVII.

The reftored Deputies Jlruggle to obtain a Reverfal of the

Decree of Outlawry iffued againft the fugitive Brif*

fotines Exertions ofthe Jacobins^-Report ofthe Con-

vention again/I Billaud de Varennes and three others

Their Arreft decreed The outlawed Deputies rein-

Jlated Further Indignities offered to the yacobins

Arts ufed to inflame the Populace Petitions and

Tumults A newSyftem ofTerror decreed The Caufe

of the impeached jacobins defended by Carnot They
are put on their Trial-~rlnfurreclion in their Favour

Its Progrefs and Termination The four Deputies

fentenced to Deportation Several of their Adherents

arrefted The Terrorifts difarmed Decree for rk-

ftoring a Portion of confifcated Property Trial of

Fouquier Tainville and other Members of the Revo-

lutionary Tribunal Their Execution MaJJacre of

the Terrorifts at Lyons and other Places Embarr
aff-

luent of Government Committee appointed toframe a

new Conftitution Preparationsfor a new InfurrecJion

Publications of the yacobins Artful Inertnefs of

Government Infurreftion of the Fambeurgs- Ferraud

ajfaffinated The Mob deliberateandpafs Decrees in the

flail ofthe Legijlatiire They arefuddenly difperfed

and
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andfederal Members of the Legtflature who cfpoufed

their Caufe arrejled The Infurrettion
renewed The

Convention enters into a Treaty with the Infurgents,

who are afpeafedThe Afaffin ofFerraud refcued

Refolute Decree of the Convention The Fambourg

St.Antoine difarmed Nineteen Ringleaders executed

Cruelties and Indignities inflitted on Louis XVII. His

Death Suppofed to be occafioned by Poifon.

CH.XVJI. 1795. \VHEN the feventy-three imprifoned de-

putieswere reftored to their feats in the convention, it

was imagined that their prefence and influence would

. be fufficient to counteract the exertions of the furious

jacobins, and infure the peace of the legiflature ;
but

they were no fooner readmitted than they .began to

require a repeal of the decree of outlawry againfl the

fugitive deputies, and appeal to the public againft the

celebrated revolution of the 31 ft of May. Louvet

had written an energetic letter, requiring freedom

from the confequences of his outlawry
*

; Lanjuinais,

Ifnard, and Henry Lariviere, demanded a trial, and

the reftitution of their functions : the committee to

whom the queftion was referred fought to evade a

decifion, by decreeing that no proceedings mould be

had on the outlawry, but that the petitioners mould

not be readmitted ; but the deputies rejected this

anfwer, infifting on a full difcufllon, and a fatisfactqry

proclamation of their guilt or innocence,

* See Louvet's Letter, at the end of his Narrative, p. 238.

While
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While thefe men, rendered confident by the ad- CH'XVII.

vantageous change of circumftances, were thus court- 1795.

ing judicial enquiry, the partifans of Collot d'Herbois,

and that knot of aflaflins, were labouring to avert an

inveftigation of which they had every reafon to dread

the refult. The jacobins, though excluded from their

hall, held fecret councils, endeavoured to agitate the

public mind, and diftributed incendiary writings

among the poor, attempting to perfuade them that .

the dreadful famine which flill prevailed in Paris

proceeded from a confpiracy of the ariflocrats and

thermidorians to opprefs the lower clafs, for the

purpofe of compelling them to confent to the re-

eftablifliment of royalty. One of their chief agents,

named Armonville, a deputy, had the impudence to

declare, that a million of heads nluft yet fall, to con-

folidate the revolution. The jacobins were, however,

oppofed by men who knew their principles, morals,

and refources, too well, to permit confidence and ad-

ditional audacity to flow from fecurity and repofe ;

the party which had gamed the afcendancy did not,

like the court, rely on the conscience of their adver-

faries, or the integrity of the people, for fafety, but

prepared to make a vigorous and final attack.

An opportunity was afforded of bringing this con-'
,

teft to a crifis, by the imprudent audacity of one of the

jacobin members, who, overrating the force of his

faction, moved that all the fufpefted fhould be re-

manded to prifon. Cauzel, rifing indignantly, pro*

nounced



72 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CH.XVJf.nounced a fevere philippic againfl the minifters of

anarchy, whofe labours eluded the fight, whofe only

courage confided in the commiffion of crimes, and

whofe only wifli was again to cover the republic with

victims and with fcaffolds. From general he de-

fcended to particular topics, and, after defcribing the

crimes and atrocities of each of the feven denounced

members, moved that the report refpe&ing them

mould be brought up on the morrow. His propo-

lition was fanclioned by a vote. Amar, Voulland,

and David, were declared not guilty ;
but the conduct

of Billaud de Varennes, Collot d'Herbois, Barrere,

and Vadier, was fubmitted to the examination of a

committee of twenty-one members, who appointed

Saladin their reporter.

In a few days the convention received
1ft March. _ .

from the hands of this deputy an extenfive

detail of the crimes by which thefe culprits had dif-

graced their country in the eyes of the whole world,

and covered her with blood, with tears, and with

calamities. The report was ordered to be printed ;

no one raifed his voice in favour of the parties accufed;

and their arreft was decreed by an immenfe majority.

Encouraged by this victory, the partifans of the out-

lawed deputies made new efforts for their reinflate-

ment. Chenier and Merlin of Douai vigoroufly
exerted themfelves, and their fuccefs was anticipated

from the efpoufal of the caufe by Syeyes, who was

never known to fail in embracing that party which

was
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was likely to gain an afcendancy. The current wasCn.XVlL

fo ftrong in favour of the proportion, that the mo- 1795.

tion for a previous reference of their conduct to a

committee was rejected with difdain, and their re-

admiffion to the legiflature unconditionally decreed.

All thefe events feemed at once wonderful and

horrible to the jacobins ; they, who but a year, nay,

but a few months, before, had reigned paramount in

all parts of France ; who thought their authority efta-

bh'ihed on the bafis of popular attachment, and fub-

miffion enforced by unlimited terror
;
were aflonilhed

to find that without uttering a fentiment, or affecting

a change of conduct or principles, they were held in

general contempt and deteftation, pointed at, hunted,

huftled in the public walks, hiifed at the play-houfes,

and compelled generally to conceal their perfons or

deny their identity. The buds of Beauvais, Challier,

Marat, and Lepelletier, with two pictures by David

reprefenting the deaths of the two latter deputies,

were ejected from the hall of the convention : the

afhes of Marat were (in the French phrafe) dlf-

fantbecnifed',
and thepeople 9 ever in extremes, dragged

through the dirt, and buried in the common fewers at

Montmartre, thofe images before which they had fo

lately proflrated themfelves with fuperititious and

>latrous homage.

Defpairing of fuccefs in any efforts which their

party could make in the convention, the jacobins di-

rected their thoughts to a popular infurrection as the

only
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CH.XVII.only method ofgaining a political turn in their favour.

Topics for inflaming the public mind were not wanting.

The lower clafs felt with unufual feverity the horrors

of fcarcity, and applied in vain to their governors for

fuccour. Since the fall of Robefpierre, every thing

but the adminiftration of criminal juftice had appeared

tp them in a ftate of continual deterioration. The

harveft, far from producing plenty, had left them

more than ever in mifery : the rapid depreciation of

aflignats prevented the poflibility of obtaining bread
;

while they were taught to believe that the new fyftem

of moderantifm, by encouraging monopolifers and

ftock-jobbers, occafionedv or at leafl augmented, their

diflrefs. The great number of fpies and revolutionary

women who had been ufed to receive their daily

ftipend of forty fous, being deprived of that, and

purfued by public contempt, were deftitute of a re-

fource : thefe and many other clafles were taught to

argue, that-as they were in better circumftances during
the time of Robefpierre, his government mull be pre-

ferable to the prefent, which gave them only a&ual

mifery and diftant hope.

i;th March.
Indted b? thefe arSuments > a Iarge

mob of petitioners prefented themfelves at

the bar of the convention, furioufly demanding the

re-eftablimment of the fyftem of terror, as the means
of fupplying them with bread. The prefident an-

fwered them with firmnefs
;

" The legiilators are at

theirpoft; return you to your labours." The mob
:

left
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left the hall, but their difpofition to tumult did notCn.xviI.

fubfide ; daily infurrections were excited, and groups ^^T^J"
collected in every quarter, who frequently furrounded

the hall of the convention, infulting and threatening

the members, particularly thofe called Thermidorians,

whom they vowed to exterminate. Syeyes took ad-

vantage of thefe circumftances to procure a law,, in

nineteen articles, by which all incitements to pillage

public or private property, or to acts of violence

againft individuals
;
to the re-eftablifliment of royalty ;

to revolt againft the conftituted authorities, the re-

publican government, or the national reprefentation ;

all feditious cries uttered in the ftreets or public

places againft the fovereignty of the people or the

national reprefentation ;
all attempts to obtain admif-

fion into the temple, or correfpond with the pri-

foners there
;
were declared crimes : and, on convic-

tion, the culprit was to be tranfported (as the phrafe

was, which has fince been current deported) for an

indefinite term. The fubfequent articles provided

fyftems of conduct, and rules for calling in the armed

force, on every occafion,from a fimple riot to a general

rnafiacre of the legiflators and forcible diflblution of

the convention. This law, abfurd in many refpects,

and tyrannical in all, proved that the pretended op-

pofers of the fyftein of terror, of vague denunciation,

and indefinite crime, had no objection to eftablim a

fimilar fyftem, when it tended to their own fecurity,

$r facilitated the deftruction of their opponents.

A ilngle
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CH.XVJI. A fmgle decree could not however be expe&ed

n^JT to calm the public mind and give energy to the

ats of government, when government was di-

vided againft itfelf, and when the courfe of inculpa-

tion purfued againft the exploded jacobins was fuch

as to expofe every agent of the ftate to the effects of

retro-active accufation. Many members of the con-

vention, particularly Carnot and Prieur de la Marne,

flrenuoufly oppofed the proceedings againft Barrere,

Biliaud, Collot, and Vadier. " If thefe men," faid

Carnot,
" are puniihed merely for having been

members of the committee of public fafety, I too

ought to be punifhed, for our refponfibility was in*

divifible." Carnot would not have ventured to ufe

this argument, unlefs convinced that his reputed talents

for military regulation rendered his fervices indifpen-

fable ; but he purfued it by attempting to prove that

his former colleagues were innocent, that the com-

mittee had,ated only under the imperious neceflity of

faving the common-weal, and preferving the govern-

ment, attacked by internal enemies, and threatened

from without by the coalefced powers. The conven-

tion, he judicioufly obferved, had at one period fanc-

tioned, and even applauded, thofe ats
; and how could

the fame convention now pretend to call that a crime,

which, on a former day, they had confecrated as a

virtue ?

The jacobin deputies, who were at the fame time

pn their trial, made in fubftance the fame defence ;
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and moft probably the decifion on the queiiidh would
CH.XVIL

have occafioned fome embarraffment, but the court 1795.

\vas fpared the neceflity of coming to a decifion, by

an event which enabled them to put in force

the new law of the abbe Syeyes. For four

days a continual difpofition to infurredion had been

manifefled. It began by an aflemblage of
r . . , T_ r i n 1ft April.

about fix hundred women, who forced all

of their fex whom they encountered to join with

them : their troop was augmented by all the factious

and turbulent fpirits of the city \ they feized the

hall of the fe&ion des Gravilliers, and converted into a

proclamation that paragraph of the Rights of Man

which flates, that ts whenever
oppreflion exifts, in-

furre&ion is the moft facred of duties/' Unawed by
the prefence of a deputy, who, being fent from the

convention, exhorted them to difperfe, they repaired
*

to the hall of the legiflature, and forced the entrance,

clamoroufly demanding
"

bread, and the conftitution

of 1793." Every day the tumult increafed, and the

rioters were encouraged by the furious jacobins in
*

the legiflature, feveral of whom juftified and without

difguife applauded their proceedings ;
while the ora-

tors of the mobfwore they would deliver their friends

on the Mountain from the oppreflion under which

icy groaned, or die in the attempt. When this

irmlefs, though infulting, infurre&ion, had attained

height, the legiflators judged it expedient to

its progrefs : general Pichegru was at Paris ;

and
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CH.XVII.and the convention, declaring the city in a ftate of

fiege> ^veiled him with the command of the

armed force. Aided by Barras and fome

other deputies, and fupported by a large body of

armed citizens, he fucceeded in reftoring order with-

out *
; and the convention decreed the deportation of

Barrere, Billaud, Collot, and Vadier; adding to that

meafure a vote of accufation againft Chiles, Chou-

dieu, Ruamps, Fouffedoire, Leonard Bourdon, Hu-

guet, Amar, Duhem, Thuriot, Mofes Bayle, Gra-

net, Hentz, Maignet, Cambon, Levafleur de la

Sarthe, Craflbux, and Lecointre of Verfailles, who

had all taken confpicuous parts in favour of the in-

furgents. The terrorifts were, in a few days after-

wards^ difarmed ;
and the meafure being extended to

all the ancient members of revolutionary committees

and confpicuous jacobins, nine hundred and fixty

perfons were rendered inveterate foes of the conven-

tion : but -they gained a greater number of friends by
a decree for reftoring to the relatives of thofe who

had fuffered unjuftly during the reign of terror their

confiscated properties, excepting the relations of

Louis XVL, Robefpierre and his accomplices, and

the emigrants. This apparent act of juftice was ex-

tremely popular at the moment, though it contri-

buted to depreciate the value of affignats, by ap-

* This is called by French writers the Infurre&ion du d&uze Ger

minal.

pearing
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pearlng to diminim the fund on which they were fe-CH.XVIL

cured ;
but the governors of France never intended

to render it the fource of extenfive good, and referved

the claufe againil emigrants as a fruitful fource of

future tyranny and oppreflion.

The deportation of four members of the ^th April

committee of public fafety was fpeedily fol- toGthMay.

lowed by the trial of Fouquier Tainville, and the

principal judges and jurymen of the revolutionary

tribunal. The procefles of this court had ufually

been confidered as decided before their commence-

ment
;
and now the agents of injuftice and cruelty

were doomed to experience the pangs they had in-

fli&ed on others. Their aft of accufation was

founded on all their judicial acts, all their barbarous

perverfions of juftice, their contempt of form, feeling,

and even manifefl innocence, their inhuman plea-

fantries, and their immodefl ribaldry. To complete

the accufation in their own ftyle, charges were added
" of corrupting the public morality by the mod atro-

cious and fanguinary difcourfes, and maintaining

connections, correfpondence, and intelligence, with

the confpirators already flruck with the fword of

juftice." The whole population of Paris were at once

the accufers, witneffes, judges, and jury,in this remark-

le profecution. Eloquence was not employed, nor

deed required, in illuftrating the guilt of the cul-

its ; nor, perhaps, confidering the fcene of their

and the previous fentiments of the judges, was it

necefiary.
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CH.XVII.necefTary. Fouquier maintained an undaunted af-

, and his colleagues in guilt were not behind

in audacity ; they crofs-examined the witnelfes

with addrefs, and made a defence replete with inge-

nuity, and calculated to miflead the jury. Fouquier,

whofe conduct attracted the greateft mare of attention,

was obferved, during the time the act of accufation

was read, and the public accufer was reciting facts in

fupport of it, to appear as if writing ; but his eyei

wandered incefiantly, in piercing infpeftion of th<

prefident and the whole court, the witncffes, anc

even the audience. His defence is defcribed as

aftoniming production of impudence and dexterity.

"-'If was- "not poflible," fays Mercier,
" to (hew mor<

affurance in denying, or more addrefs in qualifyingj

facts, in feparating them from confequences wit]

which they were ftrictly connected, and particular]

in offering a feafonable alibi. With an unaltere<

voice, he denied his own hand-writing ;
and with ai

unruffled countenance confronted the witnefles foi

the profecution." The trial lafted twenty-four hours 3

and fifteen of the culprits, belides Fouquier, wen
found guilty *.

The

* The number put on trial exceeded thirty : the individuals

demned were Fouquier Tainville, late public accufer of the revoh

tionary tribunal; Scellier, late prefident; Foucault and Garnu

Belannay, judges 5 Leroi, called Dix Aout-, Renaudin, Vilatt(

Prieur, Ch^telet, Gerard, and Boyenval, jurymen of the fai

court
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Their infolence did not forfake them even at the

awful moment when fentence of death was pro-

nounced
; they reviled the court, infultedthejudges ?

threatened

court ; Benoift, late agent ofthe executive power ; Lafne, an afliftant .

commiffiotaer in the civil admin iftration of the police and tribunals ; ^
Verney, turnkey at the prifon of the Luxembourg ; Dupommier,
an admin iftrator of police; and Hermann, late prefident of the

revolutionary tribunal. Of all thefe perfons the moft flagitious

memoirs are preferved ; but as Fouquier Tainville was the moft con-

fpicuous culprit, and as his conduct principally influenced the

courfe of juftice, it will be fufficient to afford the reader a ftiort

account of him.

Antoine Quentin Fouquier Tainville was, during the royal go-

vernment, a procureur au Chatekt
;
but having ruined himfelf by

expenlive living, fold his patrimony, and even his office; In 1793

he was appointed a juryman of the revolutionary tribunal, where

his eagernefs for blood, and his reproaches againft his colleagues for

their fcruples and mildnefs, recommended him to the notice of

government, and he was appointed public accufer. The following

anecdotes, fupported by evidence on his trial, will ihew in what

manner he exercifed his office. A perfon named Morin was put on

fis trial, when Fouquier thus addrefled the jury :
c( This Morin is

the perfon named in the act of accufation, but I accufe him of

laving concealed fome plate, and fo I lay hold on him :'' without

any other procefs, the man was guillotined. M. de Gamache was

>roughl into court :
"

This/' faid the umer, "
is not the perfon

lamed in the act of accufation." " Never mind that/' Fouquier

)lied,
"

bring him along." Shortly afterwards the real

Cramache appeared, and both were fent to the fcaffold. Many
inftances are recorded of the rapid condemnation of three or four

fcore perfons comprifed in one general act, without any addrefs

to the jury except afking them whether their confciences were not

.VOL. ir. G- fufRciently
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CH.XVII. threatened the jury and witnefles, vaunted their in-

nocence and patriotifm, and demanded the kindnefs

of the people towards themfelves and their children,

whom they bequeathed to the republic. They were

executed the following day, amid the fhouts

and execrations of the people, who even

fufficiently enlightened ? It was Fouquier's cuftom, after the break-

ing up of the court, to repair to a coffee-houfe near the Palais d;

Jujlice, which was frequented by the judges and jurymen of the

revolutionary tribunal. There, furrounded by a fet of low flat-

terers, he would recount the numbers he had deftroyed during the

preceding decade. " How much," he would fay,
' do you think

1 have earned for the republic within thefe ten days ?" They would

guefs fuch fums as they thought would pleafe his vanity ;
and he

would reply
<f In the next decade, I fliall unbreech (deculotterai)

three or four hundred." One day, when a cart-load of victims

were going to the fcaffold, a perfon enquired of Fouquier what crime

they had committed ?
f

I know nothing about it," he anfwered ;

" but if you will run after the cart, perhaps fome of the criminals

can tell you.*' An aged perfon, deaf, and nearly blind, was brought
to the bar, but could not anfwer the interrogatories :

" No mat-

iff," laid Fouquier,
"

this perfon a confpire fourdement" a mi-

ierable pun upon the lofs of hearing, which cannot be tranflated.

An old man was in like manner arraigned, but the palfy affecting
his tongue, prevented him from fpeaking :

" We don't want his

tongue,'* faid Fouquier, we want his head/' And in this man-

ner, in barbarous fport, were the lives of many hundreds facrificed by
this inhuman agent of a bloody government. He was executed at'

the age of
forty-eight j but his vigour of body promifed a long life,

had not juftice overtaken his crimes. See the hiftories; Mifs

WilJiams's Letters, vol. IV. letter III. j Prud'homme, vol. VI. ;

Diftionnaire des Hommes Marquans, art. Fouquier Tainville.

covered
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covered the roofs of houfes to behold their progrefs,CH.XVH.

and fee them fuffer : they were, however, unmoved ~?)

by all thefe admonitions of their guilt, and preferved

till the lad moment the fame confidence of demeanor

which had already excited fo much aflonifhment and

difguft.

The public mind could not be fo fuddenly brought

from the contemplation of terror as the only means

of fafety and the only proof of virtue in government,
to a fyftem not only decidedly oppofite in itfelf, but

denouncing vengeance againft all who had a&ed in

fupport of the former^ without ufmg arts and incul-

cating principles which had a ftrong tendency to pro-

duce crimes and cruelties, under the notion of a juft

revenge. No force or {kill in argument was necef-

fary to exafperate thofe who had loft parents^ rela-

tives, or friends, againft the wretches by whom they

had been illegally and inhumanly flain
j

but the

courfe of declamation in the legiflaturej and the pur-

port of many publications, efpecially thofe by the

late profcribed deputies, was to perfuade the people

that Robefpierre and his adherents were in collufion*

and even paid by the enemies of France ;
and thus to

:hibit them at once as aflaflms and traitors. The

lecree for demoliming and depopulating the city of

,yons had already been repealed, and feveral agents

>f the late fyftem were imprifoned there, at Toulon,
it Marfeilles, and in other places, for their ultra-

^evolutionary rigours j
but the exafperated ftate of the

G 2 public
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CH.XVII. public mind rendered the proceedings of the courts of

juftice infecure and tumultuous. At Lyons,

one Bonnard, a known informer during the

reign of the proconfuls, was put on his trial j
when the

people aflembling in great crowds, and teftifying

perhaps an unbecoming impatience, the military were

ordered to attend, and through mifunderftanding,

or too officious zeal, attacked the people with their

bayonets. Thefe, fmarting under their recent wrongs,

and apprehenfive that this imagined outrage indicated

a refolution to protect their" late oppreflbrs, flew to

the prifon de Roanne, and malTacred all their perfe-

cutors who were detained there awaiting their trial.

The deputy An miflion repairing to the fpot, found,

according to his own account, no difpofition in the

people to refift his authority ;
but his voice was

drowned amidft the clamours for vengeance, and juf-

tifications of the late violences, which every individual

attributed to 'his indignation at the lofs o'f a parent

or near and dear relative. Meafures were taken for

defending the entrances of the other prifons ; but, in

fome, the captives were armed, and the gaol called

Des Rcciufes was fet on fire, and many lives loft.

Scenes nearly fimilar occurred at Marfeilles and Tou-

lon, and theie events were afterwards generally alluded

to under the name of the reaction in the fouth.

- The embarraffments of the convention, with re-

fpeft to internal regulation, daily increafed : on one

fide, the adoption of vigorous and general meafures

again ft
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againft the men of blood was clamoroufly demanded jCn.XVIl.

on the other,, a conftitution was required with equal ^^C~
imperioufnefs and impatience.

To thefe fubjects of difficulty were added thofe

arifmg from the intolerable fcarcity, which afflicted

not only the capital, but the departments j
and the

monflrous depreciation of affignats, which rendered

it impoffible for the labouring clafs to procure the

neceffaries of life. The convention durfl not, for fear

of a fchifm among themfelves, venture on the adop-
tion of too extenfive meafures againft the terrorifts ;

and they had neither credit, nor commercial nor

finanical fkill or refources, to avert or even palliate

the evils arifmg from fcarcity and- poverty. To frame

a conftitution was indeed in their power, and that

they promifed with confidence
; and boafled of their

wifdom in nominating as a committee to propofe its

organic principles, Merlin of Douai, Cambaceres,

S/eyes, Tfiibaudeau, Lareveilliere Lepaux, Lefage
of Eure and Loire, BoifTy d'Anglas, Creufe-La-

touche, Jean Baptifle Louvet, Berlier, and Daunou.

A conftitution was not, however, a fubflitute for

the neceflaries of life
;
nor could the people, n<fw that

fuch a project was no longer a novelty, be induced to

forget their miferies by fo flimfy a confolation as any
focial fyftem, fabricated by the talents of which they

had already fufficient experience, could beftow. The

jacobins beheld with joy the augmenting difcontents,

which they thought would enable them once more

to
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CH.XVII. to aflame an afcendancyi, and planned an infurre&ion

* r that PurPfe > government too, it is faid, were

not averfe to a commotion which they felt ftrong

enough to fupprefs, and from the extinction of which

they could claim augmentations of their power, as

means of fecurity to the commonwealth. The ja-

cobins, perfectly fkilled in the arts of infurre&ion,

knew how to inflame the paflions of the people by

the flrongefl reprefentations of their fufferings, and

by artful anticipations of future mifery. They de-

fcanted, in glowing terms, on the public diftrefs ;
im-

puting it, and not without apparent caufe, to the

committee of public fafety, which, with the power of

commanding the whole wealth of the nation, fufFered

the people to perim with hunger. Murmurs were,

like the mifery which occafioned them, "general. The

farmer, ruined by the fudden depreciation of paper

money; the mechanic, obliged to lofe, in queft of a

miferable morfel of bread, the greater portion of the

day in which his labour mould have fupplied him

with the means of paying for it; the miferable mother

of a family, vainly waiting a whole night at the door

of a baker's fhop, to obtain a few ounces of bread

or of rice, inefficient for the nourifhment of her

ftarving babes; the father, overwhelmed with ten-

dernefs and poverty, feeking refuge in fuicide from

the unappeafable cries of his wretched family ; while,

on the other hand, the moft audacious immorality

pfteiitatioufly difplayed its unbridled luxury and

guilty



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 87

guilty treafures : monopolizers, under the mafk ofCn.XVII.

freedom of trade, greedily fucking up all refources,

and flopping the circulation of all neceflaries ; and

flock-jobbers, playing with private credit and drying

up the feurces of national refponfibility, trafficking

with the fubfiflence, and fattening on the blood, of

the people ; while rich upflarts ridiculoufly affected

the manners of the old court, and did not difguife

their wifhes for its re-eftablifhinent *.

Such was the picture, drawn from fact though

highly coloured, with which the jacobin leaders in-

flamed the paffions of the fans-culottes, while they

were prevented from confiding in the promifed con-

{Utution by loud commendations of that fabricated in

1793. Conceiving the public mind to be fufficiently

prepared, the jacobins announced their intentions in

the capital and to the departments by a fort of mani-

feflo, in which they propofed an infurrection to ob-

tain bread and the conjlltutlon ^"1793, words which

they ordered to be a fignal, and that all who did not

pronounce them mould be arrefled. Although this

proclamation was difleminated during feveral days in

the departments, and feveral public functionaries re-

figned their offices in order to take part with the in-

argents, yet the committees made no effort

I - j- i j 2(>th.
avert the impending attack

; and it was

iot till the very morning in which the conteft was to

* From Prud'bomme, vol. VI. p. 487.

be
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CH.XVII. be decided, that a member of the committee of public

made a communication on the fubjed to the

convention.

During the whole night of the i9th of May, the

tocfin had been founded, and frequent deputations

pafled between the fauxbourgs St. Antoine, St.

Marceau, and St. Jaques ; and on the following

morning, at the dawn of day, the ftreets were filled

with groups of men and women, fhouting bread and

the republican conftitutlon of 1793; words which were

chalked in large characters on the hats of their lead-

ers. The convention opened its fitting by reading

the proclamation for an infurre&ion, which was

loudly applauded by a party in the galleries ;
while

another party no lefs vehemently extolled the mem-

bers, when they took the oath to die at their pofts.

Many women were in the tribunes with children in

their arms, whom they held out to the legiilators,

clamoroufly 'demanding bread, to relieve the wants

of their infants and themfelves. Vernier, who was

prefident, quitted the chair, which was for a time occu-

pied by Andre Dumont, and fubfequently by Boifly

cl'Anglas ; while general Hoche, with a few followers,

endeavoured to clear the galleries. Encouraged by
thefe exertions? the convention pronounced a decree

which rendered the commune of Paris refponfible for

all crimes againft the national reprefentation, out-

lawed all the ringleaders of the infurre&ion, ordered

all citizens to repair in arms to their fe&ions, declared

their
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their fitting permanent, and charged Louvet, Ge-Cn.XVII.

milieux and Seveftre, with the promulgation of

decree.

Meanwhile a great body of people prefented them-

felves at the bar, with a petition for reducing the

price of provifions, and their addrefs was refolutely

fupported by thofe who ftill kept pofleffion of the gal-

leries, while new efforts were made for their expul-

fion : a door of the hall was forced, but the intruders

were twice driven back
; they rallied, and again

forced the entrance, encountering an armed force

which paffed through the oppofite door to refift them.

Muikets were fired on both fides, but the infurgents

remained victorious
;
about twenty of them menaced

the prefident, who remained at his poft without at-

tempting to fly ;
when Ferraud, endeavouring to pro-

tecthim , was fhot with a piftol, and his headbeing fevered

from his body, was brought in on a pike, andbrandilhed

in the face of the prefident, in whofe defence he had

fallen. The infurgents gained pofleffion of the defk

and all the benches of the convention, driving out

the greater portion of the members, and deliberating

and haranguing in their places. Boiify, who ftill fat

as prefident, vainly endeavoured to compofe the tu-

mlt
;
fome of the mob clamouring for bread, while

required the arreft of the deputies who were not

their poft, and fome the imprifonment of Tallien

id Freron. Other violent proportions were made ;

till,
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CH.XVIl-till, at a late hour in the evening, Romme, officiating

as prefident, propofed a decree for liberating the pa-

triots imprifoned fince the 27th of July for their opi-

nions, and the fufpenfion of all proceedings againfl

them, a repeal of the edid for difarming the pretended

terrorifls, and the recal of the deputies who had fled

or been arrefted on the ift of April. All thefe mea-

fures were ordained by the mob, without any other

ceremony than that of taking off their hats and crying

Decreed ! Decreed ! They alfo annulled the committee

of general fafety, appointing in its {lead a commiflion

compofed of Bourbotte, Duroi, Prieur de la Marne,

and Duquefnoi. % .

The friends of government prudently declined a de-

cifive conteft with the infurgents during the bufy pe

riod of day, when every ftreet would furnifh recruits

to their opponents; but, at eleven at night, Legendre,

at the head of a chofen corps of refolute men from

the mod faithful battalions, entered the hall, fhouting

Vive la convention ! The mob fled with precipitation ;

Legendre took the prefident's chair ; and, a number

of deputies having refumed their feats, the military

withdrew. The late decrees were immediately an-

nulled, and the deputies who had afiiited in pafling

them were put in a ftate of accufation, and taken in

cuftody by the commander -of the guard *,, It was

alfo

* The deputies thus arrefted were, Romme, Duquefnoi, Goujon,

Bourbotte, Soubrany, Duroi, Peyflant, Prieur de la Marne, Pinet
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decreed that on the following day the conven- CH.XVIL

tion mould attend Ferraud's funeral in coftume. The

fitting was clofed at half paft three in the morning,

on an aflurance from the committees that the infur-

redion was at an end.

>oon after the rifing of the convention, the

irgents were again in motion
;
the generale

it, and whole battalions from the fauxbourgs refo-

jly demanded the liberation of their imprifoned

lers. They aflembled at the Malfon de la Com-

?, called themfelves a national convention, and

it the members of the
1

real legiflature out of the

together with the fe&ions of Le Butte des

[oulins and Le Pelletier. The convention met at

te o'clock, and having obtained a guard for all

avenues to the Tuilleries, compofed of the moft

thful battalions, and given the command of the

ilry to Dubois de Crance, decreed that all the

Us in the public buildings in Paris fhould be fent to

cannon founderies, and that every individual who

>re any party fignal, except the national cockade,

mid be put in arreft. Again the convention had

lior, Albitte fenior, Lecarpentier de la Manche, Borie, Fayau,

1, Forefticr, Lavalle, Potrizel, Sergent, Beaudoin, Lacofte,

ird, Lejcune, Javogue, Dartigoyte,Mallarme, Moneftier, Maure,

jfcudier, and Laignelot. Tallien moved that the morrow's fun

Jkould not foine on them
; and Bourdon de 1'Oife required that they

jfauld bejbot In the hall ; neither motion was carried.

the
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CH.XVII. the prudence to adopt no a&ive meaiure during;-
v

17 5>

'

the day, allured that night would terminate the

infurreftien. At eight in the evening the rioters*

were affembled on the Place du Caroufel, and that'

of the Revolution, and were oppofed by the troops

who adhered to the convention. Cannon were

loaded, and both parties were loud in reproaches

and mutual defiance ;
when the committees of go*

vernment propofed to the legiflature to fend a deputa*

tion of ten members to fraternife with their brethren

of the city of Paris.

At ten o'clock the deputation returned to the hall,

announcing the fuccefs of their miffion, and that the

battalions on both fides united in fwearing to defend
j

the convention. A decree ^was immediately pafifed

that a committee of eleven mould inflantly occupy

itfelf in fecurkig fubfiftence, and mould on the i3th

of June prefent to the legiflature the necefTary laws

for organifing the conftitution of 1793. A deputa-

tion of fix members from the infurgents having then

obtained permiiiion to appear al the bar, their orator

demanded bread, the conflitution of 1793, the libeiw

ation of patriots arrefled fmce the fall of Robefpierre, i

the punifhment of fcoundrels, vengeance on thofel

who aflaflinated the people by making diflinclions be-

tween aflignats and hard cam, and required for the

people the exercife of thofe privileges which were

affured to them by the declaration of the rights of

man and by the conflitution. The orator received

the
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the fraternal embrace, and the convention rofe, re-Cn.XVlL

lying with juftice on the effec~l which their temporifmg^ j^f
conduct would produce among the people.

The night paffed in tranquillity, and the

Lfuing morning prefented no appearance

the renewal of infurredion, till the man who

carried Ferraud's head on a pike was led out

execution : he was refcued by his party, and

new mob began to colled!
;

but the conven-

>n had firft fecured with their troops the ad-

ntageous poils which their opponents had for-

erly occupied, and their battalions kept poffeffion

them during the whole night. The infurgents

fere difperfed, and their numbers thinned in pro-

don to the augmentation of thofe attached to the,

egiilature ;
their proceedings no longer threatened

danger5 though they flill indicated commo-

tion; and the convention fecured its afcen-

dancy, by decreeing that the inhabitants of the faux

mrg St. Antoine flioi/ld inftantly give up the mon-

who carried Ferraud's head on a pike and the

faffins of that virtuous legiflator, and alfo all the

mon in their poffeffion ;
in cafe of refufal, they

>re to be declared in a (late of rebellion and re-

iced by force, and no diftribution of bread was to

made in that part of the metropolis.

A body of troops, who inarched towards the faux-

mrg to enforce this decree, were repulfed, and ob-

jed to retreat
j

but .at that moment they were

joined



34 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CH.XVIIjoined by a ftrong reinforcement; the united columns

1795.
Summoned the fauxbourg to furrender on pain of a

general bombardment, and in lefs than an hour the

cannon, mufkets, affaffin of Ferraud, and leaders of

the infurgents, were given up to the commanders of

the armed force. The next day nineteen of
25th. . . .

;
fthem were executed, in pursuance of a fen-

tence of a military commiflion *. Ferraud's ob-

fequies were performed with great pomp in
Sdjune. .

H
_ _

*
tVV

the hall or the convention, which was de-

corated with flowers and oak branches for the occa-

fion. Louvet made his funeral harangue, and, be-

fides recapitulating all his virtues and acls of bra-

very, called back the attention of the legiflature to

the 2d of June, 1793, when the orator and his

friends were driven from the hall, or doomed to

, death or to find fafety in flight and conceal-

ment! .

This infurre&ion, like all thofe which preceded

it, was afcribed to the royalifts, and fears were in-

ftilled into the republicans of projects for placing the

fon of Louis XVI. on the throne. Since his fepara-

tion from his female relatives, the days of that un-,

happy child had been embittered by all the grofs and

* This is called by French writers In/urreftion des premiers

jours dc PralriaL

f See PnuThomme, vol. VI. p. 485. ; Hiftoife, par deux Amis,

vol. XIII. p. 129. j Defadoards, vol. VI. p, 81*

wanton
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Canton indignities which upftart malice, divefled ofCit.XVJl.

all decency and exempt from all reftraint, could ^
inflict. His education was at firfl intruded to one

Simon, a cobler, who made a boaft of compelling

im to drink fpirituous liquors, and to pronounce

phemies and obfcene expreffions. This wretch

fell a victim to the rage of Robefpierre againft the

Cordeliers ;
and the young prince was then aban-

doned to the fuperintendence of the guards, who ex-

ercifed their power with the utmofl malignity of wan-

ton cruelty. They were accuftomed to knock many
irnes in the night at the door of his apartment, and

:laim with a terrific voice,
"

Capet! are you

icre ?" The child, waking in terror, anfwered,

Yes, here I am."" Come hither then, and let

fee you." Upon which the innocent object of

perfecution was obliged to rife, and fhew himfelf

naked at the wicket. The guard then gave him leave

to retire to bed, and he lay trembling and dozing

the fame fcene was repeated. The offices of cleanli-

's were totally neglected. He could not, like his fe-

le relations, fupply the deficiency of attendants by his

exertions. His chamber was difgufting through ac-

.ulated filth
;

his fkin was never properly wafhed;

his hair was matted, for want of being combed. His

,1th appeared cbvioufly to decline ;
and from long

ffering and the abfence of hope, his mind would

ibably have been no lefs impaired than his body.

After the fall of Robefpierre it might have been

expected
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CH.XVIL expected that the rigour of the child's fate would have

^"^705"^
been foftened

;
but the reign of terror and the reign

of virtue were to him alike. Four months after the

definition of the tyrant, a deputation from the com-

mittee of general fafety attended at the bar of the

convention, to repel with indignation an aflertion ad-

vanced in the Courier Uni<verfel> importing, that
" the

committee, perfuaded that no one^ought, merely be-

caufe he was the fon of a king, to be degraded below

humanity, had appointed three commiflioners, men

of probity and knowledge, in the place of Simon;
two of them charged with the education of the orphan,

and the third to take care that he did not, as for-

merly, want neceffaries." This imputation roufed

the anger of the deputation; their orator declared them

flrangers to every idea of meliorating the captivity of j

the children of Capet, or of appointing them inftruc-

tors. " The committees and the convention," he

obferved,,
" know how to ftrike off the heads of J

kings, but they know not how to educate their child-
-|

ren." In the courfe of the fame month, Lequinio

pronounced that France would never be at peace \

while the
offspring of the tyrant remained among

them, and moved that the committee of government
mould devife means offending the fon of Louis out oi

the territories of the republic. This was decreed;
but no fubfequent meafures adopted.

Death, at length, delivered the legiflators

from their embarraffment, and their vidim

from
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from his woes. As fome fufpicions were entertainedCu-XVU.

that his fate had been accelerated by poifon, three 1795.

furgeons were commiilioned to examine his body.

They made a vague report, tending to prove that he,

died of a fcrofulous complaint ; but there are many
reafons to believe that he was poifoned. The expe-

diency of deftroying the direct heir to the crown was

a motive, and the untimely death of the three fur-

geons, Duflault, Doublet, and Choppart, ftrongly

corroborates the fuggeftion *.

* See Biographical Memoirs, vol. I. p, 159; Necker on the

Revolution, vol. II. p. 84 ; Les Derniers Regicides.

VOL. CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIII.

Peace made with Tufcany Holland enters into an

Alliance with France Abolifhes the Office of Stadt-

holder State of the Public Mind in Spain Of the

French Armies in the Eajiern and Wejlern Pyrenees

They are fuccefsful
in feveral Affairs of Pojis

Peace made the Terms humiliating to Spain The

Landgrave of Hejfe and Elector of Hanover make

Peace with France Treatyfor liberating the Daughter

of Louis XVL She is exchangedforfundry Prifoners

New Infurredion in La Vendee Motives ajfigned

AJJlftancefrom England promifedAn Expedition

equipped Landing effected at guiberon Several

Places captured^ including Fort Penthievre Hoche

advances he is enabled, by the Treachery offome

Deferters, to attack Fort Penthievre The Emigrants

lay down their Arms on a Pro?nife of Quarter-

but are barbaroufly murdered Charette and Stofflet,

after many braveExertions, taken and executed New

Pacification Preparations in the Convention for

framing a new ConJiitutionIts Completion announced

Examination of its Principles It is accepted by the

Peopfe:- Decree for electing two-thirds of the New
, Councils from the Convention Jlrongly ofpofed by the

People Artifices of the Convention Preparations for

Refinance General Danican heads the Popular Party
French Generals ofCharacter refufe to command the

Troops
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Troops of the Convention Barras commands them

Firft confpicuous Appearance of Buonaparte Infur-

recJion begun 'The Convention enter into a pretended

Treaty-^ but fuddenly fire upon the People Great

Slaughter The Infurreclion ended Prifoners tried by

a military Commiffion Elections completed Conven-

tion cKffblved Its Character
',

in a general View Its

Prodigality and DeJirucJion of human Life.

DURING thefe tranfaftions, the French W95.

government ufed confiderable exertions in recruiting ,

and equipping the armies
;
but the campaign was com-

menced under circumftances widely different from

thofe which preceded. The French arms were

triumphant in every dire&ion, and the military in-

flamed with the ardour refulting from fuccefs ; the

grand alliance was broken, and ftates which had

hitherto beheld the republican government with

horror, and juftly confidered its exiftence as incompa-
tible with their fafety and political independency, were

now bound in compacts of peace, and even leagued

in bonds of alliance. The grand-duke of Tufcany
had made peace before Pruflia ;

the moment victory

appeared permanent on the fide of the French he

offered his apologies for joining the allies, and ftated

that he had only adopted that mode of conduct under

the influence of threats, which he had not fufficient

force to withftand. Contemptible as this prince was

in territorial poffeflion, and even in perfonal refpe&s,

H 2 his

CHAP.
XVIII.



00 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAP, his offer of peace ~was hailed by France as the firft

v
> . defection from the general fyftem, and his

iary '

minifter was entertained at Paris with often-

tatious
civility, as a precedent for other courts to

expect that their envoys would be received with

fimilar refpect. Pruffia followed, and was indeed an

acquifition of the higheft confequence ;
and Holland,

fubdued lefs by the arms than the gold and principles

of France, foon evinced her total fubjugation, by im-

prudently taking up arms in favour of that power
whofe prevailing influence menaced her with certain

deftruction. The government ofHolland was

reformed on the French model, the office of

ftadtholder abolifhed, and an alliance be-
27thMay. ... , * .. i r i

tween the two republics immediately rol-

lowed ; ato alliance equally impolitic, difgraceful, and

difhoneft, which took from the United Provinces

every femblance of independency, and rendered the

wealth and force ofHolland abjectly fubfervient to the

ambition of their new ally, without hope of either ad-

vantage or honour to themfelves. The ftadtholder,

from the palace of Hampton-court, which the king of

Great Britain had generoufly afligned him as a re-

fidence, iffued a rnanifefto, protefting againft the late

tranfactions
; but fuch an indication of opinion could

not be expected to produce any effect beyond that of

(hewing the fentiments of an individual, and con-

firming the efteem of a few remaining adherents.

Terrified at the fuccefs of the French arms, and

infected
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infected too by French intrigues, the people in many CHAP.

parts of Spain began to teftify a defire of peace. ^__^
Politicians devoted to the interefts of the republic re- 179,5.

prefented the kingdom of Spain as deflitute both of

means and energy requifite for defence, and affected

to think that the whole realm mud inevitably be over-

run, unlefs a pacific compact was fpeedily made ; but,

in fact, Spain pofieffed all the means and all the fpirit

requifite for refiflance, and was deficient only in wife

counfellors, and prudent leaders, who would have

directed the public fpirit,
and guided the public force

to the attainment of victory and the maintenance of

independence. The French armies in both the

Pyrenees fuffered the horrors of famine, combined

with the 'fcourge of an epidemical diftemper \ from

neither could they expect relief, v/hile the Spaniards

were making daily attacks, and attempting to regain

the towns and flrong places which had been wrefted

from them. In thefe efforts they were unfuccefsful ;

but the vigour with which they were undertaken,

particularly an aflault on the town of Rofas, proves m

that a refolute exertion in government, and a zealous

determination to carry on the war, would have fecured

to them victory and independence.

In the Weflern Pyrenees, the army of France

fuffered peculiarly from famine and difeafe. " An
epidemical diforder," fays the hiftorian of this war,
" was occafioned by the crowding of the hofpitals,

which brought on that malady fo well defcribed by

Pringle
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CHAP. Prinde under the name of 'the hofpital fever. From
yvnr
L^ljthe banks of theDeva to thofe of the Gers, this vifita-

1795. tion ravaged the army; in one day twenty hofpitals

were filled
5
the officers of health and the fervants

were infected, and perifhed in great numbers." In

three months thirty thoufand perfons are faid to have

died. The Spaniards did not take advantage of this

favourable crifis, but retted quietly till the fpring,

when the French, having regained fome portion of

health and fpirits, made attacks on them in feveral

quarters. After many affairs of pofts, in
28thJune. . .

'

, r r 5. .

which they were generally fuccefsful, they

crolfed the Deva, compelled the Spaniards to
3d July. . .

'

.

evacuate their pontion at Elofua, and gained

poffeffion of Lecumbery. Three days after-

wards a fevere battle was fought in the neigh-

bourhood of Irurzun, in which the French were ftill

fuccefsful, and obtained pofleflion of Vitoria, Bilboa,

and Miranda on the.Ebro5 in confequence of the flight

of Crefpo, the Spanifh general. No other tranfaclion

of importance occurred, when the campaign
22d July. .

was terminated by a peace concluded at Bafle.

The formation of this treaty was facilitated by a change
in the cabinet of Madrid, where the duke of Alcudia, a

new minifter, afterwards known by the title of prince
ofpeace, prefided, and acted on principles directly ho-

ftile to the interefts of the allies. The joy which this

arrangement occafioned at Paris proves that the French

legiflature was not extremely fanguine in the hope of

Spanifh
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Spanim plunder and conqueft ;
the treaty was certainly CHAP.

fufficiently humiliating to Spain, who, in compenfation L
_'.j

for the towns reflored by France, yielded up her 1795.

portion of the ifland . of St. Domingo and her poffef-

fions on the continent of North America *.

To thefe pacifications mould alfo be added ^ & ^oth

thofe with the landgrave of HeiTe Caffel, Sept.

and the king of England as elector of Hanover, which

took place in the month of September ;
and further

expectations were formed, in confequence of an article

in the Spanifh treaty by which his catholic majefty

engaged to mediate with the kings of Portugal, Naples,

and Sardinia, the duke of Parma, and all other powers

who would make application to the court of Madrid.

One good effect which refulted from the fpirit intro-

duced by thefe treaties was the liberation of the lafl

remaining defcendant of Louis XVI. This un-

fortunate princefs had feen in her early years the

barbarous extermination of all her family, had been

fubjected by the reprefentatives of the great republic

to hardfhips and indignities which would not in Eng-
land be offered to a parifh charity-child, and was re-

ported to owe her life only to an ambitious project

formed by Robefpierre of marrying her, in order to

fandion fome of his ambitious views. This account

is not altogether credible, fince Robefpierre did not

* See Hiftories ; and Memoires fur la derniere Guerre entre la

France et 1'Efpagne, p. 153, et feq.,

decapitate
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CHAP,
decapitate or poifon the male heir, and he could not,

XVIII.
in any cafe, fuppofe that a title to the crown, or any

other advantage appending to royalty, could be derived

from an alliance with the female branch.

After the death of Louis XVII. the rulers of

France ventured to difmifs their fears
; and the con-

vention pafled a decree that fo foon as the minifter at

war and deputies delivered up by Dumouriez, or by
other means fallen into the hands of the allies, mould

be reflored to their country, the daughter ofLouis XVI.

mould be placed in the hands of commiflioners ap-

pointed by the emperor of Germany to receive her,

and the other members of the Bourbon family mould

be at liberty to quit the republic. After a
25thDec. ,.,,,.,. - n

confiderable time fpent in negotiation, me

was fecretly conveyed to Bafle and there furrendered

into the hands of her friends
;
and the republic gained

in return for this gem preferved from the wreck, of

royalty, Beurrionville, Camus, Bancal, Quinette, and

Lamarque, who had been delivered up by Dumouriez;

Drouet, the jacobin poft-mafter of Varennes; and

Semonville and Maret, arrefted under equivocal cir-

cuinftances by order of the governor of Milan. The

liberated deputies, particularly Drouet, publiflied

pompous rhodomontades refpecling their behaviour

oh their capture, the hardfhips and indignities they

fuffered, their republican firmnefs and valiant hauteur,

and their refolute fufferance and marvellous ad-

ve'ntures in endeavouring to efcape. The million

were
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were for a while amufed by thefe romances ; but the CHAP.

heroes being always before their eyes, they were foon
*

undeceived, and laughed at the impudence of the

narrators, and their own complaifance in crediting

their fictions. The princefs-royal was received with

the utmoft cordiality at the Imperial court, and the

archduke Charles offered her his hand
;

but this

fplendid and aufpicious alliance could not divert the

mind of the young princefs from that which (he con-

fidered her duty, the accomplifhment of a promife

made by her parents to the count d'Artois, in confe-

quence ofwhich me was married to his fon *.

.While the princefs was thus difpofed of by the

legiflators of her native country, the caufe of royalty

excited again thofe commotions in La Vendee which

the republicans hoped either to have totally fupprefled,

or, at leaft, prevented from re-appearing for a con-

fiderable period. The peace made with the people of

La Vendee in a moment fo critical to France was cbn-

fidered only as a matter of policy; and the republican

writers admit that certain men, who were accuftom-

ed to regard thofe provinces as condemned to ever-

lading profcriptioi), fhewed but little delicacy in ob-

ferving the terms of pacification. Urged by repeated

wrongs, and infpired by hopes of ultimate fuccefs,

the . people of the ancient provinces of Britanny,

Sec Hiftoire, par deux Amis, vol. XIV. p. i/s, and other

>ries and periodical works.

Poitou,
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CHAP. Poitou, Maine, Anjou, and Normandy, fuddenly

reared the flandard of revolt. Charette commanded

the Vendeans ; the Chouans and other royalifts were

led by Jofeph count de Pufaye, who held a com-

miffion from Louis XVIII., and was affifled by

StofHet, Scepeaux, Sapineau, and many others. Vitre

and Grandchamp were their general places of ren-

dezvous, but they feldom appeared as an army ; they

confined themfelves to furprifes and Ikirmifhes, in

which theywere frequently fuccefsfuLanddid
iGthJunc. , ,;. . ,

}

the republicans great injury. The national

convention, on the report of Doulcet, imputing

to the infurgents treachery, a correfpondence with

England, and a participation
'

in the late infur-

rections in Paris, patted a decree deputing three repre- 1

fentatives to the armies of the coafts of Breft and

Cherbourg and to the furrounding departments, and

empowering the committee of- public fafety to give to
jj

thcfe reprefentatives the necefiary inftructions. In

exercife of this authority, the committee iffued

a decree forbidding all aflemblies of men armed

or unarmed without a requifition, declaring the white

cockade a counter revolutionary badge, and ordaining

the profecution and punifhment of the chiefs of the

Chouans.

Thefe meafures were neither timely nor vigorous

enough to anfwer the intended purpofe. The
chiefs of the royal and catholic army of La

Vendee and of the Chouans publilhed an anfwer to

Doulcet's
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Doulcet's report, in which they fully difplayed their CHAP.

own principles andintentions, the ferocity and treachery

of the convention, the circumftances under which the

late treaty of peace had been negotiated, and the

villainy with which it was violated, particularly in the

fate of Louis XVII. Orders were given, the writer

of this paper affirmed, for the march of troops into

the infurgent provinces, and the mafiacre of their

chiefs, their wives, and their families. In fupport "of

thefe allegations an intercepted letter -was produced,

figned by Tallien, Treilhard, Syeyes, Doulcet,Rabaut,,

Marec, and Cambaceres.

Charette alfo publimed a fpirited manifeflo,

declaring the caufe of his prefent proceedings.

At the period of the late pacification, he faid, Can-

claux, the commanding general of the republican

armies, and Ruelle, reprefentative of the people, pre-

fented themfelves with a femblance of good faith,

fenfibility, and humanity, and made propofals of peace,

hey were informed of the caufes and motives which

uced the infurgents to arm ; they knew their con-

t love for the unfortunate offspring of their kings,

their inviolable attachment to the religion of their

efathers. They decoyed the Vendeans into feveral

cret conferences. ' Your wifhes mall be fulfilled,'

ey faid
;

< we agree with you in opinion ;
our

eft hopes are the fame as yours ;
no longer fe-

ate yourfelves from us, but exert yourfelves in con-

t with us, and within fix months, at moft, all your

wifhes
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CHAP, wifhes (hall be granted, and Louis ^XVII. be feated

^
X I

l^on tf16 tnrone - We wm*

caufe a11 the
J
acobms and

1795. Maratifts to be arrefled and removed, and monarchy

fhall be eftablifhed on the ruins of popular anarchy.

To the glory already acquired you will add the diftin-

guifhed honour of having, in a direct and active

manner, co-operated to bring about this fortunate

change, and of reftorin^ the happinefs ofyour country,

as well as of all the other provinces of France/

Jn order to evince the fmcerity of their intentions,

Moriflbn, Gaudin, Delaunay, and other reprefenta-

tives, allured the Vendeans, in feveral conferences,

that the whole convention was of the fame fentiments,

but that prudence made it neceffary to act with ,cirl

cumfpeclion, and not to
-fly

in the face of the public

opinion, but by little and little to prepare and bring on

the new order of things.
c The more to convince

you of the fmcerity of our profeflions,' they obferved,'
6 we allow you to retain your arms. No kind of

hoftilities* fhall be exercifed againft you and your

country. In appearance you will organife your

military force, under the name of territorial guards ;

but, in fact, it will - remain the fame. We promife

even to deliver into your hands fome of the criminalsr

who have pillaged and defolated your unfortunate

country, and fupply you with powder and ammuni-

tion.
1 Thefe promifes, Charetce obferved, were ii

part fulfilled ; powder and ammunition were feni

and fome foldiers were given up as victims to the

juft
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juft refentment of a people enraged by their ex- CHAP.

Cdfes. J^.
" But how great was our aftcnifhment," Charette 1795.

proceeds,
" or rather our indignation/ when we found

our confidence abufed and our expectations fruftrated

by thofe faithlefs and ihuffling intriguers, who are ever

guided by the circumftances of the moment
;
when

we faw the chiefs of the Chouans arrefted, imprifoned,

and furrendered to fanguinary tribunals
;
when we

faw the chiefs of the Vendeans treated in the fame

manner, fome of our infantry and cavalry difarmed,

our provifions carried off, all forts of hoftilities com-

mitted, and all the atrocities and horrors of civil war

renewed ; laflly, when we learnt that the ill-fated fon

ofour unfortunate monarch
',
our klng^ had been cowardly

foifoned by that impious and barbarous feel, which, far

from being deftroyed^ JlilL defolates our unfortunate

country !

" What was it then our duty to do ? that which

honour,, and our inviolable attachment to the throne

and the, altar, dictated ;
that which the people them-

fclves, more enraged than ever,demanded and defired.

We have taken up arms again, and renewed the in-

Iblable oath never to lay them down until the heir

arent to the crown fhall be feated on the throne

his forefathers, and the Roman-catholic religion

H&nowledged and faithfully refpeded.

Frenchmen, ye that fall deferve this name,

judge,
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*CHAP. judge and decide on our fentiments and conduct :

join, or rather imitate us. Rife at laft from that

daftardly Itupor and indifference wherein you havefo

long languifhed. Rally around the common centre

and glory of Frenchmen ; ceafe to be in appearance

the guilty aifociates of your enemies, and to ferve

your executioners. Let experience tutor you ;
and

prefer a glorious death to a life branded with

crimes."

This eloquent addrefs was reinforced by one

from M. de Pufaye, who promifed that the

king of Great Britain would fpeedily fend to the af-

fiilance of the infurgents an army compofed ofFrench

troops, French officers and foldiers, who had for four

years fought for their king.

In anfwer to thefe papers, Tallien and
iSthJuIy.

-
, , f , r 7 T

Blad, members or the committee or public

fafety, fent on fpecial miffion, publifhed a proclama-

tion in the name of the republic, filled with coarfe

reflections and rancorous abufe againfl the allied

powers and the emigrants, but not denying any one

allegation in the proclamations of the royaliils, not

even the letter to which Tallien's fignature was affix-

ed. The convention alfo publifhed, and circulated

with profufion, a pretended manifefto of Louis XVIII.

in which, regardlefs of the natural character and ge-

neral conduct of that prince, and regardlefs even of

the tenor of the proclamation of the 2 iff of June by

the
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e.royah'ft chiefs, they made him utter fentiments of CHAP.

cruelty., tyranny, and implacable revenge *.

The interference of England was confidently ex-

pected, and the time was peculiarly favourable to

fuch an exertion. The emigrants, many of whom
had long been fed by the bounty of the Britifh nation,

panted for an opportunity to mew that they were not

formed for a life of humble dependence without

making a flrenuous exertion to' recover their rights,

and affert in arms the caufe to which they were de-

voted. The Englifh prifons were crowded with

French captives, many of whom profefled an ardent

defire 'to join in an expedition to be headed by the

princes and nobles of their own country.
L, -ri r/i u i

22dJune.
The Englifh navy rode triumphant in the

Channel, where lord Bridport had recently defeated

the French fleet and taken three mips of feventy-

* See all thefe papers, except that of the sift of June,, in De-

bret's Collection, vol. IV. The paper which the editor of that

compilation has omitted is in the Hiftoire de la Revolution, par

deux Amis, vol. XIV. p. 84 j
Hiftoire de la Republique Fran-

(joife depuis la Separation de la Convention Nationale, jufqu' a la

Qonclufion de la Paix entre la France et 1'Empereur, par, Defa-

doards, vol. I. p./ 52. A circumftance which ftrongly proves the

authenticity of this paper, and the genuineness of the letter inferted

in it, is this : Defadoards, fubfequently to his firft publication,

a general Hiitory of the Revolution, in which he repnblifhed

this proclamation in a garbled form, and particularly excluded from

the (ignatures to the letter the names of Sycyes and Treilhard. See

Ire de la Revolution, vol. VI. p. 167.

four
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CHAP, four guns. A refpectable portion of the Englifli

if J >rniniftry had, always been of opinion that France
*

I79/>. was the fpot where the effects of the French re-

volution^ ought to be counteracted
;

that a prince of

the blood, at the head of a large army, mould raife the

flandard of a counter-revolution in his native land,

and be empowered to pronounce the dictates of juf-

tice, or offer the perfuafions of mercy. The chiefs

of the infurredtion addrefled an energetic petition to

George III. explaining their motives for refuming

their arms, requefting his afliftance, and invoking

him to follow the example of his great predeceflbr,

queen Elizabeth *.

Influenced by thefe motives, and gained by thefe

entreaties, the Britifh government difpatched a flrong

naval force to affift the infurgents ;
and befides equip-

ping a great numer of emigrants and prifoners, pro-

vided an ample portion of arms, ammunition, and

clothing, for fuch inhabitants of France as might be I

willing to join them.

Although no fea-port was in pofleflion of :

!

^7" til

the infurgents, the Englifti fleet found 'no I

difficulty in effecting alanding of three thoufand troops <

at Quiberon ;
a body of republicans, who oppofed )

them, were eafily difperfed ; and it is faid tht the in-

furgents, apprifed of the time and place of landing,

favoured the operation by feizing an important bat-

* See Debre It's Papers, vol. IV. p. 113.

tery,
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tery, arid breaking down the bridges which would CHAP.

enable the republicans to unite their corps. Count, ^ 1

d'Hervilly, who fo honourably diftinguiftied himfelf 179-5.

on the loth of Auguft, 1792, commanded the emi*

grants ; and, in order to afcertain the difpofition of

the country, advanced fome diflance from the place

of landing. Great numbers came in and received

clothing and accoutrements, and hopes were enter-

tained of eflablifhing a formidable army ;
but thefe

expectations were checked by the conduct of the

Chouans, who, incapable of renouncing their own

peculiar mode of warfare, fled at the fight of a few

republican troops, hiding themfelves among hedges

and inclofures, and feeking only an advantageous

moment for a temporary fally, The emigrants, how*

ever, gained po&iTion of Auray, and were matters

of a fmall tract of country between the lake of Auray
and that of Kergourich, to the high road leading

from Auray to Hennebond
; they alfo captured fort

Penthievre, with fix hundred men, whom they fent

prifoners to the Britifh fleet;

Hoche commanded the republican troops in this

quarter : confidering his force inefficient, he retreated

to Morbihan
;
and evacuating feveral towns, halted

in the midway to Rennes. Soon the acceflion of

reinforcements enabled him to refume ofFenfive oper-

ations and compel the emigrants to evacuate Auray,
abandon an entrenched camp at Carnac, and fall back

to the peninfula of Quiberon, under the guns of fort

VOL, ii. i Penthievre
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CHAP. Penthievre, The principal aim of the republican

_ '^general was to flraiten their quarters, as he had no

1795. hope of taking the pofition they occupied by affault j

but an aft of treachery enabled him to concert a plan

of attack which was crowned with fuccefs. Some

republican prifoners, who had volunteered in the ex-

pedition, having deferted, undertook to guide the

French troops by -an almofl impaflable route to fort

Penthievre, the defence of which was injudieioufly

entrufted to men of their own defcription. The

enterprife was commenced on a moil tern-
28th July.

'

.

peituous night, by a detachment of three

thoufand men,, under generals Humbert, Watteau, and

Menage* An attack was made along the fea coaft,

where the Englifh gun-boats kept up fo galling a fire

that the aflailants were on the point of retreating^

when, to their great aftonifhment, the trieoloured flag

was feen flying on the top of the fort* This change
was effefted by a divifion of three hundred men under

Menage, who, marching up to their waifts in water,

through a tempeftuous fea, and climbling from rock

to rock, had reached the fortrefs,fcaled the walls, and,

perhaps affifted by the treachery of the garrifon, made

themfelves matters of
it,, after putting all who refilled

to the fword.

Nothing now remained to impede the attack of the

republicans on the remaining force of the royalifls^

The Chouans, with M. de Puyfaye at their head,

had embarked in the flat-bottomed boats, and were

carried
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carried to other parts of La Vendee, where they dif- CHAP.
. XVIII.

perfed themfelves among their friends. The emi-__^ >

grants, headed by the young Comte de Sombreuil,
1795 -

protected the reimbarkadon of the aged men, women,
and children, who had attended the expedition, and

then prepared to fell their lives as dearly as poffible.

A portion of their force had already laid down their

arms and gained the republican ranks, protefting

that they had only joined the royalifls through com-

pulfion ; Hoche was rapidly advancing, and had

obliged Sombreuil and his followers to retreat to an

ifolated rock, whence many threw themfelves into

the fea, and perimed in a vain effort to reach the

(hipping. The remainder were preparing for refift-

ance, when they were fummoned to capitulate, and

induced to lay down their arms on a promife that their

lives mould be fpared. Such a promife, however,

availed them but little, when the performance of it

depended on Hoche and Tallien
;
men utterly diverted

of all feeling of humanity, and particularly inflamed

againfl the emigrants, whom Hoche had fworn to

exterminate if ever they landed on the foil of France.

They were tried by a military commiflion, who doom-

ed them to be (hot
; a fentence which was

executed on all who were captured, clergy

as well as laity, and on young Sombreuil himfelf, not-

withftanding his animated proteftationS againfl the il-

legality, the difhonour, the worfe than barbarifm, of

fuch a proceeding. Hoche and Tallien attempted to

i 2 juftify
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CHAP,
jtrftify

themfelves from the charges of this young heroj

their apology, far from convincing the impartial)

does not feem to be much relied on even by republi-

can writers*

After this difafter, Charette, Stofflet, and de Puy*

faye, vainly endeavoured to excite the Vendeans to

new efforts; they could raife no more than eighteen

hundred men, who were fpeedily difperfed. De Puy*

faye was obliged to quit the country ; Charette and

Stoffiet, after maintaining a hard conflict at the head of

a few followers^ and haraffing perpetually the armies of

the republic, were finally defeated, taken prifoners, and

fhot at Nantes, in purfuance of the verdict of a military

eommiflion. The Britifh armament remained on the

coaft fo long as a probability appeared of ferving the

caufe in which they were employed : they failed in an

attempt on Noirmoutier3 but captured Tifle d'Yeu, an

acquisition of no importance in itfelf, but of confi-

derable ufe in
f

keeping up the alarms of the republi-

cans, and obliging them to maintain all along the

coaft a great body of troops, always on the alert, and

always uncertain i-n what direction they mould be

called upon to act. At length the French govern-

ment having again conciliated the infurgents, and

formed a new treaty of peace, the Britifli

fleet retired to its own ihores *.

* See Iliftoire, par deux Amis, vol. XIV. p. So to 1285 De-

fadoards, vol. VI. j Vie de Hochc, vol. I. p. 249 ;
and Gazettes,

and debates in the Britifh parliament.

Before
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Before the termination of this tranfaction, the con- CHAP.

vention had given to France a new focial compact, and

ceafed to exift. The infurrections in favour of the

conftitution of 1793, fupported as they were by the

vileft and mod fanguinary of mankind, had rendered

that code odious ; no man could avow a predilection

for it without being included in the lift of terrorifts,

and no one could profefs a defire to reftore the firft

conflicution while all parties in the nation united ia

expreflions of abhorrence and dread of royalty. This

was the Hate of mind in which the convention wifhed

to fee the public ;
and to effect this object they had

permitted the late commotions to gain fo great an

afcendancy, and tolerated acts which muft inevitably

occalion bloodfhed Divided as they were into knots

of factions who mutually hated each other, and daily

employed in ftigmatifmg acts in which they had bu
a year before ilaviihly concurred, they could not

hope to gain the public opinion in their favour, and

therefore fought only to eftablifh their authority by
force while they manufactured a new conftitutional

code, and prepared for the feizure of all offices of

truft and profit, and even of ihe remains they intended

to leave of popular reprefenration, for the benefit

of creatures of their own. In execution of the

decree for difarming the agents of terror, they ex-

ercifed a new fyftem of domiciliary vifitation, both

iu the capital and the departments j and even in.

1795-
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the convention they filenced by terror
8th&.uth }

.

i Auguft. many or their opponents, and put others in

a ftate of arreil *.

Having by fuch means removed all fear of oppo-

fition in the legiflature,
the ruling party announced

that they had completed/the conftitution, and were

prepared to fubmit it to the people in primary af-

femblies. The new code was in every refpecl lefs

calculated to produce happinefs, freedom, or refpec-

tability, than that of 1793 ;
it left neither the rude

* Among the number thus made to tafte the cup of tyrannic

cruelty which they had fo often forced to the lips ofothers, was Le-

quin'io, one of the moft fanguinary and atheiftical of all thofe who

profaned the names of reafon and philofophy, by making them the

pretext for every fpecies of crime, however revolting to nature or

the principles of humanity. He was accufed on facts demonftrated

to be true by his own correfpondence while on miflion at Rochfort,

FOrient, Breft, La Rochelle, and La Vendee ; of thefts and cruel-

ties committed in thofe departments ; of having daily eaten and

drunk with the executioners, whom he named the avengers of the

people ; of having, by the produce of his rapine, paid his debts, pur-

chafed lands, fettled large fums on his brother, formerly a monk
at Vannes j of having made the guillotine a tribune for harangues j

of having with his own hand blown out the brains of prifoners j

and of having forced infants to trample on the gore of their

butchered parents. His imprifonment was not, however, in fa,
owing to any of thefe enormities, but to a fufpicion that he was

intriguing againft the ruling party ; and fo little horror was excited

by his crimes, that he was included in a decree of amnefty paffcd
in the enfuing year.

'

Seo Diftionnaire des Hommes Marquans,
art. Lequinio.

vigour
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vigour of a fyflem entirely republican, nor the rapid
CHAP.

energy of one abfolutely defpotic ;
it provided ac_^Jl.

ground for perpetual difputes between thofe who ac- 1795

quired or aimed at power, and thofe who, under pre-

text of loving liberty, folicited popularity ; and it was

eafy to perceive, that under its influence, government
mud be totally relaxed, or depend for its tone on mi-

litary force and clandestine artifices alone. This con-

(litution has been ably inveftigated by many writers ;

and the hiftory of its opei ations, and the conduct of

men profeffing to be guided by its letter and fpirit,

will form the bed practical proof of its folly and atro-

city ; yet it will not be an ufelefs labour to give a brief

view of its principles.

The new code, like all others which had beerji

propofed, was ufhered in by a declaration of the

rights of man, which w.as in fubftance fimilar to thofe ~;

in preceding conftitutions, but limited or weakened

by ambiguous and qualifying terms, as in the follow-

ing inftances :

" Thofe who folicit, expedite, fign,

execute, or caufe to be executed, arbitrary affs, are cul-

pable, and ought to be pnnijhfd"
" The fovereignty

relides ejjenttally in the unmerfality of citizens.*' The

declaration of rights containeci many fentences equally

doubtful in their conftruftion, and they were rendered

ftill more fo by a declaration of duties, which placed

every right in fubferviericy to the law, and declare4

?11 breakers of the law a.t war with fociety,
and all

yho ejuded without infringing it unworthy of bene*
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CHAP, volence or efteem
5 principles calculated to ferve as a

J__ J;^ bafis for any fpecies of military tyranny, and to hold

179.5. in perpetual terror all men whofe a&ions could by

any construction be deemed evafive of laws which

it could not be proved that the individuals had

broken.

The/ republic was declared one and indivifible and

in the foolifh jargon of the revolution it was faid the

unhwfality of French citizens is the fovereign. In

defcribing the departments into which the republic

one and indivifible was divided, feveral which had

been acquired by fraud or conquer!:, as 1'Aveyron

and Le Mont-Blanc, and fome which were at that

period in the hands of powers at war with France, as

Martinique and Pondicherry, were included. This

arrogant pretenfion to retain conquefts, but to re-

nounce no rights in favour of conquerors, may be

juflified by thofe who admit no reafoning againft the

decrees of fortune, and think all proceedings juft and

wife which are ultimately fuccefsful ;
but no argument

which could be advanced at the moment could

Operate as a justification. The prefumption of the

declaration was rendered flill more flriking
30th Sept. . .

when the convention decreed the incorpora*

tion of Belgium with the republic, and made it,

equally with the ancient territories of the nation, an

integral and indivifible part of their dominion,

Every man born and refident, who, after the age of

twenty-one, mould have infcribed his name in a civic

regifter,
,
w

, >*'
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yegiiler,
and afterwards lived a year on the territory

CHAK

of the republic, and paid a direct contribution, or
'

who had made a campaign for the eftablimment of

the republic without paying any contribution, was de-

clared a French citizen. Foreigners acquired the

fame rights by refiding in France feven years after

making a declaration of an intention to fettle there,

provided they paid a direct contribution, pofTeifed a

real property or agricultural or commercial efta-

blimment, or married a French woman. The rights

of citizenfhip were loft by naturalifation in a foreign

country ;
affiliation with any foreign corporation

which fuppofed diftin&ion of birth, or required relir

gious vows ; by accepting functions or penfions from

"a foreign government ; or by condemnation to cor-

poral or infamous punimment. Thefe rights were

fufpended in the perfons of madmen, bankrupts, and

their heirs who retained their property, hired fer-

vants, thofe under accufation, or under fentence of

contumacy ;
and a citizen refiding feyen fucceflive

years out of the territory of the republic without mif-

fion or leave, was to be reputed a foreigner. No man
could be infcribed on the civic regifter fo as to ob

tain the titje of citizen unlefs he could read, write,

and exercife a mechanical or agricultural profeffion ;

but, in favour of the prefent generation, a provifo was

added, that this article mould not operate till the

twelfth year of $1$ republic.

Primary
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CHAP. Primary affemblies were to be compofed of citizen*

XViI
^j domiciliated in the fame canton, in number four,

179:3. hundred at lead, and nine hundred at mod ;
no one i

was to appear in arms, and the validity of their opera- j

tions was to be referred to the legiflative body alone*
j

Thefe affemblies were to accept or reject the conftitu*.
j

tion propofed to them, and to make the elections!

which belonged to them in virtue of its decrees

They were t6 meet in full right on the 2 1 ft of March

in every year, to elect, as occafion might require

members of electoral affemblies, a juftice of peace

and affeffors, and a prefident of the municipal admini

ftration of cantons. Immediately after thefe elections

communal affemblies were to be held in communes o

lefs than five thoufand inhabitants, to choofe agents

and affiltants : all elections were to be made by fecret

ballot.

Each primary affembly was to nominate one elector

in about two hundred citizens to vote in electoral:

affemblies, to which no man was competent who,

befides the qualifications neceffary to a French citizen

did not poffefs property or a valuable leafe, equivalenj

to the produce of a hundred and fifty, or, in fomti

cafes, two hundred, days' labour. The affemblie'-

were to meet on the Qth of April in each year, t<j

terminate in ten days, and in that time to elec"

members of the legiilative body, the court of annul

ment, high jurors, adminiftrators of departments:

officer
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officers ofthe criminal and judges of the civil tribunal. CHAP.

They were flrictly prohibited from difcuiling fubjects *..

foreign to thefe elections, and from correfponding

with other electoral afiemblies.

e legiflatlve body was to be compofed of a

cil of elders and a council of five hundred, the

bers of which could hold no public function

fave that of archivifl of the republic. They were not

reprefentatives of the body which nominated them,

but of the whole nation, and fubject to no injunctions :

they were to be annually renewed by thirds
; but

1 members who had gone out were re-eligible, unlefs

! they had retained their feats fix years, in which cafe

1

they could not be re-elected for the fpace of two

s

years. Each body had a right of police over its own
t members, but aould not pronounce a more fevere

Fentence than cenfure, arreft for eight days, or im*

i prifonment for three. The fittings were to be public ;

i! the votes generally taken by fitting and rifing up ;
but

). in cafes of appel nominal, the votes of individuals were

to be fecret. Each member of either council was

at allowed an annual ftipend of the value of fix hundred

it and thirteen quintals and thirty-two pounds of wheat ;

ei the executive power was not to caufe any body of

to troops to pafs or flop within twelve leagues of the

tf commune where the councils were fitting, and the

1
legiflative body was to be guarded by at leaft fifteen

G. hundred men from the national guard.

The members of the council of five hundred were,

for
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CHAP, for .the prefent, to be admitted at twenty-five years of

but after the year feven of the republic they

Could not fit unlefs th'ey were thirty. They were to

propofe laws, which were to be read three times at

intervals of ten days, and printed and diftributed two

days before the fecond reading ; thofe, which were

rejected could not be re-propofed in left than a year,

but proportions recognifed as urgent were exempt

from thefe regulations. Proportions approved by!

the council of five hundred were to be tranfmitted to

the elders, under the title of refoiutions.

The council of elders, or ancients, was compofed oi

two hundred and
fifty men, aged- at lead forty,

married or widowers, and domiciliated in the republi<

during the preceding fifteen years. They were t<

approve or reject the refoiutions of the council of fr

hundred, and, like them, to read the laws three tim<

at intervals of five days ; and refoiutions rejected

them could not be re-introduced till after the expin

tion of a year. They were prohibited from parti;

rejections ; they muft either fanctjon or reject refoh

tions in toto. In them was veiled the power

changing the place of fitting of the legislative bod]

The members of both councils were guaranteed fron

examination^ accufation, or trial, at any time, fo

what they might have faid or written in exercife c

their functions ; nor could they be brought to an-

trial from the moment of their nomination till thirt

. after the expiration of their functions. The

mighi
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ht$ however, for criminal acts, be feized, flagrant*
CHAP*

deliflo ;
but notice muft be given without delay to the

legiflative body, and the profecution could not be con-

tinued till the council of five hundred had propofed^

and the elders decreed^ that the offender fhould be

brought to trial. The votes were to be by appel

nominal and fecret ballot; and the high court of juftice

alone could fit in judgment on them, whether in cafes

of flagrans dellctum^ or of treafon, dilapidation^

manoeuvres to overturn the conftitution, or offences

againft the internal fecurity of the republic. The

vote of accufation fufpended the offender from his.

functions, the acquittal of the high court reftored

him.

The executive power was delegated to a directory

Pfive

members, nominated by the legiflative body*

rforming the functions of an electoral affembly in

the name of the nation* The council of five hundred
'

was to form, by fecret ballot^ a lift of ten femes the

numbers of the directory to be nominated, and pre-

fent it to the council of elders, who were to choofe, by
fecret ballot alfo^ out of the lift. The members of the

directory muft be forty years , of age at leaft, and
'

could not be taken but from among citizens who had

been members of the legiflative body or minifters*

The directory was to be partially renewed, by the

election of a new member, every year. During the

firft four years, the fuccefiive going out of thofe norni*

nated the firft time to be decided by lot. None of
t

the
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CHAP, the members going out to be re-elected till after an
XVIII.

interval of five years. The afcendants and defcendants

in direct line
; the brothers, uncles, and nephews,

coufms in the firfl degree, and connections by mar-

riage in the fame degrees, could not be members of

the directory at the fame time, nor fucceed one another

in it till after an interval of five years. Each member

of the directory to be prefident in turn, for three

months only. The prefident to fign, and keep the

feal. The- directory not to deliberate, unlefs three

members prefent. A fecretary (not one of the

members) was to counterfign difpatches, and draw

up the deliberations in a regifter, in which each

member might enter his opinion, with his reafons.

The directory was to provide, according to law, forj

the external or internal fecurity of the republic ;
mak<

proclamations conformable to the laws, and for thi

execution of them
;
to difpofe of the armed force, bi

no one of them could command it till two years aft<

the expiration of his functions. The directory migl

iffue warrants of fummons or arrefl againft the

fumed authors of confpiracies or accomplices ;
intei

gate them ;
nominate generals in chief; fuperinte]

and affiire the execution of laws in the adminiftratio]

and tribunals, by commifTaries of its own nomination

appoint and difmifs minifters, who were to be fix

ieaft, or eight at mod ; the minifters were not to foi

a council, and were refponfible both for the non-exe

;

cution of laws, and the non-execution of order;

Th*
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The directory alfo nominated the receiver of dired CHAP.

taxes in each department ;
the fuperintendants in

chief of indired contributions, and of the admini-

ftration of national domains ;
and all the public

functionaries in the French republic.

o member of the diredory could quit the territory

republic till two years after the ceflation of his

idions
; and they were bound, during that interval,

prove their refidence to the legiflative body. The

tunts and information demanded of them by either

incil to be furnimed in writing ; and they were

ind, every year, to prefent to both councils, in

writing, an eftimate of the expences, the fituation of

the finances, the flate of exifling penfions, and the

plan of thofe which were to be efta-blifhed or created,

and to point out all abufes that had conie within their

knowledge. They might at all times,, by writing,

invite the council of five hundred to take a fubjed

into confideration, and propofe to it meafures, but

not plans drawn up in form of laws. No member of

diredory to abfent himfelf more than five days, or

ove above eight leagues from the place of refidence

appointed for them, without being authorifed by the

lative body.

o the diredory were afligned peculiar drerTes7

tout which they were never to appear in the

exercife of their fundions
; they had guards, pre-

cedence in public ceremonies^ military honours, mef*

fengers
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CHAP, fengers of ftate, a rcfidence at the expence of the r
xr TT T i r

public, and an annual falary equivalent to 10,22

quintals of wheat.

The conilitution regulated the adminiflrative and

municipal bodies, fixed the judicial power, directed

the adminiflration ofjuflice to be gratuitous, appointed

juries in criminal cafes fomewhat fnrrilar to the grand

and petty juries in England, but directed their votes

to be taken by fecret ballot, and provided a tribunal

of annulment. The public force was divided into

the national guard, fedentary and in activity. .

For public inftruction, primary fchools were efla-

blifhed, but the republic provided only for the lodging

of the inftructors ; and fuperior fchools, at the rate of

one for two departments. A national inftitute was

alfo appointed, charged to collect difcoveries, and

improve the arts and fciences for the whole re-

public.

The remaining chapters regulated the finances, th<

national treafury, the external relations of the ftat<

and provided means for revifing the conflitution.

Under the head general difpofitkms, religious vo 1

were forbidden
j
the liberty of the prefs was acknow-

ledged, but publimers fubjected to
refponfibility j

freedom of worihip was allowed, but the ftate paid for

no eflablifhment, nor could individuals be compellec
to contribute towards any ; domiciliary vifits were

forbidden* except in virtue of fome law, and for ;

perfor
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perfon or object exprefsly dated within the act
;
no CHAP.

aflembly of citizens was to call itfelf a popular fociety, , ^
or correfpond or affiliate with any other, or hold 1795.

public fittings, or impofe conditions of admiflion, or

arrogate rights of exclufion, or make its members

wear external marks of affociation ; aflemblages armed

or unarmed might be difperfed by force if necefiary,

and no man was to wear diftinctive drefies calling to

mind functions formerly exercifed, or fervices per-

formed ;
the public functionaries and members of the

legiflative bodies alone were to be fo diftinguimed.

Finally, the conftitution declared, that the nation

rould in no cafe fuffer the return of the French, who

tving abandoned their country fince the i5th of

ily, 1789, were not comprehended in the exceptions

lade to the laws againft emigrants ; and interdicted

the legiflative body from creating new exceptions

upon this point. The property of emigrants was

evocably confifcated to the benefit of the republic,

'he French nation proclaimed alfo, as guarantee of

le public faith, that after an adjudication legally

>mpleted of national property, whatever might have

its origin, the legitimate holder could n9t be

difpoflefled of it ; but a perfon reclaiming it might, if

there were reafon, be indemnified by the national

eafury : and they committed the depofit of the pre-

;nt conftitution to the fidelity of the legiflative body,

>f the executive directory, of the adminiftrators and

judges ; to the vigilance of fathers gf families ; to

VOL. II. K
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CHAP, wives and to mothers ;
to the affedion. of the young

X
WV, citizens, and to the courage of all the French**

1795. The prevalence of terror and general fuppreffion

of, public fpirit occafioned this conftitutipn, with all

its faults, to be alrnoft immediately accepted by, the.

people in primary affemblies ; at lead fuch was the

report given to the convention, and no one was found

courageous enough to contradict, it, within thofe walls.

But. a different fate attended,, a tyrannical decree of

tjie legiflature obliging tfte electoral afTemblies to re-

eled, two. thirds of the members of tjie new' councils,

fjrom
thofe members of^he^exifting legiflative body

who were in activity ; a. phrafe which was explained to

mean, all but thofe againfywhom decrees,of accufation

oj- arfeft^ had ;
been iffued. CoAfidering how touch

tl\e convention had been reduced in number by pro-

fcriptions, executions, and decrees, of different kinds,

it muft be perceived that this new, edic\ compelled the

people of foance to re-eled almpfl the whole of a

body(
whofe bafenefs, ignprance, venality, and cruelty,

h^axi already exppfed them to general contempt and

In. vain were attempts made to cajole the

* The analyiis of this conftitution is given at unufual length,

becaufe it fliews a complete departure from the vaunted fyftem of

republican equality ; and becaule it was the only one which was

fairly fubmitted to the teft of experience. For the conftitijtion fee

Debrett's State Papers, vol.. IV. p.
(

i, and the periodical works ;

Hiftoire, par' de^iX Amis, vol. XIII. p. 278 : for fome linking

refleftioris ori it^ fee Necker on the Revolution, vol. II. part III.

fcftions IV. and V.

people
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people by an addrefs, reminding them of their CHAP.

pail achievements in the caufe of liberty ; exhorting

them not to look back to the more from which

they had flarted (meaning tranquillity and royalty) ;

affirming that if the people were tired of revolutions

they were not fo of liberty ; and admonifhing them

againft attempting new revolutions, while the termina-

tion of their difafters could only be found in finifhing

that which was already commenced. In vain were

they promifed the bleflings which would await a

government, free without licentioufnefs, and flrong

without defpotifm* ; the manifeft tyranny of the new

regulation, the mockery of an election permitted on

fuch terms, were too obvious and too diigufting to be

rendered palatable by any artifices, or explained away

by any fophiftry. The majority of the fedions of

Paris expreffed abhorrence of this act of power,

which, to ufe their own phrafe, limited the fovereignty

of the people ; the bar of the convention refounded

with daily petitions ;
the journalifts contended againft

it with uaufual vehemence ; the writers of pamphlets,

the ftreet orators, and thofe who were in the habit of

haranguing the fedions, increafed by their efforts the

agitation of the public. The fedion called after

Lepelletier was the centre of thefe exertions, but all

men, except the immediate dependents of govern-

* See this decree and addrefs, HUioire, par deux Amis, vol. XI1L,

P- 347-

K 2 ment,
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CHAP. ment
?

feemed to partake in the popular feeling*

?^!!l* founded;, as it really was, on truth and juftice.
The

17S. convention, however, maintained their point with the

clumfy dexterity of men determined to fucceed^ and

carelefs of the opinion of mankind on the groJTnefs of

their fraud : they pretended that there was no ground

for the primary aflemblies to difcufs the obnoxious

decrees j tjiey formed a part of the conftitution, anc|

in accepting the one, they had of courfe fan&ioned

the other.

Such a miferable fophifm was not calculated to

convince the people^ or to fupprefs their indignation;

but the convention was indifferent to opinion > and

thought themfelves fufficiently powerful to refifl the

effe&s of popular refentment* They felt the good

confequences of their former artifices in permitting

popular commotions to gain* a certain height, and

then amiming a merit for repreffing them, and in

creating an antipathy and dread of the royalifts and

terrorifts, while they were to be confidered as the only

fafe refuge from both. They knew, it is faid, a month

beforehand, ^
that an infurreftion would take place on

the fubject of the compulfory elections, but connived

at all preparations, and even fecretly encouraged the

publication of different plans for reftoring royalty, in

the perfon of Louis XyilL, the defcendant of the

duke of Orleans, and even of the duke of York ;

wjiile on the other hand> propofals were made wkh

equal boldnefs for imprifoning all the patriots, and

facrificiiig
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facrificing all who had any {hare in the acts of govern- CHAP.

ment during the reign of terror. Thefe artifices L
X
^

IL

made many quiet and felfifh perfons who dreaded 1795.

nothing fo much as the perfonal danger they muft

incur in a new revolution, carry their weight to the

fide of the legiflature. Encouraged by their aid, and

convinced that no cordial co-operation could be

expected between parties who concurred in nothing

but their abhorrence of the new fyflem of ufurpation,

the convention drew round Paris a confiderable armed

force, and began to develop the principles of terror

and violence on which the new government was to

act, by decreeing, that all fathers, fons, brothers,

uncles, nephews, and hufbands, of emigrants, and the

relations of thefe in the fame degree, all non-juring

priefts, and all of that order who had retracted or

modified their oaths, mould be deprived of all ad*

miniftrative, municipal, and judicial functions.

The opponents of the legiflature were not without

great refources and military leaders of confiderable

talents, but the difarming of the fauxbourgs and the

terror infpired throughout Paris operated powerfully

againft them. On the 2Qth of September,
-/r r u r i. 29thSept.commimoners from the majority or the

fections of Paris attended the convention to exprefs

the wifties of their conftituents, but were not ad-

mitted ; their petition was publilbed, and contained

many ftrong truths which the legiflature muft have

heard in filence from inability to anfwer them,, but

'they
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CHAP, they decreed that all citizens who in future attended

u-v_>
tne central committee ofthe fe&ions mould be deemed

1795. guilty of a crime againfl the nation. The opponents

of the obnoxious decrees faw without alarm, the col-

lection of an army for the exprefs purpofe of de-

fending the convention, and batteries with artillery

prepared for their reception at all the avenues to the

Tuilleries. Their caufe was, for the firfl time in the

whole courfe of the revolution, perfectly juft, and

qualified to gain new profelytes from the moil im*

partial invefligation. Their information on the (late

of the conventional force was probably very correct,

and they had afcertained that no French general of

reputation could be found who would undertake to

imbrue his hands in the blood of his fellow-citizens,

.petitioning for an undoubted right, and refilling an

indefenfible oppreffion; ,\\-.

General Da,nican was the chief military leader in

the popular caufe ; he had commanded an army in

La Vendee, in the years 1793 and 1794, and dif-

played his humanity at the rifk of his life, by decrying

the fyftem of cruelty purfued in that unhappy depart-

ment, and recommending to the convention the

punimment of thofe who contrived the noyades. He
was deprived of his command in the days of Robef-

pierre, reftored by the new government, and again,

in the prefent crifis, threw up his commiflion at the

head of his brigade, and declared in favour of the

people. tyiswlrrs-cJ
The
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The moment of completing the compulfory return,

or pretended eledion of two thirds of the exifting le-< v-

giflature, was chofen for that of conteft between the 179/) '

ufurping convention and the people. Defpairing of

fupport from officers of character, the government

party furrounded themfelves with all the exploded

and unemployed agents of the fyftem of terror. The

aflaffins of September, 1792, and all who by the

re-adion in the departments had been deprived of

bread and character as terrorifts, were drawn from the

receffes of ignominy, honoured with commands, and

promifed countenance under the new conftitution j

while generals Menou and Raffet, the laft officers of

reputation on that fide, refigned their fituations. The

convention, ftrengthened by this body-guard of af-

faflins, fecured by the formidable preparation of ar-

tillery, pofTefled of all the pofitions neceffary for the

deftru&ion of the citizens, and even of the city,

mailers of all the circumjacent country, and enabled to

prevent the arrival of fubfiftence, to deprive their op?

ponents even of a morfel of bread, had no fears .of

the event, fave thofe which arofe from the poffibility

of the foldiery being induced to participate in the fen-

timents of their officers, and refufe to murder the

people in the exercife of that faculty ofdeliberation

and remonilrance which they had fo long been taught

to regard as a right.

As the bed means of eluding this akrming contin*

gency, they had recourfe to thofe calumnies which

they
'
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they knew fo well the artofufing, and towards the
XVIII

fuc'cefs of which they had already taken fuch effectual

meafures. The popular party were reviled as con-

fpirators, royalifts, Chouans, rebels, Vendeans, agents

of Pitt, friends of Cobourg, emiffaries of Charette,

and ftigmatifed with all the other common-place re-

proaches which were conflantly employed againft

thofe whom the government was inclined to defame,

arid never employed without effect. Barras, who had

'been fo fuccefsful in raifmg a force to oppofe Herriot

in the definitive ftruggle between the convention and

Robefpierre, and whofe ambition had fince gradually

augmented, till he was enabled to aim at the very

higheft ftation in the republic, obtained the command

of the forces to be employed againft the people. In

the choice of fubordinate agents he (hewed fufficient

"judgment for the conducting of a wicked caufe. For

the chief command, foreigners were felected
;
under

them were employed officers whofe characters were

thoroughly infamous ; blood was to be med, nego-

jiation avoided, and all attempts at reafoning or

procuring pacification anfwered only by fhouts of vive
.

hi convention !

On this occafion an individual ftarted forth from

the recefles of obfcnrity, whofe name has fince

eclipfed all that was celebrated in the revolution,

whofe good fortune has elevated him to a fuperiority

over the country where he was then in,want of bread,

and whofe power, bad-faith, inordinate ambition, and

ferocious
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ferocious cruelty, have brought deftruction and defo- CHAP.

lation into three quarters of the globe. Napoleone
'

Buonaparte was a native of Corfica, educated at

the college of Autun, and afterwards at the mi-

litary fchool at Brienne, where he was fuppofed to

have made great progrefs in the fcience of fortifica-

tion and the bufmefs of an engineer. In the courfe

of the revolution he was often employed in different

expeditions ; but his fituation was obfcure, his exer-

tions unnoticed, and his character fufpected on ac-

count of his known friendihip for Paoli. This cir-

curnftance obliged him to leave the army, and he

was refiding in indigence at a fhort diftance from

Toulon, when that place was in poffeflion of the

Englifh : Salicetti, the deputy on miffion with the

republican army, having fome acquaintance with

Buonaparte, recommended him to his colleague Bar-

ras, and he was employed during the liege with the

rank of chef
'

de brigade. The cruelties which followed

the furrender of Toulon were in part attributed to

him, and at the latter end of 1 794 he was arrefted

t Nice as a terrorift
; but as it was impoflible to pro-

ute all the fubordinate agents in thofe difgraceful

es, he was releafed ; and on his return to Paris,

iling in his efforts to procure employ, was reduced

extreme diftrefs and penury. In this defperate

ituation he was again recommended to the notice of

arras, drawn forth from his place of concealment,

inverted with the command of the artillery, to be.

employed
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CHAP, employed in murdering and fubjugating the people of

J^LParis.
1795. On the night preceding that which was

4th Oft. . . ,
_

,, , n
to decide me fate of the new confutation,

the two parties drew out their forces under circum-

fiances widely different. The foldiers of the conven-

tion were well armed, long difciplined, amply fup-

plied with ammunition, and drilled into unanimity:

the infurgents were deprived of the greater part of

their arms in confequence of the late mfurre&ions,

they had no artillery* and but a final! fupply of am-

munition for their mufkets
; they had never feen any

military fervice, and fo far from being unanimous in

any political fentiment, fave that which occafioned

their momentary combination, that it was judged ex-

pedient to avoid every difcuflion, and every allufion

to general affairs, and limit their demands and their

rallying word to the fimple proportion of a free elec-

tion, and no compulfory return of the two thirds.

The individuals who appeared in this infurre&ion

tvere not, as on former occafions, the refufe of villainy

and infamy, the dregs of the fuburbs, and the fweep-

ings of gaols ; but their decent appearance, and care-

fulnefs in attire, expofed them to the ridicule of their

adverfaries, who contemptuoufly enquired whether

a fuccefsful infurrection had ever been conducted by

gentlemen with powdered heads and filk (lockings ?

Danican, feeling the infufficiency of his force for a

manual
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manual conteft, was anxious to avoid hoflilities, and CHAP.

fpent great part of the night in haranguing the troops ^ v_^

of the convention and attempting to perfuade them, 1795.

that, as fellow-citizens, the caufe of the people was

their own alfo. He found great difficulty in making
himfelf heard, amid the perfevering cry of vive la

Convention/ which the battalions on duty were in-

u&ed to vociferate : many hot-headed men of his

?n party were eager to engage ;
and the friends of

convention were defirous of hoftilities, as fure

;ans of eflabliming their own power, and repreffing

future exertions to counteract their unwarrantable

aflumption of authority. Danican did not, however,

neglect other precautions fuitable to his fituation, and

by his efforts in the courfe of the night, his adherents

fere placed in a more refpe&able pofition than their

imbers or their force had appeared to promife : fe-

al of the feclions, fummoned by miffionaries from

convention to lay down their arms, had returned a

folute refufal ;
and the dread left the ibldiery mould

perfuaded to decline firing on the people, rendered

ilronger party uneafy, though they perfevered

. their original determination to try the utmofl

remes of blood, fire, and famine, rather than

:ede.

The troops of the convention were rein-

forced during the night by twenty-thoufand

tnen from the country j the generals who were fii-

fpefted
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CHAP, fpected of an inclination to avoid the effufion of blood

.. L were changed for others, incapable of remorfe or

*?95 - fhame; the troops were intrenched, and the beft po-

fitions fecured. The primary aiTemblies were con-

vened in the fection of Le Pelletier9 but the fanguine

confidence of fome, and the treacherous infmuations

of others, bore down the prudent counfel of Danicanj

and it was refblved to attack the troops of govern-

ment in their ftrong hold, not from the expectation

of fuccefs in a regular conflict, but from a blind hope

and foolilh confidence that the military would not fire

on the people. The line of defence occupied by the

convention extended from the Pont-neuf along the

quays on the right bank of the Seine to the Champs

Elyfees, and was continued to the boulevards. The

people were mafters of the rue St. Honore, the Place

de Vendome, St. Roch, and the Place du Palais Royal ;

but they were without order or a common point of

action, and the nature of the infurrection had ren-

dered it impoflible to eftablifh any. The convention,

purfuing the fyftem they had fo often before tried

with fuccefs, wafted a great portion of the day in

fending deputies to harangue the fe6iions,and in receiv*.

ing and difcuffing propofitions of peace ;
but during

the whole time thus gained, they were employed in

reinforcing their pofitions, adding to their fupplies,

and raifmg the fpirits of their troops. They knew

that the infurrection muft grow languid towards the

evening,
5*f'3* .

'

:
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(evening, efpecially as thofe engaged in it had been CHAP.

expoCed during the whole day, and part of the pre- S/^
IIJ

:

ceding night^ to a florm with a torrent of rain. Their 1795.

fcheme was attended with complete fuccefs : fervent

debates in the convention, meffages, and an equivo-

cating letter from the committees to Danican, kept

the people employed in debate inilead of adion during

the day ; but as evening approached, when the general

of the infurgents was preparing to withdraw his troops

in ieparate portions each to its own arrondiflement,

the forces of the convention changed their pofidon,

le poft of citizens at St. Roch was fired upon from

loufe in the cul-de fac Dauphin, and the fcene of

tage was begun. The citizens made at firft fome

refiflanee, but the artillery fwept the ftreets in every

dire&ion, and the,infurgents, neither fufficiently nu-

merous nor fufficiently defperate to rum forward and

>ize the cannon, retreated in every direction, con-

iling themfelves in houfes and under gateways, and

illy
in the church of St. Roch, while great numbers

from the fpot crying Treafon, and fpreading alarm

defpair in every dire&ion. All the barricades eredt-

to oppofe the progrefs of the troops of government

jre beat down by cannon ; every expedient for re-

tance failed ;
and the infurgents being difperfed, and

Danican himfelf obliged to enfure his fafety by con-

cealment, the convention remained vi&orious, and

during the whole night repeated difcharges of can-

non
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CBAP, non announced their triumph, and prevented any
XVHI. . /'new congregation or their opponents *. At

the opening of the fdlion of the legiflature

on the enfuing morning, Barras completed his tafk

by announcing that the convention had no longer any
enemies. The number of flain is not afcertained, but

it appears that in la rue St. Honore alone, two hundred

and twenty-eight, perfons fell f-

A military commiilion was eftablifhed for the trial

of, offenders, and about forty were convicted on ap-

pearance or for contumacy; fome were executed,

and others put in prifon. The election, or rather no-

mination, of the executive directory and councils of

flate proceeded without interruption; and
25th oa-. . . .

'

. V
the convention nniihed its odious reign ;

loaded"with more contempt, and purfued by more

general hatred, than either of the- legiflative- bodies

vehich preceded.

The general character of this body, at once con-

temptible and- formidable, atrocioufly wicked and

abjectly-mean, cannot be given but by a . diftincT re-

* This is called by the French the infurrec~Bon of Le treize Vende-

jtiffire. The date in the Chriflian calendar forcibly brings to mind

the infurre&ion of the 5th of October, 1789, and reads, an. awful

feffon to kjngp circumftauced as Louis XVI. then was.

f The accpMntof ,thde tranfa&ions is taken from the Hiftories

by Defadoard^, vol. VI. ; par deux Amis, vol. XIII. ; Prud'ho/nme,

vol. VI;; and Les Brigands dcmalques par Augiifte Dan lean, the

general who cpiumanded the infurgents.

vifion
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vifion of its acts, which, in government, religion, CHAP.

finance, jurifprudence, and warfare, exhibit but one

principle ;
a refolute purfuit of a given object, with a

total difregard of the opinions of mankind (except as

they might be rendered ufeful), and a contempt of all

eftabliftied or avowed principles of morality or good
faith. Low and ignorant men fuddenly pofTeiTed of

all the wealth, ftrength, and refources of a mighty

nation, could not, without a peculiar mixture of fe-

rocity and wickednefs, have committed the acts which

fligmatifed the convention, nor could the mighty

energies which they aroufed and guided have been

ected to fo few purpofes of real national good, ,

ut for the folly which generally accompanies ex-

reme wickednefs, and renders the triumph of vil-

liny bitter, even in the mod ardent moment of en-

>yment.

To renew the horror of the reader by difplaying

le overthrow of the monarchy and the church, would

an unavailing tafk : on fuch fubjects men who

>ally feel as the occafion requires, derive no new im-

ilfe from elaborate details ; thofe whofe opinions are..

dded in a contrary direction, difcern only new mo-

res of triumph in the regret of their opponents,

ic extraordinary prodigality of the convention is

ttle underftood, becaufe the mafs of national do-

in which they fquandered away is feldom pro-

fly appreciated. On this fubject Necker * thus

*, On the Revolution, vol. 1L p* 2.

exprefles
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CHAP. exprefTes himfelf :
" The diforder of its thoughts,

^ '^
tne confuiion of its principles, and the numerous

17.95. fpeculations of its agents, may be eflimated by obferv-

irig the refult of its government. Its predecefTors had

feized the property ofthe clergy for the nation. This

afiernbly difengaged their booty from
every kind of

incumbrance, by refufmg to pay the expences of

public worihip, and the penfions promifed to the

ecclefiaftics. To this firft property, -.it added at once

the eflates and perforials of the emigrants ;
and by

the interpretation of the word emigrants, extended its

confifcations indefinitely. Thus finally the aflembly

boafts to have at its difpofal from eight to ten milliards

of the property of others
;
and continuing its inva-

fions, it diminifhes the public expences by forcibly

retrenching a fifth of the intereft due to the creditors

of the flate. Obferve that thefe eight to ten milli-

ards are not in the new money, but of the ancient;

valuation in good old times of Louis and of crowns.

Never fince the creation of the world, never was fuch

a property added to the annual taxes, in the power

of any government. The riches of Solomon, the

treafures of the Mogul, the fpoils of Tamerlane and

of Gengis Khan, were nothing compared to fuch a

booty, to fuch vail fpoils. Heap together in imagi-

nation all the money of France in its happiefl days,

and all the money of Europe, then double the whole,

and you will have the value of from eight to ten mil-

liards. Who then will not ftart with aftonifhment at

beholding
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beholding this prodigious capital entirely confumed ;
CHAP.

at feeing the public treafury in a ftate of bankruptcy, < ^ i

after having iflued affignats, in their nominal amount

infinitely fuperior to the real value of this capital

which they reprefent ? It is not then aflonifhing that

France, a country fo- fertile, fo favoured by nature,

mould enjoy no credit in its tranfadions. This is

the firft effect of an imprudent or defpifed admini-

flration."

The general abftract of the ads of the convention,

and the effects of its exiftence, is thus detailed by
Prud'homme *. Its fittings continued thirty-feven

months and four days, during which time 11,210

laws were enacted, and 360 confpiracies and 140 in-

furrections denounced : 18,613 perfons were put to

death by the guillotine. The civil war at Lyons coft

31,200 men; that at Marfeilles 729. At Toulon

14,325 were deftroyed ; and in the re-actions in the

fouth, after the fall of Robefpierre, 750 individuals

pe rimed. The war in La Vendee is computed to have

caufed the deftruction of 900^000 men, and more

than 20,000 dwellings. Imprelfed with images of

terror, 4790 perfons committed fuicide
;
and 3400

women died in confequence of premature deliveries :

20,000 are computed to have died of famine, and

1550 were driven to infanity. In the colonievS

''

Hiftoire des Erreurs,, &c. vol. VI. p. 512-.; and Tableau

General.

VOL. II.
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GH A p. 1 24aooo white men, women and children, and 60,000

i '.people of colour, were maffacred ; 2 towns, and 3200
1795. habitations, were burnt. The lofs of men in the war

is eftimated, though probably below the real truth,

at 800,000; while 123,789, ,who had emigrated in

the courfe of the revolution, were now for ever ex-

cluded from the country.

CHAR
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CHAP. XIX.

Mode of appointing the Executive Diredory Characler?

of the Firft Direftors RewbellLareeveilHere Lepaux

Carnot Letourncur Barras Miniftry appointed

'View of the Campaign ofijg^ State of the Armies

cf France and the Empire Luxembourg taken by the

French Jourdan croffes the Rhine and takes Duffeldorf

Pichegru alfo croffes^
and takes Manheim He is de-

feated by Wurmfer 'Jourdan defeated by Clerfaye

The French compelled to raife the Siege of Mentz

Manheim retaken The Auftrians -prevented from

reaching Luxembourg Campaign in Italy Pojition of

the oppojing Armies The Auftrians expelled from

Campo de Pietri Battle of Loano The Aitftrians

expelled from fundry Places Reinforced during the

Winter Armiftice concluded The Miferies of the

Armies, occajioned by the deranged State of Finances

Proclamation of the Directory Party formed in the

Council of Ancients Motion for a Supply rejefted,

but afterwards granted Ufurpation ofnew Powers by

theDirettoryTheirTreatmentofM. Carletti, Mintfter

from Tufcany Decree for obferving the lift of

'January Decree of Deportation againft Magiftrates

who did not take the Oath of Hatred to Royalty Mef>

L a fages
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fages refpefting the Army and Navy The Councils

pafs to the Order of the Day on the Proportions of the

Directory Propofal for a forced Loan in Specie

which is voted but not contributed Propofal for a

new Paper Currency, to be called Mandats Territoriaux

Proclamation of the Directory Refcriptions iffued

<

MeJJagefor a Law to compel the Circulation of the

new Paper at the Rate of hard Money Objections

The Paper rapidly depreciated The Purchafers, of

National Domains compelled to pay advanced Prices 1

The Woods felled, and many Valuablesfold for ajow

Price New Taxes andmanyfraudulentDevicesfor

raifing Money Heavy Contributions levied on
.
the

Dutch Laws againft the Liberty of the Prefs Jaco-

bins in many ofthe Public Offices Jealoufy of the other

Party Difputes between Freron and Ifnard The

Jacobins lofe Ground Confpiracy of Baboeuf and

Drouet The Directory apprifed of it Seize the

Parties CommiJJion appointedfor trying them Drouet

efcapes Conduct of BabceufNew Confpiracy At-

tack on the Camp at Crenelle 'Fails Many ofthe In"

furgents captured Tried by a military Commiffion

Sentenced to Imprifonment, Deportation, and Death

Execution of Baboeuf.

CHAP. W95- -I HE firft perfons to whom, in compliance
XIX. wjth tne forms of the conftitution, the fupreme

authority over the dominions of France was entrufted,

were Rewbell, Lareveilliere Lepaux, Carnot, Letq'ur-

neur
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neurde la Manche, and Barras. The nomination of CHAP.
"V TV '

thefe five men was an early fpecimen of the fyftem of^
L '

government to be purfued under the new conftitution. 1795.

The council of five hundred had indeed, according to

the letter of the law, prefented to that of ancients a lift

of
fifty perfons for their election; but it was fo arranged,

in confequence of a previous intrigue, that forty-five

of the number were men utterly unknown: a delay

was requefted in vain, and the election, or rather no-

mination, was immediately completed *.

John Rewbell was a native of Colmar, bred to the

taw, and batonnier de I'ordre des avocats in the fovereign

council of Alface. In his early years, he had been

employed as profeflional agent for feveral German

princes, who held lands in Alface ; but being returned

deputy to reprefent the tiers-etat in 1789, he made a

merit of having infthuted law-fuits againft thofe very

princes who had employed him. He attached himfelf

to the mo ft violent party in the afiembly, frequently

appeared in the tribune to alarm the nation with ac-

counts of pretended confpiracies, and was ever among
the moft forward in propofing violent and fanguinary
meafures. Pride, ingratitude, love of power, avarice,

and cruelty, feem to have held equal dominion in the

foul of this defpot. He was diftinguifhed in the con-

vention by all thefe qualities, and when he was

afcending to fupreme power, under the new conftitu-

* Hiftoire du Dire6loirc Executif, p. a.

tion,
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CHAP, tion, he difplayed the atrocity of his principles in a

^^^^L) memorable manner. He propofed to levy on Paris

1795. a forced contribution of fixty millions of livres

(23625,000!.) within four-and-twenty hours. " You
mean then," faid Carnot, who relates the anecdote,
" that terror and death mould again be the order of

the day."
" I wifh they were fo already," anfwered

Rewbell
;

" / never faw but one fault in Robefpierre,

that ofbeing too lenient.
9 '

This was the man to whom
the drawing of lots affigned the firft prefidency of the

executive directory *.

Louis-Marie Lareveilliere Lepaux was alfo bred to

the law, but never followed the profeffion ;
he was

alfo a deputy to the conflituent aflembly and to the

national convention, but never rofe above the flate of

infignificancy, till, in an unlucky moment of zeal," he

declared his attachment to the deputies profcribed in

1793, and was obliged to feek fafety in flight. On
his return to Paris, his attachment to the triumphant

party raifed his importance, and he was, partly by

accident, partly by intrigue, raifed to the directory.

His perfon was peculiarly ugly ; his vifage exprelTive

of cowardice and malignity ; his back crooked, and

his whole appearance filthy and deformed. Carnot

fays,
" there exiils not a greater hypocrite, nor a more

* See Les Brigands Demafques j Les Cinq Hommes, a fulfome

panegyric by Defpaze ; Bi&Lonnaire des Hommes Marquans,

art. Rewbell ; the Hiftories
;

and Carnot's Reply to Bailleul,

pp. 150 and 161 of the Englifh translation. %

immoral
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immoral man, than Lareveilliere ; nature, having CHAP.

formed him difgufting to the fight and fmell, feems

to have cautioned thofe who approach him of the

falfehood and depravity of his heart*.

The third on the lift of directors was Lazare

Nicolas Marguerite Carnot f, the fon of a lawyer,

but bred himfelf to the profeflion of arms. He had

made a confiderable progrefs as an engineer, and had

given fome public fpecimens of his judgment, in

literary eiTays which were well received, when the re-

volution commenced, and he, like many others, for-

getting the debt of gratitude due from him to fome

members of the royal family, and particularly the

prince de Conde, violently efpoufed the democratic

fide. Being returned by the department du pas de

Calais as deputy to the legiflative aflembly, he exerted

himfelf in deftroying the fubordination of the army,
in order to favour the views of the violent jacobins, to

whom he was cordially attached. In the convention

he was always confidered a man of blood, and, as one

of the members of Robefpierre's committee of public

fafety, he was charged with the war department.

This was certainly his proper fphere, and fome aver

that the fuccefs of the republican arms was due to his

projects ;
while others, not without appearance of

reafon, maintain that he only applied the profufe

* Same authorities, Carnot, p. 134.

Syeyeswas at firtl returned
;
but he refufed the fituation, and

was clotted in his Head,

powers
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CHAP, powers given to government by the revolution, in

,executing projects which more profound men had

planned and depofited in the offices during the reign

of Louis XIV. The admirable conveyance of troops

from one army to another, which turned the fate of

the campaign in 1793, mull certainly be allowed to

have originated with Carnot ; but on the other hand,

the abfurd directions to Pichegru, which coil fo many
lives in 1794, could" fpring only from the folly and

ihort-fightednefs of the fame minifter. After the fall

of Robefpierre, Carnot made rflany efforts to convince

the public that he had taken no part in the horrors of

his reign ;
and as his military talents were flill thought

of confequence, all men admitted, though none were

deceived by, his apologies. His elevation to the di-

rectory feemed to open a ray of hope to the furious

jacobins, while the other directors regarded him with

terror, diftruft, and hatred*.

Antoine-Francois Louis-Honore Letourneur de la

Manche, the fourth perfon appointed to fill the fitua-

tion of director, was fon of a "bourgeois at Granville

in Normandy ;
and having made rapid progrefs in

mathematics, obtained rank as an officer of engineers.

He was a member of the legiflative aflembly and of

the convention, but though attached to the mountain,

and a deputy on miffion with the army of the Eailern

* Same authorities
j

fee particularly his own defence of himfelf,

wiere his hypocrify and , feeble attempts at juftifkation are often

ludicrous.

Pyrenees,
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Pyrenees, he was notaccufed of any act of cruelty or CHAP.

perfonal wickednefs. His labours chiefly tended to .

X *X
\

the advancement of the marine, and the reform of 179-5-

abufes in the army ; and thofe who are moft difpofed

to cenfure allege little againft him but infignifi-

cance of character, and the crime ofhaving madefome

bad verfes*.

Paul-Fran9ois-Jean-Nicolas de Barras, who com-

pleted the number of directors, was entitled to more

confideration, not fo much on account of his previous

acts, as his immediate intrigues and fubfequent afcen-

dancy. He was born at Foxemphoux in Provence,

of a family noble and ancient to a proverb ;
and em-

barking early in a military life, faw fome fevere fervice,

and underwent confiderable perils in India, during

the American war. On his return to France, he

gave hirnfelf up to diflipation, and totally ruined his

)rtune by gaming and debauchery ; he was even, if

may credit Danican, reduced to the ignominious

ition of hanger-on at a public gaming table, where,

earn a dirty ilipend, he was ufed to attend, inviting

iers to play, and maring the profits of thofe who

:re called greeks, and in whofe myfteries he was no

"dy proficient. At the commencement of the revo-

ition, he devoted himfelf to the duke of Orleans,

I,
to forward the interefls of his patron, became the

>ciate and profefTed admirer of Marat. Yet his

* Same authorities.

perfonal
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CHAT, perfonal courage elevated him above the infamy of

a flfoc }ate5 and he was diftinguifhed as one of the

conquerors of thex Baftile, and one of the mod a&ive

affailants ofthe Tuilleries on the i oth of Auguft, 1792,

When the influence of Orleans had declined, and the

convention, of which Barras was a member, was fplit

into parties, threatening each other with vengeance

and deftrudion, he had the good fortune to avoid

giving offence, or making an injudicious election, by

being alrnoft conflantly employed on millions. In

the fouth in general, and at Marfeilles and Toulon in

particular, he {hewed a ferocity fully equal to the

\vifhes and views of the mountain; and in a difpatch

from the laft-mentioned place after it had been re-

gained from the Englifli he made himfelf confpicuous,

by declaring that the galley flaves were the only honeft

men in the town. Notwithilanding this apparent

congeniality with the prevailing principle, Earras was

odious to Robefpierre, and was fuppofed to be one of

the vidtims in his lift of profcription, on account

probably of his friendfhip for Danton. But this cir-

cumftance, which feemed to threaten his deftruclion,

was the caufe of his greatnefs : Barras was deficient

in forefight, but not in courage ; and when he dif-

cerned means of ferving a party with whofe welfare

his own fafety was connected , he refolutely headed

the troops raifed to oppofe Henriot, and by his firm-

nefs greatly contributed to the fuccefs of the day. He
was fimilarly employed in fubfequent infurrefUons of

thi
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the people of Paris, and at length, from being an ob- CHAP,

fcure deputy, and member of a fufpicious order, he ^_^_L

became a popular and fuccefsful candidate for the 1795.

office of director. Carnot affirms that Barras always

retained a predilection for men of noble birth ;
and

this preference might be confidered as entitling him

to praife, were it not explained to mean that he only

courted fuch as, even under the old government,

defpifed the advantages of their birth *.

All thefe men agreed in one particular ; they had

affiduoufly promoted, and given their fuffrages for,

the murder of the king ; but, in all other refpefts,

they were incapable of cordial union. Attached to all

the different parties which had gained afcendancy and

deftroyed during the revolution, they hated each

ther ;
and nothing but temporary neceflity could oc

(ion an appearance of cordiality between Orleanifls,

rhTotines, and mountaineers, who had a thoufand

>ics of mutual reproach, and not one caufe for

itual confidence. They appointed a miniftry

ipofed of the following perfons : Merlin of

mai, minifler of juflice ;
Charles Delacroix, for

terior relations ; Gaudin, for finance ; Albert Du-

iyet, minifler at war
;
and Truguet of the marine :

it in a month they made Geniffieux minifler of

ice, and placed Merlin at the head of the police.

The contempt and deteflation which attended the

days of the convention were favourable to the

* Same authorities j Carnot, p. 154, 163.

new
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CHAP,, new government, for new it was in name at lead,

e__^l_, though made up from the fhreds and refufe of the

body fo much hated and defpifed. Under the in-

fluence of military men, it was expected that the war

would again be conducted with fuch vigour as to pro-

duce conqueft and peace ; and as this was now avowed

to be the principal wifh of the people of France, we

lhall direct our attention, in the firft place, to the late

military operations. The campaign of 1795, both'

en the Rhine and the frontiers of Italy, had not pro*,

duced events fo important as might have been ex-

pected : the ftate of the French finances, the agita-

tions and diffractions which embarraffed the govern-

ment,and the numerous uncertainties attending newly-

acquired power, prevented vigorous exertion. France

had befides a deeper game of policy to play. The go-

vernors" affected a fpirit of conciliation and a defire

of peace, conforming their profeflions towards foreign

nations with the pretended fyftem of moderation and

lenity which they had eflablimed at home
; and thus

deluded many powers into a belief that they had car-

ried on war merely on principles of felf-defence, and

for purpofes of fecurity. The fucceffes of the pro*

traded campaign of 1794 had weakened their armies

more than their opponents could believe ;
the ne-

ceifity of keeping up fuch a force in Holland a&

would enable, them to carry their fchemes of ex-

tortion into the fulleft effect, weakened their dif-

pofable forces for the field, and they had no hopes ?

until
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:il peace with PrulTia, Spain, and other powers, CHAP.

limited their operations ta fewer quarters, of being, ^ '__

able to carry on effectual hoftilities for another year.
1795.

The Imperial commanders, on the other hand, were

equally weakened and fatigued by the length of the

paign ; the cabinet of Auftria was divided by

ing and treacherous counfels
;
and thofe who were

ft patriotic in their views for the good of the em-

e were filled with confirmation at the unexpected

fuccefles of the French, and the inglorious defection

of the king of Pruflia.

Jourdan and Pichegru, who ftill commanded on

the Rhine, proceeded, after fome unimportant ikir-

mimes, to prefs the fiege of the ftrong town ofLuxem-

bourg, which was garrifoned by ten thoufand men

under marflial Bender. As no fuccours could
. . . 7th June'.

j

arrive, the marlhal capitulated at a more

early period than was expected ;
but obtained for his

garrifon permiffion to retire into Germany, on condi-

tion of not ferving again till exchanged. Mentz alone

remained in poflefTion of the Auftrians on the left

bank of the Rhine; but the republicans were not yet

to fpare a fufficient force for the inveftment.

long period of inaction enfued, at the

1ofwhich the republicans under Jourdan

fuddenly crofTed the Rhine, and attacked DufTeldorf.

The Auftrians, ftruck with alarm at the unexpected

movement, abandoned the city, and retreated, ftill

haraffed by the French, towards the Lahn, where

Clerfaye,
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CHAP. Clerfaye, who commanded this divifion, was joined
"V TV

^ "T j by a confiderable force.

1795. Soon after Jourdan had effected the palfage

of the Rhine, Pichegru alfo paffed near Man*

heim, and having taken that city, the French became

mafters of a fufficient tract of country to undertake

the fiege of Mentz. The Auflrians placed their chief

hopes on a junction to be effected between the armies

of Clerfaye and Wurmfer. To impede this event,

Pichegru gave battle to the latter general, and

had gained the victory, }?ut his troops having

difperfed themfelves in every direction in queft of

plunder, and the Auflrians having been informed of

the fact by the peafantry, who juftly detefted the

French, the defeated cavalry returned on the late

victors, and regained the loft advantages of the day,

killed a great number ofmen, and drove the remainder

into Manheim.

Meanwhile Jourdan, according to a plan
;;* . , , /r j t. n/r-

previoufly arranged, had croned the Maine,

and inverted Mentz on the right fide of the Rhine ja

but Clerfaye, having received reinforcements, fell fud-I

denly on his rear, captured his artillery, and obligee

him to raife the blockade, recrofs the Maine, and

retreat to Duffeldorf ; while his rear was conflantl)

haraffed by the victorious Imperialifls. Pichegru was

alfo obliged to retreat to the other fide of the Rhine.

leaving a ftrong garrifon in Manheim, and hoping tc

reinforce the camp before Mentz fufficiently to refill

th<
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the Auftrians ; but before he could arrive the attackhad CHAP.
XIX

been made, the French completely routed, their artillery

taken, and they with difficulty enabled to effect a re-

treat. The victorious armies, having formed a junc-

tion, retook the Palatinate, and the greater part of

the country between the Rhine and the Mofelle :

Pichegru effected a junction whh Jourdan ;
but their

utmoft efforts could not prevent the recapture

of Manheim, though they impeded a project

formed by the Imperialifts for penetrating to Luxem-

bourg *.

On the fide of Italy, preparation rather th?n action

marked the progrefs of the year. Scherer had gained

fome advantages in the (traits near the riviere di Po-

nente
\
the peace with Spain gave reafon to hope for

ample reinforcements
;
and the republicans were in

pofleflion of all the fummits of the Alps, from the

>rders of the lake of Geneva to the county of Nice,

parties were occupied in ftrengthening their po-

;
the French at Borghetto and Albenga, their

opponents at Dego ; while general Dewins extended

redoubts over the heights which cover Savona and

lo.

ioa, placed in the centre of hoftilities, and

>fe neutrality had already been violated by the

French, was a fcene of continual negotiation, and the

government was threatened by all parties ; the ports

* Hiftories and Gazettes.

were
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H A p. were blockaded by an Englifli fleet, and all provifions;

,J^;_,defl:ined
for the army of Italy intercepted. The

1795. French, at length, terminated the fufpenfe and danger

in which they were involved, by an attack on ths

whole Auftrian line, for the purpofe of expelling them,

from the Genoefe territory. This meafure
. /

was refolved in a council or war held at

Albenga ; and the French were encouraged in their

refblution by a knowledge that the Auftrian army had

fuffered much through ficknefs. The grand attack

was preceded by feveral partial fkirmifhes
ITthNov. . .

;
. ;m one of which generals Augereau anc

Chaftel expelled the Auftrians from the pofttion o

Campo di Pietri, taking five hundred prifoners.

Encouraged by this fuccefs, the Frencl

made their grand affault on theAuftrian army
11 the valley of Loano ;

and after a conteft which

lafted from fix in the morning till five in the evening

compelled them.to retreat upon Garefio with the lof

of eight thoufand men killed and prifoners*

The next day the action was renewed, anc

fche Auftrians were again compelled to retreat towards

Savona and Bagniano : Dewins endeavoured to pre-

vail on the fenate ofGenoa to deliver into his hands the

fortrefs of Savona ; but on their refufal was obliged

to pafs the ftraits of la Bochetta, to effect his retreal

on the fide of Acqui. The French thus obtained pof

feffion of La Pietra, Loano, Finale, Vado, and
conj

fiderable magazines which the Auftrians l)ad amafleci

u
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n Savona, but their wants or their avidity impelled CHA*.

them to the mofl wanton and diforderly acts of ra-

icity. Scherer piiblimed a vigorous pro-

lation fo'r the pufpofe ofreftraining their

icefles, but the wiiole country was alarmed and dif-

ifted at their proceedings. They might, but for

lis unmilitary conduct, have made themfelves corii-

jletely matters of the Apennines ; but the emperor

it during the winter a reinforcement of twenty-five

loufand men, and the court of Turin fix thoufand,

ider general Colli, who occupied the mofl advan-

jous pofitions.

After many difficulties, an armiftke was j^g
reed to on the banks of the Rhine ; and sift Jan*

lough the ftipulations were not exprefsly extended

Italy, the feafon compelled the obfervance of a

ice in that quarter. Sanguine hopes were enter*

lined by fome politicians that a general pacification

night be effected ; but the French had only a tenu

>rary fcheme in view, refolving to gratify to the ut-

>ft their projects of ambition, and endeavouring to

:en ftill more the alliance formed againfl them,

detaching the king of Sardinia from the common

ife*

The wants experienced by thefe two armies re-

fulted from the difcredit attached to all the financial

operations of the convention, and the new govern-

* Hiftaire par Defadoards, vol. VI. chap. vi. and vii.

VOL. n. M msnt
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CHAP, mcnt employed its earlieil efforts in obtaining fuch a

portion of power as would enable them to remove

this embarraflrnent. The firft public aft of the di-

rectory calculated to reflore confidence was a pro-

clamation addrefied to the people, profefling that the

defliny of ail republicans fhould ever remain attached

to their own, and that their conduft fhould be guided

by inflexible juftiee, and the ftrictefl obfervance of

the laws. They promifed to wage an aftive war

againft royalifm, to revive patriotifm, reprefs with a

vigorous hand all factions, extinguish all party fpirit,

annihilate every defire of vengeance, make concord

reign, regenerate morals, throw open the fources of

fertility, reanimate induftry and trade, ftifle pecuniary

jobbing, give new life to the arts and fciences, re-

eftablifh plenty and public credit, reflore focial order

inftead of the chaos infeparable from revolutions ;

and, in fine, procure for the French republic the

happinefs and glory to which it was entitled.
"

Such,'?

they obferved,
"

is the tafk of your governors,

and of the executive directory ; fuch fhall be the

conftant theme of their meditations and folicitudes."

Thefe pompous promifes were not without effect on

the minds of thofe who were prepared to hope and

expect great refults from the vigour and integrity of

a . new government, however conflituted ; but the

manner in which the directors had been feledted had

already occafioned much animofity in the fenate, and

a party hoftile to government was formed in the

council
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council of ancients. The powers of this new party
CHAP.

were felt when, in purfuance of a meflage from the^_^_l.

directory, the council of five hundred voted a fupply
1795 -

of three milliards (13^250,000 /.) for the fervice of

the different minifterial departments, and the extra-

)rdinary expences. The form of the demand was

irregular ; and, although the friends of the directors

urged many fpecious arguments in their excufe, the

council of ancients rejected the propofition ; ^th Nov.

though on the enfuing day, when the motion 1795.

LS brought forward in a more regular form, it was

'Oted without difficulty.

To counteract this dangerous party, the directory

fought to reinforce their authority, by ufurping rights

iconfiftent with the fpirit, if not with the letter, of the

conflitution. An article of the new code obliged all

the electoral bodies to complete their returns within

ten days : but as many of them had not done fo

within the appointed time, a debate arofe in the

council of five hundred to afcertain in whofe hands

the nominations thus left vacant mould be depofited ;

id it was moft abfurdly decided that the directory

lould fupply the deficiencies of popular nomination*

This refolution was vehemently difcufled in the fu-

>erior council
; but although the weight of reafoning ^

clearly on the fide of oppofition, and although

they added to their arguments many juft denuncia-

tions of the ruin which muft foon overtake a conftif

lution where fuch openings were allowed for ufurpa-

M 2 tion
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CHAP, tion, the influence of government prevailed, and7

the queftion was determined in conformity to their

wifhes.

Proceedings fo hoflile to popular freedom could

not afford thofe who carried their views forward to

the future effects of prefent events any fanguine

hopes of permanent liberty; and the manner in which

the active war againft royalty promifed in the pro*,

clamation was conducted mewed only the ferocious

and petty rancour of upftart jacobins. On the ex-

change of the daughter of Louis XVI. M. Carletti,

envoy from the grand-duke of Tufcany, reprefented

to the minifler of the interior, that, as the only fo-

reign minifter deputed from a fovereign related to

the princefs, he conceived, that if he did not feek by
direct means permiflion to pay a vilit of compliment
to that illuftrious prifoner, in prefence of whomfoever

might be judged proper, he mould be expofed to cen-

fure for his want ofrefpect, more efpecially as it might
be fuggefted that his political opinions had influenced

his conduct- The minifter of the interior having com-

municated this letter to the directory, they immediately

ordered that all communication mould ceafe between

M. Carletti and the French government, and that no-

tice of the tranfaction fcould be fent to the grand-
duke. The embafiador, who had exprefsly declared

that his letter was not to be confidered as an official

communication, wrote to his own court in juftifica-

tion of his conduQ:
;
but before he could receive an

anfwer
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anfwer to his difpatch, he was harfhly difmifled from CHAP.

the republic, being conduced to the frontier by an

armed force, and furnimed with a paflport, ordering

all conflimted authorities in the places through which

he mould pafs to prevent his tarrying any-where. The

grand-duke, yielding to what he confidered the ne-

eeflhy of the times, fent a new embafiador, count Cor-

fmi, who, in his firft audience, explicitly difavowed

the conduct of his predeceflbr.

The next proceeding on the fubjecl: of royalty was

not lefs chara&eriftic of the directory, or repugnant to

the feelings of every humane mind. It was a folemn

decree for obferving throughout the republic the 21 ft

of January as a fete, in celebration of what they

termed the juft funt/hment of the lafl king of the

French. The fete was to be kept in all the communes

of the republic, and by all the armies and fleets : at

,oon, the prefident of each of the legiflative councils

s to pronounce a difcourfe on the fubjeft of
. ,

at memorable epoch, and to receive the

ths of the reprefentatives of the people, who mould

dividually fwear hatred to royalty. Thibaudeau and

ermont vainly oppofed to this decree, worthy thq

moft favage nations and the darkeft ages, arguments

i&ated by reafon and humanity ; the council of five

undred voted it by a large majority, and that of the

dents without difcuffion.

It was foon proved, however, that the nation which

hatred to royalty had no power or no in-

clination
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CHAP, clination to refill tyranny. A meflage from the dl-

'

rectory to the legiflature, announcing the general joy

vvith which the ceremony had been performed, ob*

ferved that fome magiflrates had refufed to take the

oath. This meflage was referred to a com-
28th Feb. . . _ . , , .

'

.

mittee, and Treilhard, the reporter, inferring

a love of royalty from the refufal to fwear to hate it,

fhamelefsly propofed to decree fentence of deporta-

tion, as the means of purging the republic of the

prefence of thofe refractory magiilrates, and de*

livering republicans from their odious prefence. He

admitted that the conflitution provided no fuch pe-

nalty, but juflified the meafure by citing the well-

known anecdote of the legiflator, who had not de-

creed penalties againft parricide, from a conviction

that no fuch crime could exift. The councils, con-

vinced by this abfurd reafoning, decreed the deporta-

tion of every magiflrate who exercifed his functions

without having taken the oath.

Finance and war were Hill the greateft objects of

attention to the government, and prefented the greateft

difficulties for them to furmount. On thefc fubjects

the directory had addrefled to the committees of the

councils a long meflage, recommending the fevereft

meafures for obtaining fupplies, procuring recruits,

and preventing defertion ; and having, in the courfe

of this meflage, attributed the war in La Vendee, and

all other difaflers of the republic, to deferters and fa-

natics inftigated by refractory priefts and emigrants,

they
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they denounced both thefe clafles to extreme de- CHAP.
XIX.

teftation and vengeance. ^_L->

This furious philippic was followed by a long effay,
J 796.

in the form of a mefTage, on the ftate of the navy.

The directory defcribed in words of truth its con-

temptible condition, and took credit to themfelves

for having given fuch orders as would infure active

operations in the ports, and purge the fleets of the

royalifts, the ignorant, and the cowards, who difgraced

it. They complained that the laws pafled during the

laft fittings of the convention did not leave in their

hands powers fufficiently ample to produce all the

good effects they defired, and therefore propofed the

appointment of an officer, who had been in a naval

command at leaft ten years, to regulate all affairs,

civil and military, in all the ports, and correfpond on /

thefe fubjects with the minifter of the marine, under

the titlGofordonnateur-general. This propofition was

referred to a committee, and Bergevin, in
,. lOthJan.

making the report to the council, traced

the hiftory and policy of the French navy from the

middle of the feventeenth century, when it firft began
to be known, till the prefent period ; inferring that

:he laws which had been pafled by the convention

formed a complete maritime code, and affirming that

thofe laws had been adequately put in execution all

branches of that important fervice would have been in

full activity, and the legiflature would not have to

egret the irreparable lofs of two valuable months

which
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CHAP, which had elapfed fince the time when the organifation
XIX

< '_j ought to have been begun. He recommended there*

17)6. fore the order of the day ; and the council of five

hundred adopted that mode of rejecting the propofition

of the directory, ordering at the fame time that the

laws of the convention which had been fufpended

fhould be inforced. In the council of ancients, Barbe

Marbois flrenuoufly enforced the appointment of an

crdonnateur-general, and cited d'Eftaing as an authority

for his opinion : he did not, however, approve the

meflage fent by the directory ; and the council followed

the example of the five hundred, by paffing to the

order of the day.

It was obvious that no operation of flate could be

carried on, nor even the neceflary authorities of

government maintained, without the advantages to

be derived from a great command of money. The

contribution of fixty milliards already voted was

payable in affignats, which were fo depreciated that

nearly fix thoufand livres could be obtained for a

louis-d'or ; confequently all attempts to. increafe the

quantity of that ufelefs paper could only augment the

cpnfufion and difficulty which already prevailed.

PrelTed by craving exigencies, the directory had an-

flounced to the council of five hundred the embarrafT-

ments which pervaded every department, and thq

necefiity for obtaining an immediate fupply in fpecie*

The circumftances of the cafe, they faid, would warrant

departure from the drift boundaries of the conftitu-
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tion
;
and they, therefore, formally propofed a forced CHAP.

Joan of fix hundred millions of livres (26,250,0007.)

in cafh. For the raifmg of this loan, they laid down

as a principle, that it ihould be required only from a

million of individuals ;
as by thefe means an immenfe

majority of the citizens would be exempt from its

Deration, and confequently fanclion it with their ap-

>laufe. This abfurd and mallow expedient proved

the ignorance and temerity of the new government :

the notion that one portion of the community could

be made to fuffer by an unequal tax without affe&ing

the interefts of the reft, was worthy only of infants in

>litics ;
while the diftinction thus eftablifhed tended to

revive all the revolutionary principles, and re-eftablifh

the odious and ruinous diflinction between rich and

poor.

This proportion was, as ufual, referred to a com-

mittee; and Syeyes, who brought up the report, made

a diffufe reprefentation of the ftate of the intended

contributors, whom he divided into twelve clafles,

who mould contribute from one hundred to twelve

hundred livres (4/, Js. $d. to 527. gs. $d.\ but this

proportion was found unfatisfa&ory, and the further

difcuflion was adjourned.

The directory ftill prefled the councils, by new mef-

fageq, to ado.pt fome conclufion
; and Ramel prefented

a new report, extending the number ofcontributors to

five millions of perfons, and, in order to flimulate the

legislators to effe&ual exertions, drew a picture of the

wants
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CHAP, wants of the country, and the inefficacy of afiignats,

i /_, of which a fupply of two milliards and two hundred

1796. millions (965250,0007.) would be neceflary for the

fervice of a fingle month. The councils decreed the

levy of the loan in the form propofed by Ramel, and

in order to facilitate the acquifition of the fum, made

fome regulations favourable to the relations of emi-

grants ; but after forming a feries of decrees, and

cxhaufling every expedient which could be fuggefted,

it was found impoflible to bring any considerable

portion of the fum required into the treafury.

The government, more diftreffed than before, was

obliged to feek relief in the creation of a new

paper currency. This project was offered as

resulting from the deliberations of a committee of the

council of five hundred, whofe refolution, after many
debates, was adopted. It allowed the emiffion of

two milliards and four hundred millions of livres

(105,000,6007.) in paper to be called mandats terri-

toriaux. This new currency was to be received as

money, and to be confidered as conveying a mortgage
with fpecial title to purchafe all national domains,

infomuch that the pofTeflbr had only to prefent

himfelf to the adminiflration of the department where

the domain he wifhed to buy was fituated, and the

contract of fale mould be made out in ten days ; the

price to be from twenty-two to eighteen years' purchafe

on the rent or annual value, calculated according to

the rate prevailing in 1790. A fufficient quantity of

mandats
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mandats was to be referred for the repurchafe of all CHAP.
"V T Y^

the aflignats in circulation, at the rate of thirty for t

*

,

one ;
and the decree was to be underftood as not re- 1796.

pealing that for a forced loan, which might be paid

in aflignats in the fame proportion. The plan under-

went many modifications, and was finally acceded to

by the council of ancients.

To reinforce this new project, the directory ad-

drefled to the people a proclamation detailing its ad-

vantages, and promifmg the moll glorious effects

from its fuccefs ;
but they foon found themfelves

under the neceflity of applying to the legiflature for

an act compelling the fellers of every commodity to

receive this paper as cam. They ordained the fame

punimments againft forgers of mandats as had been

formerly denounced againfl thofe who counterfeited

aflignats ;
and thofe who refufed to receive them in

payment, or who bought and fold metallic coin, were

to be fined for the firfl offence a fum not lefs than

one thoufand nor exceeding four thoufand livres

(43/. 151. to 175/0 ;
a fecond conviction fubjected the

party to imprifonment for four years. Had ttiis law

been wife in itfelf it would have been rendered null

by a provifo that government might make bargains

with exprefs ftipulations to pay in fpecie, a diflinction

which, once eftablimed, would fpeedily render the

mandats no better than afiignats.

The law did not pafs without vehement debates.

Lafond Ladebat particularly diftinguifhed himfelf, by

proving
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CHAP, proving that the meafure was repugnant to the con-
'

ftitution and to every principle of good faith, and

particularly by ihewing the numerous law-fuits and

frauds, the ruin of minors and orphans, and the ag-

grandifement of fpeculifls and {harpers, which mull

refult from it. He difplayed the fatal confequences of

fuch a violation of juftice, and the impreflion of bad

faith which foreign nations muft receive on learning

that the legiflature of France compelled the receipt of

mandats at Paris, when the provifional refcriptions

which the directory had iffued on the faith of the new

paper already fold at a difcount of feventy.five per

cent, and government itfelf had made contracts with

ftipulatjons not to pay in that very paper, but in hard

cam. Thus, he faid, a man who a week ago had

borrowed a hundred thoufand livres might now pay

his debt with twenty-five thoufand ; thus the national

domains would be fold for a bafe price ; and thus the

orphan and the unprotected would be plundered to

enrich the avaricious and the powerful* The argu-

jnent, though founded in juftice, produced no effeft ;

indeed it rather feems that the directory were anxious,

at any rate, to find purchafers for the national

domains, in order to attach the greateft poflible

number of perfons to their government by the power-

ful motive of intereft.

The predictions of oppofition on the depreciation

of the mandats were fpeedily verified : at the moment

they were iffued, their value fell fo much that a

hundred
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mndred livres could be purchafed for nine in CHAP.
XIX

fpecie, and after a fhort period they could no longer

be circulated. Thofe who bought national domains

with this difcredited paper, foon found that their

mrchafe was not fo cheap as they had expected ; for

ie neceffities of government ftill continuing, the

ties were revifed, and the purchafers compelled to

tugment their payments, in order to efcape the

>enalties of confiscation. This meafure introduced

new inconvenience. The national woods had been

>ld with the other domains, and the purchafers,

laftily
called upon to make good an unexpected pay.

tent, felled thefe ornaments to the foil, and difpofed

>f them for fuch prices as could on the fudden be

>btained *
: a fimilar fate attended many valuable

collections of books, pictures, and gems, which being

Forced into cam, produced only a fmall price, and^

rere difperfed in the hands of brokers and fpeculifls

>f every defcription.

As refources for their permanent exigencies, the

;iflature impofed taxes on inheritance, regiftering

titles, a general {tamp duty, and one on mortgages ;

ley increafed the cuftom-houfe imports and the poft-

;e of letters ; they eftablifhed lotteries for fale of the

tional domains, and laid taxes on tobacco and

* The inconvenience and impolicy of this fudden deftrudlion of

many woods, without adequate provifion for reproduction, will

: more fenfibly felt, when it is recollected that wood, and not coal,

ufcd as f*el throughout France.

buff,
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CHAP, (huff, inland navigation, and admiflions to the theatres;

they propofed to fell the falt-pits belonging to the

public, and fubje&ed to a kind of quo warranto in-

fpection all purchafes of national domains, declaring

thofe who did not forward their title deeds to the

national treafury within thirty days to have incurred

a forfeiture. Certificates of refidence were fubjected

to a ftamp duty, and all mortgages affecting the

domains of emigrants or the clergy were declared void;

fo that the government, in felling thofe lands, paid no

regard to the bona fide creditor, who had acquired a

pofieflive right by a legal conveyance. The al-

lowances to the clergy were definitively fuppterTed ;

and the directory contrived to levy large contributions

on the people of Holland, under pretence of an in-

demnity or ranfom*. Still the government continued

needy and rapacious, and the projects of finance ever

refitted in the councils fhewed, in colours equally

* The infolence and injuftice of thefe demands were (b ftriking,

that in deicribing them the republican hiitorians permit themfelves

to fneer at once at their own countrymen and the Dutch, the rooks

and the bubbles in this iniquitous game.
" Les chefs de la Repub-

lique apprirent aux Bataves qu'une grande nation qui eft dans Ic

befoin, eft moins jaloufe de 1'amitie que de Tor de fes allies. Nous

avons ete fi religieux obfervateurs de nos promefles envers la

Hollande, fi delicats dans les moyens de lui foutirer fes trefors, que
fi jamais elle veut operer une nouvelle revolution dans ion fein, il

eft a prefumer qu'elle n'appellera plus les Francois a fon fecours."

Hiftoire, par deux Amis, &c. vol. XIV. p. 223.

ftrong,
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18th April.

ftfong, the avidity, ignorance, and difhonefty, of thofe CHAP.

who ruled the flate.

The fpirited contefts maintained by the oppofition

party could not but prove highly embarraffing to the

directory ; and as the liberty of the prefs was yet con-

fidered exempt from all reftraints, except thofe which

arofe from refponfibility, the journals and periodical

publications frequently gave additional pain, and

threatened increafing difficulties by infpiring the public

with hatred or contempt of their rulers. Againft

lefe attacks government fought to fortify

itfelf by a law compelling printers to affix

their names to their publications, rendering them

liable to profecution for all articles copied from

)reign gazettes, and fubjecting all diftributors of

libellous papers to imprifonment till the authors or

printers could be found, and till the diftributors

>roved themfelves unacquainted with them.

Yet the rage for private libelling could not be re-

flrained, nor perhaps could the members of the

lire&ory agree, in opinion on the particular fpecies of

wblication which ihould be expofed to cenfure. The

jacobin members had placed in almoft all the public

>ffices, and many of the pods dependant on govern-

icnt, (launch adherents of their faction. The rem-

nant of Briflbtines faw this preference with jealoufy,

ind, faithful to their old fyflem, began a war of libels

id invectives. Thefe difputes produced many odious

:encs in public, and two of the journalift legiflators,

Fre^on
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CHAP. Freron and Ifnard, fcandalifed the fenateby the fury

and acrimony with which they advanced againft, and

retorted on, each other, accufations of the moil

horrible cruelty and crimes during the reign of terror*

Divided in their conduct, according to the pre-

valence of thefe oppofite par ties, the directory adopted

fyftems of the moft contradictory tendency. They
reftrained the jacobins, by fhutting up their principal

place of meeting near the Pantheon, and by preventing

their fecret aflemblies in various public-houfes ; but,

at the fame time, they clofe3 many churches, theatres,

and peaceable focieties, as if they were defirous to

confole the jacobins, and confound all diftinctions

between them and their opponents. By degrees,

however, thefe ferocious perfons were in a train of

being expelled from the public offices, and their im-

patience of all control and eagernefs for unlimited

power again rendering them dangerous to govern-

ment, made it necefiary to take further meafures for

preventing their confpiracies and difarming and dif-

perfing their leaders.

Babceuf, who affumed the appellative Gracchua>

placed himfelf at the head of a new confpiracy; and

Drouet, the poft-mafter of Varennes, who had, on his

return from confinement in Auftria, been fo honour-

ably received in the legiflature, was alfo a confpicuous

leader* They had eflablifhed a committee of infur-

rection, under the name offecret directory of public

fofety, which correfponded with inferior committees,

difperfed
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Ifperfed throughout the capital. Funds were fup- CHAP.

plied for the maintenance of patriots by voluntary <

^..L-r

contribution, and great numbers daily flocked to Paris, 1795.

who were confidered as recruits. Their plan (if we

may believe the report pf their enemies, fupported by

papers, genuine or forged) was, to mafiacre the five

directors, all the legiflators who .had deviated from the

principles of the mountain, the minifters, and all the

flituted authorities in Paris who mould ifiue orders

r refilling them, or who mould beat the generate*

d all foreigners of whatever nation they might be*

e infurgents were then to feize the gates of Paris,

e pott-office, the treafury, the mint, and all maga-

es, private as well as public, containing victuals

r ammunition. The conflitution of 1793 was to be

oclaimed on the bodies of the victims, and two

lacards were ready printed which were to be pro*

'ely diftributed and pafted up* One was headed

large characters, CONSTITUTION OF 1793;

BERTY, EQUALITY, COMMON WELFARE! The
er difplayed as confpicuoufly the words THOSE

HO USURP SOVEREIGNTY, OUGHT TO BE PUT TO
ATH BY FREEMEN !

The precife means of executing their project were

refully arranged. The inftant thefe placards had

been diftributed, troops of infurgents were to fet out

from each of the fections, preceded by banners in-

fcribed CONSTITUTION OF 1793; the found of the

tocfm was expected to recruit their forces with great

VOL. n. N numbers
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CHAP, numbers of women and children, who were to march
VTV

i^, ^ '_j
in diforder, under the guidance of the confpirators*

1795. with inftruclions to feize all the arms and inftruments

of offence they could find. When the legiflature
was

diflblved, a convention was to be inftituted, and the

'hall of the jacobins rebuilt at the expence and by the

perfonal labour
4

of thofe who had deflroyed it
;
mea-

fures were taken for fecuring the co-operation of two

camps eflablilhed near Paris, and proclamations were

to be difpatched to all the armies by extraordinary

couriers.

^ Whatever appearance of formidable combination

this confpiracy may prefent on paper, it was, in reality,

attended with little danger : the directory were ap-

prifed of all the circumflances and all the agents, and

fent feveral meflages to the councils and iflued pro-

clamations indicating their intelligence, and forbidding

alarm. They required from the legiflature a declara-

tion of the penalty to be incurred by thofe who fhould

excite or maintain any afiemblage, any individual be-

longing to which fhould not retire on the firft com-

mand of the conftituted authorities, or of the armed

force deputed by them. The councils took
17thApril. /r j-

the meliage into immediate confideration,

and declared that fuch culprits incurred pain of death,

with a power, however, for the jury to recommend a

change of their fentence to that of deportation.

Armed with this new power, and rein-

y *

forced by the law againft libellers, the di-

re&ory



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 179

rectory permitted the confpirators to proceed till the CHAP.

eve of executing their proje&, when a proclamation ^j ^
appeared, detailing all its particulars. The con- 1795.

fpirators were feized, feals put on their papers, a re-

port made on their treafon, and a court empowered to

fit at Vendome for the purpofe of trying them*

Several laws were alfo enacted for ftrengthening the'

hands of the directory, who by a little finefle in pre-

tending to fubmit to the legiflature doubts on the

manner ofproceeding with refpect to Drouet, obtained

from them explicit acknowledgments of the extent of

their authority, and a clear definition of the right

given by the conftitution to put upon their trial

deputies takenfagrante delifto.

In examining the papers which were feized, many
curious facts were difcovered relative to the formation

of the confpiracy, and many culprits were detected

againft whom no fufpicion appeared to exifl. Drouet

protefled his innocence in vain, and made unavailing

>rts to account for his aflbciation with the con-

fpirators ;
he was ordered for trial, but found

means to efcape from the prifon of the Ab-

baye. It is aflerted by the partifans of the directory

that they connived at his flight, through gratitude for

his fervice in 1791, and pity of his fufferings during

his confinement in Germany.

Babceuf, on his being apprehended, wrote in in*

folent terms to the directory, inviting them to treat

with him as with an equal power, and threatening

N. 2 them
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CHAP, them with new dangers from the exertions of his
XIX

. ^ .party. His letter was treated with ridicule and con-

teftfc tempt ;
but while the high court at Vendome

was proceeding on his trial, a new infurre&ion

was excited. It was planned with fome dexterity, as

white cockades were thrown 'about the ftreets, five

banners infcribed death to republicans, and *uive le ra,

were feized, and placards were polled inviting the*

'

people to re-eftablifh royalty. The intention of thefe

manoeuvreswas to miflead the attention of government,
but the real nature of the project was clearly afcer-

tained and meafures adopted for its fruftration. Difap-

pointed in other efforts, the confpirators tried
10th Sept.

r '

a coup-de-main on the camp at Crenelle,

where, after fome ineffectual endeavours to induce

the foldiers to fraternife with them, they made a de-

fperate attack on Malo, commander of a troop of

i4th Sept. horfe^ but were eafily defeated, and great
to2/thOa. numbers of them taken prjfoners. A
military commiffion \ condemned twenty-five to im-

prifonment, thirty to deportation, and thirty-two to

death, who were in purfuance of their fentence fhot

in the Champ de Mars and in the plain of

Crenelle. Baboeuf and feveral of his ac-

complicea had- previoufly fuffered : he underwent a

long trial, in which he behaved with great firmnefs,

and was condemned to death by the court at Ven-

dome*.
* For the events contained in this chapter, fee Hiftories by Defa-

dbards, deux Amis,, Pages, &c and Hiftoire du Dire6toireExecutif.

CHAP.



HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAP. XX.

riew ofthe Campaign in Germany Pofition and Numbers

of the Armies Termination of the Armiftke Move-

ments of the French on the. Lower Rhine Battles of

Uckerath and Altenkirchen The Archduke Charles

evacuates the Hundfruck Engagement 'at Wetzlaer*

Second Battle of Uckerath Retreat of the French be-

yond the Rhine and the Sieg-*-Opening of the Campaign

on the Upper Rhine Wurmfer evacuates the Pala-

tinate and departs for Italy The French take Fort

Kehl Defeat the Auftrians at Renchen and at

RaftadtThey crofs the Lower Rhine defeat Gene-

ral Funck and General Wartenfleben take Fort Kce-

nigstein and Frankfort defeat the Auftrians at

Etlingen are repulfed at Conjiadt and EJtingen

The Auftrians retreat in every Direclion Contributions

levied by the French who fell Peace to different

Princes They are again repulfed at EJlingen but

continue to advance The AuftriansJlill obliged to Re-

treatBattle ofMettingen Its EffettBold Projecl

ofthe Archduke His March The French defeated at

Teining and Neumarkt "Jourdan retreats to Amberg
where he is defeated Retreats acrofs the Mein

Purfued by the Archduke Defeated at Wartzburg

Surrender
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Surrender of that Citadel Jourdan retreats towards

the LahnHis precipitate and unmilitary Flight -He

pajjes the Lahnand the Rhine Is removedfrom the

Command^ 'which is given to Beurnonville The Arch-

ditke marches to oppofe Moreau State of the Armies

of, Latour and Moreau after the Departure of the

Archduke The French pafs the Danube and the

Lech ~
Engagements in the Neighbourhood of Munich

- ''
"be Ehflor Palatine purchafes Peace Fffeffs of

this Event ^Moreau quits his Pofttion on the Iferr-

V '"

His Rear-guard and that of Defaix routed Moreau

determines to retreat Repajfes the Lech Several

Skirmijhes Kehl taken by theAuftrians and recaptured

Moreauprejfed on all Sides The Peafants ofSuabia

rife againft him His Prudence Hefends his Sick and

other Incumbrances through Switzerland defeats' M.

de Latour Continues his Retreat Forces a Pajfage

through jhe Valley of Hell and completes his Retreat

Endeavours to maintain himfelf in the Brifgau Is

attacked and continually defeated andforced to repafs

the Rhine End of the Campaign in this Quarter

Events on the Lower Rhine after the Archduke's De-

parture Difficulties of Beurnonville Succejfes of

Hotze and Neu Werneck fends Parties acrofs the

Rhine which after fome Succefs are repulfedr-Neu

and Hotze compelled to retire Neutrality of Neuwied

agreed on- An Armiftice agreed on between Kray and

Kleberdifavowed by their Governments yet ob-

ferved Siege and Capture of Kehl and ofthe Tete-

de*
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de-Pont at Huningen End of the Campaign in

Germany.

(jrERMANY and Italy were the principal fcenes CHAP.

of war, and in both the republicans employed <__^1_>
more confiderable means than on former occafions, 1796.

and combined them with greater ability ; they took

advantage of the difimion and errors of their op-

ponents, and diminifhed their numbers as well by
terror as feduction.

The irtuation of the Imperial and French armies in

Germany is thus defcribed. The Rhine feparated

them from the frontiers of Switzerland to the environs

of the town of Spires, where it ceafed to be their

common barrier. Bejond that city, the cantonments

which they refpe&ively occupied at the diftance of

fome leagues from each other, extended acrofs the

Upper Palatinate, the duchy of Deuxponts, and the

Hundfruek. The line occupied by the Imperial

army pafled through the towns of Spires, Neuftadt,

Kayferflautern, KufTel, and from thence croffing the

Nahe, terminated at the Rhine, in the neighbourhood

of Baccharach. At this point, that river again be-

came the common feparation of both armies, and con-

tinued fo to beyond Cologne, between the river Sieg^

and the town of Duffeldorfc. The Auftrians and

French divided between them the fpace between the

river and the lafl-mentioned fortrefs, before which the

irmy of the latter had an intrenched camp. The.

Iinperialifts,
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CHAP. Imperialifts occupied on the Rhine the ftrong fortreffes

~-^Lj ofPhilipfburg, Manhdm, Mentz, and Ehrenbreitftein.

1196* The French poffeffed on the Upper Rhine thofe of

Alface, and on the Lower Rhine that of DwTeldorf.

The French armies commanded by Jourdan and

Moreau were eflimated at a hundred and fixty

thoufand men, while the Imperialifts under the arch-

duke Charles did not amount to a hundred and fifty

thoufand.

Every motive of necefiary policy and ambition

urged the French to an ofFenfive campaign, or in the

words of the directory, to maintain their troops by

viftory ;
while the intereft of the emperor, and the

wifdom derived from experience, indicated to him the

propriety of defenfive meafures.

It was one of the conditions of the armiflice

between the oppofed generals, that ten days'

notice fhould be given of its termination ; ^and this

ceremony having been complied with, Jour-

dan made a movement forwards on both

banks of the Lower Rhine, and feveral affairs of pofls

took place in the Hundfruck, On the right bank of

the Rhine, where the Imperialifts were weakeft, the

French employed the greateft portion of their force.

Twenty thoufand men only defended the Sieg,

covered Ehrenbreitftein, and lined the right bank of

the Rhine, between the Sieg and Lahn. This
1ft June. , , , ,

5
.

corps, commanded by the prince of Wurtem-

burg, was attacked by the greater part of the army of

the



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 185

the Sambre and Meufe under general Kleber, forced CHAP.w
at all points, and compelled to retire behind the river i_.7'

'

j

to the ftro :g pofition of Uckerath, with the lofs of 1796,

two thoufand four hundred men.

Before the prince was completely eftablifhed in this

poft, the republicans endeavoured, by fuperior num-

bers, to outflank and turn him
;

but he fell

back on Altenkirchen, where he was imme-

diately attacked, and put to the rout, with the lofs of

twelve pieces of cannon, part of his magazines, and

three thoufand men. The Auftrians were thus com-

pelled to retire behind the Lahn, leaving Ehrenbreit-

ftein uncovered, which was inverted by the French.

The archduke Charles, fenfible of the

neceffity of reinforcing the prince of Wur-

temburg, renounced a diverfion he was making ia

the palatinate and the Hundfruck, and directing his

march with the greateft part of his army towards

entz, panned the Rhine, and having fecured the

defence of the Lahn, proceeded in perfon

againfl the left wing of the French army,

headed by general Lefebvre. The archduke pufhed

forward with the utmoft celerity to prevent a junction

between Jourdan and Kleber, and made the

right wing of his army pafs the Lahn and the

Dille at Wetzlaer. General Werneck, who com-

manded this divifion, attacked the French without

fuccefs, till feven o'clock in the evening ; when a rein-

forcement having arrived, the archduke advanced,

and
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CHAP, and furmounting great obftacles, arifing from the

nature of the pofition, gained a complete victory. The

republicans in their retreat took another pofition

equally ftrong with the former, but were again ex-

pelled, with the lofs of twelve pieces of cannon and

many prifoners. The French corps which defended

the Lower Lahn were obliged to fall back on the Sieg,

purfued by the archduke, and prevented from faving

their provifions, artillery!, waggons, and baggage, by

the hatred of the opprefled inhabitants of the country.

The young Imperial general by his fkilful

manoeuvres compelled Jourdan, who had

croffed the Rhine at Neuweid, to repafs it with the

right wing ofhis army ;
and fent forward his advanced

guard under general Kray, in purfuit of Kleber, who

was retiring towards the Sieg.

Kleber was foon overtaken ; but as he

headed twenty-five thoufand men, while

Kray had only eleven thoufand, he attacked without

fear, and would have obtained a complete victory,

but for the fteady valour of three Auftrian battalions,

who defeated nine battalions of their opponents, and

gained time for the cavalry to rally and return to the

charge ;
when the French being vanquifhed in every

point, Kleber was obliged precipitately to retreat to

the walls of Dufleldorf. Thus in fifteen days the

archduke, by the rapidity of his movements and the

ability of his manoeuvres, marched from the banks

of the Upper Nahe to thofe of the Upper Lahn,

gained
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21ft.

gained two battles, and drove the republicans from CHAP.

the walls of Wetzlaer to thofe of Dufleldorf.

While thefe events occurred on theLower
j.ith& 20tb

Rhine, Moreau commenced the campaign June -

on the Upper Rhine, by two attacks on the pofition

of Wurmfer, which produced no effect but that of

confining the Imperialifts within their intrenched

camp before the fort of the Rhine. Moreau,

however, meant them only as feints ; for,

leaving a fmall force to watch the Auftrian camp, he

fuddenly marched with a greater portion of his army
towards Strafburg, where preparations were making
for an important enterprife.

Ift confequence of the lofs of the Milanefe, the

court of Vienna had determined to fend marmal

Wurmfer into Italy with thirty thoufand men
;
a re-

folution which the French had learned by means of

their fpies before it was communicated to the Im-

perial army, and formed their meafures accordingly.

The departure of thirty thoufand men from the Upper

Rhine, created an opening which the archduke's ex-

pedition to the Lower Rhine would not permit him

to fill up for fome time
; and Moreau, taking advan-

tage of the crifis, embarked three thoufand men in

boats, who landing on fome fmall iflands

which lie between Strafburg and fort Kehl,

drove in the Imperial picquets, who in their flight omit-

ted to break down the bridges which communicate

with the right bank of the Rhine. Thefe the French

paflfed

24th.
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CHAP,
patted, and fuddenly attacked Kehl: the Suabian *

igarrifon, though afiailed only by infantry without ar-

tillery, made no refiftance ; and the fupinenefs of the

troops in the neighbourhood afforded the republicans

fufficient leifure to ftrengthen themfelves in their new

acquifition, eftabliih a bridge of boats between Kehl

and Strafburg, and fpread themfelves over the plain,

fo as to defy any attack from Offenburg or Raftadt*

They next attacked the Suabian camp at

Wildftedt, and expelled the troops without

refiftance, except from the Auftrian regiment of Anf-

pach cuirafliers, who performed furprifing acts of in-

effectual valour.

On receiving information of thefe events, M. de

Latour, the Auftrian general, in conjunction with

the prince de Conde, made great exertions to flop the

progrefs of the republicans, but they were controlled

by fuperior numbers. Moreau, with eighty thoufand

men, occupied the beft-chofen pofitions, and
4-th July. ; , . ,

continued to gam advantages over the Sua-

bians, from whom he took the mountain of Kniebis,

29th June to
anc^ t^le town of Freydenftadt ; while gene-

5th July, ral Defaix, at the head of the left column,

defeated Latour at Renchen, and pufhed forward to

the river Murg, and city of Raftadt. Here Moreau,
with a large reinforcement, joined Defaix ; and after

* The Suabians are unmilitary and cowardly to a proverb. Their

commander, general Stein, was alfomore than fufpecled of trea-

chery, and felling the pofitions entrufted to him for money-.

a bloody
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i bloody engagement, which lafted the whole day, CHAP.

impelled the Imperialifts to retreat to-Eflingen.

to th

The archduke Charles, fufpeding the intended

movement of the French, left thirty thoufand men,

under lieutenant-general Wartenfleben, to cover the

,ower Rhine
; and having reinforced the garrifons of

Ihrenbreitftein and Mentz, arrived with the reft of his

army by forced marches on the banks of the Murg, at

the moment whenLatour was giving way to his oppon-

its. As foon as the archduke had quitted the Lower

.hine, the army of the Sambre and Meufe refumed

>ftenfive operations ; Jourdan, pafling the

iver near Neuwied, furprifed the Auftrian

general Funck, and compelled Wartenfleben to re-

tire behind the Lahn, which the whole French army

pafled in three columns. In vain Wartenfleben op-

>ofed to their force, which more than doubled that

inder his command, all the efforts of (kill and va-

>ur
;
he was unfuccefsful in feveral engagements, and

dtneffed the capture of fort Kcenigftein, the

refiftible advance of the republicans towards

r
rankfort, and finally the capitulation of that im-

>rtant town : he could only hope for fafety

>y continuing his retreat up the Mein towards

ifchaffenburg and Wurtzburgh, in order to ap~

>roach and eftablifh a communication with the army
the archduke.

That brave prince was apprifed of the events which

followed his leaving the Lower Rhine, and, antik

cipating

1796".
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CHAP, cijpating the confequences, faw no chance of avoiding

the dangers of being placed between the victorious

armies of Jourdan and Moreau, but by a battle; for

which purpofe he polled his right near the village of

Durmerfheim, his centre in front of Eilingen, and his

left near the town and mountains of Frauenall. He
wifhed to defer the encounter for three days, to give

time for the arrival of reinforcements
;
but Moreau,

penetrating into his intentions and difficulties*

fuddenly attacked his forces on all points, en-

deavouring to turn their left by getting round the

mountains* After four repulfes, the French fuc-

ceeded in this object, and the Imperialifts were ob-

liged to retreat towards Pfortzheim. The lofs of

men was nearly equal on both fides $ but the re-

publicans had the advantage of detaching the Auftrians

entirely from the banks of the Rhine, and from the

fortified towns of Philipfburg and Manheim> into

both which, however, the archduke prudently threw

ftrong garrifons.

After remaining at Pfortzheim four days,

the archduke learnt that the centre of the

French army were directing their march towards

Stutgard ; and therefore, in order to preferve his com-

munication with the prince of Conde, removed his

. camp to a pofition near Vahingen on the river

Entz. The republicans ftill continuing to

advance into the duchy of Wurtemburg, the archduke

removed to Ludwifburg, a countryJioufe of the

reigning
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reigning fovereign, and fent two fmall corps, under CHAP.

the command of general Baillet and prince John of
v

Lichtenftein, to poft themfelves at Conftadt and

Eflingen. The French entered Stu^gard the fame

day; and, fenfible of the importance of thefe places

on account of their fituation on the Necker and the

magazines they contained, endeavoured to capture

them by dint of fuperior force, but after an obflinate

conflidl: were repul(ed. The next day the

archduke pafied his army over the Necker,

and encamped at Feldbach ;
while the prince of Conde

and general Frcelich were obliged to yield up the

Brifgau, and the country of the Blac^ Foreft, falling

back to Sigmaringen on the Danube. At the fame

time general Wartenfleben, continuing to give way
before the numerous army of Jourdan, was retiring

acrofs Franconia, and on his arrival at Wurtz-

burg found himfelf on a line with the front

of the archduke ;
from which period the march of the

refpedive armies became better combined, and they
commenced a methodical retreat, and war of manoeu-

vres, being oppofed in every point by forces more

in proportion above their own, than they had been at

the beginning of the campaign.

The French in their ufual manner took advantage
of their fuccefs by levying contributions ;

from Frank-

fort they extorted fix millions of livres (262,5007.) in

fpecie, and two millions (87, 5oo/.) in provifions. The

margrave of Baden, the duke of Wurtemburg, the

circle
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CHAP, circle of Suabia, and all the petty princes whofe

uJP^Lj e^ates are comprehended in it, were obliged to folicit

1796. a fufpenfion of arms, which was fold to each feparately

at an enormous price. Their joint contribution

amounted to twenty-five millions of livres (1,093,7507.),

twelve thoufand horfes, as many oxen, 500,000

quintals of wheat, rye, and oats, 200,000 pair of

ihoes, and an immenfe quantity of other neceflaries.

The archduke in continuing his retreat (hewed

equal valour and prudence ; general Hotze, in

defence of Eflingen againft a new attack, re-

pulfed the French with the lofs of two thouland men ;

and daily (kirmimes proved the bravery of the Imperial

troops : but fuperiqrity of numbers dill enabled the

French^ to advance, and before the end of July they

had completed the conqueft of Suabia and Franconia,

and threatened Bohemia and Bavaria. Prince Charles

confidering it unneceiTary to cover Bohemia, where

many natural obftacles oppofed an invafion, refolved

on drawing towards himfelf the greater part of War-

tenfleben's army; and this judicious plan was executed

amid numerous difficulties and daily fkirmifhes, at-

tended with alternate fuccefs, but the French con-

tinued gaining ground. The archduke had been

obliged to abandon his pofition at Nordlin-

gen, and eflablilhed his head-quarters at

Metlingen, upon the little river Egar, his left ex-

tending towards Hohenalheim, arid his right towards

Allerfheim, The prince of Conde had retreated to

Mindelheim$
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Mmdelheim ; and general Wolf had retired into the CHAP.

defiles near the town of Bregentz, ofwhich the French^ ^
took poffeffion. 179$.

Jn this fituation the archduke projected ah attack

on the republicans : his principal object was, to turn

Moreau's right> and fall fuddenly on his rear, while

his whole force was engaged in front. As

the French were much fuperior to him in

number, his greateft hope of fuccefs depended on the

goodnefs of his difpofitions and on a furprife, but a

violent florm in the flight retarded his operations for

feveral hours, and the engagement was not begun till

feven o'clock in the morning ;
it lafted during the

greater part of the day with various fuccefs, and

towards the evening the Imperial commander might
have obtained a fplendid vi&ory, but as he found that

whether he conquered or was 'defeated, he fhould be

>bliged to fall back to the banks of the Danube and

te town of Donauwert, he put an end to the battle^

rhich he confidered an ufelefs faCrifice of lives when

could gain only the perfonal honour refulting from

vi&ory. The Auftrians loft in the encounter fifteen

mndred men ;
the French double that number,

fides feveral provifion waggons, and fome pieces of

mnon.

This well-fought battle difconcerted the projects of

[oreau ; for his referve of artillery and ftores having,-

jn obliged to
fly to a confiderable diftance, he could

>t harafs the retreat of the archduke towards

VOJL. ix. o Bonauwert j
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Ponauwert j
and this check firft interrupted the grand

project which had been founded on the fuccefs at-

tending the armies in Germany and Italy, for effecting

a junction of both, and pouring with irrefiftible force

into the hereditary ftates of the emperor. The arch-

duke, receiving daily reinforcements which diminimed

the difparity between him and his opponents, conceived

the bold project of leaving a fmall portion of force to

keep Moreau in check, while with the remainder he

fell on Jourdan, and overwhelmed him with fuperior

numbers. The plan was replete with danger, but the

prince perceived that it was the only one to procure

effectual relief, and he relied on fecrecy, valour, and

fortune* for the event.

Having formed the neceffary preparations,

and left a fufficient force for defence ofBavaria

and the Lech, he recalled his troops from the other

fide of the -Danube, burnt the bridge of Donauwert,

and preffed forward on his expedition. Unexpected

circumstances had obliged Wartenfleben to retire from

the town of Amberg to Schwartzenfeld be-

hind the river Naab, and the archduke in

confequence advancing more to the right than he had

originally intended, arrived at Hemman. After two

days fpent in preparations and enquiries,

general Nauendorf attacked the French divi-

fion under Bernadotte, and drove them from the

village of Teining, within a few miles of Ratifbon,

back to Neumarkt. At this place general Hotze

again
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24th.

3()th.

again attacked and purfued them to Altdorf, while CHAP.

fquadrons of Auftrian cavalry and light infantry
'

cupied the high road to Nuremberg. Thefe judicious

manoeuvres placed the archduke on the right flank of

Jourdan's army*, and he concerted meafures for a

general attack
j but the French commander, apprifed

of Bernadotte's defeat-, abandoned all his

pofts, and retired to Amberg. The Auftrians

purfued and compelled him to fall back to

Sultzbach with the lofs of nine hundred pri-

foners> and two battalions of his rear guard cut to

>5eces. He continued his flight during eight days>

pafling through Velde'n, Betzenftein, Forcheim, Eber*

manftadt, and Bamberg ; croffing the Mein at

Eltman, and Hallftadt, and halting near Lau-

ringen and Schv/einfurt. In this long retreat the

precipitation of the republicans was not more con-

fpicuous than the excellent generalfhi^of the arch-

duke, who^ though unable to come up with the main

ly, intercepted couriers, cut ofFpart of the baggage,
ind by his great activity compelled the flying foe to

take a route which deprived him of every hope of

>eing able to join> or obtain affiftance from, Moreau.

General Nauendorf with ten thoufand men was

lifpatched to reinforce Latour, and prevent Moreau

rom taking advantage of his reduced force, while the

irchduke prepared to expel Jourdan from

Tanconia. As a neceflary preliminary, he

lent general Hotze to Wurtzburg, who drove out the

a French
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CHAP. French garrifon and poffeffed himfelf of the citadeL

Jourdan had been equally anxious to preferve this

port, but arrived too late, and failed in a fpirited at-

tempt to expel the Auftrians. His fenfe of honour,

however, impelled him to rifk a battle for the pre-

fervation of his conquefts, and having fele&ed a moft

advantageous pofition, he waited with firm-

nefs the approach of his opponent. The arch-

duke, having thrown a bridge acrofs the Mein at

Detelbach, and Geroldhoffen divided his army into

three columns, the left commanded by general

Sztarray, the centre by Wartet fleben, and the right

by Kray. Sztarray, who was firfl engaged, and met

with fome fuccefs, was brought into imminent danger

by the delay ofthe other divifions in croffing the river ;

but the archduke having ordered Wartenfleben to

ford the Mein with all his cavalry, the timely execu-

tion of his command reftored the day. Still infantry

were wanting to gain pofieffion of the heights where

the French had pofled their artillery. When thefe

had pafied the river, a general charge was made, and

the Auftrians, undeterred by the heavy fire of the

batteries and the conftant annoyance of a numerous

corps of Tirailleurs, penetrated through the woods,

advanced with fixed bayonets to the tops of the hills,

and in a few minutes diilodged the republicans.

Jourdan now began his retreat, which, for fome time,

was conduced with great order, under the prote&ioa
of the flying artillery and cavalry j but thefe having

been
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been put to the rout by the Auftrian horfe, irreparable CHAP.

confufion enfued, and night and the wearinefs of the
, ^_,

victors alone faved the French army from total de- 1796.

flrudtion : they loft, however, two thoufand killed

and wounded, and upwards of three thoufand pri-

foners, with ten pieces of cannon, and a vaft number

of baggage and provifion waggons, while the lofs of

the Auftrians did not exceed eight hundred men.

The citadel ofWurtzburg immediately furrendered,

and Schweinfurt was evacuated ;
the Auftrians obtain-

ing feven hundred prifoners, and a hundred and fifty

pieces of cannon, with immenfe quantities of ammuni-

tion and ftores, the produce of iniquitous contributions

levied by the French. Their rapacity had rendered

them fo odious that the peafants of Franconia armed

on all lides during their retreat, flopped their convoys,

plundered their military chefts, and maffacred or took

rifoners all their ftragglers.

After his defeat, Jourdan retired to Hamelbourg,

mtinuing his retreat towards the Upper Lahn acrofs

ie country of Fuld and Wetaravia. The genius"and

ity of the archduke ftill harafled him, or, by

tely precaution feizing thofe places where he

mght to make a ftand, rendered his
flight

ad-

tionally precipitate and hopelefs ; general

ray, with prudent fpeed, took pofleiTion of

ifchafFenburer, and the French having eva
. 9th&ioth.

ited Frankfort, the archduke proceeded

to Dettingen and Windecken, his advanced guard

occupying
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CHAP,
occupying the important poll of Friedberg, where he

w^, wwas joined by ten thoufand men from the garrifon of

1796, Mentz, who had taken pofTeffion of the fort of Ksenig.

flein. The French army was in a moft undifciplined

and unorganifed ftate^, their retreat or rather flight

was a fcene of undefcribable mifery and diforder.

Having no regular fupply of provifions, nor fettled

points of retreat, they no longer waited for the com*

mands of their generals, but fled in broken parties,

plundering and defolating the country, Part of the

infantry had thrown away their arms, and were with*

out fhoes \
their numbers were as much diminished by

the rage of the peafantry, by want of provifion, and

fatigue, as by the fword ; and their Jofs in retreating

from the Naab to the Lahn is calculated at upwards
of twenty thoufand men,

The archduke difpatched his right wing,

under general Kray, againft Wetzlaer, which

the French abandoned. General Hotze, with the

left, attempted to diflodge them from Weilburg, but

without fuccefs. The archduke, however, prepared

to attack their centre by a combined opera*

tion ; but the French, threatened at all points,

evacuated the towns of Dietz and Limbourg, and

retired behind the Lahn, The next day his

royal highnefs intended a vigorous attack ;

but Jourdan, though reinforced by part pf the army
of the North, profited by a thick fog to fteal a march,

an<i feeiire a retreat:. After many partial ikirmifhes,
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XX.
>/-

1796.

in one ofwhich, near Hochfteinbach, general Marceau CHAP

was flain, two divifions of the French army pafled the

Khine at Cologne, and the main body fought fafety

in the intrenched camp before Dufteldorf. Thus

ended Jourdan's retreat of more than three hundred

miles in twenty-five days, during which he loft nearly

half his army.

Beurnonville was promoted to command the army
in this quarter, inftead of the unfuccefsful Jourdan ;

but the Auftrian prince, convinced that he could not

foon commence offenfive meafures, provided for the

defence of the north of Germany, and haften-

ed with fifteen thoufand to the fouth for the

purpofe of obliging Moreau alfo to repafs the Rhine.

On the departure of the archduke, general

Latour had taken a defenfive ftation behind

the river Lech, covering the town of Augfburgh,
while generals Frcelich and Wolf were at Wangen
and Kempten, protecting the left of the army, and

keeping up a communication with the Tyrol ; Moreau's

army was partly on the left and partly on the right

bank of the Danube, between the rivers Iller and

Lech. When the French general learned that the

Auftrian prince had concentrated his forces at Donau-

wert, he crofted the Danube at Dettingen,

Hcechftedt, and Laningen; in this he un-

wittingly completed the views of the archduke, and

for fome time after, fhewed himfelf utterly

unapprifed of his plan, When more per*

i;th.

24th,
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CHAP. feUy informed on that point, he patted the Lech, for

purpofe of penetrating into Bavaria^ and ap*

preaching Munich, hoping by thefe means to make

the archduke abandon his projects againft Jourdan,

and return to his former flation
5 but that

judicious young general prudently contented

himfelf with detaching, as already has been obferved,

ten thoufand men, under general Nauendorf, to the

afliftance ofLatour, a force which was found fufficient

to hinder Moreau from penetrating beyond the Ifer,

and thus prevented his intended diverfion,

The French gaining ground for four fuc*

ceffive days on the Auflrians, both found

themfelves under the walls of Munich, but neither

army took poiTeflion of the town : the Imperialifls

polled themfelves in a judicious manner, while Moreau

fele&ed a fituadon at once fmgular and dangerous.

While the French commander, in order to meliorate

his fituation, mediated an affault pn the tete de pont at

Ingoliladt, generals Nauendorf and Mer-

cantin attacked his left wing, and purfue4

him as far as Langenbruke and the chapel of St. Gail,

The French revenged this lofs by d;flodging

their opponents from Freyfmgen,, and its

bridge.

For feveral days, flight affairs of pofts only took

place ;
but in this interval the eleftor-palatine, terrified

by the approach of the republicans, obtained from,

{hem a treaty
of

peace, by which, in confideration of

fix
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ix millions of livres (437,5007.) 3,300 horfes, 200,000 CHAP,

quintals of grain, 100,000 facks of oats, 100,000 pair v^^1
of fhoes, 10,000 pair of boots, 30,000 ells of cloth,

*^W

and twenty pictures to be fele&ed from the galleries at

DuiTeldorf and Munich, they fold to the elector a

neutrality for his dominions in Bavaria, Franconia,

and Weftphalia. As this defection from the general

caufe of the empire followed within a month the paci.

fication of the republic with Saxony, It was expected

that from the diminution in numbers of the Imperial

army, and the fupplies which they acquired, the French

would have derived great advantages ; but, in fact, the

purfuit of this eafy, though apparently profitable

triumph, ifolated Moreau from Jourdan, prevented

his receiving due intelligence, and, in the end, brought
on him many difaflers.

The Auflrian light troops difplayed the molt fuc-

cefsful vigilance in intercepting all couriers,

id at length Moreau, very ill informed of

>urdan's fituation, fent a large corps of cavalry

rawn from his left wing acrofs the Danube,

id, on the enfuing day, quitted his own

>fition on the Ifer, for the purpofe of fupporting or

Mowing this column. While executing this manceu-

e, he was attacked near Munich, by prince Fur-

tenberg and general Frcelich, who defeated his rear-

;uard, killing and capturing upwards of two thoufand.

ie divifion which had pafled the river on the pre-

:eding day, reached Aichftedt, where they levied a

contribution

10th.

llth.
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CHAP, contribution of three hundred thoufand florins

(30,0007.), and threw Franconia into great alarms for

the fate of the archduke ; but Latour inftantly com-

menced a purfuit of Moreau, while general Nauendorf,

pafling the Danube below Neuburg, overtook

Defajx, whom Moreau had recalled, defeated

hls rear-guard, killed a great number, and took a

thoufand prifoners.

From this moment, Moreau determined on a retreat

towards the Rhine through Suabia : he found all

hopes of Jourdan's being enabled to rally and refume

the offenfive fruflrated ; the armies of his opponents

were greatly augmented by recruits $ and the utmofl

enthufiafm prevailed throughout the herejditary domi-

nions of the emperor. His only care was to retire

with as much fteadinefs and method, as Jourdan had

fhewn precipitation and diforder,

In execution of this project, Moreau drew together

his army, contracted his line, and retired behind the

river Lech ;
but finding himfelf too much prefled by

generals Latour and Nauendorf, he repulfed

feveral of their advanced polls, and again ex-

tended his line to Landfberg, Friedberg, and Rain,

On the fame day general Frcelich made himfelf

matter of Immenftadt and Kempten, and afterwards

diflodged the French from Jafly after an

gagement in which they loft five hundred

men. By this conqueft, Frcelich outflanked the right

\ying of Moreau, and his left was t the fame time

turned
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turned by general Nauendorf, who had advanced in

force to Nordlingen. This general foon

obtained poffeflion of Donauwert, and the

pofition of Shellenberg ; and pufhingonparties towards

Ulm, Dillingen, and Gemund, formed a junction at

Canftadt, with fome detachments of a corps com-

jrianded by major-general Petrarch.

Before this junction, Petrarch marched into the

margraviate of Baden, drove from Bruchfal, Durlach,

Carlfruhe, and Radftadt, fmall bodies of republicans,

and obliged them to take refuge in the fort of Kehl,

which the French had covered with confiderable

intrenchments, but they were neither finifeed nor

fufficiently provided with artillery. On this

important fort Petrarch direfted an attack to

be made, which was at firft eminently .foiccefsful, the

Auflrians killing twelve hundred men, taking eight

hundred prifoners, and forcing the remainder of the

garrifon to retreat beyond the Rhine j but unfortu-

nately one of the. ftaff officers, who direded the

afTault, was killed, and the other taken prifoner ;

their fucceffors, through ignorance or inadvertency,

neglefted the proper precautions for fecuring their

conqueft, and a detachment of three thoufand

French, who had marched from Strafburg, eafily

expelled the vi&ors with the lofs of four hundred

men. Thus a few moments of improvidence difpof-

iefled the Jmperialifts of Moreau's principal communi-

.ca4on with France, and reflored to the republicans a

poft
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CHAP, pofl which afterwards cofl the emperor thoufands of""
lives and millions of money to regain.

Petrarch having rallied the battalions, and made a

vain attempt to regain the fort, left fome troops to

blockade it ; then fending a detachment to take pof-

feflion of the valley of Kintzing and the defile of

Kniebis, he marched with the remainder of his troops

towards Stutgard and Canftadt. By thefe
24th. u j r u r imovements he gained one of the five principal

pafles of Suabia, placed himfelf in the rear of Moreau,

depriving him of all direft communication with

Strasbourg, carried off the magazines formed in the

duchy of Wurtemberg, and intercepted convoys and

couriers. Having opened a communication with

Nauendorf, he flraightened the front of Moreau 's

retreat, and obliged him to make it through the

fouthern part of Suabia.

Fretted on his rear by Petrarch, and on his two

flanks by Nauendorf and Jrcelich, Moreau
soth. . _ _ . .. , . .

had been obliged to recommence his retreat

by patting the Lech at Augfburg and Rain, intending

to retire acrofs the duchy of Wurtemberg and the

county of Baden, through Ulm, Stutgard, Canftadt,

and Kehl. To effeft this he fent forward the
22d.

commiflaries of provifions, the army bakers,

and a part of the baggage, which were all taken by a

detachment from Stutgard. Nauendorf, compre*

hending the defign of Moreau, haftened

towards Ulm, and gaining the heights and

pafles
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pafles to the duchy of Wurtemberg, com-

pelled the French to change their route.

They now crofted the Danube at Erbach, directing
1796.

their march towards Biberach a$d Schufienreid ; but

Petrarch again made a judicious move to Villengen,

and difpofed bodies of troops to prevent their retreat,

while a column fent by Moreau to re-open the com-

munication with Kehl, through the valley of Kintzing,

was repulfed, and forced to fall back on Freyburg.

Moreau was followed acrofs the Danube

by Latour, who drove him from Biberach,

and purfued him to Groth. The army under Latour

was divided into four corps, which, aflifled by thofe

under Nauendorf and Petrarch, clofed up the principal

paffes of Suabia, leaving open only thofe of the princi-

pality of Furftenberg and the forefl towns. Befides

thefe difficulties, Moreau found a new enemy to

encounter in the Suabian peafants, who, fmarting

under injuries and oppreifion, rofe againfl their greedy
and tyrannical conquerors, and being fupplied with

officers and affifted by advice from the army, pofted

themfelves in the woods and defiles through which

the French had to pafs, mafiacred or took prifoners

their fmaller detachments, flopped their fick and

wounded, pillaged their magazines, and recaptured a

portion of the fpoils of which themfelves had been

plundered.

Moreau was thus furrounded by difficulties which

required all his courage and generalfhip to encounter,

and



206 HISTORY OF FRANCE

CHAP, and his prudence and valour in this arduous retreat
"V V" r

gained him immortal hdnoun The nature of the op*

pofition to his progrefs obliged him to concentrate his

army and move en maffe in very clofe order*

He attempted to break through the circle

of foes which furrounded him, by attacking the van-

guards of generals Latour and Mercantin ; but

failing in this endeavour, he fent off his fick and

wounded and all the fuperfluities orhis army to France

through Switzerland, the cantons with generous ho*

fpitality permitting their progrefs after taking the pre-

caution to difarm them. Still the fituation of the

French general was extremely bad $
his communica*

tion with and hopes of fuccour from his own country

entirely cut off, and no expectations left but fuch as

arofe from his own valour and the probable errors of

his opponents.

His firft effort towards extricating himfelf

was wife and fortunate : having learned the

lituation of the army of M. de Latour, Moreau made

his left crofs the Danube at Reidlingen \
it recroffed at

Munderkingen, and at day-break routed the right of

the Auftrians polled between the Danube and a lake

called the Feder See. When Moreau was informed

of this fuccefs, he attacked the whole front of the

Auftrian line ;
M. de Latour ordered a retreat, which

foon degenerated into a flight, and his whole army
would have been in danger of deftru&ion, but for the

bravery of the emigrant corps of Conde', who covered

the
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the retreat, and on this, as well as on the preceding CHAP.
VY

day, fhewed a degree of bravery and difcipline tran- <_
*

,

fcending all eulogy. The Auflrians loft four thoufand 1796.

men, and twelve pieces of cannon.

This fuccefs, for which M. de Latour is feverely

cenfured, altered the face of Moreau's affairs, though

it was far from removing all his difficulties*

Latour took a pofition at Monfchroden,

Erlenhaufen, and Laupheim, while the French

general, taking advantage of his neceflary inaction,

recommenced his retreat in three parallel
r . . . . . (5th.

columns, one or which opened the entrance

into the foreft towns, while another covered the main

body againft Nauendorf and Petrarch
;
and the centre,

covered on its right and left by the other columns,

faced the Auftrian general. Thus Moreau directed

his courfe towards the mountains of Suabia, preparing

to force the defiles. Defaix contributed to the fuccefs

of this retreat by defeating general Petrarch, and

driving him from Schweyningen, Rothweil, and

Villingen, elTential pofts for paffing the black foreft.

After an interval of fome days, Latour had recom-

iced his purfuit, and Nauendorf made
r r ^ i TV i Tthtoioth.

unfuccefsml attempt to recover Roth-

reil. Moreau had eftablifhed his head-quarters at

Ingen, but though he retained the important pafs of

Lothweil, his fituation was critical and embarraifing.

It was necefiary to force a way through the valley -of

Ltzing to Kehl, or through the valley of Hell to

Freyburg.
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CHAP. Freyburg. The entrances of thefe valleys were
'

guarded by Auflrian corps and armed peafants ;
and

the archduke Charles, having pafled the Rhine, the

Mein, and the Necker, was already at Offenburgh.

The centre of the French army therefore advanced in

a clofe column to force the paflage of the valley of

Hell
; they attacked colonel d'Afpre, who was fup-

plied with only a few forces, drove him from poft to

poft, wounded him, and, at length, parted this terrible

defile*, and arrived at Freyburg, whence

they drove the Auftrians, and advanced be*

yond the city, the pofleflion of which fecured and

completed their retreat. While the centre was pairing

14th to
the valley of Hell, the two wings formed a

i6th.
junction, and were equally fuccefsful, while

the equipage and ammunition waggons defiled by the

fbreft towns under protection of the right wing-

M. de Latour followed Moreau's army in hopes of

cutting off a part; but, being prevented by the judg-

ment and celerity of that general, marched to the

right towards the valley of Kintzing, and formed a

junction with the archduke. , Generals Nauendorf

and Petrarch alfo joined the Auflrian prince ; and

general Frcelich and the corps of Conde alone con*

* The valley thus ftrangely named is fix miles long, and in many

places not more than fix paces wide : it is fituated between the

towns of Freyburg and Neuftadt, and the fign exhibited at an inn,

called the kingdom of Heaven, gives rife to a local proverb that irt

thispafs are found Paradife and Hell.

tinued
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tmued the purfuit of the republicans into the defiles of CHAP.

the Black ForefL The day after his arrival at

Freyburg, Moreau caufed Waldkirch to be occupied,

and placed his advanced pods on a height which

bound the right bank of the little river Eltz. A
detachment of his army drove the Auflrian light

troops from old Brifach, and threw a bridge of boats

over the Rhine, between that town and New Brifach.

Having effected this furprifmg retreat almoft with-

out lofs, Moreau, confiding in his good fortune, re-

folved, if poflible, to maintain himfelf in the

Brifgau, and advanced into the valley of

Kintzing, for the purpofe of fighting the archduke,

and relieving Kehl from its blockade. In hopes of

inducing the French to weaken the defence of Kehl,

his royal highnefs fent a detachment under general

Hotze into the Palatinate and Alface, which levied

contributions even at the gates of Straiburg, but did

not fucceed in its main object, and the prince was

obliged to forego his expectations. He then marched

towards Freyburg, and taking the command of

Latour's army, which had been joined by the corps

of Nauendorf and Petrarch, polled his troops in a

mod judicious manner from the Rhine to the entrance

of the valley of St. Peter and St. Meger, where

Conde and Frcelich were placed. The French oc-

cupied the mouth of the valleys, and their line palled

by Simonfwald, Waldkirch, Emendgen in front of

VOL. ii. p the
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CHAP, the Eltz, and ofKentzingen near the Rhine, to which

their left extended.

On the i;th of October, a fmart action

took place between the advanced guards,

which terminated favourably to the Auftrians.

Similar encounters diftinguifhed the following

day, when the duke d'Enghen, who commanded the

prince de Conde's advanced guard, took from the

republicans the formidable pofts of Hohlgraben, St.

Meger's, and St. Peter, and general Frcelich made

himfelf matter of fome important points in the valley

of Hell. Thefe affairs were only preludes to a general

engagement, for which the archduke was making the

mofl judicious preparations. His plans were

fb well formed, and fo punctually obeyed, that

notwithftanding an obftinate refiftance, they were fuc-

cefsful in every quarter. The French abandoned

Emendingen, and croffed the Eltz at Deningen, where

they deftroyed the bridge, while the prince de Conde

and general Frcelich gained ground on the corps

which were oppofed to them in the valleys of Hell and

St. Peter.

After this defeat, Moreau took a new po-

fition behind the Eltz, and the archduke

ordered the various divifions of his troops to
2()th. .

. _ . . .

crois the river for the purpofe or again giving

him battle
;
but the day being exhaufled in furmounting

unexpected difficulties, the attack could not be made,

and
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and the oppofmg armies took their pofitions for the CHAP.

night within half cannon {hot of each other, the arch-
'

duke fully intending to accomplifh his projected attaxk

at the firft dawn of the morning. Moreau

did not, however, think it prudent to await

this event, but retreated during the darknefs, fending

a confiderable detachment acrofs the Rhine at New

Brifach, and dejlroying the bridge. Such was the

termination of his attempt to maintain himfelf in the

Brifgau, by which, in fix days, he loft four thoufand

men, killed, wounded, and prifoners, while 'the

Imperialifts did not lofe five hundred.

Prince Charles was joined atFreyburg by the corps

of Conde and of general Frcelich, who affifted him in

driving the rear-guard of the republicans out of the

town. The Auftrians fuppofed the French to be in

ftill retreat towards Upper Alface, but Moreau halted

at Schliengen, twelve miles from Huningen, in a ver/

ftrong pofition, by which he hoped to keep his

purfuers in check. The attack of this poft prefented

almoft infurmountable difficulties
;
but fuch was the

enthufiafm of the army commanded by an enterprifing

and popular prince, that the afiault wa? undertaken ,

without hefitation, and crowned with complete fuccefs.

A violent ftorm and the approach of night terminated

the engagement ; when all the pofb Commanding the

flanks of thofe ftill occupied by the French had been

taken, and when the archduke was preparing

on the enfuing day to affail the heights of

p 2 Taunerkirchen,

25th.
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CHAP. Taunerkirchen, where the right wing of the republl-

^l_j
cans nad retired and taken a pofition en pstence,

1796- Moreau found it neceflary to recommence his retreat,

and patted the Rhine at Huningen, unoppofed by the

Auftrians, his army being protected by a flrong rear

under generals Abbattucci and La Boifliere.

Such was the termination of this celebrated retrtat ;

in which Moreau, though his proceedings were not

entirely exempt from error, mewed confummate

judgment, and in which too he was materially aflifled

by the miftakes of his opponents. After his retreat

to Alface, the armies were again feparated by the

Rhine, in almofl the whole length of its courfe from

Bafle to Cologne. The attention of the archduke

was dire&ed to the reduction of Kehl and Huningen,
and Moreau endeavoured to occupy fuch pofitions as

would prevent the accomplifhment of his views. The

campaign no longer excited a lively intereft in this

quarter, as the feverity of the feafon prevented the

execution of great enterprifes ;
but it yet remains to

relate fome tranfadions of minor importance, and

collateral to the main achievements.

When the archduke had driven Jourdan
22d Sept.

beyond the Rhine and the Sieg, he left

general Werneck with forty thoufand men to keep
the French in check. This general made it his chief

endeavour to confine his opponents between Duflel-

dorf and the Sieg, and to block up, as clofely as

poflible, the head of the bridge at Neuweid ;
he alfo

contrived



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 213

contrived by combined intrenchments to unite the CHAP.
XX.

towns of Montebauer and Limburg to the fortrefs of <

Ehrenbreitftein, and took other judicious meafures for

the purpofe of preventing the republicans in a future

campaign from pafTmg the Sieg and the Lahn.

Jourdan, who had previoufly been a favourite of

the directory, was deprived of his command, not

more on account of his misfortunes in the field, than

of his vigorous remonftrances againft the abfurd plan

of campaign which he had been obliged to follow. A
great portion of his army confidered his complaints

well founded ; and Beurnonville, on receiving the chief

command, had to contend againft perfonal unpopu-

larity, a fpirit of dejection and defertion, and a general

want of horfes, artillery, arms, clothes, and provifions.

He wifhed to refume active operations, and make a

diverfion in favour of Moreau : but in vain did he

cafhier officers, break commiflanes, difmifs con-

tractors, and moot foldiers
;
his army was incapable of

employment, and the time for enterprife was confumed

in internal arrangements.

Beurnonville's embarraflhients were in-

creafed by the exertions of general Hotze ;

who, croffing the Rhine at Manheim with nine

thoufand men, fent part of his force into Alface, while

another divifion pufhed parties into the Palatinate and

the Nahegau as far as Kaiferflautern and Baumholder,

attracting the attention of the French, deftroying their

lines, and levying contributions. Alarmed at this

unexpected
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CHAP, unexpected irruption, the French corps, in front of
'

the Nahe, and in the Hundfruck, marched towards

the duchy of Deuxponts; while general Neu, governor

of Mentz, taking advantage of the weak ftate of the

blockading corps, drove it back, after ieveral feyere

engagements, behind the Nahe, and took pofleflion

of Bingen, and fome important points on that river.

As thefe motions enabled Neu and Hotze to attempt

fomething more important, Beurnonville did not

.hefitate to weaken his force on the right bank of the

Rhine, by marching a large body towards the

Hundfruck.

Werneck, defirous of deriving advantage

from this circumftance, and of making a

diverfion favourable to Neu and Hotze, pufhed parties

in boats acrofs the Rhine, who deftroyed a bridge

erected by the French near Neuwied, but were re-

pulfed'in an attack on Coblentz, with a lofs of three

hundred men. Beurnonville made, in his ufual ftyle,

a. pompous report of this flight fuccefs, fluffed with

bombaft about the tremendous attack of the Auftrians,

the irrefiftible valour of the French foldiers both on

land and water, the inconceivable fire of his artillery,

and concluded by affirming 'that all the 'Auftrians, a

thoufand in number, were killed, drowned, and

captured. On the fame day, however, a fevere en-

gagement took place on the Sieg> between the ad-

vanced guards of the two armies, in which the French

were worfted with great lofs,

The
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30th.

The divifionafent from Beurnonville's army ^th an .d

rellored the fuperiority of the French in the 27th.

Hundfruck and on the Nahe
\ they attacked the

Aufirians near Kreutznach, and, after a hardy conteft

of two days, compelled them to retire upon the Seltz

with the lofs of three hundred men, while they them-

felves had an equal number killed and wounded, and

two hundred captured. The directory, however, con-

trived to put fuch appearances on this flight advantage

as to confole the people, and make them believe that

it fully compenfated for the advantages gained over

Moreau. Three days afterwards the French

again retired up the Nahe, their chief object

having been to cover the march of a divifion of their

army towards Kaiferilautern, which divifion, rein-

forced by troops difpatched by Moreau, obliged

general Hotze to retire to his intrenched camp before

Manheim, This pofition, known by the name of the

fort of the Rhine, is exceedingly ftrong, and
- ir

6 ;
. . . 7th Nov.

Hotze round himielt able to maintain it

againft a vigorous aflault by numbers greatly fuperior.

Nothing further occurred in this quarter except

menacing movements, fkirmifhes, and cannonades,

which produced no other effect than an unneceflary

facrifice of lives.

During this period the French and Au-

flrian generals agreed that Neuweid ihould be

confidered as neutral, and be poffefled by neither

,
and at length Kray and Kleber concluded an

armiftke

1796.
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CHAP, armiftice on equitable terms. This compact was

_V^__j formally difavowed both by the emperor and the re-

1/96. public, and yet faithfully executed by the contracting

parties, to whom its ftipulations were rendered necef-

fary by the rigour of the feafon, the ftate of the

forces, and the nature of the country which they oc-

cupied.

Perhaps a principal reafon on the part of the Au-

ftrians for difavowing the armiftice was the progrefs

which the afchduke was making in the reduction of

the fortrefs of Kehl, and the tete de font at Huningen.

Kehl is fituated on the right bank of the Rhine almofl

oppofite to Strafburg, with which before the war it

was connected by a bridge, but that had been broken

down on both fides. At the commencement of the

war, the fortifications had been almoft deflroyed, but

when the place fell into the hands of the French,

they made great efforts to put it in a refpectable ftate

of defence, and its temporary capture by general

Petrarch, which has already been mentioned, gave a

frefh fpur to their activity. To render this fort more

difficult of approach, they covered it by an intrenched

camp, the right of which was flanked by an elbow of

the river, and an ifland in it,- while the left extended

to the fort itfelf. The front, which was a great deal

more advanced tfyan the wings, was covered by a

ftrong dykej armed with redoubts, and provided with

a. good ditch
;

it concealed the intrenched camp, and

tJius fecured it from the fire of cannon ; and the

difficulties
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difficulties of approach were further increafed by cuts C " AP*

made in the Kintzing and Schutter, fmall rivers which

fall into the Rhine near Kehl. It was fupplied with

a numerous artillery, and a bridge of boats rendered

the communication with Strafburg ready and fure.

In this formidable ftate was Kehl, when the Auftrian

prince commenced his operations with a full fenfe of

the difficulties awaiting his enterprife, but a full de-

termination to employ all the refources of fkill and

perfeverance in vanquifhing them. The fort was

ineffectually fummoned, and ten days after- nth and

wards the trenches opened on the right bank
2 ift NOT.

of the Kintzing. On the fame day Moreau reinforced

the garrifon with a large body of infantry under

Defaix, which on the enfuing morning made a

vigorous fortie, for the purpofe of deftroying
the works, but after a temporary fuccefs were

repulfed with the lofs of two thoufand men, the Au-

ftrians having loft thirteen hundred. On both fides

prodigies of valour were performed : the republicans

had four general officers wounded. Another

fortie made by the French was attended with

no better iflue, and the approaches of the befiegers

^ere continued without interruption ;
till the Au-

irians, having brought many batteries to

;ar, made four fuccefUve attempts to carry

the advanced works which covered the right flank of

le entrenched camp, but were in each repulfed with

Thefe failures reconciled them to the neceflity

of

25th.

llth Dec.
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CHAP, of continuing formal approaches, which were, how*

L-_^_>ever, made with the greatefl difficulty, and retarded

17,96. by cold, fnow, rains, and the overflowing of the

rivers Kintzing and Schutter. The place was defended

with uncommon vigour ; and, befides the effects of

the weather, of difeafe, and of hard labour, an almofl

inceflant cannonade and bombardment deflroyed nu-

merous lives. Still the Auflrians, animated by the

prefence and infpired by the example of their royal

leader, did not repine at their hardfhips or intermit

their labours, and at length made a fuccefsful

attack on an intrenchment thrown up near

the poft-houJTe at Kehl, where they took two hundre4

prifoners and four pieces of cannon.

The fort, as well as the intrenched camp, deriving

their principal fecurity from the bridges which com*!

municated with Straiburg ;
and thefe. bridges being,

by judicious works, protected from attack
j
the arch*

duke conftructed fire-mips to be floated down the

Rhine, hoping by their weight or explofion to break

the bridges. The experiment was carefully
2i2<l,

conducted
;
but the French had prepared for

its fruftration, by building an efcalade above the

Bridges, which flopped the machine, and they pre-

vented the explofion by feizing the match. Other

machines were launched but with no better effect ;

and the Auftrians loft many men in attempts to carry

the intrenchments.

Thefe failures did not prevent their completing the

fecond
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fecond parallel,
and making the approaches of the CHAP.

third j
and having pufhed them within two hundred

paces of the outward works on the left, the prince of

Orange and major general Zolf, by direction
1797.

of the archduke, made a refolute and fuc- i ft Jan -

cefsful affault on the works which flanked the centre

of the intrenched camp, while the workmen carried

on with equal bravery and activity the projected pa-

rallel.

The pofition gained' by this fpirited exertion, which

coil many lives on both fides, was expofed to a fevere

fire
;
but the Auftrians maintained it with great refo-

lution, till they had eftablifhed batteries for the pur-

pofe of filencing the artillery of their op-

ponents. When thefe were completed, the

archduke prepared for an immediate aflault
;
but the

French eluded his defign by evacuating the works of

the right wing. The befiegers could confequently

play on the bridges, and were conftru&ing batteries

to deftroy them; but the archduke, anxious to ter-

minate the protraded fiege, ordered the left wing of

le intrenched camp to be itormed, an exploit which,

much refiftance, was fuccefsfully accompliihed.

te French were thus driven into the fort, and finding

it their communication with Strafburg could

>edily be cut off, Defaix agreed to a capi-
C^tll

ition, abandoned the fort, and withdrew

troops, with their arms, baggage, and artillery,
rond the river.

It
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It was fuppofed that the republicans main-

tained pofleffion of the tete de font of Hun-

1796. ingen, principally for the purpofe of dividing the

efforts of the Auftrians, and preventing their whole

force from afiailing Kehl. It was fupported and

flanked by a confiderable horn-work, raifed on an

ifland of the Rhine called Shufter iiland, and pro-

tected by the fire of the fortrefs of Huningen, and

many batteries erected on the left bank of the

Rhine. It was inverted early in November by prince

Furftenberg \
who having made his approaches anc

fummoned, began to bombard it, as well as the

Shufter ifland and the town of Huningen, and broke

the bridge which joined the two banks, which,

however, the French found means to repair.

The prince expected that the repub-
soth. ,. .. . .

licans would give up the tete de font, to

prevent the injury which the town muft fuftain from

his operations ; but finding this expectation not

realifed, he ordered an aflault on the intrench-

ments, and got poffeflion of the half-moon and the

horn-work, but was repulfed after a bloody con-

flict, in which he loft eight hundred men. The

French loft an equal number, befides their general

Abbatucci, to whom they owed the fuccefs of the

day *.

Convinced

* This general, only twentyfix years of age, was, like Buonaparte,

a Corfican by birth, and brought up in the artillery at the begin-

ning
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XX.
v

1796.

Convinced by this failure that the fate of the CHAP.

tetc de font depended on that of Kehl, the prince v

of Furflenberg carried on his works, and contented

himfelf with cannonading and bombarding the town.

The French made feveral forties, in which they were

generally repulfed with difadvantage. The vicinity

of Bafle occafioned fome violations of territory, re-

fpecling which both the French and Auftrians made

ftrenuous complaints ;
and the Swifs, in endeavouring

to render impartial juflice, offended both. After the

reduction of KehL the archduke difpatched
1797.

his heavy artillery to the prince of Furften- 2d and

berg ;
and the French, finding their fituation 6th Feb -

on the right bank of the Rhine no longer tenable,

capitulated, recroffed the river with their arms and

baggage, the Auftrians taking pofieffion of the tete de

pont and of the Shufter ifland. The Imperialifts alfo

agreed not to fire on the town of Huningen, on con-

dition that the French would not fire from it on the

oppofite Auftrian pofts.

This event terminated the campaign in Germany *.

ig of the revolution. He poflefled, it is faid, as much courage

greater talents than Buonaparte.
* For this chapter, I have confulted folely the Hiftory of the

Campaign of 1796 London, anonymous.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XXL

Campaign in Italy The French recruit their Arm)

Buonaparte commands the French Beaulieu the Ai

Jirian Army Battles of MontenotteMontelezino

Degoand Vico* The King of Sardinia concludes an

ArmifticeThe French crofr the PC The Duke

Parma piirchafes Peace Battle at Lodi The French

enter Milan Opprefs the People of Lombardy Who

form an Infurretthn Cruelties exertifed on them

The French pafs the Mincio - Beaulieu retreats intt

the Tyrol The King of Naples and the Pope negotiate

for an Armijlice Plunder Infurreflionand Cruelty

Unprincipled feizure of Leghorn The Citadel of

Milan furrenders Siege of Mantua formed The

Auftrian Army reinforced Wurmfer takes the Com-

mand His mode of dividing his Force Firftfuccejfes

Siege of Mantua raifed Buonaparte attacks and

defeats the Divi/ton under General Quofdanovich

Wurmfer defeated at Caftlglione Retreats to the

Tyrol Mantua again blockaded Plan of the French

Battle ofRovercdo Action at Pri?nolanoWurmf?r
throws himfelf into Mantua The French conclude

Peace 'with Naples Refufe reafonable Terms to the

Pope Foment Infurreftions at Modena, Bologna^ and

Fcrrara -
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Ferrara The Auftrians form a new Army under

Alvinzy and Davidovich Divifion of their Force

Battle of Fonteniva Succejfes of Davidovich - Battle

cfArcola Subfequent Attions The Expedition of the

Auftriansfruft.rated The French make new Requi-

Jttions- and
exercife new Severities Formation ofthe

Cifpadan Republic Preparations ofthe Pope ^Buona-

parte feizes Bergamo from the Venetians New Ex-

pedition ofthe Auftriansfor ReliefofMantua SucceJ/es

of Propera- Meafures taken by Buonaparte Battles

before Verona at Rivoli and Corona Attempt of

Proverafor Relief of Mantua Fruftrated Alvinzy

retreats to the Tyrol- Surrender ofMantua Buona-

parte invades the Papal Territories and after over-

running a great Part, compels the Pope to purchafe

Peace Levies Contributions on Tufcany and Venice

General View of the Loffes on both Sides and Refult

of the Campaign State of Cor/tea Party againft the

Engli/h< who evacuate the I/land General View of

naval Events Capture of Sir Sydney Smith The -

, .

French excite Infurregions infeveral Weft-India I/lands

Expedition under Admiral Chriftian Its Succefs

I/lands taken from the Dutch The French attack

Newfoundland The Englijh Army thinned by the

Yellow Fever The Englijh take from the Dutch

Ceylon, Cochin, the Cape of Good Hope, Baiaviay

and the Molucca Ifles- Attempt to negotiate Peace

ord Malmjbury, after making his firft Propofals^.

rdered to leave France Spain declares War againft

England
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England The French encourage Infurreclion in Ire-

land andfail in an Attempt to invade that Country.

I79& EVENTFUL and extraordinary as was the

campaign in Germany, it yielded in many points to

that maintained in Italy. Although the republicans J

intended to direct their moft flrenuous efforts towards -

that quarter, yet as their armies were compofed of the

very worft foldiers, and they wifhed to prevent

the emperor from recruiting his forces, they ap-

peared to neglect all military precaution, and even

abandon Italy to its fate. The recruits, deftitute of

liecefiaries, and bound by no laws of fubordination,

were permitted to retire to their homes, and even

defertion was flagrantly connived at. When the ap-

pearance of complete diforganifation had brought the ,

allies to believe that no ftrenuous exertions would be

made, the directory, under pretence of quelling or

preventing difturbances in the South, drew
Jan. & Feb. _ r . n

together forty thoufand or their belt troops,

men who from ferving in the Pyrenees were inured

to a hot climate, and after keeping them fome time in

Languedoc, Rouflillon, and Provence, fud-

denly tranfported them, by forced marches,

to Genoa.

The command of this army was given to Buona-

parte, the young Corfican_,whofe a&ivity in fupprefling

the infurreftion of the treize Vendemaire has already

been mentioned, and who, in order to qualify himfelf

for
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for his new appointment, and to retain an intereft CHAP.

\vith the director Barras, wedded the widow of, ^.1

Alexander Beauharnois, who had, fmee the murder 1796.

of her hufband, during the days of Robefpierre, ex-

changed with Barras complaifance for protection.

The military talents of Buonaparte were hot unknown

to, or undervalued by, the allies ; but their armies in

Italy were not put on a footing fufficiently refpe&able

to encounter thofe of the republic. Influenced by the

perfuafion of the court ofVienna, the king of Sardinia

had, during the winter, refufed advantageous propofals

of peace and neutrality> and the dill moretempting offer

of the gift of the Milanefe if he would join the French.

The emperor, in return i had engaged that his troops in

Italy mould be augmented to fixty thoufand, and

general Beaulieu Was induced to take the command

by a fimilar promife ; but* to the great difappointment

both of the king and general, when the campaign
was on the eve ofcommencing, the emperor had given

only half the promifed reinforcement ;
and general

.rgenteau, whofe mifconducl had occafioned many
)f the difafters of the late campaign, was not recalled,

>ut (till left to command,, according to his rank, the

ight of the army.

Hoftilities began early in April* at which

>eriod the French had eighty-five thoufand,
'

id the allies feventy-five thoufand men. After

taking feints along the whole extent of the Col di

>nde, the republicans fpread a report of their in-

VOL. ji. Q tention
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tention to feize Genoa, and ten or twelve thoufand

men, under general Laharpe, pufhed forward to St.

Pierre d'Arena, a fuburb of the city. Beaulieu, fetting

out from Alexandria to oppofe them, took pod in the

front of the defile of Bochetta, and caufed a flrong

detachment to advance to the gates of Genoa. The

chiefs of the government endeavoured to collect troops

for the defence of their independence, but the internal

danger of infurrection, from the prevalence of French

principles, was far more alarming than even the terror

of violence from without.

General Beaulieu, perceiving that the
'

French became daily more formidable, pre-

pared a judicious plan of general attack, in which his

operations were combined with thofe ofgeneral Colli,

who commanded the Piedmontefe troops ;
and the

fuccefs in execution depended in a great meafure on

the conduct of d'Argenteau. Beaulieu and Colli

were fuccefsful ; but d'Argenteau, who was to florin

an intrenched pofition, confifting of three great re-

doubts, was fo vigorouily refilled at the two firft, that

he did not arrive at the lafl, fituated at Montenotte,

till the day was fpent. Rarnpon, who com-

manded it, received reinforcements during

the night, and difperfed them in the rieighbouring

woods ; d'Argenteau, incautioufly advancing, was

aflailed on all fides, and put to the rout. Fearing he

mould no longer be able to refill the French, he

wrote to colonel Wuckaffowich to join him with three

nth.

or
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Or four thoufand men, but, by an aftoniftiing inad^ CHAP.
VVT

vertence, dated his letter erroneoufly, and appointed t_ ^
J *

f

the fuccours a day later than he intended* In the 1796.

mean time Buonaparte, having reinforced his right*

and ordered Laharpe to advance between generals

Beaulieu and Argenteau, marched forward by the

valley ofTanaro and the heights of Savona, to turn

the right of the Auftrians, and feparate them from

general Colli. The attempt was crowned with fuc-

cefs, and vi&ory remained with the French, who

tookpofleffion of Carcare* and eftabliflled themfelves

on the heights furrounding Cairo*

The French, rapidly advancing, forced the

Auflrians to rilk another general engagement

at Montelezino, in which they again eflayed their

former manoeuvre with fuccefs, and put d'Argenteau

to flight. Colonel Wuckaflbwich unexpectedly coming

up with the men which had been applied for, gained

confiderable temporary advantages, and might even

have turned the fate of the day but d'Argenteau
took no means to rally his troops, and Wuckaflbwich

was obliged, after maintaining an honourable conflidt,

to retire with great lofs* In his precipitate retreat on

the twelfth, d'Argenteau had forgotten a .detached

corps under lieutenant-general Provera, and this

officer did not learn the defeat of the allies till he faw

the republicans advancing agai&ft him. He was pre-

vented from retreating to the Auftrians by a fudden

fwell of the Bormida, and therefore retired, without

o^ 2 provifions
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16th.

CHAP,
provifions or water, to a high mountain, where for

days he defended himfelf with incredible valour

againft the aflfault of the whole French army, repulfmg

them with dreadful carnage, killing two and wound-

ing one of their general officers, and furrendering at

lail only through fatigue and famine.

Though the battle of Montelezino had greatly

weakened the communication between the Auftrian

and Piedmon-tefe armies, they made no combined

movement to approach each other and contract

their line 5 Buonaparte gained the opportunity of

placing himfelf between them, and forcing the Pied-

montefe to a feparately. They were at-

tacked in their entrenched camp, and, though

they repulfed the aflailants, found it neceflary to

abandon their pofition the enfuing day, and place

themfelves between the conflux of the rivers Tanaro

and Curfaglia, where, for four days, they refilled

all efforts to diflodge them : the republicans

having, however, croffed the Tanaro, Colli

retreated towards Mondovi, but was overtaken and

defeated at Vico
;
and Mondovi, on the fame evening,

fell into the hands of the French.

The Piedmontefe army, being thus entirely feparated

from the Auftrians, took a good defenfive pofition

behind the Stura, calculated to prevent the irruption

of the French into Piedmont
;
but the king of Sar-

dinia, fearful of Hiking his crown on the uncertain

iflue of a battle, obtained an ariniftice, at the ex-

pence
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pence of the fortrefles of Com, Ceva, and Tortona, CHAP,
XXI

and the town ofAlexandria ;
feveral important permif-<

'

_,

fions were befides conceded the republicans, parti-
1796'.

cularly thofe of remaining matters of all the country

on the right bank of the Tanaro, of croiling the Po

below the town of Valenza, and palling freely through

the territories of the king of Sardinia, This armiflilt%

was fucceeded by a treaty of peace.

Weakened by this great defe&ion offeree, and alarm-

ed at the facilities which it afforded to his opponents,

general Beaulieu crofled the Po, and took a pofidon

between that river and thofe of Ticino and Terdoppio,

in order to protect the Milanefe till the emperor

ftiould be able to fend reinforcements. Buonaparte,

forefeeing the difficulty of crofling fo rapid a river as the

Po in prefence of an enemy, made a feint of
'

':
, 8th May.

attempting a pafiage at Valenza, and then,

proceeding by a forced march to the neighbourhood
of Placenza, tranfported his vanguard to the oppoiite

bank on rafts and flying bridges. Detachments fent

by M. de Eeaulieu arrived too late to prevent the

eflablifhment of the republicans on the left bank of the

river \ they were worded in two fldrmifhes, and

obliged to retreat towards Lodi
?
where they joined

their commander in chief.

Terrified at the retreat of the Auftrians beyond the

Po, the duke of Parma haftened to negotiate peace

with the French ; and, as ufual, obtained it by pur-

chafe ; the price to him was two millions of livres

(87,500/0,
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CHAP. (87,5007.), 1700 horfes, 2000 oxen, an immenfe

quantity of provifions, and twenty paintings to be

chofen by the French.

Quitting the banks of the Po, Buonaparte

foon found his advanced guard in prefence

of the Auflrian rear, which was ported in front of

Lodi and the river Adda. A brilk cannonade com-

pelled the Auflrians to abandon the town ;
but

major Malcamp, fon-in-law to Beaulieu, having caufed

feveral pieces of cannon to be placed at the end,

fo as to enfilade the bridge, while other pieces,

on the right and left, took it by a crofs fire, would

not fuffer it to be broken down, not imagining that

the French would attempt to crofs by force.

Buonaparte waited only for the arrival of all his

troops to attempt the defperate exploit : a council of

'general officers unanimoufly difapproved the defign ;

.but he, being determined on the meafure, aflembled

the grenadiers, and made a fpeech, animating them

to the enterprife. They anfwered,
" Give us fome

brandy, and we will fee what is to be done" it was

afforded them in abundance, and four thoufand gre-

nadiers and carbineers, forming a folid column, march-

'ed to the attack; but on reaching the extremity of

the bridge, were thrice repulfed by difcharges of grape-

mot. Still Buonaparte perfevered, and ordered frefh

troops ;
fix generals headed them, and maintained

their reTolution both by fpeeches and example. At a

moment when the thicknefs of the fmoke produced

by
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by incefTant firing obfcured them from view, they CHAP.

rufhed impetuoufly forward, gained pofleflion of the c_
cannon at the other extremity, and compelled the 1796.

Auftrians to retreat. In this attack the French loft

at leaft four thoufand men
; though Buonaparte, in his

difpatch to the directory, reduced it to one-tenth of the

number. The valour of the troops deferves praife, no

lefs than the conduct of the general merits execration.

Never was the blood of the brave fhed more wan-

tonly ; for other difpofitions, and the delay of a few

days, would have rendered thepaflage of the Adda as

bloodlefs as that of the Po. The action, however,

had the effect of producing a great portion of national

exultation ;
and the void created in the army was filled

by reinforcements from Kellerman, whofe longer pre-

fence in Savoy was rendered unneceflary by the peace

with Sardinia.

M. de Beaulieu being obliged to retire

up the Adda, recalled thofe troops which he

had placed on the Ticino and at Milan, which city he

evacuated, leaving only eighteen hundred men in

the citadel
5
four thoufand French, under Maffena, took

poffeffion, and on the following day Buonaparte made

his triumphal entry, receiving the utmofl

homage and flattery, and indulging in every .

fpecies of voluptuoufnefs. He did not forget to

impofe on Lombardy, as the price of liberty, a con-

tribution of twenty millions of livres (875, ooo/.), and

obtained from the duke of Modena half that fum, and

twenty
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CHAP. twenty valuable pictures, for a fufpenfion of

arms. The foldiery, animated to redoubled

licentioufnefs by a proclamation ofBuonaparte, ftirring

them to vengeance againft the Neapolitans and Ro-

mans, and promifmg to enrich them with the fpoils

Italy, treated Lombardy as a conquered country

Their rapacity, infolent mockery of religious cere-

monies, and above all their licentious violation of the

perfons of women, drove the inhabitants to
22d.

diflra&ion ; a general infurreclion broke out,

the towns and villages armed at the found of the tocfm,

the national cockade was trampled under foot, the

trees of liberty cut down, and the republicans found

in fmall parties maflacred. Buonaparte, informed of

the event, waited not for the forms of inveftigation

or the procefs of juftice, but ordered his troops to

march againfl the principal fcenes of infurre&ion. By
his command, .the village of Binafco was burnt, and a

hundred of its inhabitants put to the fword, The gates

of Pavia being fhut, were forced open with cannon,

the French troops murdered all whom they could

find, and pillaged the town, The republican com-

miflaries and generals arrefted in all the towns of

Lombardy the mod confiderable perfons, many of

whom they caufed to be {hot, and difarmed the inha-

bitants,

Too weak to $fpute with the French the poffeffion

of the Milanefe, general Beaulieu thought only of

covering Mantua and keeping up his communication

with
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with Germany, for which purpofe he took a good CHAP.

pofition
on the Mincio ; but Buonaparte

'

having forced the paffage of that river near

Borghetto, and marched a column of his army towards

Pefchiera and Caftelnuovo, in the intention of cutting

him off from the road to Verona and Trente, the

Auftrian general was obliged to give up all communi-

cation with Mantua, and retreat towards the Adige.

Mantua was abundantly fupplied with provifions, and

M. de Beaulieu, after placing in it a garrifon of twelve

thoufand men, had only fourteen thoufand left, at

the head of whom he effected a judicious and orderly

retreat, traverfmg the ftates of Venice, and gaining

the narrow paffes of the Tyrol, where he made ex-

cellent difpofitions for defence.

The French, being thus matters of their movements

in Italy, fpread themfelves in every direction, plun-

dering the people without fhame or remorfe. Terror

produced applications for an armiflice from the king

of Naples and the pope. The territories of
r j r i r 4th June.

Naples being too far removed from the icene

of French conqueft to be fubje&ed to a contribution,

>thing was required but a feparation of the troops

that country from thofe of the emperor. The pope

;, on the contrary, in the very grafp of the repub-

is ; Buonaparte took poffeffion ofBologna,

irrara, and fort Urbino, and the pontiffwas

Fered the boon of forbearance on yielding to the

French
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CHAP. French the pofTeffion of thofe places and the citadel
xx r

./
^

'

. of Ancona, and on payment of twenty one millions

tfyti' oflivres (918,7507.), a hundred paintings, and two

hundred precious manufcripts. Befides thefe extortions,

the French impofed on the pope, as they had done

on the king of Sardinia, the hard neceflity of recalling

and fetting at liberty all perfons charged with revo-

lutionary practices ;
a requifition more hard and de-

grading than the fad of dethroning a monarch, fince

the love and refpect which misfortune would in that

cafe have met with were by this conduct rooted

from the minds of fubjecls, and criminals, fet above

their judges, offered arguments and encouragements

to others to aflbciate with them in villainy.

From the towns thus acquired the French obtained

heavy artillery and (lores for the fiege of Mantua ;

and their artifls, not content with the fpoils of Rome,

plundered 'Milan, Pavia, Parma, and Placenza, of

their choiceft works. Infurrections, excited by the

lawlefs violence of the French, were punifhed with

the moil favage rigour ;
a tumult at Arquata occa-

fioned the burning of feveral villages, the mooting of
'

a great number of 'the mofl refpectable inhabitants,

and all the rigours of military defpotifm. The inha-

bitants of Romagna, who attempted to avenge their

own wrongs, were treated with equal feverity; the

town of Lugo and feveral villages were burn., and

hundreds of the peafants put to the fword. The

Italians,
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Italians, though prevented by thefe dreadful means of CHAP.

coercion from open violence, purfued their habitual L
^

^ __,

courfe of fecret vengeance ;
and the fliletto, the 1790,

climate, and the intemperance of the republicans,

thinned their ranks, though no longer oppofed to the

fword of the Auftrians.

While the fins of the inhabitants of Italy

againft the laws of nations were fo feverely

avenged the French themfelves ihewed a thorough con-

tempt of all law but that of convenience by the unprin-

cipled feizure of Leghorn, notwithstanding the conclu-

fion of peace with Tufcany. They hoped to gain poflef-

fion of the Englifh property in the town and harbour ;

but the Britifh (hips had quitted the port, freighted

with their own wealth, and the greatefl part of the

magazines and effects belonging to the government
and the native merchants. The plunderers, difap-

pointed of their prey, fought recompence by feizing

any thing they could find, under pretence of its being

Englifh ;
and they were further gratified by excluding

the fleets of that nation from the port .

During thefe tranfa&ions, the French made
29th.

lemfelves mailers of the caftle of Milan,

rhich furrendered after a fiege of twelve days ; and

Fter inverting it for fome time opened the

trenches beforeMantua, which was vigoroufly

lefended by count Canto d'Irles.

On receiving information of the defe&ion of the

jng of Sardinia, and the confequent lofs of the

Milanefe,
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CHAP. Milanefe, the cabinet of Vienna ordered all the troops

i__.^_L)flationed in Carinthia and Styria to proceed by forced

marches to the Tyrol ; and fome thoufands of the

natives of that country were formed into corps of

chaiTeurs, for which they were extremely well adapted.

Field-marmal Wurmfer alfo departed from the Rhine

with more than thirty thoufand effective men, to

fuperfede Beaulieu
;
but from the fatigues incident to

fo long a march, the troops were obliged to continue a

confiderable time in inaction.

Leaving ten thoufand men in the bifhopric

ofthelnfpruckto obfervethe French, Wurmfer

began his march at the head of forty-feven thoufand

men, divided into three principal bodies, commanded,
in fubordination to himfelf, by generals Quofdanovich,

Mezaros, Melas, and Davidovich, The column of

the right, under Quofdanovich, furprifed the polls of

Salo and Brefcia, making prifoners two thoufand men

and three generals, befides other officers, and advanced

on the roads from Brefcia to Mantua and Verona to

take the French in the rear and favour the attack of

the centre column. That divifion had forced

all the pofts along the Adige, taking fifteen

hundred men, and driving back the French as far as

the Mincio. Buonaparte, fearful ofbeing furrounded,

precipitately raifed the fiege of Mantua, though he

had advanced the works within a hundred paces of the

covered way; and the garrifon, while he was retiring,

made ^vigorous fortie, took fix hundred of his rear,

his
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befieging artillery and ammunition, confifting of a CHAP.

hundred and thirty-four cannon and mortars and a c^^^JL*

hundred and forty thoufand mot and balls, and 1796'

effe&ually deftroyed his works.

Placed between the two Auftrian columns, Buona-

parte fpeedily concentrated his forces to attack Quof-

danovich before he could effect a junction with

Wurmfer, and fucceflively afiaulted detachments of

his force at Lonado, Montechiaro, Dezen- 3 |ft jujy to

zano, Brefcia, and Salo. In all thefe 3d AuS-

actions the Auftrians behaved with great valour, and

fome terminated in their favour ; but at length all the

corps were completely routed, difperfed, and obliged

to efcape into the mountains of the Tyrol, after

having nearly one half of their number killed or taken

prifoners.

Being thus freed from one divifion of his op-

ponents, Buonaparte returned with twenty-eight

thoufand men to meet Wurmfer, who, having crofTed

the Mincio, was advancing with eighteen thoufand to

join Quofdanovich. At Cafliglione, the whole

French army attacked the advanced guard
under general Lyptay. The Auftrians, after a magna-
imous defence, were advancing to lay down their

s, when the French perceived Wurmfer's main

y approaching, and retreated to gain a frefli

fition. The Imperialifts, who had performed a

tiguing march during extreme heat, were attacked

tore

they had formed, but maintained their ground,
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5th.

CHAP, and prevented the republicans from penetrating into

x
^" , the plain which feparated their right and left. The

1796. two armies pafled the night within mufket-mot of

each other, but were prevented by fatigue from en-r

gaging, nor did'they renew the combat even on the

next day. The Auftrians did not even take pains to

improve their petition, confidering that an engage-

ment could not take place for fome days ;
but early

on the enfuing morning their whole line was

attacked, their left turned, and their rear

threatened. They fought with great courage; but

their own errors not lefs than the force of the French

decided the fate of the day : Wurmfer, perfevering

even to obftinacy, was at length perfuaded to retreat,

with the lofs of three thoufand men and thirty pieces

of cannon. He pafled the Mincio at Valeggio, and,

flill purfued by the republicans, regained the Tyrol,

with little more than half his original force. He

had, however, fucceeded in victualling, floring, and

recruiting Mantua, which was thus again enabled

refill a long blockade. The final misfortunes of this

expedition, which in its outfet promifed fo favourably,

are in a great meafure afcribed to an ufelefs diverfion,

which Wurmfer directed Mezaros to make, and in

which he never fired a fhot. The total lofs of the

Auftrians In thefe few days was feventeen thoufand

men, of whom three hundred and ninety-one were

officers; that on the fide of the French exceeded

ten tboufandj but they had alfo fuffered moft

feverely
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feverely from heat, and the effects of forced marches. CHAP,
"W I

During the remainder of Augufl both armies wcre._ /^ ^

endeavouring to flrengthen themfelves by recruits ;
/1796*.

Wurmfer had again raifed his numbers to near fifty

thoufand ; and Buonaparte, having received reinforce-

Fents

from Kellermann, reconftru&ed the works for

e blockade of Mantua.

At this period the directory v
formed the gigantic

plan of uniting the armies of Moreau, Jourdan, and

Buonaparte, on the banks of the Danube, for the

purpofe of invading the dominions of the houfe of

Auftria, annihilating its fupremacy over Germany,
and difpofing of the riches and deftiny of that vail

country. To execute this projeft, Buonaparte muft

deftroy the remainder of Wurmfer's army, force the

paffes of the Tyrol, and march into Bavaria.

He therefore attacked the whole line of the

Auftrians, and forced them at Roveredo, making
himfelf mafter of the city, and great part of the duchy
of Trent.

Wurmfer, acquainted with Buonaparte's defign, at-

tempted to difconcert it by a diverfion for the relief of

Mantua, and for that purpofe took with him the

:hoicefl men, both infantry and cavalry, and pro-

dded along the Brenta. Buonaparte was indeed

irprifed at his opponent's move, but inftead of falling

Lck along the Adige towards Verona, as Wurmfer

lad expelled, he fet forward inpurfuit of him in the

ad from Trent to Beffano, thus cutting him off

entirely
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entirely from his troops in the Tyrol. He

came up with the field-marfhars rear guard

1796- at Primolano, and defeated it with confiderable lofs ;

but Wurmfer (till advancing with the greateft rapidity,

traverfed Vicenza, patted the Adige, and de-

feated a French divifion at Ceria, and arrived

with ten thoufand men under the walls of

Mantua, where he repelled an attack of the

republicans, taking fifteen hundred prifoners and ten

pieces of cannon. He found, however, that his

junction with the garrifon of Mantua rendered the

acquifition of forage an object of more immediate

importance than the purfuit of victory, and therefore

fpent the greater part of the month of October in

excurfions for that neceflary purpofe. Buonaparte

too, finding that Wurmfer's unexpected move and

the exploits of the archduke Charles had difappointed

the hopes he had been led to form, drew the greater

part of his army round Mantua, leaving two corps to

cbferve the Auflrians in the Trentino and Friuly.

While hoflilities were thus fufpended, the armiftice;

with the king of Naples was converted into a definitive

treaty of peace ;
this compact was highly advan*

tageous to the republicans, as it detached from the

caufe of the emperor an army of eighty thoufand men

which the king had colle&ed : but the pope, who had

alfo applied for peace, and who never had declared

war, was an eafy and defirable prey, and therefore fuch

terms alone were offered to him as would have been

deemed
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deemed harfh and cruel from a conqueror to an help-

lefs foe, and he wai obliged to reject them, thought

hopeiefs of maintaining by force his political exiftence;

The French rejoiced at his determination, and, at the-

fame time, began to execute their projecl of fo-

menting revolutions and forming feparate republics ixx

Italy. They would not call to independence the in*

habitants of Lombardy, over whom they were flill re^

folved to tyrannife ; but they caufed revolt among the

fubje&s of the duke of Modena, and in the towns of

Bologna and Ferrara, inflaming the lower clafsby

their deteflable doftrines, arming^ and training then}

to the military ptofeflion, and encouraging them t<?

acts which would make them hate and fear their

former governors*

In the fame period the Auftrians were employing

every effort to reinforce their regiments in the Tyrol
and Friuly, which they at length completed, and wer

able to multer near feventy thoufand, while the French

had only fixty thoufand men, ten thoufand of whom,

being in garrifons, could not be brought into th$

field. The Auftrian troops were divided among

generals Alvinzy, Davidovich3 and Wurtnfer, whp
with more than twenty thoufand was fhut up in

Mantua. Alvinzy, leaving Fruily with thirty thoufaad

men, traverfed the Trevifano, forced the

parTage of the Brenta, and pofted himfelf

with twelve thoufand men at Baflano, placing a

number at Fonteniva under general Provera, while

VOL. n ii the

3d Nov.
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CHAP, the reft of his troops maintained his communication

,with Davidovich.

Buonaparte having reunited feveral divi-

fions of his army at Vicenza, quitted that

place in the night, and fuddenly falling on general

Provera, drove him beyond the Brenta, and broke

down the bridge. The conteft was, however, ex-

tremely obftinate and bloody, four thoufand Auflrians

and as many French having been killed and

wounded. General Alvinzy immediately

drew nearer to Provera, and they were preparing to

renew the conflict, when Buonaparte quitted the field

of battle. He had learnt that his troops in the

Trentino had been four times defeated by Davidovich,

who, belides killing a great number, had taken two

thoufand prifoners, made himfelf mafter of the town

of Trent, and purfued the French to Rivoli and La

Corona.

On the retreat of the republicans, Alvinzy

took pofleflion of Vicenza, diflodged them

from Montebello, and, after afrnart action, compelled

them to fall back into Verona. He then made a

move to draw nearer to Davidovich, and Buonaparte

filed a large column of troops along the Adige, parted

that river by a bridge of boats at Roneo, and marched

towards Villanova, hoping to furprife the rear of the

Auflrians, and carry off their artillery and baggage.

His progrefs was arrefted by a corps intrenched in the

village of Arcola, furrounded with moraffes and canals.

This
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This pofition was maintained during the whole day CHAP.

againft the efforts of almoft the whole French army i

in vain were the expedients which had fucceeded at

Lodi repeated ;
in vain did the generals put them-

felves at the head of the troops ;
in vain did Buona-

parte make repeated harangues, and even lead them

feveral times in perfon to the aflault ;
an incelfant fire

of grape and mufketry drove them back, and five

general officers were killed or wounded. While

Buonaparte was thus fquandering the blood of his

followers, a detached divifion fucceeded (not without

ftrong fufpicion of treachery in the Auftrian officer

who fhould have guarded the pod) in croffing the

Adige lower down ; they made an extenfive circuit,

attacked the village on a weak point during the night,

and made themfelves mailers of it, with five pieces of

cannon and four hundred men.

Alvinzy, advancing with all his forces on 14th
? j/^

the points menaced, promoted the views and 1()th '

of Buonaparte by removing ilill further from Bavid-

ovich ;
the French, on his approach, evacuated the

village of Arcola, and during the two following days

fevere and bloody battles were fought, which terminat-

ed to the difadvantage of the Auflrians, who were

compelled to. retire in diforder to Bonifacio. The

conflict was fo fanguinai y, that fifteen French generals

were killed or wounded, and all had their clothes

pierced with bullets.

R 2 The
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The Auftrians retired to Vincenza, but

the French were too much enfeebled to

purfue them with vigour ;
and general Davidovich

fpeedily deprived them of many advantages of their

late victories, by attacking general Vaubois

on the Upper Adige, and driving him with

great flaughter to Pefchiera. Davidovich had by

thefe means advanced wkhin a few leagues of Mantua,_

when Buonaparte, alarmed at his fuccefs, joined

Vaubois, and attacked him on the heights of

Campara, where Davidovich, being greatly

inferior in force, made little refinance, but retired to

Alia. The expedition for the relief of Mantua was

thus completely fruftrated, as well through the errors

and want of mutual good underftanding in the Au-

ftrian generals, as through the aftonifhing activity and

promptitude of Buonaparte, in attacking each diviflon

feparately, and preventing their junction. The

garrifon was, however, fupplied with forage and pro-

vifions, in confequence of a vigorous and well-directed

fortie made by Wurmfer ; and the remainder of

November and the whole month of December pafled

away without any important conflict.

Buonaparte went, during this interval, to Milan ;

and as general Clarke was at that place on a pacific

miffion, it was erroneoufly fuppofed that a probability

of his fuccefs occafioned the inactivity of the troops ;

but for this event other caufes are affigned. The

feverity
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feverity of the feafon prevented vigorous exertion; CHAP.

both fides expected reinforcements ;
and the French, t_/^ '.

in particular, were in want of fupplies. The once H96*.

fertile and happy country of Lombardy was exhaufted

by repeated requisitions ;
the commhTaries and the

generals were fhamefully enriched by plunder; and the

foldiers, following their example, refembled more a

horde of barbarians than the army of a civilifed

nation. The haughtinefs of Buonaparte offended the

French generals, and a ftrong faction againft him was

headed by Berthier ; but the directory, interpofing

their authority, fuppreffed the public indications of

this fpirit of oppofition. To fupply the immediate

wants and recruit the ranks of his army, Buonaparte

convoked a general afTembly at Milan, demanding
five millions of livres (2i8,75o/.) and a levy of

twenty-five thoufand men ;
and laid proportionate

contributions on Ferrara, Bologna, and Lodi. The

latter city made a fpirited refiitance; but the Corfican

conqueror, declaring it in a flate of fiege, gave it up
to plunder.

While thus exercifing the mofl rapacious tyranny,

Buonaparte, in conformity to the fpirit and inftructions

of the governors of France, made pretended facrifices

to liberty, by encouraging the duchies of Modena,

Ferrara, and Bologna, to form a federal convention,

with all the follies of primary aflemblies, committees

of public fafety and general fecurity, and all the

Jiorrors which attended the fame proceedings in

France 5
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CHAP. France : and thus laid the bafis of anew ftate, called*
XXI

, _,at that time, the Cifpadan Republic.
1796\ The pope, driven to extremities by the infolence of

the French, was making preparations for refiftance,

rather oftentatioufly than really vigorous : he levied

twenty thoufand men, who were well clothed and

provided, but utterly unexperienced in arms ;
and

confided the command to general Colli, who had

formerly led the troops of the king of Sardinia.

Wurmfer had in this period, by frequent forties,

obtained a considerable portion of fupplies ;
and

Buonaparte, becoming fenfible that he could not re-

duce Mantua but by new victories in the field, quitted

Milan, and having by compulfory levies recruited

his forces, in contempt of the laws of nations and

rights of neutrality, feized the Venetian citadel of

Bergamo, without a better pretence to fanftion his

proceeding than a fufpicion of unfriendly difpo-

fitions towards the French government. The
19th Dec. ':, , r . , r ,

Aulmans, at the fame time, made feveral

feints tending to give anxiety refpecling other opera-

tions, while their real aim was only the relief of

Mantua,

Before the end of December, the Auftrian army
was "again reinforced to near fifty thoufand men

; and

general Alvinzy, informed, through the courage and

^ddrefs of colonel Graham, that with every attention to

economy the provifions could not Jaft beyond
the end of January, haftened meafures for

relieving
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relieving the place ; about ten thoufand of his men C M A r,

were before Padua, under Provera, an equal number

were at BaiTano, and Alvinzy had upwards of twenty-

five thoufand in the Tyrol, while the French, with all

their reinforcements, did not muftermore than

forty thoufand. According to a preconcerted

plan, Provera attacked and defeated the republicans,

taking the v oils of Cafella, Meclara, and San Salvaro,

and obliging them to .retire to Bevilaqua, and fubfe-

quently to Porto Legnano, where Augereau, with ten

thoufand men, defended the Lower Adige. Similar

fuccefTes on the enfuing day brought Provera to the

banks of the Adige, where he muft force a paiTage in

order to reach Mantua.

Buonaparte was, at this period, at Bologna, oc-

cupied in the double tafk of endeavouring to terrify

the pope into an abjecl: fubmiflion, and to extort

from the grand-duke of Tufcany two millions of livres

(87,5007.) as a reward for defending the fort of

Leghorn againft the Englijh*. Informed of

the late events, he haflened firfl to the blockade of

Mantua, and then to Verona, where he found Mafiena

engaged with part of an Auftrian column from

Bafiano, while attacks on all other parts of their line

kept the French in fufpenfe as to the ultimate pro-

of their opponents. The fucceffes of the Au-

* This iniquitous and infulting demand was afterwards made

and complied with.

ftrians
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CHAP, ftrians 6n the right and left wings of his army, in-

* ^ duced Buonaparte tp fend the divifion of

I7(j7 ' Maifenafrom Verona towards Rivoli; and he

went poll himfelfj with all his ftaff, to the fame place,

where he arrived in the middle of the night.

Alvinzy, not expecting that fuch a reinforce-

ment would be obtained, had made arrange-

ments for a general attack ; and although, after the

commencement of his operations, he perceived the

error of his calculation, he felt obliged to perfeyere?

A battle was fought with the moft determined ob-

flinacy, in which the French were for a time vanr

quimed ?
and in danger of being furrounded j

the poft

of Rivoli was taken from them, loft by the Auftrians
?

regained, and again conquered by the French. The

genius and promptitude of Buonaparte were eminently

eonfpicuous in retrieving the day at its moft critical

moments, and his plans were fo well executed, that

the preparations of the Auftrians turned to their own

deftru&ion, their front was routed, and obliged to

retreat in confufion towards Corona
;

while four

thoufand men, who had turned Rivoli, were killed or

captured. The ifTue of this battle ruined all the

meafures taken for penetrating into the duchy o|

Man!ua
?
and relieving its capital. A portion of the

French force left under Joubert purfued the Auftrians

to Corona, and, defeating them without any great

, refiftance, compelled them again to retreat towards

the Tyrol.

To
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To the celerity of his movements Buonaparte had

frequently been indebted for fuccefs j
and after the

battle of Rivoli, he proceeded, without taking repofe,

or allowing any to his troops, to oppofe general

Provera, who had paired the Adige, and was pre-

paring to attack the lines of the blockade of Mantua j

but his rear-guard having been cut off by generals

Guieux and Augereau, he had with him only
r , r . . . l6th.
five thouland men. A joint . operation was

concerted between him and Wurmfer for aflailing the

lines at La Favorite and Montado,but in the previous

night Buonaparte and Maflena arrived with fix

thoufand men, and flrengthened thofe very pofitions,

augmenting the ^vhole blockading army to feventeen

thoufand, while Augereau was expected with an ad-

ditional force. The attempt was made
; but, after an

pbftinate engagement, Provera was obliged to yield

his whole corps prifoners of war, and Wurmfer again

to retire within the walls of the city. Thus terminated

this expedition for relieving Mantua, in which neither

the valour and judgment of Buonaparte nor the

errors of the Auftrian commanders contributed fo

much to their overthrow, as the information which

the leader of the French always obtained of the

intentions of his opponents j information fo precife

and fo true as to place it beyond a doubt that it was not

furnifhed by a common fpy, but by fome one who was

acquainted with all that paifed in the councils of the

generals.

Alvin zy
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CHAP. Alvinzy now thought only of faving the

_^ _,

'

wrecks of his army in the Tyrol ;
but their

1797- retreat was haraffed by the French, who defeated them

at Carpedenolo, took the towns of Torbole, Toveredo,

and Trent, and finally compelled them to take refuge

in the moft impenetrable defiles of the mountains.

The garrifon of Mantua confided originally of]

twenty-four thoufand men ; fix thoufand were dead by
the fword, difeafe, and famine, and an equal number'

in the hofpitals, when the brave veteran Wurmfer,
]

convinced that, after the late difafters, he had nothing

further to hope for, reluctantly and tardily

capitulated. He obtained for his garrifon

terms uncommonly honourable and liberal, and for 1

the inhabitants of the town freedom to exercife their

religion and retain their privileges. This Capitulation I

was the only inftance Buonaparte had given of
aj

mind acceflible to any of the feelings of humanity ;
it

occafioned many to mifcalculate his character, by

fuppofmg that fuccefs and the worth of an humbled

opponent might render him lefs ferocious.

Having thus defeated the views of the Auftrians in

Italy, Buonaparte* refumed his plans of plunder and

difmemberment. After the defeat of Alvinzy and

Provera, he reinforced the troops in the duchies of

Bologna and Ferrara, and difpatched general Victor

thither with orders to penetrate into Romagna; but he v

foon aflumed the command of this expedition himfelf,

and having proclaimed a termination of the anniflice

between
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between his holinefs and the French, and paved the CHAP.

way for further fuccefs by means equally crafty and

treacherous, made himfelf mailer of Imola.

The next day he marched with his new Italian

levies, fupported by French troops, againft Faenza, in

front of wl.ich the papal forces were entrenched, be-

hind the river Senio The attack of the French

was awaited with firmnefs, but it was fuccefsful ; the

opponents of i,uonaparte being repulfed in every

direction, and no other impediment remained to pre-

vent his aflailing Faenza.

On his arrival before the walls of this town, the

inhabitants flew to arms
;
but the gates being forced,

the priefts and monks were aflembled, and Buona-

parte harangued them, and, as he faid, brought them

back to the principles of the GofpeL Relying on the

effect of his fpeech, he difpatched two fuperiors of

religious orders to Ravenna and Cefenna, to prepare

the inhabitants for his reception*.

Advancing into Romagna, the French took the

town of fr orli and that of Cafenna, near which runs

the famous Rubicon, and purfued their march with-

out oppofition. Entering the duchy, Buonaparte
made himfelf matter of Urbino, where he took twelve

hundred prifoners, and a great quantity of cannon

* It was an extraordinary circumftance, that one of- the moft

ftrenuous fupporters of the anti-religious faction ftiould make

choice of two monks for his embafladors.

and
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CHAP. and arms of all forts . Loretto was alfo taken ;

^' _, but the French were difappointedin their hopes

1797 of finding the boafled treafures of the Holy Virgin,

the greater part having been previoufly removed.

On this occafion, Buonaparte again affumed a

momentary femblance of humanity, by iffuing a mild

proclamation in behalf of the banilhed French priefts,

recommending the melioration of their condition ; and

then continued to advance into the territories of the

church, directing his march to Macerata and Foligno,

Rome was filled with confirmation j the principal

inhabitants prepared to quit the city, and his holinefs

himfelf made difpofitions for the fafety of his perfon.

The riches of Rome and Loretto being fent to Terra-

cina, the pope offered to make all the facrifices which

the French commander had exacted
$
and Buonaparte,

feeing the impolicy of penetrating further 9 and thus

affording the Auftrians an opportunity of regaining

their loffes, preferred a treaty, which gave him all the

advantages that he could expect from war.

,
The executive directory entertaining fimilar fenti-

ments of policy, Buonaparte, by their in-
'

ftruction,commenced a negotiation, which was

foon followed by the conclufion of peace. The pope

gave up to the French Avignon, the Comtat, Venaiflin,

the duchies of Bologna and Ferrara, and the legation

of Romagna ; agreed to pay fifteen millions of livres

(656,2507.) befides the twenty-one millions ftipulated

in the armiflice, of which five millions only had been

paid 5
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paid; the French were to retain pofleulon of the CHAP.
"VV T

citadel of Ancona till peace fhould be eflablifhed on L _

*

_,
the continent, and likewife of the provinces of 1797.

Macerata, Umbria, Perugio, and Camerino, till the

whole thirty-fix millions fhould be paid. They alfo

confirmed the articles which ftipulated the gift of the

fiatues, pictures, and precious manufcripts.

Thus was the pope, who had never declared war

againfl the French, and who had only taken up arms

for the purpofe of felf-defence, obliged to purchafe the

prefervation of the throne of St. Peter, at the expencc
of nearly one third of the dominions of the church,

and a larger fum than the amount of his revenues for

a year. Having effected this purpofe, Buonaparte

employed himfelf in laying aifo under contribution

the grand-duke of Tufcany and the republic of Venice.

Thus the French made this campaign at the expence
of the neutral powers, who, for the fake of neutrality,

which was conflantly violated, made greater facrifices

than it would have cod them to repel invafion or de-

fend the frontiers of Itajy.

In the courfe of tiie preceding narrative, the ac-

counts of killed, wounded, and prifoners, have not

been conftantly given; becaufe thofe which are derived'

from the authority of French reports are almoft

invariably falfe. Buonaparte proved himfelf fo great

a proficient in the fchool of Barrere, that his dif-

patches collectively afferted that he had taken* killed*

or wounded, forty-five thoufand men more than his-

opponents-
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CHAP, opponents ever pofleffed in Italy. The fact feems to

be, that during this tremendous conflict, the Auftrians

loft feventy-five thoufand men, the republicans fixty

thoufand
;

a dreadful proof of the barbarous in-

difference with which the latter facrificed lives to pro-

cure victories, when their fucceffes were attended with

fo heavy a lofs*

The advantages obtained by the French in this

quarter are fummed up in thefe terms. Piedmont in-

vaded,andthe kingof Sardina forced to an ignominious

peace ; Lombardy conquered ; both banks of the Po

republicanifed ;
the king of Naples detached from

the coalition ;
the pope deprived of nearly one third

of his dominions
;

all the north of Italy a prey to the

miferies of war, and to political cenvulfions
; that

country, but lately fo rich and flourifhing, robbed of

its wealth and fplendor ; and a hundred millions

of livres (4 3375 3ooo/.) extorted from the different

countries under pretext of purchafing peace, ranfom,

or neutrality *.

While fuch was the progrefs of the war on the con-

tinent of Europe, that which Great Britain main-

tained againfl France and her allies, in the iflands and

fettlements and on the ocean, did not prefent fo many
caufes for triumph, though it was not altogether

difaftrous to the republicans. The rapid fuccefs and

unprincipled violation of
territory in Italy contributed

* From Hiftory of the Campaign of 1 796, &c. vol. I. part ii.

'.*.* > *
^

tO
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to the reftoration of Corfica to France. The fickle- CHAP.
XXI

nefs and injuftice of the Corficans had given the
'

titmoft uneafmefs to fir Gilbert Elliot, the Britifh

viceroy ;
and the frequent complaints and extravagant

expectations of the people had occafioned much un-

pleafant correfpondence from the moment the ifland

was annexed to the Britifh crown: but when the

Corfican Buonaparte Avas acquiring fuch fplendid

|

honours in Italy, his countrymen could no longer

refrain from an anxious wifh to mare his fame,, by

allying themfelves to the caufe which he defended.

A numerous and active party was formed againfl

the Englifh, and, as they conflantly maintained a

private intercom fe with the French, they obtained

arms, advice, and fupplies of every kind ; the taxes

impofed by the Britifh government were withheld,

and their ftores plundered ;
Paoli was obliged again

to feek refuge in London, and the Englifh were fafe

from furprife and afTaflination only in garrifon towns*

To prevent the furnifhing of fupplies to the Englifh,

and facilitate the diftribution of affiflance to the

Corficans, was one motive for the feizure of

Leghorn. The Englifh, having a complete

naval fuperiority in the Mediterranean, feized Porto

Ferrajo, in the ifland ofElba
;
but it proved neither in

fituation nor refources adequate to the advantages of

which the republicans had deprived them. The in-

furgents in Corfica received daily afliftance

from the French, and after exhaufling every

practicable
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CHAP, practicable endeavour to retain pofTeflion of theiflancl*

a

'

__the troops of Great Britain were obliged to evacuate

1796. it, and the French immediately re-entered into pof*

feffion *.

In 1795 a fquadron, under admiral Richery, failed

from Toulon on a fecret expedition ;
and after

capturing part of a convoy in the Mediterranean, ha

the good fortune to return in fafety to port : but

general the naval afcendancy of Great Britain was

honourably maintained during that and the enfuing

year in many glorious encounters, which rendered

illuflrious the admirals and feamen of the country

but which are not enumerated, as they did not vifibly

affect the courfe of continental affairs. The names

of Warren, Pellew, Hotham, Colpoys, Bridport,

Murray, Cornwallis, Trollope, and fir Sydney Smith,

will remain for ever celebrated for the zeal, judg-

ment, valpur, and enterprifing fpirit, they difplayed on

every occafion. The laft of thefe officers, after

achieving a great variety of-honourable and
19th April. . ._

daring exploits, was taken prifoner in an at-

tempt to cut out fome vefiels from the harbour oi

Havre ^de Grace. The French government, with

characteriftic injuftice and inhumanity, conducted him

a prifoner to Paris, and lodged him in the Temple
under a ftrong guard*

*
Defadoards, vol. VII. p. 76, et feq, and the other hiflories ;

aijd Rofe's Naval Hiftory of the War, chap, vi*

''"
In
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In the Weft Indies the progrefs of the year 1795 CHAP.
\T "V T

was fuccefsful to the French, not in confequence of

their fuperiority in arms, fo much as the revolutionary 1?<

art of exciting infurredions among the flaves in the

Britilh colonies, and fupporting them by detachments

of French foldiers
;
the Englifh were by thefe means

divefted of St. Lucie, St. Vincents, and part of

Grenada, and the Maroons of Jamaica were incited to

infurre&ion. St. Euftatia, which had been taken

from the Dutch, was recaptured ; fort Tiburon in St.

Domingo yielded after a brave refiftance, to three

armed veflels
;
and the French were unfuccefsful only

in an attempt on Dominica. The infurrections were

attended with uniform horrors and depredations, and,

contrary to the experience of former wars, the conteft

in this was to be maintained not for the mere pofTeflion,

but for the very exiftence, of the colonies.

To meet this exigency, the Britifh miniftry

prepared a powerful and well-appointed

armament under admiral fir Hugh Chriftian, and

placed on board a refpectable land force commanded

by fir Ralph Abercromby. A tempeftuous winter

and fome unforefeen accidents prevented the failing

of this fquadron till fpring, and its operations were

brilliant and fuccefsful. St. Lucie was re-

Pptured

after a vigorous refiftance; St.

incents yielded with lefs difficulty ; and

e rebellion in Grenada was crufhed,

ough not without great lofs of lives, the brigands

VOL. n. s havjng



258 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAP, having murdered all the white people in their power,

then retired to the woods, where they were exter-

minated by rifle-men.

April and Holland too,which had declared war againft

June. Great Britain, fufFered as an ally ofFrance in

this quarter of the globe. Demarara, Berbice, and

Efiequibo, with a vaft quantity of produce, were con-

quered by a naval force under captain Parr, and a

military detachment under major-general
19thSept. ,. _ . , . _ _.

J
. ,

Whyte. On the other hand, Richery, who

had again failed on a fecret expedition, and been for

feveral months blocked up in Cadiz, fuddenly ap-

peared with feven fail of the line off Newfoundland,

and, after committing fome unimportant a&s of de-

ftruction, and paltry depredations, returned to France,

proud of his inglorious achievement. The progrefs

of Britifh exertion was, however, checked by the

prevalence of-a diforder dreadfully mortal, called the

yellow fever : Guadaloupe dill remained in the hands

of the republicans, and fome advantages gained in St.

Domingo did not make amends for the multitudes

fwept away by this contagious malady.

Not in the Weft Indies alone did Holland pay the

forfeiture of her treachery towards Great Britain
;

in

the Eaft her moft valuable pofleffions were wrefted

from her. In 1795, Ceylon and Cochin yielded to the

JJnglifli force, and the Cape of Good Hope, that im-

portant middle flation between Europe and India, was

alfo captured. In the enfuing year, Batavia and

Amboyna,
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Amboyna, and the reft of the Molucca Ifles, fell into CHAP.

the power of England ;
and the Dutch were foiled in,

a rafh and ill-conducted enterprife for the recovery of

the Cape, of Good Hope *.

While England was thus profecuting the war with

vigour, her minifters endeavoured to negotiate a treaty

with the republic, though their own judgment and the

avowed temper of the French nation did not permit

them to hope for fuccefs. The embaffador employed
on this important affair was lord Malmfbury, a noble-

man whofe long fervices in the diplomatic line, whofe

knowledge, experience, and integrity, infpired the

utmoft confidence that the interefts of his country or

the claims of her allies would not be facrificed by him

through ignorance or inattention. After

j-r ir IT 27th Sept.much previous diicuilion, a pallport was

furnimed for him to vifit Paris. It is not neceffary to

ftate the progrefs of a negotiation of which the un-

favourable termination could not but be anticipated :

lord Malmfbury required a general peace, attended

with a ceflion of territories conquered from the allies

ofEngland, offering in return an unreferved reflitution

of all conquefts made by his country, provided it

could be effected without injury to the general

* It is generally believed, that the French for a very valuable

confideration offered to furnifh a force to affift the Dutch in this

enterprife j but that, having received the money, they refufed to

fulfil their engagement. From Rofe's Naval Hitfory, where alfo

the fafts in the narrative are found.

s 2 balance
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k balance ofpowers. The French government

anfwered by ordering him to quit their

territories, and publifhed an angry manifefto in vindi-

cation of their proceeding *.

Au. to Much more difcufiion was employed in en-

Decemb.
deavouring to appreciate the juftice of lord

Malmfbury's proportions than could be beflowed on

the probable termination of his miflion. France had,

in fa&, no difpofition to make peace with Great

Britain. She had ftirred up Spain to a declaration

of war, and hoped by the union of their joint forces

with thofe of Holland to overwhelm the Britifh navy.

She had befides been fomenting difcontents -in Ireland ;

and, by means of a defperate and turbulent faction,

called United Irifhmen, hoped to fucceed in
2lft Dec. *.

an invanon 7. For this object a fecret ex-

pedition was equipped from Bred
j and, after keeping

the Britifh flest for fome time in fufpenfe, one divifion,

confifling of eight fhips with two decks and nine of

different clafles, anchored in Bantry Bay.

Hoche was on board one of the frigates ;
but

fo ill was the whole fquadron equipped, and fo little

attention had been paid to the neceflary regulations,

that the fhips had failed fingly, and he was feparated

from the main body of the fleet, and no intelligence

of him could be obtained.

* See proceedings In parliament, and State Papers,

f See the confeti-oh of Arthur O'Connor.

As
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As the inhabitants of the country near which CHAP.

the fquadron had anchored, made every

effort to oppofe a landing, the French com-

mander did not attempt it j
but after remaining four

days, again fet fail, and returned to Breft, having
loft by tempeft and capture feven mips. In a few

days they were joined by Hoche, who had the good
fortune to efcape from the purfuit of lord Bridport,

and arrived at Breft after a month of continual

tempeft *.

* See Gazettes -

y Hiftqries j Vie de Hoche, vol. I. p. 303.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIL

Dtflrefs of Government-^MeJJTage of the Direftory*

Schemes for raifing Cajh ineffectual Deteclion of a

Royall/I Con/piracy The Parties ordered to be tried by

a military Commiflionrand condemned to Imprifon-

ment Injujtice of the Direftory View of the Cam-

faign Tyranny)0ppre/fion, and Cruelty^ ofthe French

in the Dominions ofthe Pope andother Countries State

pf the French and Aiiftrian Armies^-The Archduke

Charles commands the Imperialijis Views of the

Generals Pojition of the Armies- Commencement of

Hojiilities Succefs of Majfena in the Countries of

Feltre and Belluna Pqffage of the Tagliamento

Capture of Gradiflta Proceedings in the Tyrol-
Eagles of Lavisy Tramen and Clauzen New Plan

of the Archduke Battle of Tarvis His Anxiety-
Ardent Loyalty of the People of the Hereditary States

Further advance and difficulties of Buonaparte

Efforts of a Peace Faftion in the Cabinet of Vienna

Buonaparte's Letter and Proclamation His Progrefs

in Carinthia, Styria, and Jftria An Armiftice agreed

onTranfqElions in the Tyrol till the Period of the

Truce The People rife
en Maffe to reinforce the Au-

Jirian Armyrr-*who, after federal Succeffes, drive the

French
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French into the Citadel of Verona Infurreftion againft

the French Their Treachery in exciting revolutionary

Commotions in the States of Venice Treaty of Leoben

Campaign on the Rhine Pofition and Force of the

Armies Hoche
crojjes

the Rhine at Neuwied Carries

the Intrenchments of the AuftriansCroJJes the Lahn

Invefts EhrenbreitfleinCroJ/esthe Nidda and is

nearlyMafter ofFrankfort when informed ofthe Treaty

of Leoben Moreau crojfes
the Rhine near Strajburgh

Conteft for the Village of Dierjheim Further Suc-

cejfes of the French They take Fort Kehl and other

Places when their Progrtfs isftopped by Intelligence of

the Treaty ofLeoben.

IN making overtures for a general peace, and CHAP.

yet impeding the conclufion of that defirable event, vJ^^V,
the directory could not expect to render their fway 1796.

popular, as the value of their conquefts was much

doubted, and the public, impelled by reflection,

and preffed by neceffity, were extremely anxious for

repofe. The ftate of the finances continued to be a

fource of continual debates, and fchemes of fraud and

impoflure were daily prefented for fupplying the

treafury with money, although the government was

diverted of credit. This domeftic penury, while a

victorious army was plundering the moft wealthy

dates of Europe, mould convince the people of all

countries, that economy, public faith, general in-

duftry, and rigid juftice, can alone preferve them

from
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CHAP, from diflrefs, and that, without thefe qualities, the
*XXIF

.^Jlj entire treafures of a fubjugated world would be feized

17P6. ia vain; individuals might be fhamefully enriched,

but the community mufl continue poor, opprefied,

and hopelefs.

Meflages for fupply produced only debates

in the councils, in which the improvidence

and ignorance of government were copioufly expofed,

and the directory were at laft obliged to folicit at-

tention by an affecting, though not overcharged,

picture of public calamity.
" All parts of the public

fervice," they faid,
" are in extreme diftrefs

; the pay

of the troops is in arrear, and the defenders of the

country given up to the horrors of nakednefs. Their

courage is enervated by their grievous wants, and

their difgufl occafions defertion. The hofpitals are

without furniture, fire, or drugs ;
and the charitable

inftitutions, fimilarly unprovided, repel the approach

of that indigence and infirmity which they ought to

folace. The (late creditors and contractors, who

contributed to fupply the wants of the armies, can

only obtain, by their utmoft exertions, fmall parcels

of the fums which-were due to them
; and the example

of their diftrefs keeps back others who could perform
the fame fervices with more exactnefs and fmaller

profit.
The high roads are broken up, and com-

munication interrupted ; the falaries of the public

functionaries are unpaid, and throughout the republic

we fee judges and adminiflrators reduced to the

horrible
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horrible alternative of dragging on a miferable CHAP.
"V "V i T

exiftence, or difgracefully felling themfelves to every
~

intrigue. Malevolence is univerfally bufy ;
in many

places aifaflination is reduced to a fyftem, and the

police, without activity or force, become deftitute of

pecuniary means, is unable to terminate diforders."

As a remedy for thefe inconveniences, the directory

propofed, firft, a compulfory advance in money, or

bills of exchange payable in money, from all

purchafers of national domains
; a project which only

increafed their embarraffments, by giving reafon to

expect a new circulation of paper with no better

guaranty than the credit of individuals. The minifter

of finance was next authorifed to convoke an aflembly

of merchants from all the considerable trading towns

f the republic to meet at Paris. Some attended,

hers refufed to obey the fummons, but all con-

ed in rejecting four feveral plans which were

ffered for the eftablilhment of a national bank,

though inforced by all the perfuafions which power

and eloquence could lend to the minifters Benezech

and Ramel. The merchants anfwered by a plain

enumeration of facts :
u All government paper," they

faid,
" has been difcredited ;

and every fcheme for

giving circulation to fuch a fymbol in France has been

difgraced by an unprincipled feizure of the property

which was to realife its value. The effects of anarchy

weigh down the fpirit ofcommerce
;
we trade only on

the ruins of our former wealth, capital is fpent or

buried,
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CHAP, buried, manufadhires are {hut up, correfpondence is

i__^_Lj annihilated, a continual flu&uation in government
1790. checks the fpirit of enterprife, and the beft combined

fpeculations fail, becaufe between the period of pro-

jecting and that of perfecting them, a total change

takes place in the laws relating to their operation.
5 *

The merchants were fuffered to depart from Paris.

While thus the dire&ory failed in all their attempts

to reftore public credit, they were more fuccefsful in

alarming the people with reports of a royaliil con-

fpiracy, and they contrived to obtain fuch proofs as

led to the conviclion of the individuals accufed. A
few rafh men, thinking the re-eftablilhment of the

ancient government could be effected by a coup-de-

main, attempted to gain over to their interefl Malo,

I797
who commanded the twenty-firfl regiment of

soth Jan. dragoons; but he, having apprifed Carnot

of the affair, and appointed an interview with the

principal confpirators, caufed other perfons to be

fecreted, who overheard the whole converfation, and,

at a proper moment, an armed band rufhed in, and

took them all into cuftody. The names of the parties

arrefled appeared, by the civic cards with which they

were provided, to be Brothier, Dunan, and Berthelot

de la Villeheurnois ; another perfon named Poly was

alfo taken at his houfe, for attempting to feduce

Ramel, commander of the legiflative body-guard.
The particulars of their incoherent plan were

/5th Feb. . .. .

r
r .. f_

laid before the councils, together with a pro*

pofition
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>fidon from the directory, that, as part of their CHAF.

ime confided in levying troops, they mould be tried t_ V

by a military commifTion. Pafloret reafoned, with

equal eloquence and juftice, againft this iniquitous

quibble, which fubflituted an incident arifing out of

the meditated crime, for a main crime, while the law

cxprefsly provided that no offence mould be deemed

military, unlefs committed by an individual forming

part of the army ;
but his arguments were vain, and

the trial of the prifoners, according to the forms re-

commended by the directors, was decreed.

The proceeding of the military commiflioners was

conformable to the injuftice of their eflablimment ;

the culprits at firft objected to the jurifdiction, but

their plea was overruled by a letter from the minifler

juflice, who, in the true ftyle of a founder of the

rolutionary tribunal, treated their objections with

rcaftic mockery, and exhorted the members of the

>mmiflion to firmnefs and difpatch. The culprits

ifed to anfwer interrogatories before fuch a court,

id petitioned the council of five hundred for a refpite

their appeal to the tribunal of annulments mould

decided. Their requeft was referred to a com-

littee, whofe report occafioned animated debates

dch laded feveral days : the tribunal

jmed difpofed to maintain the caufe of the

>pellants, when their proceedings were flopped by

arbitrary mandate of the directory, The prifoners

re again brought before the illegal commiflion, and

acknowledged

21ftMar.
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CHAP, acknowledged their adherence to the royal caufe,
XXII

^ *_,but proved their abhorrence of bloodfhed, and the

1797. pains they had taken to avoid fuch extremities : the

pleadings were continued during many days,
8th April.

J

and, at length, the committee pronounced

the four principal prifoners above mentioned guilty of

raifmg troops, but acquitted eighteen others who had

been implicated in the fame crime. Sentence of death

was pronounced on them, but, in purfuance of a law,

commuted as follows
;
Brothier and Dunan (whofe

real name was Duverne de Prefle) to ten years' folitary

imprifonment ; Lavilleheurnois was condemned to

one, and Poly to five, years' fimilar feclufion. The

directory, however, difiatisfied with this decifion of a

court illegally formed by themfelves, referved the

prifoners for a new trial before another tribunal,

alleging that the military commiffion could only pro-

ceed on the charge of levying foldiers, but the con-

fpiracy was yet to be decided on.

Such violences in a government neither vigorous

nor popular, could not fail of producing ftrong efforts

of oppofition ; but before a narrative of thefe can be

given, it is neceflary to recite the progrefs of the

campaign.

Peace having been concluded between the
eb.

5_
pope and the French government, Buona-

parte, in conformity to the inftru&ions of the di-

re&ory, prepared to invade Germany, and fent back

upon the Po, either in carriages or by forced marches,

all
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is troops from the flates of the church, except CHAP.

five thoufand men, left in Romagna, under generals

Victor and Rufca. The violence and extortion of

thefe generals, and their activity in fpreading revolu-

tionary principles, excited infurreclions in the march

of Ancona, the duchy of Urbino, Romagna, and the

furrounding countries, fome of which were directed

againft French oppreffion, and fome againfl the papal

government. His holinefs had not the power of fup-

prefliag thefe commotions
;
but the French, making

no diflinftion between thofe who fubmitted to, and

thofe who refilled, their yoke, gave up the towns of

Macerata, Jefi, Ricanata, Porto di Fermo, and Grotto

di Mare, to pillage, and fhot a great number of their

inhabitants. They aifo, in defiance of public right

and decency, again took pofleflion of Leghorn, and

under pretence of fearing infurreclions, to which

their tyranny and extortion gave continual provoca-

tion, flationed troops in Genoa, the territory of

Modena, and Lombardy.
The army of Buonaparte was augmented by a

detachment from the Rhine under Bernadotte, and

by Polifh a;id Italian volunteers, to ninety thoufand

effective men. The pofieffion of Mantua and the

caftle of Milan, the democratic inclinations manifefled

by part of the Venetian flates, and a treaty recently

concluded with the king of Sardinia, who from an

opponent had become an ally of the French republic,

I

their army free to purfue whatever operations its

commander
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CHAP, commander might dictate. The Auflrian troops
1CXTF

did not exceed thirty-eight thoufand, though fome

additional force was expected to accrue from the

levies making throughout the Imperial dominions ;

but raw recruits could not be fuppofed capable of

oppofmg with fuccefs the victorious veterans of the

French army, nor could the fmall force remaining

from the wreck of live armies, fuccefli vely formed and

diflipated in the plains of Italy and the mountains of

the Tyrol, aided by a few battalions from the Upper

.Rhine, prefent a fufficient front to encounter the re-

publicans. This refidue of a force which had ex-

haufted the population of the hereditary ftates, had

not the requifite ftrength, confidence, fpirit, or

fyftem : not one of the regiments was complete,

fome, indeed, had no more than a few companies ,

the flower of the cavalry had been loft in Mantua j

the battalions reckoned more recruits than able

foldiers ; thole had never feen fervice ;
thefe had

always been beaten ; the courage of the former

was not animated by the hope of victory, that of the

latter was totally deprefled by continual misfortunes j

and what was ftill more dutrefling, the generals and

the officers fbared the defpondency of the privates,

and added complaints and cavils, the too common

confequence of bad fortune.

The only fource of hope which the Auflrian army
could entertain, was the prefence of the archduke

Charles, who, immediately afier the furrender of

Kehl,
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hl % haftened to attempt the defperate talk of CHAP.

limating a defeated and enfeebled band. The lofs

)f Mantua, and other circumftances, had rendered all

projects of an offenfive war hopelefs ;
and the only

practicable plan of campaign feemed to be that of

fhutting the entrance of Germany againft the French,

by maintaining the pofition already occupied. The

French having exhaufted the countries they had over-

run, the directory looked to new conquefls as the

means of new contributions ; they wifhed to confoli-

ite the Cifalpine, and create new republics, to ob-

lin among the people a permanent and beneficial

ifluence, and for that purpofe to carry the war into

rermany. Buonaparte embraced all the fenriments

>f the directory, and fuperadded an unbounded thirft

conqueftj together with that fpirit of perfonal

rivalry which the fair character, military talents, and

Rowing patriotifm, of the archduke, could not fail to

*
It is obferved, and not without appearance of juftice, that

archduke committed a great military error by perfevering in

reduAion of Kehl. " The obftinacy," fays Carnot, with

lich I perfifted in defending Kehl, arofe, in fact, from my wifti to

jtain prince Charles on the banks of the Rhine, by working upon

lis felf-love, and thus to prevent him from marching into Italy.

3rince Charles committed that grand error ; and, in lieu of

mdoning Kehl (where nothing could be done during the winter

account of the fnows that prevented the French from penetrating

rain into Suabia), and flying to relieve Mantua, he perfifted in his

^termination to take this fort, and was too late to relieve that city."

Carnot's anfwer to Bailleul, p. 9, Englifli tranflation.

infpire
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CHAP, infpire in the bread of a man whom fortune and

e^
XII

J_J courage alone had elevated into notice, while honour,

1797. good faith, and humanity, difavowed almoft all mY
actions. The archduke was generally complimented

as the Camillus, while Buonaparte was defcribed as

the Attila of the age.

The Imperial troops were cantoned in the Trentino,

the Tyrol, the country of Feltre, and the Trevifano :

their right was fupported by the mountains of Bormio,

and the country of the Grifons ; their centre occu-

pying the fpace between the Adige and the Piave,

and guarding with their left, the left bank of that

river, from Feltre to the fea j their 'line paffing by

Cles, Salurn, Cavalefe, Predazzo, Prioniere, Feltre,

and following the courfe of the Piave. In
"

the beginning of February the archduke

caufed the main body to retire behind the Taglia

mento, and take cantonments in the Friuly and in

Carinthia, leaving three corps to guard the line
5 one

under Lyptay of eleven thoufand, another of abou

feven thoufand commanded by Lufignan, and a thirc

under Hohenzollern of about five thoufand men
The line of the French was in front of the Auftrians

extending from the mountains of Bormio to the fea

and divided into three principal corps ; the firil o

twenty thoufand men commanded by Joubert, the

centre by Maffena, and the third by fiuonaparte

amounting together to fixty thoufand ilrong.

The pofition of the armies rendered it neceffary

for
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for the French, in profecution of their plan,
CHAP.

lOthMarch. XXII.
to at:ack all the Auftnan points, and to < v

>

fucceed in all their attacks. Buonaparte, confidering

promptitude no lefs neceffary than vigour, commenced

the campaign, having animated his foldiers by a

bombaftic proclamation, recapitulating all the ro-

mances he had previoufly written to the directory,

vaunting all liis former atrocities, and inviting his

people to revolutionife the hereditary dates of the

emperor. His firft object was to feparate the armies

of the Tyrol and Friuly ; for which purpofe he

directed his centre, and part of the right wing, againft

the main body of the Imperialifls, which defended

the counties of Feltre and Belluna. On the approach
of Maflena towards Feltre, the advanced pofts of the

Auftrians fell back from Cordevola on Belluna, while

generals Serrurier and Guyeux pufhed, with

little oppofition, to Conegliano, and diflodged

the Auftrians from Sadie. Maflena continued his

march to Belluna, which was evacuated by Lufignan,
who ported himfelf behind the town to cover the valley

of Cadore. With lefs than two* thoufand men, he

refolutely defended himfelf againft ten thoufand, and

laintained hjs poft for thirteen hours
; when he was

furrounded, and having loft the greateft part of his

>ps, exhaufted his ammunition, and failed in an

ittempt to force his way with the bayonet, compelled
to furrender *.

Buonaparte,

HQ was font prifoner to Paris, where, in confequence of

grgundlefs accufations by Buonaparte, he was treated with equal
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CHAP. Buonaparte, having thus gained pofleflion of

J^ '_j Belluna, and the country between the Lavis

1797- and the Piave, marched with three divifions

of his army to the Tagliamenuo, which he crofied with-

out lofs, though not without oppofition. The infantry

was vigoroufly attacked by 'the Auftrian cavalry >
but

on the advance of the French cavalry, greatly

fuperior, the archduke retreated, and being

joined by the troops from Friuly, continued retiring

for feveral days till he reached Vico, behind the

Venetian fortrefs of Palma Nuova. Although the

archduke facrificed fome territory by thefe retrograde

movements, Hill he was augmenting his forces, and

diminifhing thole of his opponents; as the French

army advanced their refources became difficult and

precarious, while thofe of the Auftrians were more

eafy and fecure. On the approach of the

French, the archduke evacuated Palma Nuova,

and retired to Goritia, while Serrurier and Bernadotte

endeavoured to take Gradiika by ftorm
;
but being

repulfed with great lofs, Bernadotte threatened to put

the whole garrifon to the fword, unlefs the com-

manding officer capitulated in ten minutes : the

menace produced the defired effect, and 'the garrifon

were made prifoners of war. The right of the French

having forded the Izonzo, near Coflegliano, while

"harftmefs and confined with fir Sydney Smith. The charges of

againft him were difproved before two commiflions, one inftituted

in France, the other in Italy,.

their
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their left, under Maffena, advanced to Ponteba, the CHAP.
XXII

archduke fell back to Vippach. t ^_lt
While Buonaparte thus finiflied the conqueft of 1797.

Friuly, and drove the Impcrialifts into the hereditary

dates, Joubert, whom he left in the country of Trent

and in the Tyrol, began to affift in the plan of

invafion. The French troops which occu-

pied the banks of the Adige as far as Lavis,

attacked the Auftrians under generals Kerpen and

Loudon, who, being far inferior in number, were

defeated with great lofs. While retreating

along the right bank of the Adige, Loudon

was again attacked near Tramen, and, although he

bravely difputed the ground, again defeated with the

lofs of two or three hundred prifoners, and prevented

from joining Kerpen and the main body of the army at

Botzen. Kerpen, finding that Joubert was gaining

his flanks, retired from Botzen to Clauzen,
24th.

whence, after a long and obltmate encounter,

he was obliged to retreat beyond Brixen, and fubfe-

quently to take a pofition near Sterzingen, the laft

and flrongefl in the Tyrol on the fide of Italy.

The army of the archduke being entirely feparated

from that of Kerpen, Buonaparte rapidly advanced

into the hereditary ftates, penetrating into Germany

by a road which had not been trod by the French

fince the days of Charlemagne. The Auftrians having

evacuated Goritia after the republicans had paffed

the Izonzo, Buonaparte marched to that town, while

T 2 his
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CHAP, his right proceeded towards Trieile ;
and on his left

^.Lj generals Guyeux and Maflena advanced, the one from

1797. Cividale to Chiavoretto, and the other to Auftrian

Ponteba, otherwife called PontafFel. Maflena was

ordered to gain the two pafles leading from Friuly

into Carinthia acrofs the Alps, to turn the right of

the archduke, and prevent his receiving reinforce-

ments from the Rhine
;
and even to advance before

him on the road leading from Clagenfurt to Vienna.

The Auftrian prince, however, anticipating this

delign, formed the bold plan of turning the left of the

French, and attacking them in the flank. He ac-

cordingly united his left and centre, and went poft to

Tarvis and Villach, towards which place he ordered a

column of his centre to haften by forced marches,

and to be joined by feveral battalions and fquadrons

from the Rhine. The fuccefs of this bold and

judicious plan was fruflrated by the precipitation or

treachery of general Ocikay, who, abandoning th&

defile of PontafFel, enabled the French to poflefs

themfelves of Tarvis, which commanded the road by
which two columns under generals Gontreuil and

Bayalich, the artillery of referve and baggage, were

expefled to arrive* In order to re-open this im-

-

portant communication,; the archduke direcled Gon-

treuil and Bayalich to attack the French at Tarvis.

Gontreuil drove them from the village of Safnitz,

which gave time for the artillery of referve to

arrive > but was afterwards obliged to abandon

this
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this pofition, after having defended himfelf during CHAP.

the greateft part of the day with lefs than three
^..^_1>

thoufand men againft upwards often thoufand : it is

even thought that he would have maintained his poft,

but Maflena received reinforcements, while thofe ex-

pected under Bayalich and Ocfkay did not appear.

The archduke arrived during the conflict, and

expofed himfelf to the greateft dangers, animating

the foldiers by his example ; count Wratiflaw was

wounded, as was Gontreuil himfelf*. In confe-

quence of Ocikey's having abandoned the defile of

Pontaffel, the column which was proceeding to join

Gontreuil got entangled in the mountains between

the divifions of Maflena and Guyeux, who had already

forced the poft of the Auftrian Chiufa, or Pletz, and

were nearly all made prifoners.

Having thus failed in preventing the French from

penetrating into the hereditary ftates, prince Charles

thought of making them repent the invafion
j
but the

great refponfibility to which he was fubjecled rendered

the utmoft caution neceflary. An anctent and mighty

monarchy, with his own brother at its head
;

all the

power and glory which, for nearly four centuries, ha<J

* This meritorious and unfortunate officer retired to Vienna to

be cured of his wounds
;
but fpeaking too ftrong truths refpe6ling

the condul of other perfons who had not difcharged their duty

with the fame zeal and fidelity as himfelf, he raifed fuch an hoft of

enemies, that he funk under the diftrefs in which they involved him,

and terminated his days by fuicide.

marked
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CHAP, marked his illuftrious houfe; might be annihilated by

,one error, or even one misfortune. He could not

therefore rifk an engagement till he had fuch adf

vantages, both in numbers and pofition, as would

render fuccefs nearly certain, and leave his operations

as little expofed as poilible to the contingencies of

ordinary warfare. The cabinet of Vienna had not

been remifs in providing for this emergency : detach-

ments, comprifing all the force which could be fpare'd

from the Rhine, had joined the archduke, or were

judicioufly pofted in the archbifliopric of Saltzburg,

for the purpofe of reinforcing Kerpen in the Tyrol,

or advancing upon Buonaparte's left. The warlike

people of Auftria, Hungary, and Bohemia, took up

arms at the call of the emperor ; they were forme4

into regiments, and determined to defend to the laft

extremity the caufe of their fovereign and religion.

The inhabitants of Vienna alfo offered their fervices

to defend the town, the fortifications of which were

repairing ; troops were employed in entrenbhing the

mountains which feparate Auftria from Styria; a

camp was formed in front of the capital at Neuftadt,

which was occupied by a referve of fifty thoufand

men, principally Hungarians, and commanded a

defile through which pailes the road to Vienna
; and

all the troops which could be fpared from the

garrifons and frontiers were marching to join the

archduke.

The Auftrian prince divided his army into three

corps,
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corps, one of which, under general Seckendorf, occu- CHA?.

pied the road to Laybach, and defended Carniola and
(w___s

'

the valley of the Save
;
the centre, commanded by 1797-

Mercantin, protected the valley of the Drave and

Clagenfurth ; and the third, under the prince de Reufs

and general Kaim, was to defend Styria, and check

the progrefs of the left wing of the French upon the

road to St. Veit, and in the valley of the Muehr. In

the mean time part of Buonaparte's right wing feized

Triefte, his centre advanced upon the Save, and his

left to Villach upon the Drave, where it was rein-

forced by the divifions under Guyeux and Serrurier.

This corps, confiding of thirty thoufand men led by

Mafiena, after obtaining a flight advantage

over the Auftrian rear-guard, took pofleffion

of^Clagenfurth ;
while general Seckendorf evacuated

Laybach, which was occupied by Bernadotte.

Although Buonaparte's fuccefs feemed to render

his further progrefs eafy, yet he forefaw the difficulties

and dangers which muft attend his army if he ftill

advanced into the hereditary flates. Till this period

it had been poflible for him to draw the greateft part

of the {lores necefiary for his army out of the depots

and magazines he had formed in the dates of Venice ;

his communications had not yet required flrong de-

tachments, his army had not been eflentially dimi-

nifhed by the battles it had fought, and the troops

oppofed to him were not yet capable of making an

effective refiftance. But in a few marches more, his

fituation'
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CHAP, fituation would become very different : his advancing
"WTT

'_j
would render the communication with Italy pie-

1797- carious, and the arrival of provifions woiild become

more and more flow and uncertain. To fecure this

fervice and that of the hofpitals, he mufl leave a

certain number of men behind. It would be hardly

poflible to form magazines in a country by no means

fertile^ the productions of which had been already

confumed and carried off by the Au (Irian s. The

French would be entangled in the midft of a difficult

and mountainous country, inhabited by a hardy race,

not lefs accuflomed to loyalty towards their fovereign

than to the profefiion of arms. At every ftep the

relative proportion of ftrength and refources would

change in a twofold ratio in favour of the Auflrians.

Already was Buonaparte's left threatened by a body
of fifteen thoufand men, potted in the archbifliopric

of Saltzburgj while the inhabitants of the Tyrol were

rifing en mqffe. Three French divifions had failed

in an attempt to penetrate beyond Brixen
;
and mould

reinforcements enable generals Kerpen and Loudon

to drive back thefe divifions as far as the Mantuan

and the Veronefe, the remotenefs of the French army

might encourage the Venetian people and government
to make common caufe with the Tyrolians ;

and thus,

while the French army was advancing in Carinthia

and Styria, its communication with Mantua might
be cut off, and all the paries by which it ha.d pene-

trated into Germany clofed on its rear.

Thefe
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Thefe confiderations were not new nor unforefeen ;
CHAP.
XXII

but the expedition and the early opening of the cam~ L

"

'^

paign feem to have been produced by the hope of 1797.

terrifying the cabinet ofVienna inio the acceptance of

fuch terms of peace as the directory might dictate.

A party in that cabinet had, during the whole war,

clamoured for peace, and clogged the more wife and

decifive meafures of their opponents ;
and this cabal,

in the intrigues of which women bore a confiderablc

fhare, was, unconfcioufly perhaps, ferving the views

of the directory, and relied on by them as their mofl

effectual allies. Before the opening of the campaign,

attempts had been made to open a negotiation for

fuch a peace as would enable France to purfue new

fchemes of revolution and pillage, but were fruftrated

by the fpirit and firmnefs of the emperor. On his

arrival at Clagenfurth, Buonaparte perceived that the

moment was come when imminent danger mud, if

ever, appal the court of Vienna, and oblige them to

yield to terms
;
and having learnt, by fecret inter-

courfe, that the pacific cabal was gaining ground, he

difpatched a letter to the archduke, couched in terms

ofhypocrify as to his own fentiments* and infult as

* As a fpecimen of Buonaparte's talents in this ftyle, the fol-

lowing paragraph is extracted from his letter.
" As for me,

general, if the overture which I have the honour to make to you can

fa<ve the life of a Jingle man, I Jfjall pride myfelf more upon the civic

crown that my conjcience will tell me I thus Jhall have defewed,

than upon tic melancholy glory which arifesfrom militaryfuccef* /
'

to
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1ft April.

CHAF. to the conducl of Great Britain, containing pacific

t

* J

\ overtures. The Auflrian prince having declined

*W-
negotiating becaufe he had no power from the

emperor for that purpofe, Buonaparte, ftill purfuing

the project of encouraging the cabal who were de-l

firous of peace, and abating the ardour of the

people in defence of their fovereign, addrefied

a proclamation to the inhabitants of Carinthia, inviting

them to amity, promifmg to protect their
religion)

and property, and calumniating the Englifh ;
but

widely differing from the ftyle of his addrefs to hi;

own troops at the beginning of the campaign, when]
he promifed to revolutionife the hereditary ftates.

Having iflued this paper, Buonaparte marched!

from Clagenfurth to St. Veit, refolving, if poflible, tcl

attack the archduke while yet inferior to him
in|

numbers, and prevent the junction of a body of troop*

soth .from Suabia. The Imperial general, having

March, concentrated his right and centre, marche<

to Freifach, but abandoned it on the aj

proach of the French though his r<

guard defended it with great bravery, and on th<

enfuing day, with equal valour and more fu<

cefs, the defile leading from Freifach t<

Neumarkt, which was ineffectually affailed by M;

fena. The archduke maintained thefe contefts chiefl

to gain time for general Spork to join him with reii

forcements from Saltzburg ; and having fecured tl

defired communication, retired in the night to Hunt

marki
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mark*, flill purfued by Buonaparte, ^ho, vainly CKAP.
"V "V T T

hoping to bring on a general engagement, fought
feveral partial fkirmilhes, in which both armies were

equal fufferers
; while the archduke

retiredjfucceflively
to Judenburg, Knittefeld, and Vorderemberg, Buona-

parte, occupying all the places abandoned by the Im-

perialifts, became mailer of Carinthia, and entered

into Stvria, while his right wing advanced through

Carniola upon the two banks of the Save^ covered by
a fmall detachment which kept pace with it in Iflria.

On Buonaparte's arrival at Judenbourg, he was

met by generals Bellegarde and Meerfeldt 3
who had

full powers to treat for a fufpenfion ofarms, or

even for a peace ; and, after a conference and

fome official correfpondence, an armiftice was con-

eluded for fix days, by which the French were put in

pofleflion of a confiderable trad of ground ; their

centre extending to Bruck, their right wing between

Fiume and Triefte, and their left to Lieritz,

As the terms of this truce included the armies of

the Tyrol, it becomes neceflary to relate their opera-

tions during the retreat of the archduke. General

Kerpen ftill retained the ftrong poft of Sterzingen,

while Loudon had retired to Merari
;
but although

the Auflrians poflefTed fome local advantages, the

inferiority of their forces rendered the occupation of

thefe important pods extremely precarious. Thefe

difficulties were, however, removed by the courage

and zeal of the Tyroleans j twenty thoufand of whom,
at
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CHAP, at the indication of count Lehfbach, rofe en mafle,
XXII

t__^__L>and ranged themfelves under the fiandards of Loudon

and Kerper*. Joubert had united his forces between

Brixen and Botzen to maintain a communication with

Buonaparte, and fecure himfelf from the attack of the

Auftrians ftationed in the archbifhopric of Saltzburg,

in which cife his retreat would have been endangered

by London's corps and the Tyrolean volunteers.

While thefe confiderations detained the French at

Brixen and upon the Adige, general Loudon,
'

at the head of fifteen thoufand men, chiefly

armed peafants, attacked their outpofts between

Meran and Botzen, and, having gained fome

ground, renewed the aflault on the enfuing

day, and compelled them to evacuate Botzen.

Having, by this fuccefs, infpired the Tyroleans with

confidence, Loudon advanced part of his

troops to Deutchenoffen and Branzol, and,

bringing the remainder on the rear of the French,

drove them from Claufen and Steben, while Kerpen

expelled them from Brixen, with confiderable lofs

both of men and magazines. Having retreated along

the valleys of the Adige and Pufter to Lientz, the

French were joined by a corps of cavalry fent by

Buonaparte to guard the valley of the Drave, and to

eftablilh a communication between the armies of the

* Their enthufiafm was fo great, that old men, and even women

: nd children, demanded arms.

Tyrol
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Tyrol and Carinthia. Kerpen, howpver, fixed his CHAP.

head-quarters at Prunecken, and piined his

advanced pofts as far asLientz; whilJjoubert

took pofitions calculated to join his corps with the

main body.

While the French were thus driven from the

German Tyrol, general Loudon raited an-

other divifiori near Lavis, driving fcem fuc-

ceilively upon Trente, Roveredo, Tprbola,
and Riva,

on the lake of Garda, and compeljing them to feek

fafety in the citadel of Verona.

This refuge was neceffary, not morely to flicker the

French from the purfuit of Loudoij, and the rage of
K

the Tyroleans ; they had equal dangers to apprehend

'from the inhabitants of the
'

Vercnefe, who were

>exafperated by fome recent tranfactibns. The plunder

and fubjeftion of the various flates of Italy, the

-abafement of the king of Sardinia and the grand-duke
: of Tufcany, the extortion pra&ifed on the pope, and

the perfidious intrigues maintained in Naples for the

purpofe of exciting a revolution, were parts of the

fame project, tending at once to gratify the rage for

plunder and diforganifation which characterifed the

French government, and force the -emperor to a dif-

advantageous and difhonourable peace. But the

meafure of ill faith was not full while Venice yet

retained her ancient government republican, but not

democratic ; ancient, wife, and fantioned by expe-

rience ; and rendering the people happy, rich, and

faithful.
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CHAP, faithful. In >ain had this government fhunned all

w
X
^

II '

J appearance of partiality towards the Auftrians ; in

17.97- vain had it fubnitted to the extortion of the French,

by fupplying loms to the amount of thirty millions

of livres (i^i^oo/.) without a hope of their being

repaid, and lavihed large fums in bribes to obtain the

good-will of Bronaparte, Salicetti the commiflioner,

and the greater part of the generals ;
the directory

faw in Venice i country which might be converted

into a democra<y and united to the Cifalpine re-

public, or afford means of concluding a peace by

being offered tc the emperor as a compenfation for

the Low-countries and the Milanefe; and they re-

folved, as they could not find in the conduct of the

fenate a pretext for open hoflility, to gain the country

by initiating the inhabitants in the arts of revolution.

They began by difleminating principles of democracy,

exciting a contempt of authority, fkreening infurgents

from punimment, and thus forming in every clafs

parties of malcontents and of revolutionary
KHhMarch. .

'

r , r r
traitors. In confequence or thele meafures,

the pretended patriots of Bergamo aflumed the tri-

coloured cockade, obliged the inhabitants to follow

their example, difarmed and difmifled the troops, de-

pofed the magiftracy and fubftituted a municipality,

and put themfelves under the protection of France.

The other inhabitants of the Bergamefe, as well as

thofe of the Brefcian and part of the Veronefe, were

obliged to follow this example j and thus the republic

of
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of Venice was in an inilant deprived of its moft CHAP.

valuable pofleflions on Terra Firma. The French,

had likewife gained over to their party fome indigent

members of privileged families, and a fmall number

of citizens who mewed a defign of annihilating the

ariflocracy and changing the conftitution of the date.

The fenate protefted againfl the independence of the

revolted provinces, and endeavoured to maintain peace

in the capital, and preferve the eftablifhed govern-

ment : a motion made in the legiflature to change it for

a mixture of ariflocracy and democracy was rejected

by a majority of three hundred and ninety-one againft

five. The greater part of the fubje&s of Terra Firma

alfo preferred the ancient fyftem to the new order of

things, which they had been induced to adopt through

fear of the French, and manifefted their preference by
fome bloody fcenes which occurred towards the end

of March in feveral parts, particularly at Brefcia,

between the patriots and the faithful inhabitants, fup-

ported by the Venetian troops.

Such was the fituation of thefe dates when
April.

Loudon drove back the French into that

territory. The Venetians, not expecting the approach

of peace, but hoping that the Auftrian general would

make further progrefs, took up arms, and murdered

the patriots and fome of the French. Such were the

fads which were afterwards made ufe of as a pretext

for the conqueft of Venice,and the annihilation

of that republic ;
and fuch the fituation of

affairs,
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CHAP, affairs, when a preliminary treaty was figned between

t

XXU. the emperor and the French republic, at the town of

1/97. Leoben.

Before the confequences of this treaty can be de-

tailed, it is neceflar.y to recite the progrefs of the cam-

paign on the Rhine. After the capture of fore Kehl

and Huningen, the French were driven from the

rigl it bank of the river, which again feparated the

armies of the Auftrians and Moreau. The feverity

of the feafon, and the great detachments fent by both

parties into Italy, prevented the commencement of

the campaign till a late period : the void in the French

army was filled up by troops from Holland, the Low-

countries, and La Vendee, who had moft of them

ferved during the war
; the Auftrians alfo received a

reinforcement of recruits or young foldiers from

Bohemia and Upper Auftria, but greatly inferior both

in numbers and quality to thofe it had fent away.

The Auftrian army confifted of a hundred thoufand

men, bordering the Rhine from Baile to the Sieg,

including the garrifons of Philipfburgj Manheim,

Mentz, and Ehrenbreitftein, the fort of the Khine

before Manheim, and forne pofls on the Seltz and

Nahe in front of Mentz. Lieutenant-general Latour,

commanding on the Upper Rhine, was oppofed by
Moreau ; and lieutenant-general Werneck, on the

Lower, by Hoche, who had aflumed the command
inftead of Beurnonville,

The French generals had
collectively under their

orders
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brders about a hundred and fifty
thoufand men, who CHAP.

lined thebanks of the Rhine, and guarded the fortrefles

from Huningen to Landau ; garrifoned the ftrong

holds of the Sare and Mofelle, occupied a part of the

Palatinate, the whole duchy of Deux Fonts, and

nearly all the Hundfriick : they had alfo pofis upon
the Nahe, and from the mouth of that river edged the

left bank of the Rhine as far as Cologne, and the

right bank from that town to Dufleldorf. This

pofition was much better than that of the Auftrians

either for attack or defence, which, with the fuperiority

of their numbers, gave the French a great advantage

bver their opponents.

The directory had witnefled with regret the ex-

pulfion of their armies from Germany, and anxioufly

awaited the conquefl of the hereditary dominions, by
which they hoped to deprive the emperor of part of

his dignity and revenues, to enrich themfelves at the

expence of the petty princes, and extort from that

vaft and rich country thofe fupplies for the fupport of

their army which could not be afforded them at

home. Anxious to realife thefe hopes, they ordered

Hoche and Moreau to commence offenfive operations

as foon as poflible.

Hoche croffed the Rhine at Neuwied,

where he had a tete de pont, with his ad-

vanced guard, and drew up on the plain in front, aud

within reach of the cannon of the Auftrians, who werfc

pofted between the villages of Hetterfdorf and

VOL, ii. u Bendorf.
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CHAP. Bendorf. They were flrongly entrenched, and de-

', fended by good redoubts, but had only fix thoufand

1797. men to oppofe thirty-five tho'ufand ;
Werneck being

in the mountains between Altenkirchen and Hachen-

burg with the main body of the army. General Kray,

confulting his courage rather than his force, com-

menced the combat by a brifk cannonade *, which

was vigoroufly returned by the flying artillery of the

French,who, as foon as their whole bodyhad pafledthe

river, refolutely aiTailed the intrenchments, and, after

an obftinate refiflance, forced the two villages, when

their cavalry completed the victory. Hoche purfueM

the Auftrians, fome to Montabauer and fome to

Dierdorf j where, having obtained reinforcements, they

made a fland, but were driven from both. Mean-

while Hoche's left, coniiiling of twenty-five thoufand

men, under Championnet, marched in two .divifions

upon Ueherath and Altenkirchen. The Auflrian

corps, though too fmall to make effectual refinance,

warmly difputed the ground, but were compelled to

abandon it.

Thefe fuccefies, and the vafl fuperiority of numbers

on *

the fide of the French, precluded all hopes that

*
Kray, apprifed of the armiftice concluded at Judemburg, the

^th of April, requefted a fimilar fufpenfion of hoftilities, to fave the

effufion of blood j
but Hoche, lefs correctly informed, or probably

!efs humanely difpofed, rejected the propofal, unlefs the fortrefs of

Ehrenbreitftein and the whole cowfe of the .I^ahn were put in his

poffeflion : thefe extravagant terms were of courfe refufed.

Werneck^
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20th.

Werneck Could maintain his pofition in front of the CHAP.
XXII

Lahn, or even prevent them from pafling it*

A part of his left wing was obliged to retire

beyond that river, while the centre and right endea-

voured to flop the progrefs of the Freiich between

the Sieg and the Upper Lahn
;
but they, rapidly ad^

vancing on all fides, pafled the river at Limburg,

pufhed forward their advanced pofts, and in-

vefted the fortrefs of Ehrenbreitftein. On the

fame day their right wing and part of the centre

crofled at Weilburg and NaflaUj while the Auftriari

troops retired towards Mentz, Koenigftein, and

Frankfort* General Werneck, having united the

greateft part of his force, had taken a flrong pofitiori

at Kleinnifter ;
but being too weak to hazard a battle,

retired to Weftlaer and Gieffen, and after

fome fldrmimes, in which his rear-guard was

engaged, repaired the Nidda for the prote&ioii gf

Frankfort. During the retreat, the French cavalry

-purfued two fquadrons of Auftrian hu{Tars fb clofely,

that they had nearly entered the town of Frankfort

with them ; but fifty men firing mod opportunely

from the ramparts, difconcerted them, and gave time

for railing the drawbridge. When the vanguard of

the French army appeared, Hoche was informed that

a meffenger from Buonaparte was in the town, with

difpatches announcing the fignatufe of the prelimi-

naries of peace, which fuddenly, and to the great

regret of the French, terminated hoftilities. Hoche,

, xj i enraged

22d.
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CHAP,
enraged at the lofs of plunder, infifled that, as his

. y_> troops had appeared before Frankfort, that town
'9'' fhould be given up, and was with difficulty prevailed

upon to abandon his ridiculous claim.

Moreau was not lefs fuccefsful, although he had

more difficulties to encounter. On quitting
.19th. . .

his cantonments, he marched towards the

Rhine; he had no bridge, and onlyone fet of pontoons,

and therefore attempted to pafs the river by furprife

near Strafburg, but failing in this effort, began to

force the paflage with fifteen thoufand men, divided

into three bodies, under generals Jordis, d'Avouft,

and Duhem. They were vigoroufly refifted
j
but

when, by perfeverance, they had patted over a fufficient

force, they attacked, and, after one repulfe, made

therafelves matters of the village of Dierfheim, and

continually augmented their numbers, when the Au-

ftrians attacked the village of Dierfheim, and had

'almoft driven them from it : the republicans, how-

ever, feeing that the hope of victory or retreat de-

pended on their retaining this pofition, brought up
'all their force, and a mofl obftinate and bloody battle

ehfued. Victory was for fome time on the fide of the

'"Auftrians, till the French, by means of reinforce-

*ments from the oppofite bank, acquired a great

fuperiorky of numbers, and obtained 'pofleflion of

the village, as well as that of Hanau. Night flopped

'the effufion of blood
j
and in that interval the French

eftablHhed a- bridge of boats, brought over artillery,

ammunition,



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 2

ammunition, and frefh troops, and before morning CHAP.

were
fufficiently ilrong to defy their antagonifts. <__

The Auflrians, having been reinforced during the 1797*

fame period to eighteen thoufand men, commenced a

terrible cannonade on Dieriheim and Hanau, dif-

mounted the batteries, and made a vigorous attack, but

were repulfed by the fuperior numbers which the

French derived from continual reinforcements : the

day terminated with a tremendous combat between

the cavalry, in which the Auflrians were defeated.

Moreau, having been joined by the remainder of his

army from the oppofite bank, divided it into three

columns
; his centre marched towards the villages of

Lintz and Hobin, his right towards the Kintzing, and

his left to the Renchen, to which places the Auflrians

had retired, who, fatigued and weakened as they

were, could not refifl frefh and numerous troops.

The French, therefore, eafily obtained pofieffion of

the caufeway which leads from Kehl to StolhofFen,

and overran the plain, where their cavalry completed

the defeat of the Auflrians, and put them entirely to

the rout, taking four thoufand prifoners, befides part

of their artillery.

On the fame day, the French, without firing a mot,

obtained polTeflion of fort Kehl, which, but a few

months before, had maintained fo gallant a defence,

and which the Auflrians purchafed at the expence of

fo much blood and treafure. The fortifications

being imperfectly repaired, the commander dreaded

the
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CHAP, the confequences of an alFault, and delivered up the

_ ^
'

jfort and garrifon. The French advanced .in all

1797.
directions, and had already obtained poflerfion of

Stolhofen, Freydenftadt, Haflech, and Ettenheim,

when their progrefs was (lopped by intelligence of this

preliminaries figned at Leoben,

CHAK
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CHAP. TXIII.

\

State of the Executive Directory Approach of Ele&ions

Law againft Emigrants Electors obliged topromife

Hatred of Royalty and Anarchy Mods of drawing

Lots for vacating a Seat in the Diredory Elections to

the Councils Pichegru Prefident of the Five Hundred

Barthelemy chofen Member of the Directory View

ofAffairs at the Tfme ofjtgning the Treaty ofLeoben

Diffatisfaclion. of the contracling Parties Projecl of

Buonaparte for revolutionifmg and conquering Venice

He declares War againjl that Republic Seizes the

Territory Confter'nation ofthe Senators who abdicate

their Rights of Government Indignation of the People

Arrival of the French their Cruelty and in-

fatiable Rapacity The French excite an Infurreclion at

Genoa Spirited Rejiftance of the People Approach of

the French Army DqftardlyRefignation cfGovernment

Genoa changed into the Ligurian Republic and

plundered Lucca undergoes a fimilar Fate Revolu-

tionary Preparations in other Parts of Italy fufpended

Effefts ofthefe Tranfactions in France Formation of

Oppojition Debates on the Colonies on Finance on

ReligiousWorJhip SecJofTheophilanthropi/ls Debates

on Emigrants from the Low-Countries The State of

Lyons
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Lyons Several merciful Laws rejected by the Council

of Ancients Cruelty of the Directory towards feme

Jhipwrecked Emigrants- Debates on the Conduct of

Government towards neutral Nations Divifion of the

Directory State of Parties Publication again/I the
.

Council ofFive Hundred Encouraged by the Directory

Troops approach Paris- Debates on that Subject-^

Hoche collects an Army at Rheims to act again/I the.

Legiflature Proceedings and Addrejfes of the Army.

of Italy Meffage of the Directory Reports on it in

both Councils Lareveilliere fucceeds Carnot as fre-

Jrdent of the Directory His Conduct Feeblenefs of

Qppofition Preparations of the Directory Their

Sitting on the $d of September Carnot efcapes

Barthelemy is arrefad The Halls of the Legiflature

furrounded with Troops Several Members arrejled

Conduct ofRamelHe is. arrejled Meeting of the

Two Councils at the Odeon and the Medical College

Proclamations Other Perfons arrejled -Report of.

Boulay de la Meurthe Numerous Deportations decreed

New Laws Savage Triumph of the Directory :

Two new Members appointed*

CHAP. *^' IN the midft of thefe external fucceflfes, the
XIII.

Jnterj0r pfFrance, though not fo forcibly convulfed,

was little lefs agitated than at the moil alarming

periods of the revolution. The directory poffeffed

neither the confidence nor the refpe.cl: of the people ;

their councils were divided by feparate views, and by
mutual
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puitual diftruft and contempt -,
while the dread of new CH AB.

"Y^T TIT

revolutions, and the immediate terror of military ^ ^ _^

force, alone appeared to prevent fome violent explo- 1797.

fion, The diredprs, fully fenfible of the dangers to

which they were expofed, faw with alarm the ap-

proach of the period when, by the new conftuution,

the people mufl meet in primary aflemblies, to choofe

anew a third part of the reprefentatives, and when

pne of the five mould quit his fituation by lot.

As a meafure of fecurity on this occafton,
25th Feb.

the directors, by a decree, prohibited all

perfons infcribed on the lift of emigrants from exer-

cifmg any political rights. This at of

tyranny was publilhed, as its contrivers

hoped, top late for repeal ;
but Dumolard, in de-

nouncing it to the council of five hundred, demon-

{bated that the directory had tranfgrerTed the bounds

of their authority ; fuch, however, was the prejudice

againft emigrants, that he could only obtain an ex-

ception from the general terms of the decree in favour

of thofe whofe names had been provisionally

erafed from the lift of profcription. A new

effort to prevent the fo.vereign people from enjoying

too great a fhare of authority was made by the

directory in a meflage to the council of five hundred ;

wherein, after fpeaking myfterioufly of confpirators.,

whofe hopes were not yet annihilated, they infinuated

the propriety of denying to all who had refufed, or

ihould refufe, to take the oath of hatred tp royalty,

the
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CHAP, the right of voting : confidering the people, oil

"XXIU

t___^I)that occafion, as public functionaries. The oppo*

1797- fition party reprobated this attempt to introduce a

new topic of difcord, and denied the fophiflical

aiTertionj that a man voting for a reprefentative

was a public functionary ; they agreed, however, that

each elector mould promife, but notfwear, attachment

to the republic and fidelity to the conftitution, and

engage to defend them, with all his power, againft the

attacks of royalty and anarchy. The council of

ancients, after a tumultuous difcuffion, acceded to the

propofed law.

After feveral debates on the manner in which lots

mould be drawn to create vacancies in the directory,

a mode was adopted which was faid to give abundant

means for regulating the decifion by contrivance rather

. than chance, and the final event was even announced

a day before it took place, by Poultier, a deputy, in a

newfpaper called L?Ami des Loix. The five

directors being aflembled, two vafes were

prepared, with ten hollow balls, five of which being

opened, a ticket was inclofed in each, numbered from

one to five, and all thefe papers having been read by all

the directors, were again fhut up in the balls and

thrown into pne of the vafes. Five other tickets

were then prepared, four of which were infcribed

uMembre du direftoire RESTANT ;" the other "Membre

du diredoire SORTANT :" thefe were inclofed in the

remaining five balls, and thrown into the other vafe.

Each
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Each director then drew from the firft vafe, in order C FT A p.

XXIII
of feniority, a ball, containing "a ticket which was to \ v 1,

decide the order in which he fhould draw from the

other vafe. Lareveillere drew N. i, Carnot 2,

Barras 3, Letourneur 4, and Rewbel 5, and from

the other vafe, the ticket bearing the word fortant was

found in the ball produced by Letourneur *. The

froces
verbal of this decifion was read in the councils,

and recorded with little oppofition ;
and after a fpeech

from the prefidents, the fitting clofed, and the

.deputies whofe term was expired gave way to their

fucceffors.

The elections to vacant feats in the council of five

hundred were not fatisfa&ory to government. The

minifter of police had written a circular letter to the

newly-acquired departments, recommending certain

members of the old legiilature to their choice
;
but

had the mortification to find them uniformly
20th,

rejected. Committees of nine, formed to de-

cide on the propriety of the returns, agreed on the

elegibility of moft of the members, but made one

exception highly
honourable to their integrity. The

* Whether this event was produced by defign or accident, it is

highly to be deplored, as Letourneur and Carnot were fincerely dif-

poled to make an equitable peace j and if a new director had been

appointed, pofieffing the fame fentiments, the majority thus ac-

quired in the dire&ory would have prevented many of the crimes

and horrors which marked the adminiftration of the remaining

Iriurjiv irate.

department
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CHAP, department of the Upper Pyrenees having returned

^
xxi as tne^r reprefentative the much-known Bertrand

1797. Barrere, it was obferved that this ex-member of the

convention and committee of public fafety, being

condemned to deportation, had forfeited the rights of

a French citizen, an$ was confequently ineligible j
and

the council unanimoufly declared the election void.

Among the new members were generals Jourdan and

Pichegru ;
the latter of whom was elected prefident* ;

and his name being figned to two refolutions, the

ancients hailed his nomination with expreflions of re-

fpect for his military talents and virtues. They hacl

alfo chofen as prefident, Barbe Marbois.

The 4 council of five hundred propofed a lift, from

which to felect a new member of the di-
24>th.

rectory ;
and Barthelemy, embafiador to the

Swifs cantons, was felected by the council of ancients

with an unufual majority f . The people of Switzer-

land mewed their laft tokens of affection and refpect,

by eicorting him with military honours to the frontier,

where a triumphal arch was erected, infcribed " To

the pacificator of Europe
" On the road he avoided

the honours prepared for him by the people of

France ;
and having reached Paris in a private manner,

* Out of 404 voters, he had 387 in hi? favour. In the pre-

ceding year, the dire&ory offered to depute him .embafiador. to

Sweden, as an honourable exile j but he refufed. He was returned

reprefentative of the department of Jura,

\ Out of 218 votes, he had 138.

was
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was inftalled, received the fraternal embrace CHAP.
i - 11 j /r j 6th June. XXIII.

from his new colleagues, and exprefled, in an < ,

animated fpeech, his earned wifhes for peace ; to 1797.

which Carnot, then prefident of the directory, made

an affectionate reply *.

From the (late of public opinion, and the changes

in the government, confiderable political concuflions

arofe ; but, before the detail of them, it is neceffary to

advert to fome other tranfaclions.

At the period offigning the treaty of Leoben, the

apparent preponderance of France over Germany
was exaggerated by terror or treachery, and thofe cir-

cumftances which were adduced as motives of defpair

to the Imperial cabinet ought to have infpired the

mod fanguine confidence. The brilliant fuccefs of

Buonaparte's career dazzled the eyes of fuperficial

obfervers, who, amid the conftant narratives of

victories, could not perceive that, in a military view,

the whole plan of campaign was rafh, and muft have

proved ruinous, had not political tranfactions which

could not be forefeen refcued Buonaparte from his

impending fate. His great error was that of com-

mencing hoftilities at fo early a period, that the

armies on the Upper and Lower Rhine could not co-

operate ; thus, while he was daily advancing, and

leaving a hoftile country behind, entangling his army
amid defiles and mountains, and rendering retreat

* Hiftories ;
and Hiftoire du Dire-floire Executif.

impracticable,
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CHAP, impracticable, the archduke could be reinforced not

only from the loyal countries in his immediate power,

but even from the armies of the Rhine, which, till the

day of figning the preliminary treaty, had never been

put in motion. Buonaparte's conduct is attributed to

an exceflive love of glory, and an eagernefs to ftand

alone the competitor of the Auftrian prince, and

render his defeat a new title to fame ; but the arch-

duke was not doomed fo to refign his laurels : with the

infignificant force entrufled to his command, and with

reftricled authority, ill feconded by minifters and

fubaltern officers, he had made on all points of an

immenfe line an obflinate refinance ; difputed the

ground flep by ftep, drawn his ralh enemy into de*

files, feparated him from his magazines, harafled him

by his boldnefs, augmented his own force, and dimfr

nifhed that of Buonaparte ;
and thus,- while he oppofed

him formidably in front, furrounded and turned his

flanks, threatened his rear, and left him no re-

fource but a retreat which feemed almofl impoflible.

Such was the fituation of the two armies when the

cabinet of Vienna acceded to the treaty of Leoben,

and took from this illuflrious prince the oppor*

tunity of raifmg his own glory on the ruin of the

invader, and becoming a fecond time the faviour of

Germany.
From the impreflion made by a weak or treacherous

junto, the treaty of Leoben was received in Germany
with no lefs joy than in France

; though on a moderate

calculation
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calculation it could not efcape notice, that while the CHAP.

fubjects of the empire muft expect a great diminution

cf their political importance, and confequently their

future fafety, the republicans mud perceive, in the

conceffions of the emperor, not only a guaranty of

thofe claims, the maintenance of which refted only on

force, but an irremediable dhTolution of that political

confederacy which, in 1792, had occafioned fuch ex-

tenfive and well-founded alarm. The particulars of

this treaty were not publilhed ; though, from the

writings of various authors, it appears to have flipu-

lated the acknowledgment of the limits of France as

defcribed in the conflitution, and alfo the exiflence of

the affiliated republics ;
while the court of Vienna

obtained the integrity of the German empire, and the

reftitution of Mantua, It was foon found, that, how-

ever gratifying the hope of repofe was to their fubjetsy

both governments were highly diflatisfied with the

treaty : the emperor conceiving that his probabilities of

fuccefs entitled him to better terms, and that he could

not have been expected to accept of worfe had his

affairs been really defperate , while the cabinet of the

Luxembourg, involved in fchemes of ambition and

private animofity, detefted the treaty which preferved

the life and augmented the fame of Euonapartey

whom they feared ; gave credit and afcendancy
to the pacific directors, whom they abhorred

-,
and

feemed an impediment to the fyflem of plunder

and
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CHAP, arid revolution on which they depended*. Thus

J^l
1

!, while they ratified this odious compact, they were

1797. determined not to convert it into a permanent
form of pacification ;

but to await the progrefs of

events, for means of unfettling the principles which

it conceded.

When Buonaparte wrote his letter to the archduke*

propofing an accommodation, he was planning the

facrifice of the ancient republic of Venice to thofe

which he had recently founded ; and although he

knew that the emperor would object to feizing by
force on the territory of an ally, he had no doubt-,

after having himfelf incurred the infamy of invading

and conquering it, that he could caufe it to be accepted

as a compenfation for fome ceded territory. When

general Loudon -had forced the fmall French corps

left on the Adige to ihut itfelf up in the caftle of

Verona, the inhabitants of Terra Firma, feeing only

two or three thoufand men of Joubert's divifion

return, and believing the reft exterminated, followed

the example of the Tyrolians, arming themfelves, and

putting to the fword or taking prifoners all the little

* For ibme curious particulars refpeciing the manner in which

this treaty was received and evaded,, lee Carnot'sAnfwer to Bailleul,

paffirn. At p. 74, Englifh tranflation, he obferves,
" ileveliliere was

furious as a tyger j
Rewhell (ighed deeply ; and Ba'rras, unable to

contain his rage, fprang from his feat like a madman, exclaiming

to Carnot : "Yes; it is to you that we are indebted for th^
infamous treaty of Leoben."

French
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French detachments they could meet ; and they forced CHAP.
XXIII

general Ballaud, who commanded at Verona, to feek
'

an afylum in the caflle. In a week forty 14th to

thoufand peafants had taken up arms, and 20th April,

joining general Loudon, compelled Ballaud to requefl

an armiflice of fix days> preparatory to a capitulation;

in which period he hoped for an alteration in the face

of affairs. General Kilmaine, who commanded in

Lombardy, had marched towards the Adige ;
the

French troops encamped in the Bergamefe and the

Brefcian, united with the revolutionaryparty, 12th to

had attacked, pillaged, and burnt, the town 23d April,

of Salo, and directed their courfe towards the fame

poiiit, marking their whole route by traces of bar-

barous vengeance ;
and Kilmaine, having reduced the

whole country on the right bank of the river, pufhed

forward towards Verona.

Meanwhile general Augereau, who commanded

between the Adige and the Piave, alarmed at the

progrefs of the infurre&ion, and malking the na-

tural ferocity of his character, publifhed a mo-

derate and delufive proclamation, propofing amnefty
and oblivion, in terms calculated to fufpend operations

till Buonaparte's army could arrive. This force was

already pafling, by forced marches, through Styria

and Carinthia, feeing, as it advanced, all the Venetian

dates, and leaving in every place garrifons, com-

manders, municipalities, and all the appendages of

VOL. n. x conqueft
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CHAP. conqueft and revolution. Buonaparte had
XXIII. 10th April. ...

,^_j already made a pretext of the infurrethons

in the Brefcian and Bergamefe, which took place in

March, to write to the fenate of Venice a haughty and

threatening letter ;
which produced from them an ex-

culpatory anfwer, a proclamation to their own people,

and a deputation to the leader of the French, which

was received with gloomy indifference, though without

any immediate declaration of future intentions.

But as foon as Buonaparte had affembled a
3d May. _. . _ . . , ,.n

part of his army in the Frmly, he pubhmed at

Palmanuova a declaration of war againft the republic,

.founded on fifteen moft unjufl and fabulous allega-

tions, and in a few days took unrelifted pofleffion of

all their ftates on Terra Firma, fuffering his foldiers to

live at difcretion, and his officers to plunder without

mame or decency ; robbing the nobles not only of

money, wine, clothing, and other articles of im-

mediate neceffity, but even of their carriages and

horfes. Terrified, and incapable of a magnanimous

though hopelefs exertion, the governors con-

voked a fenate extraordinary, which, hoping

to avert the fury of the French, by adopting their

fyftem of revolution, voted, by a majority of feven

hundred and forty to five, that the exifting govern-

ment was burthenfome to the people, unfuited to

times and circumflances, and therefore deprived

themfelves of their functions and authorities, and

invited the French to Venice for the maintenance of

order. The fenate was replaced by a democratk

municipality
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municipality of fixtya compofed of the refufeofall CHAP.

nations and profeffioris, who prefented, as the firft<__^^li

fruits of revolution, proclamations in the name of 1797

liberty and equality ; declaring the facred duty of in-

furreftion, and the fovereignty of the people.

The populace, however, warmly attached to

their ancient government, furioufly tore down the

proclamations, abufed the new-fangled municipality*

and reared the ancient flag of their country in the

middle of the great fquare, mouting their accuftomed

rallying word, Viva San Marco / and compelling all

people to join in the cry. Being joined by a great

number of Sclavonians, they feized the arfenals,

equipped floops with cannon, and made prepara-

tions for defence. The men of property, more

alarmed than ever at a refiftance which threatened

the definition of the city, urged the arrival of the

French, who were received without oppo-

fition
;
for the people, deftitute of leaders or

advifers, feeing the caufe they were defirous to main-

tain abandoned even by thofe for whofe fake it was

to be fupported* relapfed into torpor, and defifted

from exertion* The new municipality mewed, at

firft, fome difpofition towards moderation
;
but when

their power was confirmed, and the doge and fenators .

had buried their claims to diftinclion under the

rneral

term citizen, private vengeance began to be

ercifed, and feveral nobles, a bilhop, and fome

x a priefts,
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CHAP, priefts, were arrefted on futile pretences, and ftiot

^^j under the walls of Verona.

1797. All property, private as well as public, was, iri a

,
,

moft infamous and difgraceful manner, feized by the

generals, officers, and privates of the army, and their

attendant robbers invefted with the names of fifcal,

commifiaries, favans, and philofophers. Their rapa-

cious and definitive fury foon bereft this ancient,

famous, and beautiful city of its treafures, magazines,

monuments of the arts, fcientific and literary curio-

fities, and left it but a fkeleton of its former grandeur.

This the republican general, in bitter mockery, called

the regeneration of Venice
j
and as a reward for his

labours, befides the plunder with which individuals

were fhamefully enriched, claimed from his unrefifting

victims that the Terra Firma and the port of Venice

fhould be occupied by the French till fome definitive

agreement could be made
;
that the fleet and arfenal

fhould be at his difpofal ;
and a contribution of eighty

millions (3,500,0007.) paid. Notfatisfied with thefe

acquifitions, he afterwards demanded a million and a

half of ducats in ready money, maintenance for his

troops till their retreat, the value of three millions

(131,250/0 in naval fupplies, fix mips of the line

completely equipped, forty paintings at the choice of

the French commiflioners, the moft precious manu-

fcripts in the library of St. Mark, and the four famous

Jiorfes and two lions brought from Conftantinople.

When
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When thefe demands were gratified, and public re- CHAP.

quifitions could be urged no further, the plunder of < ^
individuals was again licenfed, and all forts of property

1797.

feized, as avarice or wantonnefs directed the view of

the fpoiler.

While thefe fcenes were tranfatted in Venice, part

of Buonaparte's army took pofleffion o/Friuly and

Dalmatia, Corfou, and feveral other iflands in the

Adriatic. The general was perfectly apprifed of the

repugnance both of the emperor and his own govern-

ment to carry into effect all the ftipulations of rhe

late treaty, and therefore prepared with greater

eagernefs to execute his grand plan of revolutionifmg

all Italy, that he might, in cafe he was again obliged

to advance, be relieved from inquietude with regard

to his rear. Genoa had already been prepared for in-

furreftion ; jacobin clubs were formed
; the ap-

proaching crifis was announced by Salicetti ; and the

French official journal had been inftructed to declare,

that the Genoefe had no constitution, but that an

oligarchy obftinately perfifled in the exercife of

arbitrary power. Speedily after thefe de-
21ftand

nunciations, Faypoult, the French miniiter at 22d May.

Genoa, excited a tumult, in which about feven or

eight hundred French, Genoefe, and Lombard revo-

lutionifts, fmugglers, vagabonds, and malefactors,

cfcaped from prifon or the galleys, declared themfelves

to be the people of Genoa in infurrection againft

oligarchy ;
abolifhed the impoits ; depofed the rna-

giftrates,
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CHAP, giftrates. and chofe new from among themfelves; took
YYTTT

*

pofieflion of the port, the arfenal, and the gates ; and

treated with contempt abjeft propofals fent to them

by government.

Yet this daftardly and treacherous government was

not driven through weaknefs to defpair ;
the real

people of Genoa, the workmen, tradefmen, merchants,

and houfeholders, provoked- at the infolence of the

banditti, demanded arms for the protection of the

ftate, but were refufed. Enraged no lefs at the

pufillanimity of their governors than the infolence of

the factious group who attempted to opprefs them,

the people forced the arfenal ;
and fifteen thoufand

having armed, fallied forth, mouting Viva Maria edll

principe / routed the brigands, and afked no recom-

pence but that of paying their perfonal re-

fpe&s to the doge. On the following day^

thirty thoufond armed peafants came in, completed

the difperfion of the jacobin clubs, and feized their

papers, containing revolutionary proclamations, lifts

of their affociates, of profcription, and of fufpe&ed

perfons.

Buonaparte, informed of thefe events, and

perceiving that no hope remained of obtaining

a revolution by means of the prepared mob, detached

a large portion of his army under generals Rufca and

Sahuguet ; at whofe approach the fenate, by a decree,

authorifed three of its members to co-operate with

Buonaparte in making fuch changes in the conftitution

as
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as would fuit the political fyftem of Italy. In;pur- CHAP.

fuance of thefe authorities, the republic of Genoa was s^^O
changed to the Ligurian republic, with a conftitution

after the French model a directory, councils of

ancients and ofjuniors; and, for the pretended bleffing

thus conferred, Buonaparte rewarded himfelf, as ufual,

by a general requifition, -an enormous contribution,

and the plunder of all property, public as well as

private. The little unobtrufive republic of Lucca

underwent a fimilar revolution, and paid for it the

fame price. Preparations were made for exciting

revolutionary commotions- in Piedmont, Tufcany,

Rome, and Naples ; political ferments were created

in all thefe places, the popular mind poifoned by

incendiary placards, attempts made to feduce the

military, and ridicule and contempt caft on the clergy,

and on religion itfelf
;
but the moment was not yet

arrived for carrying thefe projects into execution, and

the difcuflions on the treaty for peace became daily

more perplexed *,

While Prance was thus depriving other coun-

tries of their eftablifhed governments, their religion,

their laws, their wealth, and their importance, fhe

was far from deriving from thefe fpoliations the

fmalleft internal advantage. The national pride

was gratified by narratives of eafy conqueft, and

expectations of the fplendid plunder of ancient re-

-

*
Hiftoriesj Iliftory of the Campaign of 17965 &c.

pofitories
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CHAP, pofitories of the fine arts
;
but it could not efcape ob-

fervation that thefe acquifitions were of fmall value,

compared with the mafs of wealth arifmg from in-

duftry of which the nation was deprived, by dif-

patching armies to obtain them
;
or that the account

of the means by which they were extorted muft render

them a ftigma, not an honour to the nation, whenever

the clamours of revolutionary triumph mould ceafe,

and the voice of truth and reafon obtain a hearing.

With refpecl: to the formation of new republics on

their own model, the thinking part of the French

nation felt too fincerely the iniquity and contempti-

bility of their government to confider it adapted to

any moral or political ufe, and looked on the dire&ory

and military, who fo anxioufly difleminated it, as

men who, in the gloomy infanity occafioned by fome

venomous contagion, endeavoured to fpread its in-

fluence far and wide, that others may become par-

takers in their agonies.

The diftra&ion of government was at the highefl

pitch : the new elections, by giving feats to fome men

f greater abilities than had before been chofen, and

of chara&ers comparatively unblemifhed, afforded

foundation to a ftrong and popular oppofition, who

cenfured public proceedings with a freedom which

upftart tyranny could ill endure, and a force which

made oppreflion writhe in anguifh and meditate bloody

revenge. One great topic of difcuflion, in which

the oppofition fhewed great ability, and made their

aflaults
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affaults with confiderable fuccefs, was the (late of the CHAP.

colonies. In this review they demonftrated the vice
XX* lL

M

and wickednefs originating in the errors of all parties 1757.

who had held the authorities of government fmce the

revolution, and which the wickednefs, corruption,

and rapacity, of the directory had confiderably aug-

mented. One of their moft blameable meafures was

that of fending agents to fell the property of emigrants,

and whom they were fubfequentiy obliged to recal ;

but not till the colonies, which were not in the pof-

feffion of the Englifh, efpecially St. Domingo, ap-

peared loft for ever to all European authority, by the

complete afcendency of the people of colour.

Finance was, as ufual, a fubjeft of the moil per-

plexing folicitude and acrimonious debate.

n-iu ^ r V 14thJune.
On this topic, Gilbert Defmorheres pre-

fented a long report, calculated to intereft the public

:uriofity, and excite the refentment of government.

ter laying down the obvious principle that no good
rftem could be formed without a combination of

tree effential requifites, forefight, order, and eco-

lomy, he proceeded to mew how deficient the prefent

Iminiftrators were in all thefe particulars : by neg-

lecting to keep proper accounts of expences, and of

the charges affecting the country, they had involved

the public affairs in endlefs confufion
;
the arrears in

different departments amounted to fixhundred millions

of livres (26,250,0007.), and they had taken by anti-

cipation from the future revenue thirty-two millions

(i,4io,ooc/.)i
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CHAP.
(1,410,0007.) ;

their contracts were fraudulent and

improvident, and the ordinary expences of the year

could not be lefs than three hundred and ninety-five

millions (17,28 1,250!.). Having propofed feveral

fpecious, though uncertain, modes of economy for

reducing this fum, and raifmg the fupplies,. he ad-

verted to the extraordinary expences, which the

minifter of finance had eflimated at five hundred and

fifty millions (24,062,5007.), a computation which

the reporter decried as enormous ;
it might furely,

he faid, be diminifhed by a hundred and fifty, or

two hundred millions, if the army of the interior

were properly reduced, and meafures taken to prevent

peculation in the expences, and prodigality in the

diilribution of rations. The remainder of the report

confided of projects of reform, economy, and juftice ;

but the ftatement was too flriking and too true to

leave much, hope of feeing credit revive, nor were the

people deluded into an opinion that they were rich

and fafe by an abufive fpeech which Bailleul made the

next day againfl the reporter. The debates which

enfued afforded confiderable information on the

meafures and conduct of the directory ; it was proved

that they had obtained the difpofal of ninety-feven

millions (4 243 ,75o/. ), befides at lead twenty millions

(975,000'.) received in contributions, under pretence

that they would thus be enabled to make peace.

The army of Italy, far from being an incumbrance,

had fent
fupplies

to the exchequer ; the expence of the

army
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army of the North was almoft entirely defrayed by CHAP.
. XXIII

the Batavian republic ; and thofe of the Sambre and <.__ '*

Meufe, and Rhine and Mofelle, were chiefly fupported
1 797-

in the conquered countries : yet, in the midil of thefe

advantageous circumftances, the rnoft preffing diffi-

culties were experienced, and the directory were ever

complaining of the diftrefs of the treafury, Thefe

clamours arofe from an infamous peculation in the

modes of expenditure, and a thriftlefs difhibution of

the funds intended for payment. The army lift was

faid to contain fifty thoufand men to be paid, clothed,

and accoutred, more than had ever been really en-

rolled ; and the military hofpitals charged for patients

who had never entered their walls, or who had long

been dead :
" and this," faid Dupont de Nemours,

who was flating the fads,
"

is only a corner lifted up
of the curtain which conceals thefe enormities/' On
the thriftlefs expenditure, he obferved, that while

large fums were irTued for the opera, the confervatory

of mufic, the riding-fchool at Verfailles, and lavifhed

on manufactories of arms no longer wanting, and on

buildings of mere ornament, the directory had fent to

the councils an alarming meiTage on the flate of the

hofpitals, affirming, that out of three hundred and

fifty foundlings, three hundred had died for want of

the firft necefTaries *. Thefe debates produced no

* This meflage was examined by the committee of expences ;

who reported, tbat it was conjjderafy exaggfrcited !

good
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CHAP, good effect, except information ; the demands of the
'

"V YTT r

,t r; j directory were often refufed, but no fyftenvfounded

1797. on wife and honeft principles was adopted.

Religion alfo occupied a confpicuous fhare in the

deliberations of the legiflative bodies. The horrors

experienced by catholic priefts during the reign of

terror were exchanged only for a more tranquil,

though not lefs fyftematic, perfecution under the

fyftem of philofophy. None of the laws which

impofed oaths and declarations on profeffors of all

perfuafions, even on thofe whofe tenets did not allow

them to take an oath, were repealed ; but, inftead of

noyades and the guillotine^ the fafhionable penalties oi

feclufion and deportation were applied. As reporter oi

a committee, to which the revifion of the laws re-

fpecting public worfhip and its minifters had been

referred, Camille Jourdan made a moil able

and luminous ftatement of the wrongs and

oppreflions to which an unoffending body of men

had been fubje&ed ; and proved, that, under pretence

of preserving freedom, the different legislatures had

taken from all the adherents of the catholic faith the

efientials requifite to freedom of worihip ; and he

particularly inflanced the laws for preventing 'the ufe

of bells, as precluding the poflibility of convoking the

people in large diftri&s, and depriving- them of one

integral part of that form of worfhip to which the

majority of the nation were attached.

Camille Jourdan's report was affailed, immediately

on
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on its publication, with all the virulence of invective
;

CHAP.
XXIII

and every bafe paflion and every unfounded fear
'

was appealed to, for the formation of a flrong party

againft its principles. The old calumnies were revived

againft the characters of the minifters of religion; and

the people were taught to fear that, by the toleration

propofed for them, they would be enabled to refume

fuch a portion of power as would furnifli means, and

animate the defire, of vengeance. Thefe fentiments,

enforced, as ufual, by farcafm and abufe, did not arife

folely from the defire of maintaining uninterrupted

poffeflion of wealth, or from the general wifh enter-

tained by the atheiflical faction of philofophers to

prevent the eftablifhment of any religious fyftem.

Larevielliere Lepaux, a deformed ftigmatic, who, ac-

cording to the expreffion of Carnot, difbelieved the

exiftence of a God and pafled his life in tormenting

mankind, had enrolled himfelf among thofe who pro-

fefled to be wor(nippers of the Supreme Being, and

benefactors of the human race*. This little wretch,

whofe chief paflion feems to have been hatred, de-

tefted the pope as an avowed head of a numerous

body profeffing the chriftian religion, and was am-

bitious to degrade him by patronifing a rival eflablifh-

ment, called, in the whimfical jargon of revolutionary

philofophers, the feet of Theophilanthropifts ! He
* Anfwer to Bailleul, p. 38, Englilh tranflation.

f French 7btophilantbropes\ a name which the people of Pari c
, by

a pun, according to their fafhion, converted into tout cet filws en

troupes.

invented
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CHAP, invented a kind of koran for the new feet, the reading
XXII I.

Q ^yhjch was endured by the national inftitute, but

. the ever-ready flatteries of that body were withheld

from the deformed offspring of this deformed director,

and the projected code fell into general contempt*

Lareveilliere, rendered additionally four by this

inaufpicious event, perfecuted, with redoubled fury,

every thing connected with religion ; thought only of

exterminating Chriflianity, and regarded as the moft

important of the republican triumphs thofe which

threatened the fee of Rome, or promifed the debafe-

ment or deflruclion of any of thofe monuments which

the fuperftitious adherents of papacy blindly ve-

nerated*.

To the malignant efforts of this man the rancorous

publications of the day were in a great meafure attri-

buted : but the council of five hundred did not defift

from their honourable toil; and Dubruel

moved a refolution for repealing the laws

which inflicted the penalty of deportation or feclufion

on thofe priefls who refufed to take the oaths, and

thofe which fubjected to penalties all who harboured

fuch priefls* The proportion was long and warmly
debated : among the moil confpicuous opponents of

religious toleration was general Jourdan, who main-

tained, contrary to truth; and even to the evidence

of Hoche, that religious fanaticifm had occafioned

* See Carnot, vsbi fupra,

the
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the war in La Vendee** An orator, previoufly un- -CHAP.
V V" TTT

known, named Royer Collard, diftinguifhed himfelfL .. ',

on the other fide
; and, finally, laws were framed, in 1797.

conformity to Dubruel's propofitions. Priefts

n fcta r 15thJuIy.
were exempted from all obligatory forms, ex-

cept a promife of fubmiflion to the government of the

French republic ; but the political convulfion

which almoft immediately enfued prevented

the attainment of any confiderable benefit from thefe

conceflions.

Other debates were maintained on tranfa&ions

arifmg out of the moft violent exceiTes, committed

during the moft tempeftuous period of the revolution.

When' the French took pofleflion of the Low-

countries, their cruelty and oppreffion, or the fear

juftly entertained by the inhabitants, induced many
to

fly from their abodes, and the conquerors feized

all their property. The rapacity and diflrefs of the

government after the fall of Robefpierre long pre-

vented any application for their relief; but,
r j j*r i r 6th June -

at length, a report was prelented diicloiing

the horrors and cruelties committed under the pro-

confulfhip of St. Juft and Le Bas, aided by a fubor-

dinate aflaflin, named Schneider, which had com-

pelled many natives of thofe countries to abandon their

dwellings. Thefe unfortunate perfons were allowed

by the convention to return, but within a very brief

* Hoche more juftly afcribed it to anti-religious fanaticifrn,

period :
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CKA P. period : fome had preferved from the wreck of their

i^*
11

', property a fufficient fum to bribe the republicans to

1797. ferry them acrofs the Rhine to their own homes ;
but

others, delayed by diftance or difficulty, were forbid-

den to pafs ; and even thofe who had returned on

the faith of the decree, were impriionea by com-

mifTioners from the directory, on pretence of not

being included in the terms of the law. A deputy

affirmed that he had- feen great numbers of thefe

unhappy perfons, without relief or fupport, thrown

into gaol in promifcuous heaps, in which were included

old men, women, and children at the breaft. As the

effect of the report tended to favour the emigrants, a

clafs of men at once hated and feared, the debates

were conducted with great warmth
j
and Bailleul^ a

verfatile man of bufmefs, without talent, but abjectly

devoted to government, endeavoured to divert the at-

tention of the council from the fubject, by propofing

a general enquiry into the ftate of the republic. This

attempt was followed by a mefiage from the directory

refpecting the city of Lyons, which they reprefented

as a fcene of excefs and violence, infefted by counter-

revolutionary brigands, who, under the names of

Chauffeurs, and Compagnons de Jefus, were endea-

vouring to overturn the republic.

Camille Jourdan, replete with indignation at thefe

calumnies^ defended with great warmth the caufe of

this city, of which he was a native and reprefentative.

He difplayed the exaggerations of the directory and

their
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their iniquity in making fuck a report, unfupported CHAP.

by official documents. He affirmed that the aflfaflina- i
, j

lions, depicted in fuch glowing colours, might be re-

duced to one Tingle, excufable, though not jufti-

fiable, fact
;

that of a young man ilabbing a member

of the revolutionary tribunal, who had condemned

his father to the fcaffold. He mewed that, the

national guard of the city being difarmed, no effectual

meafures could be taken for preferving tranquillity j

and, after an animated apoftrophe againft thofe who

fought to perfect the deftruction of Lyons,, moved the

order of the day on the meifage. In the courfe of

the debates, general Willot, who was a member of

the council, and had recently pafled through the

calumniated city, depofed, that he found the public

fpirit unexceptionable, though fometimes a fmall

number of foreign incendiaries had fucceeded in

exciting commotions. The meffage was, at lad, re-

ferred to a committee.

Having thus defeated the manoeuvre ofgovernment,
the oppofition proceeded in difcuffing the propofition

for allowing an enlarged period for the return of fup-

pofed emigrants from the Low-countries. They
fent a refolution to that effect to the an-

cients
; but that council refufed to fanction

the meafuie. Similar exertions in favour of the

involuntary fugitives from Avignon, Bedouin, and

Toulon, met with tke fame fate, though recom-

tded to the fuperior council by the eloquence of

VOL. ii. Y To-oncon
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CHAP. Troncon Ducoudray ; and a law for removing the

^^Jj fequeitration from the effects of the parents and

1797-
grandfathers of emigrants was difpofed of hi the fame

manner. Another attempt was made in favour of

fome unhappy men of this perfecuted clafs, who,

having embarked on board an Englilh (hip to fail to

India, were wrecked near Calais, and detained more

than a year in prifon. Thefe fads were indifputably

proved j and as they had never borne arms againft

the republic, both councils agreed in a law for

liberating and fending them to a neutral country ;
but

the directory would not carry it into effect.

Befides thefe domeftic occurrences, the conduct of

the French government towards neutral nations was

loudly cenfured ; the injuflice, rapacity, and violence,

which had irritated the people of America, and the

conduct of Buonaparte towards the republics of

Venice and Genoa, were expofed to great animad-

verfion. The directory, it was faid, had, through

their general, aflumed, in defiance of the conftitution,

the right of making war
; but the fubjects being too

delicate for public decifion, were referred to
23d June. . . ?T

a fpecial committee ; and Buonaparte was

encouraged in his proceedings by a letter from the

directory, mentioning them in terms of high appro-

bation.

Thefe fpirited contefts formed part of a fyflem of

hoftilities, in which it became obvious that the govern-

inent muil either make facrifices to its fafety, or fall.

The
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The directors hated each other: but Barras, Rewbell, CHAP.
'W 1T T

and Lareveilliere, were united by fear
; while Carnot

t ^
and Barthelemy, concurring perhaps in nothing but 1797

a defire of peace, oppofed the bl-ood-thirfty, difor-

ganifing, and tyrannical fpirit of their colleagues.

The oppofition in the council of five hundred, though

generally fuccefsful, was not combined by any com-

mon principle, except hatred and contempt of the

triumvirate ; ability and popular favour were theirs,

but they were infected with the defire of mewing
their rhetoric, and declaimed in the tribune, while

their adverfaries, more expert in the conduct of revo-

lutions, were preparing to derive the utmoft advantage

from their chief refources, the furious jacobins and

the armies. Thus, although the efforts already

recited difplayed the vices of the directory, and fome

motions of minor importance excited ridicule, the

more vigorous, though lefs legal, proceedings of the

triumvirate clearly indicated that they muft ultimately

gain the fuperiority. Reports ofcounter-revolutionary

projects were circulated : and the official

, ., , 20thJulv,

journal, or government gazette, then called

Le Redatteur, iflued a virulent invective againfl the

council of five hundred, implicating them as con-

fpirators. This audacious publication occafioned a

meflage to the directory ; but it was anfwered by a

laconic obfervation, that no exifting law applied to

the cafe.

This bold declaration was not made before the

Y 2 directory
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CHAP,
directory had taken meafures for their own pro-

te&ion : they had almofl entirely changed the

miniftry
*

; and forefeeing that an oppofition, headed

by Pichegru, Willot, and other experienced generals,

would not eafily be conquered, were preparing to

violate the conflitution, by drawing a large military

force round Paris. This intention was not kept

fufficiently fecret to prevent the circulation of re-

ports ; and furmife was changed for certainty

when Aubry, in the name of the committee

of infpeftors of the hall, declared that four regiments

of chaifeurs, with part of the ftaff of the army of the

Sambre and Meufe, were marching for Ferte-Alais, a

village about feven leagues from Paris, while the con-

ftitution limited their approach to twelve leagues. A

meffage to the directory being voted, Carnot, as

prefident of that body, and the minifter at war, de-

clared themfelves totally uninformed. Pichegru pro-

pofed a reorganifation of the national guard ;
and

Henry Lariviere affirmed, not without reafon, that he

perceived fymptoms of a new 31 ft of May: the

* Merlin continued minifter ofjuftice, and Ramel of finances j

Talleyrand Perigord, the celebrated bifliop of Autun, was minifter

for foreign affairs inftead of Charles Delacroix ; and for domeftic

affairs, Francois de Neufchateau was fubiiituted for Beneicch.

Pleville-le-Peley minifter of the marine, and Cochon minifter of

general police, were removed
5
and their fituations given, to Truguet

and Lenoir Laroche : Petiet, minifter at "war, was alfo difplaced j

and his office, after being refufed by general Hoche, was conferred

n general Scherer.

dircftpry,
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directory, he added, were divided among themfelves, CHAP.

two members having protefted againft the late change<_^ ^
of minifters. 1797.

During thefe debates, the directory fent a meffage,

figned by Carnot, as prefideru, accounting for the

movement of the troops which had occasioned fo much

uneafmefs, as part of their progrefs towards a diftant

place, and obferving that the apparent violation of the

confutation had taken place merely through the

inadvertence of a commiflary. Such a mallow

apology, inftead of appeafmg, inflamed the difcontent

of the council : in the evening fitting, Barbe Marbois

declared that a confiderable quantity of cannon, am-

munition, mufkets, and other warlike flores,
22d

were palfing through St. Denis ; and on the

following day it was announced, that two regiments

of infantry, and a demi-brigade of cavalry, had arrived

at Etampes. The directory took no care to tran-

quillife the fufpicions to which thefe acts gave birth,

but treated the council with haughty indifference.

To a mefiage requiring information refpe&ing the

ftate of Paris and the departments, they evafively

anfwered, that the mafs of
people in the capital were

calm, and that a knowledge of the ftate of the depart*

ments could only be derived from the perufal of

voluminous documents, which the minifter had not

yet had time to arrange. Another meflage was

anfwered in a quibbling ftyle, calculated to juftjfy the

approach of troops, by citing
different authorities,

proving
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CHAP, proving that Ferte-Alais was twelve leagues from
XXTTT
^ \ Paris ; and the directory at length furnilhed the

1797. council with a (late of the army, which was referred to

a committee.

If the difcovery of their projects was calculated to

alarm the confpirating majority of the directory, the

feeble conduct of their opponents reftored their

courage. Inftead of proceeding with revolutionary

vigour, fuch as they were fure would be ufed by the

directors, they formed decrees for abolifhing two

clubs which had been opened under the name of con-

ftitutional circles, and in difpatching a mef*

'-

fage to afcertain the age of Barras. The

directory attempted to divert the public attention by

an alarming account of the ftate of finances ;
but the

oppofition, purfuing the important theme of

the marching of troops, demonftrated that

they had tranfgrefled the limits prefcribed by the

conftitution, and obtained a law for eftablifhing on all

the public roads at a certain diflance from Paris

columns infcribed with articles from the conftitutional

code, and a decree forbidding the advance of armies

beyond them ;
a moft feeble and fhallow attempt in

a period fo critical.

31 ft July and ^n a few days the council were rendered

4th Aug. fftii more fenfible of their danger by an

authenticated report that Hoche was at Rheims with

twenty-feven thoufand men, and that it was their inten-

tion to march to Paris, to annihilate the legiflative body,

which
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which was inimical to peace, and wifhed to deftroy CHAP.

the government. Intimations were given of an in-^ %
tendon to move for an impeachment of fome of the 1797.

directors
;
but it was apparent that timidity, hefitation,

variety of views, and want of mutual confidence,

would prevent the adoption of the only mode of

conduct which could, in the prefent Hate of affairs,

tend to the advantage of oppofition.

Inftead of endeavouring, by means of influence or

perfuafion, to gain fupporters in the council of five

hundred, the directory relied on the attachment of

the army, and were highly gratified by the conduct

of Buonaparte, who, in celebrating the revolutionary

feflival of the 1 4th of July, made a fpeech full of in-

finuations againft the council, and obliged his troops

to take an oath, fwearing implacable war againft the

enemies of the republic, and of the conftltution of the

year III*. His officers, in their toafts, expreffed their

fentiments with flill greater decifion j
and the directory

and council of ancients received the compliment of a

bumper, while the five hundred were not only deprived

of this teftimony of good will, but loaded with

unequivocal execrations. The fentiments of this day

formed the bafis ofmany addrefies fent by divifions of

the army of Italy to the troops in the interior^ moft

* When he made his followers take this oath, Buonaparte did

not forefee that, in little more thai; two years, he fhould be the

deftroyrr of that very conftitution and, fo far as the term exprefles

3 particular form of goysrawient, of the. republic*

ef
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CHAP, of which -were diitingiiimed for violence; but parti-?

il-^Vj cularly one from the divifion under Augereau, which

1797. rivalled in virulence, abufe, and threats, the pro-*

du&ions of the moil licentious days of the revolution.

The atrocity of thefe proceedings, fo repugnant to the

cpjiftitution an,d to every principle of focial order,

was rendered complete by an addrefs from the flaff of

the fame army, avowing all the fentiments contained

13 the various miffives already circulated, and

threatening death to thofe who ihould mew themfelves

ifpyalifts ; a term which they had previoufly fhewn

they meant to apply to the opponents of govern-

On the feflival of the loth of Auguft, the

council of five hundred declared their fenti-

ments, and refuted the calumnies advanced againil

tfcem. The prefident faid, they were animated only by
the defire of peace ; aiid it was decreed that the armed

citizens who, on the i oth of Auguft, 1 792, vanquifhed

royalty, had deferved well of the country. A melfagb

was received the fame day from the directory,

charging ike march of the troops to Ferte-Alais

entirely on Hoche, denying the diftribution of arms,

arid excufing the addreffes of the army of Italy. The

claufe in the conflitution forbidding armed bodies to

deliberate was not, they laid, fufficiently determinate

to apply to the actby which, after pouring their fears

and their hopes into the bofom of the directory and

of their brave brothers in arms, the defenders of the

country



HISTORY OF FRANCE. S23

country had only exprefled their wifhes and fenti- CHAP.

ments ;
but the directory had flopped the circulation

*

of thefe papers, and written to the general on the fub

je. To thefe declarations were added a view of the

caufes of the prefent difcontents, which were plainly

attributed to the ads of the council, and a declaration

of the intentions of the directory. They hoped to

ijave the nation from that difTolution towards which

fome men were precipitately urging it ; to extinguifh

the torches of civil war, which fome men were

furioufly kindling ;
and to fave perfons and property

from the perils of a new commotion : this refolution

would follow with perfeverance and courage,

eterred by fear, and unmoved by allurements;

but they would never confent to impart a falfe fecurity

either to their fellow-citizens in the interior, or to the

external defenders of the country. They mould

ufider themfelves traitors to the nation were they

difguife the fatal attempts inceilantly made to pro-

e the horrors of a new revolution, by effe&ing,

er by treafon or force, the overthrow of the

(ling order of things.

This melTage was by both councils referred
20th Aug.

a, committee : in the ancients the report

made by Troncon Ducoudray, who was fele&ed

for the talk, on account of his acknowledged modera-

tion and talents. He gave a full detail of the conduct

of the directory and armies ; {hewing, in many in-

flances, their inconfiilency with the letter and fpirit

of
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C H A r. of the conflitution
; though he was not hafly in im-

"WITT
fc ^ *, puting evil intentions, and paid every refpeft to the

^797- bravery and fervices of the military. He difproved

the accufation that the oppofition party wiJhed to

retard peace j and fhewed how unfounded were the

complaints of the dire&ory that the operations of

government had been impeded for want of fupplies,

by exhibiting a table of the Aims entrufted to them

within the fpace of one-and-twenty months. The

contributions in hard calh exceeded a milliard

(43,750,0007.), while the loans, the contributions fent

by the army of Italy, the jewels in their pofleffion,

and the fums derived from the fale of woods and lands

in the Belgic provinces, amounted to one thoufand

and fixty millions (46,375,0007.) more. They had, be-

lides, many indirect receipts, ofwhich the amountcould

not be afcertained ; fifty-two millions (2,284,0007.]

in mandats for fecret ferviee j
a great portion of the

national domains remained unfold, and the payments |

to claimants were merely nominal ; and yet the

dire&ory complained of not pofTefling money to

fatisfy the troops, whofe entire pay amounted to no

more than feventy millions (3,062,5007.). He con<

eluded by recommending general reconciliation

forgetfulnefs of the paft, but reprobated the oatl

adminiflered to the army of Italy of implacable wj

againft the enemies of the republic and of the coj

ftitution. Thibaudeau made a report equally argi

mentative: though more warm, to the council of fiv<

hundred
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hundred ; and concluded by recommending two laws : CH A *.

one, charging the public accuier to profecute all plots,^ ^
I

machinations, and generally all offences againft the W&~

legiflative body, the executive directory, and each of

their component members ;
the other, declaring

penalties againft the military who mould deliberate or

perform collective ads*

Before any decifion could take place with

refpect to thefe proportions, the three di-

rectors who had refolved to overturn by force all the

Kpediments raifed by the conftitution againft arbi-

ry power, obtained a new advantage, by the expira-

tion of the term for which Carnot was allowed to be

prefident of their body. This office entitled its

poflefifor
to hold the feal of ftate, and to fpeak the

fentiments of government on all public occafions :

Carnot had exercifed thefe rights with great modera-

tion ; but Lareveilliere, who fucceeded on

the expiration of his three months, mewed a

ntrary difpofition. In fpeeches which he made to

conti, plenipotentiary from the Cifalpine republic,

to general Bejnadotte, who brought trophies

m the army of Italy, he launched out into general

iufe againft the opponents of government ; accufing

em, without referve, of intending to annihilate the

new republic, difgrace Buonaparte, and re-eftablifh

the throne. To thefe attacks the council of five

hundred feemed inconceivably fenfible ; but, in fact,

they had not among themfelves any principle of

common
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CRAP, common concord, nor did they repofe in any one of

LJ^Jj their aflbciates fufficient confidence to intruft to him

*W' the direction of their operations. The laws propofed

by Thibaudeau were difcufied with much warmth, and

produced a great portion of perfonal altercation ; but

although the conflitution was moxe viiibly and daringly

violated than before, by drawing troops ftill nearer to

Paris, general debates were flill maintained, and no

vigorous effort adopted.

Hoche was firfl fixed on to carry the defigns of the

directory into execution, but they having been obliged

to difavow fome of his proceedings, he had retired,

full of rage and difappointment, to his army; \tfhile

the confidence intended for him was repofed in

Augereau, whom Buonaparte had fent to Paris from

the army of Italy *. Befides the regular troops at

the difpofal of this general,, great numbers of men

who had .ferved were in Paris, foliciting employ
or promotion, and were encouraged to remain in

*
Augereau was, before the revolution^ private in the Neapolitan

fervice, and a fencing-rnafter ; being expelled from Naples in

1 792, he entered into the French army, and raifed himfelf to the

rank of general by his bravery and good conduit. He was, how-

vcr, in private, remarkable for his preemption and vanity : his

boafls deprived every other commander of all merit j and the

oftentatious decoration of his perfon with rings and jewels formed

a ridiculous contrail to his ignorance in converfation, and the grofs

vulgarity of his manners. See Garnet's Anfwer to Bailleul, p. 130^
F.

f

.>gUfa tranflatioij,

tin
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ic city, although motions had been made in the

council of five hundred for their removal. *

It appears almofl inconceivable that, with fo many
idences of a confpiracy againft them, and fo many
>ofs of the determination of the triumvirate not to

ird the reftrictions of the conftitution, the leading

in oppofition fhould not be bound by fome com-

>n tie, or animated by fome general fpirit. But, on

ic contrary, they were rounding periods, framing

lotions, and deputing commiilioners to examine

lether the troops had approached within their limits,

tile their adverfaries were drawing round them the

of deftruction. The fitting of the 3d of

>tember terminated in perfect tranquillity ;

the motion on Thibaudeau's report was adjourned

the next day, a day in which the exifting legHlature

doomed to undergo a total alteration in its con-

ftitution and members. Many of the oppofition party,

fenfible of the perils which awaited them, had pro-

pofed "bringing forward a decree of accufation againft

the three directors
;
while others, judging the period

too much advanced for fuch a proceeding, propofed

marching to the palace, arrefting, and putting them to

death, and then publifhing to the people of France a

ftatement of their motives
;
but thefe meafures of

vigour were overruled by the timid, the treacherous>

or the indolent. Cainot and Barthelemy, already

apprifed that a grand commotion was to take place,

though they did not know the exaQ; moment, at-

tended.
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tended, for the lafl time, a fitting of the dire&ory,
XXIII. wjjere thejr adverfaries were fully prepared to finiih a

1JS7. plot which they had meditated ever fmce the lail

ele&ions. The meeting is, with probability, faid to

have been no lefs agitated than the fittings of the

councils ; and the effect of an expected afiaflination on

the conduct and countenance of Lareveilliere at the

clofe of the fitting is finely defcribed by one of his

intended victims. "
I fhall ever remember," fays

Carnot,
" his anthropophagous grin, when, as pre*

fident of the directory, he clofed the fitting, which he

knew would be the laft I mould attend. He thought

that in a few hours nothing ofme would remain but

a mangled and bloody carcafs. What a hideous

fpectre he appeared ! I fancied I beheld Charles IX.

when the tocfin of St. Bartholemew was about to

found, taking leave of thofe who were prefently to be

murdered by his own orders. A poniard feemed to

leap from every angle of his diftorted countenance ;

his head was inclined upon his fhoulders ; his eyes,

grown almofl opaque, looked afkaunce ; the flefh oa

his cheek bones feemed agitated with a convulfive

motion ; and his half-opened lips protruded forwards,

as it were, to meet the expe&ed cup filled with the

blood of his vi&im."

Carnot was not, however, negligent of his own

fafety : he had prepared a private way to quit hi&

apartments in the dire&oral palace; and being apprifed,

by repeated meflages from the triumvirate to afcertain
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whether he was within- that their plot was ripe for CHAP.
vv

| IT

execution, he haflened to make his efcape, and had< ^ y,

but juft reached the garden when an officer fent to 1797-

arreft him was breaking down his door with an axe.

He found the palace furrounded, and the garden filled

armed men, whom with difficulty he avoided ;

as he was clofing the laft door of the fatal

precinct, he heard the firing of the alarm gun, the

fignal for the military to aft according to their in*

ftruftions. Carnot effectually fecured his retreat,

d reached a foreign country ;
but Barras, enraged

his efcape, went with a party of guards, and himfelf

efled Barthelemy.

Having thus partially executed the firft

rtion of their project, the triumvirate pro-

ceded to other operations. A committee called

fpectors, appointed to prevent the approach of troops

the place of fitting of the councils, was compofed

general Pichegru, Vaublanc, Thibaudeau, Emery,
d Delarue, who were divided in opinions refpecting

confpiracy, till general Ramel, commander of

,e legiflative body-guard, announced an order he

had received at one o'clock in the morning to attend

minifler at war, and that feveral columns of troops

re entering the city. He was a few hours after-

wards fummoned, in the name of the directory, to

allow fifteen hundred foldiers to pafs the font

tournant, but bravely refufed, though aflured that his

corps of eight hundred grenadiers was furrounded by
twelve
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CHAP, twelve thoufand men, with four pieces of cannon* In
~

'j
.this emergency he fent to Lafond-Labebat and Simepn,

the prefidents of the two councils, for inftructions, and

gave notice of what was palling to feveral members*

Pichegru had already afcertained that the halls were

completely invefted, and Ramel was confulting with

the committee of infpe&ors, when news arrived that

the pont tonrnant was forced, the garden filled with

troops, and a battery forming to bear on the hall of

the council of ancients. The poft of the council of

five hundred, defended by a brave lieutenant, named

Blot, alone remained, and Ramel had vainly folicited

leave to call out the referve of grenadiers, and attempt

repelling force by force, when the troops of the :

directory, headed by Augefeau, rumed in, and, after

a confiderable ftruggle, fecured all theinfpectors, and

feveral other members of the councils, who had come

to fhare their deliberations.

Meanwhile Ramel had returned to the only de- 1

fenfible pod which remained, and drawn up his finall

force, though he was prohibited from
firing. At

half-pail five o'clock, he received from Augereau ah

order for his removal to the Quay d'Orfay, which he

refufed to obey j
and his conduct was approved by the

generality of his officers, though fome murmurs and

cries of difcontent were heard. Augereau, howeveft
foon arrived, attended by a flaif ofnearly four hundred

officers, among whom were many of the mod
notorious men of blood, as Santerre, Tunck, Yon,

RoilignoL
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Roflignol, Puget-Barbantane, Chateauneuf-Randon,

Befiiere, Fournier, Pache, the widow of general

Roufin in an Amazonian habit, and Dutertre and

Peyron*, who had recently efcaped from the galleys.

Thefe men foon fpread themfelves among the grena-

diers, and by their clamours occafioned a fentiment

of revolt againft Ramel, who was himfelf feized by

Augereau, and, after breaking his fword in unavailing

refiftance, dragged a prifoner to the Temple.

A confiderable number of members of both councils

having affembled at private houfes, fallied forth in

their fcarfs, and attempted to gain the entrance of

their own halls, but were thrice repulfed by the

military ;
while the minority of each legiflative body

met at a playhoufe, called Odeon, and in the amphi-

theatre of the medical college, and made laws fuited

to the views of the triumvirate.

This party had, previoufly to the explofion of their

mine, prepared proclamations to deceive the people of

Paris, declaring the exiftence of a plot to re-eftablifh

royalty, and directing that every individual who mould

be found demanding a king, the conftitution of 1793,

or proclaiming the duke of Orleans, mould be inftantly

(hot, according to law. The council of five hundred

fitting on the ftage at the Odeon, while the boxes

were filled with people inftrucled to applaud their

proceedings, formed a committee of five, confiding

* An account of moft of thefe people may be found in the

Pi&ionnaire des Hommes Marquans.

VOL. II. Z Of
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CHAP, of Syeyes, Poulain-Grandpre, Villers, Chazal, and

i

^ 'jRnnlay de la Meurthe ;
voted thanks to the directory

1797. for faying the country; and empowered them to per-

mit the entrance within the conftitutiqnal circle of as

many troops as they mould judge neceflary for de-

fence of the conftitution and the republic againfl

royalifm and anarchy : they then declared the fitting

permanent, but fufpended further proceedings till fix

in the evening. The council of ancients vainly

exerted every effort of craft and chicane to make it

appear that a majority of their whole body had at-

tended, and authorifed a change of the place of fitting j

they confirmed, however, under pretence of urgency',

the decree of the five hundred for permitting the

directory to call in as many troops as they mould

judge necefiary.

While the fittings were fufpended, the three vic-

torious members of the dire&ory. proceeded in ar-

refting thofe whom they confidered dangerous to

their authority, or whom, in compliance with the

feelings of either individual, the other two con-

curred in declaring enemies to the ftate. In the

evening, the afTembly at the Odeon received a mefTage

from the directory equally falfe and abfurd with the

proclamations in the morning, affirming the halls of

the councils to have been fixed on as the fcene of a

conspiracy to reftore royalty, and that Pichegru, in a

correfpondence with the prince de Conde, had formed

a plot, which would have been executed, but that the

prince
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prince himfelf refufed to afford his fanction. Thefe CHAP.
XXIII

accufations were fupported by correfpondence faid

be intercepted, but which, from the ftrongeft internal

evidence, appeared to be forged ;
and fome pretended

confeflions of Duverne de Prefle, one of the royalift

confpirators arrefted by means of Carnot, at the com*

mencement of the year *. Boulay de la Meurthe,

from the committee of five, prefented a report

on the late events ;
in which, after afluming the old ..

revolutionary principle, that the ftate of the times

forbade methodical and profound difcuflions, but re-

quired vigorous and prompt exertion, he imputed to

the two directors and the members of the late oppo-

fition a long feries of political crimes, beginning with

that of impeding the conclufion of peace, and ter-

minating with that of intending to convert all France

into an extenfive La Vendee. He then detailed the

patriotic views of the triumphant faction -

3 declared

their averfion to bloodfhed
;
obferved that deportation

muft in future be the great means of falvation to the

ftate, and the penalty to be incurred by all the irre-

concileable enemies of liberty and the republic ; and

intimated that fuch muft be the puniftiment inflicted

on the prefent confpirators, but the place of their

deftination muft be left to the difcretion of the

directory.

Poulain-Grandpre and Villiers next occupied the

tribune, and read drafts of laws annulling the elections

* See chap. xxii.

z a in
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*n f rtv"nme departments, and ordering the deporta-

tion of forty members of the council of five hundred,

including generals Pichegru and Willot, Dumolard,

Boifly-d'Anglas, Henry Lariviere, Camille Jourdan,

and Pafloret ; eleven of the council of ancients,

among whom were Barbe Marbois, Lafond-Ladebat,

and Tron9on du Coudray. Carnot and Barthelemy

were included in the lift, as were Brothier, Laville-

heurnois, and Duverne de Prefle, though condemned

by one tribunal to a lefs fevere punifhment, and

waiting for trial before another
; generals Miranda

and Morgan, whofe crimes no one could conjecture ;

and Ramel, of the nature of whofe offence no man

entertained a doubt. The fate of all thefe victims

was rendered additionally cruel by the fequeflration

of their property till accounts mould be received of

their arrival at a place to be appointed by the di-

rectory : the council boafled of this proceeding as an

act of mercy, though it prevented the prifoners from

procuring even the mod common necefTaries for their

comfort and accommodation in the voyage they were

afterwards doomed to make. The remainder of the

five hundred pafled fentence without hefitation, and,

although it was midnight, forwarded their refolution

to the ancients
;
who appointed a committee, received

their report at feven the next morning, and,

after a feeble refinance, concurred, without

the ceremony of an appel nominal. Laws of the

greateft feverity were enacted againft emigrants and

their



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 34-

their relations ; a new oath was impofed of hatred to CHAP.
XXI II

royalty and anarchy, and attachment and fidelity
to v____l

the republic and the conftitution of the year 3. All 1797.

journals, periodical papers, and the prefles for printing

them, were put under the infpe&ion of the police for a

year j
the late laws for re-organifing the national

guard were abrogated ;
and the directory were invefted

with the power of declaring any commune in a flate

of fiege. Thefe, and fome other regulations equally

tyrannical and vengeful, gave to the executive power
a complete dictatorial authority, and terminated the

glimmering profpect which fome rtill affected to view

of liberty reflored -by the exertions of French phi-

lofophers.

During the enfuing days the private venge-

ance of the directors added confiderable

numbers to the lift of facrifices. Barthelemy *, and

the imprifoned deputies, 'were removed from the

Temple in cages of iron, mounted on carriages,fuch as

are ufed for the conveyance of wild beads, and began
.their journey to the coaft of Guiana, without time or

* Among the traits of horror and barbarity which mark thefe

events, it is pleafant to record the affectionate attentions which the

victims received from their conforts, relations, and friends
;
and

particularly the heroic attachment of an old fervant of Barthelemy,

named Letellier, whom neither feoffs, nor threats, nor wounds

inflicted by favage hands, could deter from the generous refolution

of foothing by his affiduities the exile of his unfortunate matter.

This worthy man expired in his pafiage back to Europe.

means
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CHAP, means to make the flighted preparation for their
'

removal* The triumvirate, anxious to enjoy the brutal

and cowardly pleafure of contemplating their fallen

adverfaries, caufed the cars to pafs before the Luxem-

bourg \ and the walls of that palace, already rendered

by its inhabitants the inclofure of every imaginable

crime, re-echoed with the mirthful plaudits of a

ruffian band, whofe favage exultation would have dif-

graced the untutored aborigines of America*.

Merlin and Francois de Neufchateau were
'

ele&ed in lieu of the expelled directors, and

government prepared to exercife their new powers

with revolutionary vigour and apparent hopes of fuc-

cefs. As a proof how highly they eftimated their

triumph, they decreed that it fhould be annually ob-

ferved as a feftival : they repealed the laws of mercy

framed by the expelled party ; laid taxes to relieve the

immediate neceffities of the ftate, particularly a turn-

pike rate, and {tamps on periodical publications : they

alfo re-eftablifhed lotteries ; and reduced the public

debt to one-third of its previous amount, not by pay-

* The cruelties and infults, the confinement, the cords, and the

famine, endured by thefe unfortunate perfons during their journey

to Rochefort and their fubfequent voyage of fifty days to Guiana,

were commenfurate to the inhumanity which marked their outfet j

nor did any great alleviation of torture await their arrival : their

iituation was marked by every kind of wretchednefs ; fome died,

fome efcaped into foreign countries, and fome,. after undergoing

inexpremble miieries, have been permitted to revifit their native

land,

ment,
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ment, but by a decree. This revolution was boafted CHAP.
"V Y"TTT

as having occafioned no bloodfhed, but as being a t^TT.
mere affair of finance ;

but neither finance nor com- 1797.

merce was benefited by its confequences : trade, the

arts, letters, and public profperity, feemed to fhrink

before the violence offered to all law and focial order

by the late proceedings ; and the little fpirit imparted

by the apparent progrefs of a conftitution, however

vicious, and the hope of peace, vanilhed amid the

alarms occafioned by tyranny and violence *.

* This feriesvof tranfacYions is called, from the day on which the

principal events occurred, La Revolution du i8e Fruftidor (^th

Sept.). The vanquiihed party declared their intention to make it

another 2Oth of June j but after their defeat called it a new

3 1 ft of May : the viftors compared it to the loth of Auguft, when,

according to them, a royalift confpiracy was overthrown j although,

from the affociates they employed, and a near coincidence in dates,

it was impoflible, in viewing it, not to recollect the 2d of September.

The facts in jhis chapter are derived from the hiftories and periodical

works ; and the latter events from Carnot's Reply to BaHleul,

RamePs Narrative, Secret Anecdotes of the i8th Fru&idor, and the

Narrative of J. J. Job,Aim6, all printed in French, tranflated and

republiihed in London

CHAR
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CHAP. XXIV.

The French land a few Troops In Pembroke/hire who

are captured Great Britain refolves
to commence a

Negotiation for Peace State of the Country Efforts

in the Weft Indies Engagement off Cape St. Vincent

Bombardment of Cadiz Attack on Teneriffe

Lord Malmejbury opens a Negotiation at Lifle Its

Progrefs- He is difmiffed by the French Preparations

in the Dutch Ports Sea-fight off Camperdown Pro-

grefs ofthe Negotiation 'with the Emperor Injuftlce of

the Directory Treaty of Campo Formio Army of

England Buonaparte Commander Anxiety ofthe Di-

rectory to renew Hostilities 'with the Pope Firmnefs of

Pius VI. The Cifalpine Republicfeizes a Part of his

Dominions Jofeph Buonaparte fent as Embqffador to

Rome His incendiary Manoeuvres An Infurreftion

excited under his Aufpices General Duphot killed

Berthierfent to plunder Rome His fallacious Promifes

He takes Po/ejfion of the Caftle of St. Angelo and

Gates of Rome He enters the City Announces a revo-

lutionary Government Infults and Cruelties exerafed

again/I the Pope The French plunder and dejlroy all

Sorts of Property "Mutiny among the French Officers

Infurreelion of the Natives feverely punijhed

Buppreffion and Plunder of Monaftcries Federation

Conftitution
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Conftitution Jacobin Club Degraded and ml-

Cerable Condition of the Romans Views of France on

Switzerland Arts and Exertions ufed to excite Com-

lot'wns Meffagefrom the Executive Directory An

Armyfent to Switzerland Irrefolution of the Cantons

Aggreffion of France A Huffar killed Negotia-

tions An Armiftice agreed on Heroic Exertions of

'General Erlach Weaknefs of the Government

Brunei Ultimatum His Proclamations Jealoufies

fpread among the Swifs 'Troops The French take

Friburg and Soleure advance againft Bern The

Populace of that City change the Government Infolent

Demand of the French General Defeat of Erlach*

Capture of BernExceJfes of the defeated Army

E>frape of the Avoyer Steiguer Murder of Erlach

Inftances ofunavailing Valour-<-The French , in Viola.

. fion ofa Treaty, proceed to conquer other Cantons In-

human Hoftilities and Maffacre at Underwalden

Subjugation ofSwitzerland a Portion ofwhich is an-

nexed to France.

kwar
between Great Britain and France 1797

r

. CHAP.

w totally unconnected with the military opera- vl^J
on the continent of Europe. The French go-

iment, envious of the commercial profperity of her

rival, and defirous to deftroy her naval fuperiority

and annihilate her political exiftence, felt fanguine

hopes of effecting thefe ends when Holland and Spain,

who commenced the war as allies, had been rendered

the enemies of Great Britain. The difappointment

experienced
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CHAP, experienced in the late invafion of Ireland did not

appear to deprefs the directory ; who, on the con*

trary, iflued proclamations and collected troops, as

if they ferioufly intended another expedition. On a

fudden they placed fourteen hundred men on board

four veflels, which failed from Breft, and, entering

the Britifh Channel, deflroyed a few merchant mips

in the harbour of Ilfracomb in Devonfhire. They
then proceeded to Fifhguard in Pembrokemire, where

the troops landed without artillery, but
24th Feb. . , - , , r

with feventy cart-loads or powder and ball,

*Three thoufand of the inhabitants, including feven

hundred militia, were immediately collected under

lord Cawdor ; and the French commander, without

attempting any military exploit, furrendered his whol<

party prifoners of war. Some of the invaders coi

fitted of good troops ;
but the remainder were con-

vi&s and other prifoners, almoft in a ftate of naked-

nefs : the intent of the enterprife could never

afcertained, nor could a probable motive be affigned.

except that of clearing the French prifoi
'

The frigates from which they landed w

captured before they could regain the French coaft

and after a few months the invading tro<
21 ft Aug. . _

were lent back to their own country.

When the triumphs of the French, and the terro

or treachery of his advifers, induced the emperor
refolve on negotiating peace, he apprifed the kin;

of England of his intentions ; and the Britil
10th April. . .A

&
.

'

miniiter mentioned in the houfe or com

mom
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ns, that attempts would be made, in conjun&ion CHAP.

with the other allies, to effect a general treaty. The

internal flate of Great Britain foon afterwards ap-

peared to render the conclufioii of peace on any terms

inevitable: the bank, influenced by circumftances

arifing from the peculiarities of the times, flopped its

payments in fpecie ;
an alarming and ftrongly com-

bined mutiny prevailed in the fleet ;
and in Ireland

open rebellion broke forth in feveral counties. In

this arduous fituation, the fpirit and patriotifm of the

people, guided by a minifter no lefs diftinguiflied by

political courage than fplendid talents, triumphed, t
in

the end, over every obftacle ;
and the national vigour

was rather augmented than impaired by difficulty and

diftrefs.

An expedition was, at an early period of

the year, directed againil the Spanilh ifland of,

Trinidad, which furrendered to fir Ralph Aber-

cromby ; while the attendant fquadron, under admiral

Harvey, made feveral valuable prizes. An
attack on the ifland of Porto Rico was not

equally fuccefsful
;
but the French were foiled in fe-

veral attempts on St. Domingo *, and the afcendency
of Great Britain in the Weft Indies was generally well

intained. An effort was made in Europe, con-

In the courfe of the enfuing year (1798), the Rritifh forces

irely evacuated this ifland, leaving iUn a ftate of lubje&ion to i .

negro of great talents and bravery, named Touffaint Louverture.

nefted
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CHAP, ne&ed with the general principle of alarming the

Engiifh nation by threats of invafion, to effect a

junction of the fleet in Cadiz with that of Breft 5
but

admiral Tervis, with only fifteen fail of the
I4thFeb.

'
.

line, attacked the Spanilh admiral, who had

twenty-feven, fome of whicli were of extraordinary

fize, off Cape St. Vincent, and, after a bloody con-

teft, captured four fail % when the reft retired into 1

Cadiz. The Britifli admiral blockaded the port, and

feveral attempts were made to deftroy the town and

{hipping by a bombardment, though without
24th July.

^ } _ _ AJ -ixTir u u
any great effect. Admiral Nelfon, who had

on every occafion eminently diflinguifhed himfelf, at

his own defire conducted an enterprife againfl the

town of Santa Cruz, in the ifland of Teneriffe : the

hope of fuccefs depended chiefly on furprife, buti

many circumftances concurred to alarm the Spa-

niards ; and, after the lofs of many lives in acts of

unavailing valour, the Englifh obtained permiffion

and afliftance to return to their mips. Among
the wounded was admiral Nelfon, who loft his right

arm.

While fuch was the ftate of hoftilities, the
1ft June. . ._ . . . .

Britilh rmniltry opened a negotiation with

the French government : the city of Lifle was fixed

as the place of meeting ;
lord Malmefbury was agaia

* The (hips captured were Salvador del Mondo, 112 guns ; San

Jofef, 112; San Nicolas, 84; and San Ifidoro, 74. The Britilh com-

mander was raifed to the houfe of peers, and, from the fcene of his

glory, called Earl St. Vincent.

nominal
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jmmated plenipotentiary on behalf of Great Bri- C n A p.

XXIV
tain

;
and Letourneur the ex-director, Pie-

< _"j

ville Lepelley, and Maret, attended on the
x

Hi)7.

part of the dire&ory. The Englifh miniftry knew too

well the chara&eriftics of the French government to

expect that a pacific compact would eafily be ar-

ranged ; yet the appearance of an approaching peace

with the emperor, and the known difpofition of two

members of the directory, afforded fome hopes. The

extenfive claims of reflitution made by the French

during the preceding negotiation, though coloured

by pretexts of an honourable regard for their allies,

were, in fact, intended merely as means of gaining for

themfelves the mod valuable colonies : nor did the

directors fcruple to avow their intention to keep
Holland in a flate of abject dependence ;

to plunder

the country, and to acquire, either by the force or at

the expence of the Dutch, the Cape of Good Hope
and Trinc9male, but afterwards to retain the poffef-

fion themfelves *. The ceffion of the Spaniih part

of St. Domingo to France had materially changed the

afpect of affairs in the Weft Indies
;
and therefore

the firft propofition of a treaty on the, bafis of reci-

procal compenfations was followed by a note, claim-

ing, on the part of Great Britain, the retention of

Trinidad, and, as an exception to the propofition of

the flatus quo ante bellum^ the Englifh plenipotentiary

* See Camot's Anfwer to Bailleul, p. 52.

demanded
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CBAP. demanded that the Cape of Good Hope, the Dutch !

13X*^ pofleffions in Ceylon, and the town and fort of Co-

17y7* chin, ihould be given up to his Britannic majefty, in

exchange for Negapatam and its dependencies. The

French commiffioners, inflead of anfwering thefe

proportions, raifed a cavil on the title of King of

France, which the monarchs of Great Britain had fo

long borne* and which they infilled fhould be no

longer ufed
;
claimed reflitution of the fhips captured

at Toulon, and an indemnity for thofe which were

deflroyed ; and flated feveral fcruples refpecling the

mortgages which the Englifh government might have

on the dominions of the emperor in Flanders. Thefe

propofals, and the collateral difcuffions arifmg from

them, confumed a large portion of time
; during which

the majority ofthe directory were arranging their plans

for the 1 8th Fructidor. When that was effected,

meafures of decency were not longer deemed necek

fary ;
the three commiffioners hitherto employed

were recalled, but before they quitted Lifle paid the

mod ample and merited homage to the franknefs and

honour with which lord Malmefbury had conducted

himfelf. Bonnier and Treilhard, both members of the

convention, and voters for the death of their king,

were their fucceilbrs
;
and although they verbally

gave aflurances of the difpofition of the directory to

perfect a treaty, their queftions were fo captious, their

demands fo extravagant, and their conduct fo over*

bearing, that the unfavourable termination of the

negotiation
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otiation was confidered inevitable ; and, after a few CHAP.

unfatisfactory notes, Jord Malmefbury was ordered by { ^
the French to return within twenty-four hours, and 1797.

obtain from his court the necefTary powers for con-

fenting to fuch reflitutions as the laws and treaties of the

French republic rendered indifpenfable.

Lord Malmefbury accordingly quitted the

fcene of unavailing contefl, while the French, in order

to retain the appearance of wilhing for peace, fufFered

their cornmiffioners to remain fome time longer, and

even officially notified to the Britifh plenipo-
i": 6th oa.

tentiary that his return was expected. This

piece of duplicity was productive of a fpirited letter ;

in which lord Malmefbury obferved, that he had in his

laft note pointed out with precifion and candour the

only remaining means of continuing the negotiation :

the king, he added, could not again treat in an ene-

my's country, without an affurance that the cuftoms

eftablifhed among all civilifed nations with refpect to

public miniflers, efpecially thofe difpatched for the

purpofe of negotiating the re-eflablifhment of peace,

fhould in future be refpecled in the perfon of his

plenipotentiary. This reproach was the more offenfive,

becaufe obvioully merited : the directory publifhed

their anfwcr in an angry proclamation ; the king of

England appealed to civilifed nations in a temperate

manifefto ; and the correfpondence was afterwards

officially publifhed by the Britifh miniftry *.

* See State Papers, collections of Parliamentary Debates, &c.

The
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CHAP. The directory were doubtlefs encouraged in their

*

conduct, fo repugnant to the wifhes of the nation, by

affurances from the agents of the Irifh rebels, then

refiding in Paris, that they could not fail in conquer-

ing that kingdom, and by the preparations making,

under their direction, in Holland, for completing that

important enterprife. A well-appointed fleet of

eleven fail of the line, four mips of fifty-fix guns, and

eleven frigates, was equipped in the Dutch ports I

during the fummer ; a large body of troops were I

placed on board
;
and it was deflined for Breft, where I

it was to join the French fquadron. Admiral Duncan, I

who had long blocked up this armament in the Texel, I

having been obliged to retire into Yarmouth roads to I

refit, De Winter, the Dutch admiral, put to fea
;
but I

Duncan, apprifed of the circumflance by his cruifers,

immediately failed for the coafl of Holland with four-

teen fhips of the line, two fifties, and eight frigates,

cutters, and luggers. He encountered the

Dutch admiral between Camperdown and

Egmont ; and, after an obftinate conteft, utterly de-

feated him, taking eight fail of the line, two fhips of

fifty-fix guns, and two frigates. This brave a&ion,

in which undoubted boldnefs was no lefs confpicuous

than confummate judgment, was fought fo near the

Dutch fhore, that thoufands of fpectators witnefTed

its progrefs : De Winter and two vice-admirals were

taken prifoners ;
and the victor received from his

Sovereign and country, befides the honorary meed of

a peerage,
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a peerage, thofe heartfelt thanks and warm acclama- CHAP.

tions which form the moft grateful reward of loyalty L__^ >

and courage. The French government faw in this

victory the overthrow of their projects for the inva-

lion of England, or even of Ireland on the grand

fcale they had formerly meditated, although they

ftill perfevered in promulgating threats of fuch an

attempt.

During the ftruggles which agitated the capital of

France, the difficulty of negotiating a peace with the

emperor appeared daily to increafe. The opinions of

Carnot were favourable to the preliminaries of Leo-

ben, but the majority of the directory were averfe to

the reftoration of Mantua: they were eager only for

war
;
and although Buonaparte declared his opinion

that Pizzighitone would equally fecure the fafety of

the Cifalpine republic, they would not on any terms

confent to the reflitution which had been agreed on*

The feizure of Venice, it was hoped, would afford

means of compenfation to the emperor for the fortrefs

which was withheld
; but here again the ambition

and avarice of the directory interfered, and they would

not confent to abandon the pofieffion of Venice.

Buonaparte had fomented infurreclions and revolu-

ions in Italy, as well to gratify his own views and

thofe of the directory, as to fecure his flanks and

rear in cafe he fhould be again compelled to advance.

te was anxious to increafe his flrength ;
and the em-

>eror was no lefs afliduous in fimilar preparations, ia

VOL. ii. ^ A which
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CHAP, which he was warmly aided by the zeal of his people,

V

X
^
IV

\ who were convinced, by the extortion and oppreflion

1797. they endured, that every flruggle was defirable in

preference to the yoke of France. The armies of

Hoche and Moreau had fubfifted and clothed them-

felves at the expence of the people of Germany ; and

although the country was exhaufted and the harveft

not reaped, Hoche * levied in five months, according

to his own accounts, thirteen millions of livres

(568,750/0. The French even proceeded
Auguft. .

to depofe the regencies and magiftrates of

the ecclefiaftical electorates, to plant the tree of

liberty at Coblentz and Cologne, and to pro-

claim a Clfrhenane republic^ the conftitution

of which was founded on an oath to obey the laws

and execute the orders of France, and not oppofe

the principles of liberty and equality. The directory

not only protected
this new-fangled republic, but

were extremely anxious to declare war againft the

kings of Sardinia and Naples and the emperor, for

the purpofe of overthrowing all their thrones at once :

* Hoche, as has already been mentioned, was called to Paris to

affift the fchemes of the directory ; but his precipitation and impru-

dence having occafioned his employers to difavow his proceedings,

he retired, full of rage, to his army, where, in a few days, he died,

and llrong fufpicions arofe that he was poifoned. A defperate ja-

cobin, who has written his life, does not blufh to impute this crime

to Pichegru j but if, in fa&, the days of Hoche were abridged by

fuch treachery, Pichegru is among the laft of mankind to whom it

could with appearance of probability be imputed.

i but
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but Buonaparte, who had other projects in view, was CH

anxious to complete a temporary peace ;
a meafure to

which, after the i8th Fru&idor, the directory them- 1797.

felves were obliged to accede, not only for the fake of

popularity, but in order to retain a large body of

troops in the interior. In confequence of thefe fenti-

ments, amidfl mutual threats, defiances, preparations,

and even flight hoftilities, the directory confented to

yield, and the emperor to receive, Venice inftead of

Mantua.

This agreement formed the bafis of a
_, i;th oa.

treaty, which was executed at Campo For-

mio. The public articles ftipulated the ceflion of

the Low-countries to France, and that the repub-

licans fhould retain the iflands in the Archipelago

and in the Adriatic formerly belonging to Venice,

and the eftablifhments of that republic in Albania. The

emperor was to poflefs the abfolute fovereignty of the

territories of Venice to the Adige; the Milanefe and

Mantuan were ceded to the Cifalpine republic, which

was formally acknowledged ;
and an indemnity was

to be granted to the duke of Modena in the Brifgaw.

Finally, a congrefs was to be eflablifhed at Raftadt, to

fettle a pacification between France and the empire.

The fecret articles were not given to the public till the

intereft of France feemed to require their difclofure,

They contained numerous flipulations, highly favour-

able to the republic both in a territorial and revolu-

tionary view; equally conducive to the eftablifhment

A A 2 of
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CHAP. of her overgrown power, and the extenfion of her

i^^-Jj influence by the ufual means of corruption and com-

1797. motion in countries to which her ambition clearly

pointed, although the flate of the times had not yet

permitted an open attack *.

Nothing now appeared to oppofe the univerfal in-

fluence and unlimited aggrandifement of France, but

the fiimnefs and unyielding fpiric of Great Britain.

The rupture of the negotiation at Lifle furnifhed the

directory with new opportunities of threatening and

railing ; they had already indirectly fan&ioned a pub-

lication exciting the republic to invade the hated

ifland, and ftimulating the zeal of the military by

promifes of all the plunder they could fecure. Heaps

of gold in the bank, vaft treafures in private hands,

the goods in the ihops and warehoufes of tradefmen ?

* See the hiftorical publications j collections of ftate papers ;

Hiftoire du Directoire Executif j and Hiilory of the Campaigns of

1796, &c. In confequence of the treaty of Campo Formio, La

Fayette, Latour Maubourg, and Bureau de Puzy, were reftored to

liberty. They returned to France, where their appearance excited

fcarcely a momentary fenfation. La Fayette, the mod confpicuous

character, was regarded by the revolutionifts with the contempt

due to the Httlenefe of his mind and talents, and the narrownefs of

his views
j
while men in all parts of the world, who knew how

to appreciate loyalty and genuine honour, viewed him with the de-

teftation due to an intriguing traitor, who had not fcrupled, for the

gratification of perfonal ambition and empirical fpeculation, to in-

volve his fovereign in calamity, and his native land in all the horrors

of revolution.

all
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1797,

5th Nov..

21ft.

all were to reward the brave foldiers who fliould con- CHAP.

quer and defpoil the country. After the ceiTation of

hoftilities with the emperor, the directory perfevered in

thefeboaftful menaces; an army wasaffembled

on the coafts, and denominated, from the

oftenfible end of its deftination, THE ARMY OF ENG-

LAND. Buonaparte, who had repaired to Paris to con-

cert further fchemes and enjoy the effects of his popu-

larity *, accepted the command of this force, which

the directors flrove to animate by a new pro-

clamation, not lefs remarkable than their

preceding productions for bombaft and fiction. A
pretext was made for a domiciliary vifit and general

plunder, in the fuppofed expectation of
difcovering

Britifh merchandifes, the ufe of which was
ftrictly,

though vainly, prohibited ;
and a treaty of peace

which had been negotiated with Portugal, the ancient

and firm ally of Great Britain, was declared void.

Yet, notwithstanding thefe efforts, public fpirit lan-

guifhed ; and a fubfcription propofed by a few mer-

chants, and patronifed with all the influence of go-

vernment, for the benefit of this army, was fo fparingly

* He was received in great ftate by the members of both le-

giflative bodies ; a fe" te was given in honour of his victories
-,
and he

was appointed a member of the national inftitute, inftead ofCarnot,

who, with the reft of the perfons condemned on the i8th Fruc"tidor,

had been ftruck from the lifts of that fociety, as civilly dead : but

the evident jealoufy and want of cordiality towards him which he

eafily diicerned in the directors,, are faid to have offended and

alarmed him.

filled,
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CITAP. filled, that it foon became a fubject of general con.

c
'_. tempt and ridicule. Attempts were made to inflame

179s '

j-,p8
the rancour of the French againft the

Jan. 24th. Britifh nation, by a fcandalous and falfe

report to the council of five hundred, that the pri-

foners of war fufFered every fpecies of privation

and indignity : but the farce of an intended invafion

was daily more and more difcredited ;
and it was

even aflerted, chat the pretext was ufed only to detain

Buonaparte in France, for the purpofe of overawing

and controlling the legiflature, and procuring for the

directory a defpotic fway *.

The directory were certainly anxious to perpetuate

by military force an authority which by that engine

they had rendered nearly arbitrary ; but the detention

of Buonaparte and his army in France was occafioned

by other views, and tended to the accomplifhment of

projects of great magnitude, involving the fate of parts

of the globe to which the ravages of war had not yet

extended. In concluding a reluctant pacification

with the emperor, the French government looked to-

wards the renewal of hoftilities, and prepared for the

event by extending the influence of their revolution

in fuch a manner as to prevent the combination of a

formidable oppofition. The anti-religious bigot La-

reveillere had witnefled with regret the flight effort

of moderation which induced Buonaparte, after plun-

* Such was the fubftance of an anonymous letter received by fe-

veral members of the councils, which was published, and occafioned

a confiderable fenfation.

dering
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dering the pope, to leave him ftill in pofleflion of his CHAP.

nominal dignities, though deprived of the greater

part of his poflefTions and revenues. The age, elo- I7i

quence, immaculate character, and venerable ap-

pearance, of Pius V[. infpired univerfal regard and

refpect, even among thofe whofe religious principles

were mod adverfe to the pontifical eflablimment; but

thefe very circumftances were motives for additional

rancour in the mind of Lareveillere, who was deftitute

of all fuch claims to veneration in himfelf, and in-

capable of admiring them in another. The removal

of Carnot and Barthelemy deftroying all probability of

oppofition to his views in the directory, he anxioufly

fought a topic of difpute with the pontiff, in order to

complete his depofition and the revolutionifing of his

dominions. The firft effay was a requifition to his

holinefs to retract the cenfures pronounced againft

the attacks on the Catholic religion during the reign

of the condiment affembly : but the pope anfwered

that, his decifions being conformable to the conftant

difcipline of the church, the canons of the councils,

and the opinions of the holy fathers, not even the

fight of the fcaffold mould induce him to retract.

The firmnefs of this reply difconcerted Lareveillere,

efpecially as his colleagues convinced him that it

would be ridiculous to make war on no better pre-

tence than a difagreement in opinion with an old prieft.

Failing in this endeavour, the directory employed

their allies, the Cifalpines, to irritate the pope into

war.
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CHAP, war, by invading his territories. The new republic,

__^ jjto juftify the meafures they adopted in obedience to

1797". thefe orders, reforted to events which occurred in

the days of king Pepln, and claimed fome parts of

the marquifate of Ancona, which that prince had

difmembered from the exarchate of Ravenna and

given to Stephen III. On the bafis of this mod ab-

furd and antiquated title, they entered the territory

of the church
j and, after an obflinate engagement

with the people, feized the fort of St. Leon : but the

pope, fenfible of his weaknefs and danger, contented

himfelf with fending an embaffador to Milan to make

remonftrances.

Although twice difappointed, the French govern*

tfient determined to carry their point by their old

iheans of exciting infurre&ions, and therefore deputed

Jofeph Buonaparte, elder brother of the general, as

their embaflador to Rome. From the moment of his

arrival, plots, infurregions, and incendiary placards,

Were daily produced ;
under his influence, all perfons

confined for freafon and fedition,or, as he gently termed

it, for political opinions, were liberated from
'

prifon ; .

his palace became their conflant rendezvous, and he

appeared as the patron of a public fete, at which all

the vagabonds and defperadoes in Rome were col-

lected, called The feaft of Liberty. Thefe men, in-

fligated by French erniifaries, formed a plan for

revolutionifmg Rome. They began their career

by erecting poles furmounted with red caps and

dancing
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dancing round them at midnight, and by forming falfe CHAP.

patroles to elude the police and throw the city into ^.-. *j

confufion
;
and fixed on Innocents-day for the com- H97.

pletion of their project. In the afternoon ^^.
of that day, a large party aflembled in the Dec- 2Sth -

ftreet called the Lungara, oppofite the embaffador's

refidence *, where a Frenchman attended, delivering

to them national cockades and fix-paul pieces f to be

expended in liquor. Their converfation, directed by

prepared incendaries, turned on the common topics

of popular complaint, the diftrefles of the poor, and

dearnefs of provifions j
an abbe made a long harangue,

interlarded and enforced by perverted texts from holy

writ, to prove that the time was arrived for the over-

throw of their exifting government. Animated by
thefe difcourfes, and fecure, as they thought, of pro-

tection from the French embaffador, tte mob fallied

forth, feized two guard-houfes, and attacked the

Ponte Sefto. At this place, however, they were re-

pulfed by the military, and purfued to the embaflfa-

dor's hotel, the Corfmi palace, whither they retired

for Ihelter. Jofeph Buonaparte and a few of his

friends, haftening from their apartments, rufhed among
the mob with drawn fwords : a great tumult and

*
Every minifter at Rome, as well as the cardinals and other

privileged perfons, had the right to a jurifdi&ion of a certain limited

diftrid in the vicinity of their own palaces, entirely independent of

the control of government,

f Value 3$. iterling,

fomc
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CHAP, fome firm? enfued, in which about a dozen perfon*
XXIV

their lives, among whom was general Duphot, a

man highly efteemed by the embaflador, and on the

point of being married to his fitter. Immediately on

this event, Jofeph Buonaparte retired to his palace ;

and on the enfuing morning at fix o'clock quitted

Rome, obftinately deaf to all proportions of explana-

tion or apology.

An exaggerated account of this tranfa&ion, for-

warded to France by the embaflador, furnifhed the

government with the pretext they had fo long and

ardently defired : in vain did the papal government

offer every kind of acknowledgment and atonement ;

in vain did they tender implicit and unconditional

fubmifTion
*

; orders were immediately iflued for ge-

neral Berthier, who commanded in Italy, to revo-

lutionife Rome, and give up the country to pillage.

The Cifalpines, being no longer necefTary agents,

were ordered to retire, and obliged to yield up their

conquefls, that they might not interfere with the

projects of the French.

Pius VI. had found, from the beginning of the

revolution, how little reliance could be placed on the

* A letter from cardinal Doria, the papal fecretary of Hate, to

the rnarquis Maffini, the pope's minifrer at Paris, contains the fol-

lowing expreflions :
" You muft not offer anyfathfafllonfor this

event, which has rendered the holy father, and all of us, inconfolalle :

hityou muft entreat the direflory
to point out what fatisfaflion they

require ; to aft it and to obtain it Jhall be thefame thing.*'

zeal



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 3G3

il or exertions of the nci ^hbouring princes ; CHAP.
1^8 XXIVr

and therefore fought no defence but that of
'

Heaven, which he fervently implored, according to

the mode of that religion of which he was
27th j an>

the head, by procefllons, the expofmon of to 4th Feb.

relics, and public prayers. The ufe of the two former

expedients is undoubtedly open to fome ridicule from

thofe who do not concur in thofe forms of appeal to

divine mercy ;
but the integrity of the pontiff, and

his implicit reliance on their efficacy, will entitle him

to the refpect of all candid men
; efpecially when it

is confidered that, far from ufmg them as incentives to

urge his fubje&s to expend their blood in an unavail-

ing conteft, he carefully reprefled every exhibition

of fervour which exceeded the bounds of religious

enthufiafm *. A few days before the arrival of the

French army, he deputed prince Belmonte, the Nea-

politan minifter, to learn from the commander in

chief his precife intentions
;
and Berthier feized the

opportunity to make his conqueft more eafy and pro-

*
Perhaps the pope anticipated that this would be his laft great

a& of pontifical authority : the Romans had long entertained a

prejudice that the ftate muft be ruined when governed by a Sextus.

On the proclamation of his holinefs, by the title of Pius Sextus,

the following diftich was pofted in the moft confpicuous parts of

the city, being only a flight variation of one which had been ap-

plied to the too celebrated Alexander VI.

Tarquinius Sextus, Sextus Nero, Sextus et ifte :

IJn

Sextis Temper perdita Roma fuit.

Stable.
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CHAP, fitable. The only defign of the directory, he faid,

to apprehend thofe who were acceflbry to the

9th Feb.

death of Duphot : the pope might reft allured of

the utmoft fecurity ;
the exifting government, the

Catholic religion, and all property, public as well as

private, mould be refpected, and he would not even

enter the city. To imprefs greater confidence, he de-

livered thofe declarations in writing, requiring, at

the fame time, that the pope mould iflue an edict to

tranquillife the people and prevent bloodfhed, and

that nothing mould be removed from the mufeums,-

the libraries, or the picture-galleries.

The commands of the republican general

were obferved with punctuality; but his

promifes were violated without fcruple. The pope

removed no part of his property, nor took any mea-

fure for his perfonal fafety ;
but publifhed an edict

exhorting all his people to tranquillity, and forbid-

ding them even to talk on their affairs in fuch a

manner as to give offence to the French. Eerthierj

advanced to the city by forced marches ; fum-

moned the caftle of St. Angelo, allowing

only four hours for its evacuation by the papal troops :

the convicts were fet at liberty ;
the gates of the cit

fecured by the French ; the pope, all the cardinal

except three *, and the whole people of Rome, mad<

prifoners at difcreiion. The French general iflued

*
Namely, Brafchi the pope's nephew, York, and'Albani.

perfidioi

10th.
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perfidious proclamation, authorifing the people to rely CHAP.

on his army for protection of their property and per
-

<__'_ _
fons, and afluring them that their religion iliould be 1798,

inviolably refpe&ed ;
but he detained prifoners in the

palace of Monte Cavallo four cardinals, four princes,

four prelates, and two bankers, as hoilages for the

quiet of the city, and for the payment of certain

contributions neceflary to relieve the diftrefles of his

followers.

Shortly afterwards, Berthier made his
~ r 15th.

triumphal entry into Rome
; and a tree of

liberty being planted on the capitol, he pronounced a

puerile addrefs to the fhades of Cato, Pompey, Brutus,

Cicero, and Hortenfius, which concluded by afluring

the Romans that they were about to refume their

ancient grandeur and the virtues of their progenitors.

As the means of acquiring thefe honourable diftinc-

tions, they were to be indulged with a modern Gallic

reform : a proclamation was iflued, declaring them a

free and independent republic, under the fpecial pro-

tection of the French army. A provifional govern-

ment was acknowledged, as eftablifhed by the fovereign

people ;
and every other temporal authority emanating

from the pope was fupprefled, nor was he any longer

to exercife any function. The French general

Cervoni * was charged with the care of the police, the

* A delertcr from the Sardinian army, advanced in the French

fervice to the rank of general.

fafety
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CHAP, fafety of fhe city, and the inftalment of the new

^XXIV- government; and the territory of the Roman republic

1793. was declared to comprehend all that remained under

the temporal authority of the pope after the treaty of

Campo Fonnio*. The people were, however, fa

little elevated by the promifes of regeneration and

glory, that even Berthier's proceffion to the capitol

was languidly attended, and few appearances of ap- 1

probation or applaufe exhibited. To recruit the ranks

of fpectators, a French officer croffed the Tiber to

collect a band of the inhabitants of that diftrifc called

Trafteverini ; but, although their pride and prejudices

were ftrongly folicited, few attended, and none

fhouted but fome defperate and criminal partifans

who had been previoufly attached to the French

intereft. The tree of liberty, far from being regarded

with rapture, was fcarcely furveyed with moderate

curiofity j and a compulfory illumination was per-

formed in a manner fo parfirnonious and reluctant,

that general difcontent was exhibited under a form

ufually chofen to convey ideas of gaiety and exultation.

Popularity was, however, no otherwife defirable

to the French than as it contributed to fome end

which they had in profpe& : when their intereft did

not lead them to wifh for it, the good opinion of the

prefent age was no more regarded than the favourable

* The mention of this treaty in this place gave room for a fu-

fpicion that the emperor of Germany was not exempt from a

collufive participation in
tfie overthrow of the papal government.

judgment
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judgment of pofterity, which, in all their afts, they HA P.

feemed almoft exprefsly to renounce. Perhaps no
t_

greater inftance can be adduced of deliberate barbarity 179S.

and cruelty, rendered exceflive by every fpecies of

wanton and unneceiTary infult, than the circumflances

which attended the depofition and fubfequent treat-

ment of Pius VI. It fhould be recollected, that at

this period the unfortunate vi&im of philofophical

barbarifm was in the eighty-fecond year of his age,

and that, during twenty-three years, he had exercifed

in a blamelefs manner the fovereignty which was

confided to him
; never flaming the annals of his reign

by edicts of bigotry or a&s of perfecution, but ruling

his own fubjedls with mildnefs, and receiving flrangers,

without diftin&ion of religion, with benevolent muni-

ficence and princely hofpitality. As a refinement in

the art of infult, the day felecled for planting the tree

of liberty and depofing the pontiff was the anniverfary

of his acceflion to the fovereignty ;
and while he was,

according to cuftom, celebrating divine fervice in the

Siftine chapel and receiving the congratulations of

the cardinals, Haller, the comrnifTary-general of the

"rench army, and Cervoni, abruptly rufhed in, and

lounced the termination of his authority. The

>pe had fcarcely recovered from the (hock of this

itelligence, when Cervoni offered him a national

:kade, which he rejected with dignity ;
and he heard

with fortitude that his Swifs guards were difmiffed,

and republican foldiers placed in their ftead. Purfuing

the
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CHAP, the fame ftyle of mockery, the invaders compelled

J&XIV^ t|le car jinals to perform a grand mafs and Te Deum,

179s - to thank God for events which they could not fail

molt feverely to deplore ; public preachers were em-

ployed to reconcile the people to the change, and to

argue from Scripture that, as difciples of reafon and

votaries of religion, they were bound to fubmit to

whatever form of government it had pleafed Pro-

vidence to fet over them.

While thus the French were difgracing every

principle of humanity, reafon, and religion, their

decrepid victim perfevered in a tranquil courfe of

dignified fuffering. He was required to publifh an

edict, afcertaining and confifcating the property of all

foreigners at war with France, but nobly refufed; and

when, after his depofition, his treafurer was compelled

to iffue a decree to that effect, he began it by a de-

claration that it was made only in obedience to a

fuperior power. The French having alfo afked of the

pope an account of the treafury of Loretto, which

had been removed before the peace of Tolentino, he

replied by referring to their own commiflaries and

generals; who were not content with taking from him

the treafures of that fhrine, but even his own tiara,

and contributions from all the nobility had been

requifite to fatisfy their demands.

Whether retained by force, deluded by promifes,

or rendered inert by age, the pope remained, after

the abrogation of his authority, a prifoner in his own
'

palace.

i
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palace. The French firft feized on it as barracks, CHAP.
XXIV.

and in lefs than a week confined him to his own, X_J>

rooms, putting the feal of confifcation on all his i7i)3.

effects. Even the furniture of his apartments was at

length contemplated with a greedy eye, and

the unfortunate pontiff was removed from

Rome to Sienna, where he was received with con-

folatory fympathy by the Auguftine monks, and

lodged in their convent *.

On taking poffeflion of the gates of the city, the

French difplayed a thorough contempt of their

promifes to refpecl propertyj by entering the houfes

* The remaining hiftory of Pius VI. exhibits only a continuation

of meannefs and unprofitable cruelty in his perfecutors. The

executive directory, in their meffage to the councils announcing the

late events (6th March), not only defcanted on the fuppofed offences

committed by Rome againrt France, but, in the favourite ftyle of

Lareveillere, declaimed againft the pontifical throne, and recapitu-

lated the crimes of numerous popes, which the unoffending

Pius VI. was doomed to expiate. He was removed, according to

the caprice or policy of his perfecutors, at all hours in the night

and day, to many cities in Italy, where he was exhibited in chains,

and at length confined in a fortrefs at the top of the Alps, where,

under the old French government, it was fometimes cuftomary to

fend regiments by way of punifliment. In the courfe of the

enfuing year it was deemed neceflary to remove him to Valence,

where he terminated his days amid the horrors of neglect and in-

fult. The directory forbade all marks of refpecl: at his funeral
j
but

Buonaparte, after his accefiion to fupreme power, mod whimfically

raifed a monument to the memory of him who owed all his mifery

to the perfidy of his brother and the brutality of his bofom friend

Berthier.

VOL. II. B B of
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CHAP, of all who held employments, extorting prefents, and

.
y

'_) putting feals on every thing they deemed proper for

1798. confutation. The Vatican and Quirinal palaces were

confidered as mines of treafure ;
and after the de-

parture of his holinefs, the company of brokers who

followed the army were permitted to purchafe on

their own terms whatever they,chofe, and the Jews

refident in Rome were called in to bargain for the

remainder. The moft coftly and valuable articles,

the moft beautiful paintings and incomparable tape-

dry, were thus difpofed of at a bafe price, and the

Vatican was entirely ftripped, from the moil precious

furniture of the ftate chambers to the moft trifling

utenfil in the kitchen
; nothing efcaped the rapacity

of the republicans but the frefco pictures of Raffaelle,

which being painted on the walls could not eafily be

transferred upon canvas ;
and left fome fecret chamber

in this immenfe building mould conceal treafures

from their fearch, they broke through the partitions

in feveraljDarts of each room. The palaces at Monte

Gavallo, Terracina, and Caftel Gondolfo, underwent

the fame fate ; the facerdotal veftments and fhrine

of the Siftine, Pauline, and other pontifical chapels,

were burnt for the fake of the gold and filver con-

tained in the embroidery ; the Vatican library was

plundered ;
and the pope's private collection of books

fold to a bookfeller for nine hundred pounds fterling.

The principal confifcations were the property of

the pope, his two nephews prince and cardinal Brafchi,

the
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the cardinals York and Albani, and prince Albani: CHAP.
XXIV.

but even if the French doctrine be admitted that

effects of thefe individuals were juftly forfeited as

having been illegally acquired from the people, it

exceeds the art of fophiitry to prove that the French

had any right to claim the benefit of the confifcation.

The property of other noblemen, who, by with-

drawing, were confidered as emigrants, fhared the

fame fate
;
and nothing could excite more regret, or

exhibit in a more deteflable view the profligate

Vandalifm of an army attended by a corps offavans,

than the deflruction of the Villa Albani, a place

which, for fituation, elegance, erudition of antiquity,

and exquifite works of art, was without a rival. The

palace was nearly razed to the ground, and its villa

rendered a fcene of military defolation. Every ftatue,

every buft, every column, every chimney-piece, every

piece of marble that ferved for ornament or ufe, was

torn from its fituation, and either fent to Paris or

made the perquifite of certain agents employed by
the directory to fee that there might be nothing

wanting to the entire completion ofits ruin : even the

fhrubs in the gardens were rooted up and fold.

Eefides the plunder derived from thefe direct

robberies, the French had recourfe to their accuftomed

means of forced loans and contributions, for the

raifing of which the confuls appointed under the new

;overnment had an unlimited authority to tax the

jofTeffors of money. Private property was thus

B B 2 placed
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CHAP, placed entirely at the mercy of the invaders, who
'

, compelled tradefmen and artifls to part with every

article of value in their poffeflion, including not only

their flock in trade and fmifhed works, but even

their knives, forks, fpoons, and every thing which

contained any portion of gold or filver. The agents

of government enriched themfelves by every kind of

peculation; they even defcended fo low as to beg,

under the pretence of praifmg them, valuable articles*

which the owners were obliged to facrifke with a

good grace, from a convi&ion that the hand of power
would otherwife wreft from them that which they

had retained, and that they mould at the fame time

be expofed to the implacable enmity of guilty

meannefs. The arts of extortion were finally prac-

tifed to fuch barbarous excefs, that gold and filver

being exhaufled, and the fhopkeepers drained of all

their flock, which was exported, the copper money
was feized to complete the ballafting of mips, copper

kitchen furniture was called in, a coloflal bronze

ftatue of pope Cornni was melted to fupply a bafe

coin for circulation, and aflignats were iffued even fo

low as a penny fterling.

In all their proceedings the French mewed an

unprincipled eagerneis for plunder : a grand funeral

was celebrated in honour of general Duphot ;

23d Feb.
*

, \
and while the people crowded to the piazza

of St. Peter, which was chofen for the fcene, parties

of Frenchmen plundered every church in the city of

its



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 373

its plate, not even excepting thofe belonging to Spain CHAP.

and the emperor. In a few days afterwards, Berthier <

^__L>

was recalled to attend Buonaparte in a new expe-

dition. The inferior officers had been nearly fix

months without pay, and forefaw that if the military

chert:, with all the plunder it contained, was removed,

they would, in all probability, be never fatisfied
; they

therefore affembled at the Pantheon, and peremptorily

demanded that their pay mould be iffued in twenty-

four hours. It feems that, if their requefl had been

refufed, they had a defign of making common caufe

with the people of Rome, fince they added a demand

that the various effects
" ftolen under different pre-

tences from houfes and churches belonging to foreign

powers with whom France was at peace fliould be

replaced, and required vengeance for the rapine com-

mitted in Rome by dignified monfters and corrupt

adminiflrators of devaftation, who were night and

day plunged in luxury and debauchery." The next

lay they invited all perfons who had been wronged to

;ive
an account at the Pantheon of what they had

loft, in filver, houfehold furniture, effects, jewels, and

horfes, with or without receipts, and what had been

:en or extorted as contributions. This fpirit might
lave produced the moil dangerous effects

; but the

fums required by the officers being paid, their public

[pint and love ofjuftice inftantly evaporated.

When this affair was fettled, another caufe of dif-

:ontent arofe in the appointment of Maffena to the

chief
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CHAP, chief command. Although diftinguifhed for talent

__^.Jjand fuccefs, and although he had, according to his

J/^ 8 - own account, led the troops of France a hundred and

eighty times to victory, this officer was, through the

arts of intrigue and jealoufy, rendered fo unpopular,

that, finding his prefence occafioned diflurbances, he

was obliged, after two efforts, to withdraw. The

divifions occafioned by thefe feuds, and probably

fome appeals from the contending parties, infpired the

people of the country with hopes that a vigorous

effort might produce a counter-revolution,

and free them from their oppreffors. In

purfuance of this, indigefted project, and without

cither council or leader, a few defperate men, Romans

and Trafteverini, armed with knives, piftols,
and

iniffiles, attacked two or three guard-houfes in the

Traflevere, and obtaining fome arms and ammunition,

made themfelves maflers of the Ponte Sefto. Their

fuccefs encouraged the partifans of the fame caufe in

Rome, who from their windows mot fome French

foldiers in the ftreets. The French flew to arms, and

drove the infurgents from every pofition ;
but feveral

lives were lofl by wounds inflicted in the dark, without

a poffibility of guefling who had dealt the blow. The

number flain on both fides was computed at a hundred

and
fifty,

or two hundred
;
but the fugitive infurgents

fpread'through the neighbouring towns of Velletri,

Caftello, and Albano, a falfe report of a counter-revo-

lution being effected at Rome, and every Frenchman

put
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put to death. Thefe tidings caufed the ilaughter of H A p.

the few French foldiers in thefe places -,
but the army

from Rome feverely avenged their lofs, by a general

maflacre, by facking the towns, and plundering the

habitations. Cattle, houfehold furniture, implements

of agriculture, and wearing apparel, all were brought

to Rome, and publicly fold. The Trafteverini were

forbidden, under pain of immediate death, to retain

in their poffeilion any fire-arms, fwords, or cutting

weapons; and death and confifcation of property

were denounced as the punifhment of all who mould

attempt by words, printing, writing, fecret meetings,

or falfe notices, to flir up the minds of citizens to recal

the ancient tyranny *, or to revolt by word or deed

againft the republic or its government ;
and all perfons

knowing of fuch treafons and not denouncing them

were to be punifhed equally with the principals.

Berthier's promifes refpeclinglife and property were

thus fhewn to be abfolutely falfe
j
nor had the people

* It is impoffible to read this ferocious law, fubjecting all men

to military execution on flight information, without obferving that,

under the papal government, called, in this bloody edict, the ancient

tyranny, there had fcarcely been, during the whole pontificate of

Pius VL, a fmgle execution. This extreme mildnefs is not in itfelf

laudable ; but, with all its probable faults, the people, who faw their

ftreets flrewed with carcafles and their lives endangered by the

utterance of a word, muft have regretted the bleffings of that lenient

fyftem, and deplored the revolution which enabkd their murderers

to term it a tyranny.

of
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CHAP, of Rome greater caufe to rejoice in. the facrednefs of

his word on the fubiecls of religion and
2d March. J

manners. Immediately on the change or

government, the Chriftian era was difcoy,t;murd, and.

Sunday abolifhed
;
a convent fimilar to the Magdalen-

hofpital in London, called the Con^ertlte^ was dif-

folved, and the houfe made a prifon for fix cardinals.

Tfye Englifh, Scotch, and Irifh eflablifhments were

next fuppreffed : and at length by a procla-
llth May. , ru/r /rmauon from St Cyr, who, miiead or Mailena,

fucceeded Berthier, the remaining monafteries, in

number thirty-four, were diflfolved, their incomes ap-

propriated to the ufe of government, and the inhabit-

ants releafed from their vows. A magnificent inftitu-

tion, called the De Propaganda Fide, founded by Gre-

gory XV. for the purpofe of cultivating languages^

in order to educate fludents from all nations in the

Chriftian religion, was alfo fupprefled and plundered ;

its printing-prefles being fent into France, and the

profeffors, ftudents, and printers, compelled to attend

Buonaparte in a projected expedition.

In all thefe afcs, the bitternefs of inhuman infult

was no lefs difcernible than the eager defire of plun-

der, and the perfecution and ferocity of anti-religious

bigotry. The lodging of cardinals in a houfe dedined

to the reception of penitent proflitutes afforded one

of thefe mflances
j
and another was that of compel-

ling princes and nobles to ferve as privates, in corps

commanded;
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:ommanded by the loweft and bafeft of their late CHAP.
XXIV

dependents *, Such triumphs over fallen greatnefs v^^L,
ire truly chara&eriftic of minds obdurate in guilt, ele- 1798.

yated by fortune, and incapable of virtue.

As fome compenfation to the people for the lofs of

iberty, religion, and property, the French conferred

on them a federation, a conftitution, and a

[acobin club. The firft was a mixture of

oflentation, profanenefs, and pedantry : the confti-

tution, a mere repetition of that abfurd abftracl: of the

inefficient code of France, which had been given to

the people of Venice : and the club, eftabliftied in

the palace of the duke of Altemps, {hewed fuch a

rapid proficiency in the principles of its great parent

at Paris, that fons began to talk of denouncing their

parents ; noyades were recommended, and general re-

folutions pafled againft all members of the prieflhood;

and it was even propofed that all perfons aged above

fixty mould be put to death, as incapable, through
the obftinacy of old age, of renouncing their ancient

prejudices. Thus, in lefs than three months after the

French had poured an army into Rome, to revenge the

death of a iingle man, flain in an infurredion excited,

in contempt of the law of nations, by their own em-

baflador, was that ancient and famous city defpoiled

* Prince Colonna, the duke di Montelibretto, and feveral other

nobleman, were obliged to ferve as common foldiers in a corps of

which the captain was a man who fold tripe and dogs* meat in

the flreets.' Perfonal fervice was afterwards commuted for a fine.

of



378 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAP, of all its regaining wealth, of almoft all the moveable

treafures of art
?
of its elected prince, of its nobility,

Of religion, morals, refpectability, and
profperity.

On every fide ruin and defojation met the eye ; ia

every countenance might be read the dejection of de-

graded worth, or the ferocity of upftart infolence ; no

trace of national fpirit could be found
; drefs, man-

ners, inftitutions, fociety, all were formed in, abject

complaifance to the will of the ferocious invaders
;
while

induftry languifhed, crimes abounded, and public

credit was irretrievably ruined.

Before the new conflitution was put in complete

activity, the Ffench army with their plunder had

quitted Rome. The directory made an effort to

puniih thofe officers who had revolted againft Berthier

and Maflena : but the experiment was found too dan-

gerous ; and, after a momentary confinement in the

caftle of St. Angelo, they were fet at liberty, in com-

pliance with the clamorous felicitations of the troops.

A punifhment was, however, devifed for them, by

ordering them to join in an expedition to be conducted

by Buonaparte : and the city of Rome was garrifoned

by Poles in the French fervice *.

The atrocity of the conduct of the French at Rome
was not at the moment fo clearly explained as to meet

on all hands with merited reprobation. Many men

*
Chiefly from Duppa's Brief Account of the Subverfion of the

Papal Government ; but occasionally from the Hiftoire clu Dire&oirei

E-xecutif, and the Hi (lory of the Campaigns in 1/96.
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were found fufficiently bafe to vindicate alrnoft all CHAP.
XXIV

adls, if crowned with fuccefs ;
and the death of

Duphot, while Frenchmen alone narrated the event,

was confidered as a provocation, if not a juftification.

The downfal of the papal government, by whatever

means effected, excited perhaps lefs fympathy than

that ef any other in Europe : the errors, the oppref-

fions, the tyranny of Rome over the whole Chriftian

world, were remembered with bitternefs; many re-

joiced, through religious antipathy, in the overthrow

of a church which they confidered as idolatrous,

though attended with the immediate triumph of infi-

delity ;
and many faw in thefe events the accomplifli-

ment of prophecies, and the exhibition of figns pro-

mifed in the mod myflical parts ofthe Holy Scriptures.

But the French were, at the fame time, engaged in a

conteft fo manifeflly iniquitous, and fo devoid of any
reafonable pretext, that the fophiftry of their defenders

was filenced, and general horror and indignation

aroufed.

From the earlieft periods of the French revolution,

the projeft of altering the government of Switzerland

had been a favourite with the party which employed,
or was directed by, BrhTot. The ancient alliance of

the cantons with France, the conftant employment of

their beft troops in the fervice of that nation, their

hatred towards the houfes of Auftria and Savoy, the

neutrality obferved during the mod critical periods of

'the war, the forbearance which followed the maflacre

of
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CHAP, of their troops in Auguft, 1792, and treaties folemnly

e^JZl)made and repeatedly ratified., were confiderations in-

1797. fufficient to procure from France a regard to the laws

of juftice, when oppofedby the claims of convenience

or the demands of ambition. Honour, and a fenfe

of the advantages derived from an alliance with

the cantons, had prevented the kings of France from

entertaining views of hoilility ;
but the republicans,

from the beginning of their triumph in Paris, had

ufed every exertion to give activity to their difor-

ganifing doctrines among the peaceable, induftrious,

and inoffenfive people of Helvetia, While fear of in-:

creafmg the number of her enemies rendered prudence

necefiary, France obferved a temporifing conduct j

but even in this interval the agents of that deflru&ive

government had never intermitted the taflc of in-

flaming public difcontent, by defcanting on the in>

perfections in the various governments of the can-

tons, and extolling a fyflem founded on general re-

prefentation, univerfal fuffrage, and the rights of

man. Thefe doctrines were not without profelytes ;

-

and the prefent llate of Europe, leaving France with-

out a continental enemy and Switzerland without an

ally, while a paflage into her territory was opened by
the eftablifhment of the, Cifalpine republic and the

difmemberment of the Valteline, Chiavenna, and

Bormio, from the Grifons, appeared to offer a favour-

able moment for executing the ambitious project in-

herited from Briflbr. " The fyftem of the directory,"

Carnot
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^arnot fays,
" was evidently to found the power of CHAP.

he nation lefs on the aggrandifement of the republic

ian the weaknefs and deftru&ion of its neighbours ;

o fight them one againft the other ; to treat them as

riends fo long as they had occafion; to paralyfe them,

>y exhaufting all the fuccours they could yield ; and

vhen the time was come for crufhing them, to em-

ploy their fertile genius in inventing fufficient pretexts

\JQ praclife the fable of the wolfand the lamb *." In

executing this fcheme, they purpofed to divide the

I members of the Helvetic confederacy, by fomenting

:ommotions, and, by occupying the attention of the

refpe&ive ftates, to prevent their refifting in one firm,

! compact, and united body ;
and then to turn their

whole force againft the canton of Bern, on the con-

queft or fubmiffion of which depended the reduction

!

of all Switzerland.

The firfl open attack on the internal independence

of this country was made in 1796, when the difmif-

fion of Mallet du Pan and the French emigrants was

demanded ;
and the Swifs, in a moment of fatal im-

becility, complied, notwithstanding the humane and

fpirited remonftrances of Mr. Wickham, the Britifh

minifter. In the enfuing year, the directory purfued

their triumph by requiring the difmiffion of Mr.

Wickham himfelf
; pretending that his fole object

to excite plots againft the internal and ex-

* Anfwer to Bailleul, p. 93, Englifti tranflation,

ternal



38* HISTORY 6F FRANCE.

CHAP, ternal fecurity of the French republic. The Britiffi

v?
XI

^J niinifter avoided the difgrace of expulfion by a volun*

1797. tary retreat ;
and thus Switzerland was left to her

fate. In order to perfect the fcheme of exciting di

content, the French fuppreffed their legation, of

which Barthelemy v/as formerly the head, and the

appointment of embafiador ; employing in their flead

fpecial agents to each of the mod important cantons^

under whofe direction popular clubs, literary fo-

cieties, inflammatory publications, and all the ap^

paratus of fedition, were put in action : threats were

denounced againft the magistrates, and formal pro-

tections iflued, rendering them perfonally refponfible

for the fafety of thofe who manifefled revolutionary

principles.

No difpofition to refiftance having been manifefted

in confequence of the former acts of hoftile arrogance

Mengaud,-the French refident at Bafle, in a few days

after Mr. Wickhanvs departure, delivered three noti-.

fications to the Helvetic body. The firft required the

pardon and recal of all perfons who had been banifhed

for revolutionary acts or principles ; the fecond, the

inftant expulfion of all emigrants, prieils, and indi-

viduals condemned to deportation, and the exclufion,

of all ftate criminals, of all members of the legiflative

body, and other Frenchmen profcribed on the i8th

Frudtidor ; the third required all Swifs officers who

had, for their fervices in the French army, been made

chevaliers of St. Louis or of Merit, to defift from

wearing
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ing the decorations or emblems of thofe orders! CHAP.
'^A VT"\ r

:his command alone was complied with, the other w ',

:wo being evaded. The time was, however, arrived, 17<)7.

when the directory confidered it no longer necefTary

to ufe delicacy, or feek for fpecious pretences in jufti-

ication of their proceedings ; they addrefled a mef-

age to Talleyrand *, the minifter for foreign affairs,

requiring him to report, without delay, on a petition,

'rom the inhabitants of the Pays de Yaud, requeiling,

in compliance with ancient treaties, the guaranty of

the French republic to the re-eftablimment of their

rights. The report was inftantly prefented ; and on

the following day the directory ordered a declaration

to be made to the governments of Bern and Friburg,

that they mould be perfonally refponfible for the

afety and property of all inhabitants of the Pays de

Vaud who applied to France for mediation, or the

maintenance or refumption of their ancient rights.

The directory alfo recommended, 'or rather pre-

fcribed, to each of the Swifs dates, the abolition of

their governments, and the eftablifhment of a provi-

(ional regency, until a conftkution mould be framed

on the bafis of univerfal fuffrage and general eligi-

bility.
The partifans of this fcheme confidered their

triumph certain ;
and Ochs, grand tribune and envoy

from Bafle, being fecure of protection, wrote a de-

* This mefiage was Tent the 27th of December, 1797, about the

when the pope was depofcd at Rome.

claniatory
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clamatory letter, full of revolutionary jargon, urgin|

governors of that canton to declare by a form;

1797* decree the emancipation of their fubje&s, the com

cation of primary affemblies, and the eftablifliment

provifional committees. To enforce thefe claims, tl

French had put in motion fifteen thoufand men^ und<

the command of general Menardj who advanced 01

the fide of Baile and Geneva j
a column threatem

the town of Bienne, and two thoufand men from th<

Cifalpine republic attacked the canton of UrL

couraged by the approach of thefe troops, the bor-1

derers of the lake of Zuric manifeiled their defire foil

a revolution
; and the tree of liberty was planted, and

green cockades aflumed as revolutionary badges, in|
the Pays de Vaud. In this emergency, the

fpirit oil

j^qg
Switzerland feemed for a moment to roufe

:|

2d Jan. federal deputies were fent to confult at Bern
j.

a general diet was aifembled at Arau
;

and all

the ftates except Baile renewed the folemri

oath -of confederacy. But at the very moment

of making this appeal to Heaven, the confederacy was

virtually diflblved : Bafle had feparated from the

other ftates ;
Schaffhaufen adopted a revolutionary go*

vernment ;
Zuric and the other ariftocratical cantons

were preparing to admit the new conftitution pre-

fcribed by France ; the double contingent voted at

the diet of Arau did not exceed fix thoufand men ;

Bern, on which the falvation of Switzerland de-

pended*



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 385

pended, being expofed to invafion, was timid and CHAP.
XXIV.

irreiolute. < ^

Having thus divided the confederate dates, the ^s,

French purfued their plan of aggreffion by feizing the

Erguel and the town of Bienne, under pretence of

fucceeding to the rights of the bifhop of Bafle, whofe

territory they had ufurped. Their project of de-

taching the Pays de Vaud from Bern, and erecting it

into a republic under their aufpices, was defended by
La Harpe, in a pamphlet which afterwards formed the

bafis of a-mefTage from the directory to the councils *,

and deduced their right of reparation from events

which occurred about the end of the fifteenth century.

The caflle of Chillon was feized
;
and the

r _ . f,
, - .r lOthJan.

government of Bern,, initead or exerciiing

all their powers of refiftance, loft time in examining

ancient records for documents to refute the flimfy

ftatements of La Harpe, At length, however, they

itrufted to colonel Weifs a force of three thoufand

icn, with authority to quell infurrection and pro-

:laim martial law j
but this commander having been

>rmerly a warm partifan of the French revolution,

lough now fully apprifed of the danger of fraternity

dth that country, preferred conciliatory meafures

id attempts at negotiation to ftrenuous action, and

iftead of exerting his force wrote a declamatory

>amphlet, entitled Reveillez-vous, Suijfes
! His feeble

* On the 6th of February.

VOL. n. c c exertion^
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CHAP, exertions were rendered ftill more ineffeftual by the
XXIV
/

^

'

.fp.mpnrifincr conduct of the government of Bern, and

1793. tne ill-timed remonftrances of the diet of Arau againft

the proclamation of martial law.

While the friends ofgovernment were thus intiml-

j dated, the infurgents formed a provifional affembly

at Laufanne, declared themfelves independent, and

requefled afliftance from Menard, who immediately

difpatched his adjutant-general with a fummons to

Weifs, ordering him to evacuate the diftrift.

The adjutant, accompanied by two French

huifars and two native dragoons, pafling through the

village of Thierens at midnight and without a trum-

pet, were challenged by the Swifs patroles, and, inftead

of anfwering, commenced an affray, in the courfe of

which the fentinels were wounded, and one of the

French huflars killed. This event, like the death of

Duphot, was converted into an unpardonable ag-

greflion : the canton of Bern vainly protefted and

offered fatisfaftion ;
the French would not Men to

terms, but, inundating the Pays de Vaud with troops,

declared it an independent republic under their pro-

tection. Amid fluctuating counfels, and gloomy
intervals of dejection and defpondency, illuminated

only by tranfitory flafhes of courage and public fpirit,

the government of Bern faw their legal authority

flipping from their grafp. The avoyer Steiguer,

general d'Erlach, and a few exalted patriots, exhorted

them ineffectually to take meafures of greater vigour

and
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and more energetic decifion ; they hoped to conciliate CHAP.

France by partially adopting the plans of reform
"

gefted by the directory ;
and the fovereign council

weakened the ancient fabric of their venerable con-

ftitution, by convening fifty delegates to give advice

in the prefent emergency and aflift in

mi r r ^d Feb.

modelling the government. Iheie new ai-

fiftants appointed a committee to frame within a year

improvements in the conflitution conformable to the

fpirit of the times ; but the people received the decree

with indifference, the revolutionists were not fatisfied,

and government loft all refpect by being confidered

only as a provisional committee. Bern foon after-

wards relinquifhed its claims on the Pays de Vaud,

and made overtures of conciliation to the directory

and to Mengaud ;
but a peremptory meffage informed

them that the proceedings of France had no other

object than to overthrow a vicious and corrupt

government, and fubftitute one more conformable to

iofe of the Cifalpine and French republics, fuch a

leafure being neceflary to their fafety and tranquillity ;

ind required the eftablifhment of a provifional

mncil, from which all the old magiftrates mould be

;cluded. The government difpatched a mifTion to

general Brune, who had fucceeded Menard in com-

iding the French forces, deprecating the inter-

irence of a foreign power, and foliciting permiffion

to make only a partial reform ; and the
loth.

general, expefting either inftructions or re-

c c a inforcernents^
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CHAP,
inforcements, confented to an arrniftice of fourteen

.X/vl v .

v ^ -/ days.
J79S. jn ^5 awfui interval, great flruggles were main-

tained by the two parties in Bern : a proportion for a

temporary di&atorfhip to be exercifed by the avoyer

Steiguer and four others, which alone could fave the

country, was rejeded ; but as the clofe of the arrniftice

approached and the defigns of France we ; e better

underftood, a greater portion of public fpirit
was

manifefted, the reprefentations of Steigue, and general

Erlach were attended with greater effect, twenty

tho'ufand militia were inrolled, and religious ardour

blended itfelf with the feelings of pa.riotjfm. Great

numbers who deferted from the Pays de Vaud were

incorporated in a regiment called the Faithful Legion ;

the forces of Soleure and Friburg ranged themfelves

under the ftandard of Bern
;
and the command was

entrufled to -general Erlach, lord of Hindelbank and

member of the fovereign council, a veteran diftin-

guiflied for fkill and courage, and who had attained a

high rank in the fervice of the king of France. Ac-

companied by eighty officers, he repaired to the fove-

reign council, and, by his animated remon

{trances, procured unlimited powers, which he

prepared to ufe for the benefit of his country. The

combined forces under his command amounted to

twenty thoufand, judicioufly ported, well acquainted

with the country, and eager to defend it. They were

oppofed by forty thoufand French
j
but the ftate of

their
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their feelings, and the nature of their caufe, precluded CHAP.
XXIV

from cheir minds every doubt refpe&ing the ultimate
L__^_L>

event. Erlach had made mafterly difpofitions for an 179&.

attack, and the whole country was ready to rife in

his favour on the firft appearance of fuccefs, when, to

his infinite mortification and aftonimment, orders

arrived from Bern revoking his full powers, and

commanding him to fufpend hoftilities, as a negotia-

tion was opened with general Brune. This fatal

tergiverfation was owing to the fears of the temporifmg

party and the intrigues of the French faction, who
feized the moment of Erlach's departure to renew

their machinations. Brune fent an adjutant
. 27th.

announcing the receipt of full inftrudions

from Paris, and requiring the government to fend

deputies to adjuft an immediate accommodation : his

requeft was complied with, and his ultimatum was

communicated to the council. He demanded the

abdication of the magiftrates, the eftablimment of a

provifional regency, the formation of a new conftitu-

tion on the bafis of liberty and equality, and the re-

eafe of all perfons arrefted for political opinions ; the

oops of Bern and the contingents were to be dif-

miffed
; and on the fulfilment of thefe conditions the

French army would quit the territory of Switzerland,

nd never re-enter it, unlefsfummoned by the newgovern-
',:/. After communicating thefe propofals, Brune

d Mengaud infulted the government with which

ey pretended to treat, and ftrove to excite dif-

aftectiou
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CHAP, affection among the people by proclamations of the

^XiV
L)
m fl infidious tendency ; but although the terms of

1798. the ultimatum fpread indignation among all ranks,

and the clamour of the people extorted from the

council an order for general Erlach to execute his

plan of attack, the party of traitors had fufficient

influence to procure the adoption of conciliatory

expedients, and even a partial acceffion to the pro-*

pofals of Brune. But thefe proffers, which demon-

ftrated weaknefs, could not fatisfy the ambition of

France ; the general, refufing to treat on any terms

ihort of abfolute fubmiffion, threatened to vifit the

government at Bern with fome huffars and chaifeurs^

and fought to animate his troops and difpirit and

divide the people by a new proclamation, full of

invectives againfl the magiftracy of the canton and

the government of Great Britain,

Brune did not venture on thefe meafures till aflured

by his agents that the military force collected againft

him was rather nominally than really formidable.

During Erlach's late journey to Bern, the friends of

France had excited infubordination and jealoufy among
the troops, by averting that the government and their

officers were in a compact to betray them
; a charge

utterly falfe, but to which the
preceding and fubfe-

quent conduct of their rulers gave great appearance

of probability. Erlach had, with
difficulty, fucceeded

itt compolmg thefe tumults, and animated his troops

>y announcing his renewed powers to execute his

original
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original plan of attack, when the feeble government CHAP.

of Bern countermanded the order, and opened a new J; _Jj

conference with Brune. The foldiers, many of whom 1798.

had actually marched to the attack, burnt with indig-

nation ; they confidered the reports propagated by
the French as undeniably proved ; great numbers

quitted their ftandards
; and Erlach, obliged to act on

the defenfive, awaited wuh folicitude the event of the

negotiations. Even the account of that event, through

negligence or treachery, was withheld ; and when

Brune, after rejecting the ultimatum of the council,

advanced to the gates of Friburg, and furprifed the

important pofls of Lengnau and Grange, the generals

were without concert, the officers knew not whom to

obey, and Erlach only learned the renewal of hoftilitie$

by the defeat of his right and left wings.

Thefe events were produced by extraor-
,. V, i n cc i

dinary circumitances. General Grattenreid,

who commanded the right of the Swifs flationed at

Buren, expecting to be attacked on the expiration of

the armiftice, made difpofitions for defence ; when an

jeflafette arrived from the French general Schawem-

-bourg, with information that plenipotentiaries from

the cantons of Bern, Soleure, and Friburg, were

arranging an accommodation with general Brune.

Graffenreid, believing the intelligence, ordered his

fubordinate officers at Lengnau and Grange to abflain

from hoftilities ; but a council of officers at the latter

place, fufpecting deceit, confidered it moil prudent,

even
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CHAP, even if negotiations were renewed, not to place implicit

^^ confidence in French faith, but to remain under arms.

179S. While they were debating on this fubjeft, a French

officer taken near the advanced pofts was brought in,

and declared that general Schawembourg had dif-

patched him to the poft of St. Jofeph, to prevent an

attack which the French commander in that quarter

was inftru&ed to make at break of day ; negotiations

having been renewed with the three cantons, and an

armiftice concluded. The Swifs generals, duped by

thefe accounts, ordered their troops^ who were fatigued

with eight days' inceflant duty, into their can-

tonments ;
and between three and four o'clock

in the morning the French attacked their whole line

from Dornec to Friburg, carried the poft of Lengnau

by furprife, and marched rapidly towards Grange*

&t this place, however, general Gibelin, who had

been roufed by the roar of the cannon at Lengnau,

made, with twelve hundred men, an obftinate refiftance

againft feveral thoufands ; but, after a conflict of fix

hours, was obliged to retreat, leaving the French at

liberty to advance to Soleure.

Schawembourg fummoned this town in terms of

uncommon infolence and ferocity, threatening, if the

fmalleft refiftance was made, to ftrike off the heads of

all the members of government, and, unlefs the .town

furrendered in half an hour, to reduce it to afhes,-and

put the garrifon to the fword. While the magiftrates

hefitated on this barbarian fummons, two pretended

couriers,
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couriers, difguifed in the livery of Bern, gallopped to CHAP.

the gates, and being admitted, publicly proclaimed , ^
:

that Bern had furrendered to Brune : the alarm i7i$.

became general ;
twelve hundred men, who were pre-

paring to join Gibelin, difperfed ; the French faction

gained the afcendancy ;
and Soleure capitulated*. On

receiving intelligence of thefe events, Erlach con-

centrated his forces and haftened towards the capital ;

but every paflion and every prejudice contributed to

the definition of fubordination, and rendered his

followers furious. Printed papers were profufely

* On the enfuing day, the French demqlifhed the famous

offuary of Morat, and the directory thought the event of fufficient

importance to be communicated to the council of five hundred.

" In the evening," they faid,
" the Bernefe evacuated Morat, a town

famous for the battle gained over the Burgundians in 1476, and for

the manner in which the bones of the vanquifhed were preferved.

A trophy fo infulting to the French nation could not fail to be de-

ftroyed j and, what is very remarkable, it was deftroyed by the

ilion of the Cote d'Or, on the very day which was the anniverfary

battle of Morat. A tree of liberty was immediately planted

the place of this monument, which the oligarchies pointed out

rehand as deftined to become a fecond time the tomb of the

ich," MefFage from the executive directory to the council of

hundred, March I3th. But this coincidence of circumftances

fabricated for the event, as the battle of Morat was not on the

>fMarch, but on the 22d of June. According alfo to the French

mts, the colours taken from the duke of Burgundy, at the

ties of Morat and Vancy, were found in the arfenal of Solcure,

fent to Paris.

diflributed,
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CHAP, dlftributed *, accufing the officers of treachery ; an<J

<-^
n
L> tne troops, agitated with alarm and enraged at the

178. unprecedented circumftance of retiring in their own

territory before a foreign enemy, committed all the

exceffes to which extravagant fufpicion and hafty i

repentance gave birth. . They mutinied, woundecw

and threatened to maffacre their commanders, de*l

xnanded new leaders, broke their officers and re-eleclecjj

them, murdered two colonels, Stettler and Ryhiner,J

and then, flruck with remorfe, returned to their dutyM
The militia, and large bodies of peafantry whom the

condition of their country had caufed to arTemblejJ

refufed to act with a body fo diforganifed ; and ErlaclJ

fupported only by the left wing, who maintained al;

ftate of fullen obedience, occupied the ftrong polls on|

Neunec, Laupen, and Gummenen,

In the midfl of thefe dreadful events, the

French party gained a total afcendancy at

Bern ;
the populace tumultuoufly feized the arfenal,

abolimed the government, and eltablifhed a new pror

vifional regency, excluding thofe perfons to whom
Brune had previoufly objected. Thefe changes were

notified to the French general, and the new govern-

ment offered to diiband their army, provided he

* Danican afferts that the French agents, taking the advantage

of a high wind, threw many of thefe papers from the top of a

(leeple into the Berncfe camp ; Caffandre, p. 87 ; and Mallet du

Pan declares, that above two thoufand Bernefe foldiers received

fimilar notes, dating the perfidy of general Erlach.

would
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mid quit the ports he had occupied ;
but Brune re- CHAP.

YYry
jecled the proportion, and required the admiflion of a L ^^
French garrifon into Bern. This demand was too 1798.

infulting even for the new government, nor had they

fufficient audacity to brave the fury of the people by

furrendering the capital to the French commanders,

whofe perfidy they could no longer afFecl to miftake ;

they therefore iflued orders for a general attack. At

the clofe of this fatal day, the venerable avoyer

Steiguer folemnly depofed the infignia of his office,

and, accompanied by his brother and family, haftened

to Frauenbrunnen, where he joined general Erlach.

Before this vigorous order was iflued, the public

fpirit, which alone could have given due effect to its

execution, had been trifled away. The army of Bern

was reduced to fourteen thoufand men, in a flate of

infubordination, weaknefs, and irritation againft their

>fficers, while the contingents ftill flood aloof. Erlach,

>ugh apprifed of the difficulties and danger of his

tuation, prepared with this incompetent force to

ijl forty thoufand Frenchmen
;
and although he

iticipated certain death or difhonour, never loft his

refence of mind, but made the moft fkilful difpo-

tions, and performed the duties both of general and

>ldier.

At one in the morning, general Rampon
attacked Laupen, Neunec, and Gumineuen,

where, after a long conteft, he was repulfed ;
and

general Graffenrcid, having driven him with great

lofs
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CHAP, lofs beyond the valley of Neunec, was rapidly ad-

*--^*_Lj
vancmg to Friburg, when his career was arrefled by a

1798,
command to fufpend hoftilities, as Bern was in pof-

feflion of the invaders. The capture of the capital

was preceded by a total defeat of the main army

under Erlach, who, with only feven thoufand men,

withftood the repeated afiaults of Schawembourg at

the head of eighteen thoufand. The avoyer Steiguer

fought in the ranks, and, by his exhortations and

example, animated the troops to deeds of valour

worthy their anceflors. The pofl of Fruenbennen

being forced, and Erlach, after being defeated in four

defperate engagements by fuperior numbers, having

been a fifth time vanquimed under the walls of Bern,

the French entered the city, and planted the fatal

emblem of their atrocities, mifcalled the tree of

liberty. The fury of the populace in Bern was re

ilrained by the prefence of an armed force ;
but t

broken remains of the retreating army committed t

mod horrid exceffes, aflafTmated feveral officers, and

the two adjutant-generals Kroufaz and Gumoens.

Through thefe frantic hordes of difbanded foldiery

Steiguer and Erlach were haflening towards the

mountains of Hafli and Oberland,where the borders of

the lake of Thun offered an impregnable retreat, and

whither had been conveyed large quantities of artns

and ammunition, thirty pieces of artillery, and a con-

- fiderable treafure. The venerable avoyer, in difguife

and led by a peafant, pafled unknown through crowds

of

E

I
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of his enraged countrymen, and along roads infefted CHAP.

with the light troops of the enemy, and reached the^I ^
lake of Thun after a walk of five leagues : repofing

179S.

himfelf for a mort time on the trunk of a tree, he

crofled mount Bruniz into the canton of Under-

walden, and found a refuge at Bregentz, in the Au-

ftrian territories *.

Erlach, after miraculoufly efcaping from the re-

peated aifaults of the enemy, .was haftening towards

the mountains of Oberland, undaunted by defeat,

2nd infpired with hopes of collecting his mattered

forces to make another effort. Reccgnifed by fome

ftraggling foldiers near Mufingen, upon the high road

between Bern and Thun, he was feized, bound, and

placed in a cart, with an intention of conveying him

to the capital ;
but another defperate band aflaulted

him, and, amidft reproaches and execrations, maflacred

him with their bayonets and hatchets.

The French generals acknowledge that the Swifs

fought with unparalleled bravery, and that the fub-

jedtion of Bern was the confequence of a moft bloody

contefl, in which the militia, levied in a mafs and

:hout experience, gave the ftrongeft proofs of

tge and defpair.
"
Many of thofe brave people,"

id the French officer who delivered the Swifs

.dards to the directory,
" without any arms but

* This venerable and intrepid patriot did not long furvive the fall

lis country ; he died at Auglburg, in December, 1799, ased 7-

fcythes
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CftA*. fcythes and clubs, placing themfelves at the mouths

c^*^, of the cannon, were moved down with grape-mot,

171J8. and rejected the quarter which was offered them

from humanity." One glorious effort of magnanimity

furpafies the memorable facrifice of the Spartans at

Thermopylae. Eight hundred youths devoted them-

felves to death : overpowered by numbers, they re-

fufed quarter ; feven, who efcaped the firfl carnage,

difdained to furvive their brothers in arms, and,

rufhing into the ranks of their enemy, perifhed under

the ruins of their country. In thefe bloody conflicts,

not only the men difplayed unparalleled bravery, but

even women rulhed into the heat of the battle, threw

themfelves on the cannon of the enemy, and clung to

the wheels to prevent them from advancing.

Although the directory had declared war againfl

Bern alone, yet, when they had confummated the

conqueft of that canton, and plundered it with their

afual rapacity, their army proceeded to reduce the

whole of Switzerland, under pretence of offering to

the people a conftitution founded on the Parifian

model. Bafle had previoufly feparated from the

ancient confederacy ; Zurich, Soleure, Friburg, and

Schaffhaufen, accepted the proffered code; and

Lucerne, after fome flight oppofition, was compelled

to fubmit. Five of the little cantons alone maintained

a momentary flruggle, and compelled Schawembourg
to conclude a treaty, by which he engaged not to

interfere with their government. The example of

freedom
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freedom maintained by military force againft their CHA*.

invafion was, however, too dangerous to be endured L . Y^

by France
;
the general, without fcruple, violated his 1798.

compact, and infifled that all the cantons mould take

the civic oath. Uri, Zug, and Glarusv complied ; but

Schweitz and Underwalden fent deputies who ap-

pealed to the treaty. Schawembourg received them

with infult and indignity, and returned the following
>

anfwer :
"
You, as well as the other cantons, muft

take the oath
; and you muft further give up to us,

alive or dead, nine of your principal leaders, and

among them three of your clergy. Many hundreds

I

more fhall fhare the fame fate. The confequences of

your obftinacy mail be held out as an example to the

whole world." Intimidated by this threat, Schweitz

and the upper diftricl: of Underwalden complied with

the injunction : but the mefl'age of the Swifs directory

having been read to a general aflembly of the lower

diftrict, excited indignation and horror
;

and they

limoufly refolved to be buried in the ruins of their

mtry rather than furrender their fellow-citizens in

iifhonourable a manner. About fifteen hundred

>k up arms, and, without the fmalleft hope of

:ign afliftance, prepared to refift the whole force

the French, and to die rather than furvive their

spiring liberty. Having intrenched themfelves on

the borders of the lake and at the entrance of the

valley of Stantz, with their women and children, they

firmly
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CHAP, firmly awaited the attack. The French advanced to
~v~y T\J

t__^__,the
affault in feparate columns; fome croffing the lake

1798. fn armed veffels, and others marching over the

mountains.

On the 3d of September, hoililities com-

menced ;
the invaders were repulfed in different

onfets, and two veffels being funk, with five

hundred men, the French were intimidated,

and refufed to proceed, until a party, encouraged by

the promifes and urged by the threats of Schawem-

bourg, difembarked, and forced the intrenchments.

At the fame time two other columns landed at

different points, and the corps, ruming from the

mountains, fell upon their rear. The fmall but

heroic band, fhut up in a narrow defile, and furrounded

by a force ten times their number, fuftained the affault

with unparalleled courage.
6f Then began," fays an

eye-witnefs of this defperate conflict,
u the battle and

the carnage. Our ruflic heroes fire on every fide,

fight foot to foot, rum among the enemy's ranks,

flay and are flain. Thefe mountaineers were feen

preffing French officers to death in their nervous

arms ;
old men, women, and children, roufed by the

noble example, and catching the enthufiafm of their

fons, hufbands, and fathers, appeared throwing them-

felves into the mid it of the French battalions, arming

themfelves with clubs, pikes, pieces of mulkets, nay,

the very limbs of the human body, ftrewing the

ground
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ground with carcafes, and falling with the fatisfa&icn c ^*/
f having fought to maintain their native land free/'

from a foreign yoke/'

The French, exafperatecl with this incredible re-

fiflance, put to the fword not only their opponents

on the field of battle, but involved all whom they

met in indifcriminate flaughter, and the valley from

one end to the other became a prey to pillage, flames,

and carnage. Two hundred natives of Schweitz,

hearing the cannonade, were afliamed of having
deferted their brethren

;
and haftily arming themfelves>

forced the pod which the French had eftablifhed at

Brunnen, and towards the end of the day approaching

Stantz, faw the conflagration which fhewed the fatal

event of the a&ion. They devoted themfelves to

revenge the fate of their countrymen, and, after exter-

minating above 'fix hundred of their enemies, fell on

the field of battle.

This was the lafl conflict of expiring liberty in

Switzerland
; and, if report may be believed, even the

rocious monfters who compofed the executive di-

tory did not receive the account of the ills they had

rcafioned, without fhedding tears of remorfe. A
reaty was concluded between the two countries, in

tue of which, Geneva, Mulhaufen, Bienne, and

ie bifhopric of Bafle, were annexed to France
;

the

imainder of the country, except the Grifons, wa$

lodelled into a republic one and indivifible, forming

eighteen departments. The French gained, befides,

VOL. ii. D D many
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CHAP, many advantages, particularly that of a military and

^
'

\ commercial road through the country into the fouth

i/98. of Germany.
Such was the conflict in which France fucceeded in

defiance of every principle of honour, humanity, and

juflice, and in fhameful violation of that principle of

liberty for which deludedFrenchmen were taught to be-

lieve that their ownblood was poured out. The degrad-

ed councils received with applaufe the boaflful rhodo-

montades of the directory, decreed that their dif-

graced army had deferved well of the country, and

difplayed among their military trophies the flandards

wrefled from the brave defenders of their native

freedom. " O impious war !" Carnot exclaims,
" in

which the directory feem to have had no other object

than to know how many victims they could facrifice

to their caprice, from among the free, the poor, and

the moft virtuous part of mankind ; to aflaflinate

liberty in her native foil, and to punifh the mountains

of Helvetia for having given her birth. Worthy
rivals of Grifler, the triumvirs were determined to

exterminate the race of William Tell, and by them

was the tyrant to be avenged. The heads of the

democratic families were offered up to his manes ;

they died defending the frontiers of their little ter-

ritory, and refitting the violation of their own homes.

Their affrighted Hocks fled to the deferts
;
the glaciers

refounded with the" cries of orphans perifhing with

hunger j
and the fources of the Rhine, the Rhone,

and
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and the Adda, bore the tears of difconfolate and CHAP.
"v ^"T\y

defpairing widows to the mod diflant feas !
*"

i_^Zl
1798.

* In this narrative I have confulted the hiftories, and Hiftoire de

laDeftru&ion des Republiques democratiques de Schwitz, Uri, et

Underwalden, par Henri Zfchokke
j but I have principally followed,

and not unfrequently borrowed the very words of, Mr. Coxe, in his in-

troduction and notes to the fourth edition of his valuable Travels in

Switzerland. He has derived his information on the events here

related from the official documents published by the French govern-

ment j Bulletin Helvetique for 1 798, publimed at Laufanne ;

Leonard Meifter ueber den gang der politifchen Bewegungen in der

Schweiz; PofTett's Neuefte Weltkunde for 1798 ;
and Gefchichte

der Helvetifchen Revolution, in his Europaifche Annalen for 1798,

ift, 3d, and ijth numbers; Helvetifcher Revolutions Almanack for

.1799 j Hamburgh Politifches Journal, which contains many curious

particulars relating to the fubjection of Switzerland, Part I. for

17985 Danican, Conquete de la Suifle par le General Brune, in

Caflandre, ou quelques Reflexions fur la Revolution Fran9oife et

la Situation a&uelle de 1'Europe, chapitre deux
j
Mallet da Pan,

Eflai Hiftorique fur la Deftru6\ion de la Ligue et de la Liberte

Helvetiques, Mercure Britannlque, No. i, 2, 3.; Coup-d'oeil

Politique fur le Continent, chapitre fept. ; Diflblution of the Swifs

Confederacy, in Planta's excellent Hiftory of the Helvetic Con-

federacy, vol. II. chap. x.

33 D 2 CHAP.
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CHAP. XXV.

powerfurArmament equipped under Pretence of in-

fading England Egypt its real Destination Buona-

parte Commander Views of this General and of

Government Buonaparte*s Proclamation He fails

from Toulon Captures Malta "The French purfued

by an Englifh Fleet Buonaparte appears off Alex-

andria Lands at Marabou Storm and Majfacre at

Alexandria Buonaparte
9

s Proclamation He fets out

for Cairo Skirmifh at Rahmanie and at Chebreiffe

Hard/trips of the Army Battle of the Pyramids

Buonaparte enters Cairo -EJtabliJhes a provifional

Government-r-Further Proceedings ofNelfon Battle of

Aboukir Englifh Expeditions againft Havre and

Ojiend The French defeated in an Attack on St.

Marcou land in Ireland tfeir momentary Succefs

andfinal Capture Several Ships taken
Jyy

Sir John

Borlafe Warren Affairs of the Interior Prepare
tions for the new Eieclions many of 'which are de-

clared <void-Treilhard chofen Director inftead of

Francois de Neufchateau Large Supplies voted

Rapacity of the DireftoryFruftidorifation of the

Cifalpine and Batavian Republics Conduft of the

Direclory towards Portugal the Hans Towns and

America
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America Effects of the Viftory at Aboukir Conduft

of the Grand Signor Reception of Nelfon at Naples

InfurreElion at Malta Capture of Goza and

Minorca by the Englijh Views of the Directory

Exertions of the King ofNaples He attacks the French

at Rome and enters the City in Triumph The

French dethrone and banifh from his Dominions the

King of Sardinia The Neapolitans expelledfrom Rome

The French purfue them into their own Territories

Take Gaeta and befiege Capua Contributions

levied on Lucca and the Dominions of the King of

Sardinia The King of Naples retires to Palermo

General Mack*s Pojitionfor defence of Capua Infubor-

dination of his Troops State of the French Army

Inglorious Treaty concluded by Prince Pignatelli
>

Loyal Infurreflion of the Lazzaroni Treachery of

Prince Moliterno Attack on Capua The French

enter Naples after a Combat of Jixty Hours Revolu-

tionary Government General Levy of the People under

Cardinal Ruffb.

BEFORE the atrocious and fanguinary tra- 179S ' c
Y
H
Y
A
v'

gedy of the reduction of Switzerland was accom-

plifhed, treachery and ambition had carried into other

parts of the world the hiiferies of French fraternity,

and the horrors of unprovoked aggreflion. While

the uninformed in France, as well as other countries,

were amufed by pretences of a powerful preparation

for the invafion of England, thofe who examined

more

XXV
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CHAP, more confiderately the place and manner of equipping

i

J '

, the armament, were fatisfied that its deftination was

179S. for forne other coaft, and public expectation had

already pointed out that of Egypt. It was no fecret,

that, during the monarchy, many projectors who

hoped to recommend themfelves by fuggefling ex-

tendve enterprifes, had lodged in the offices of different

minifters plans for the fubjugation of Egypt ;
but the

old government, having always fome regard to ap-

pearances, and fome confideration for the lives of the

people, had not ventured to patronife an undertaking

which, by whatever fpecious views of aggrandifement

or advantage it might be recommended, could not be

achieved without the infamy of aiTailing the dominions

of an ancient and unprovoking ally, and the probable

facrifice of a great portion of the army in conquering

a tract of land fituated in an untried climate, where

privations and- difeafes of every kind would thin their

ranks, and make them execrate the fatal ambition of

their rulers. Recent travellers from France had de-

fcribed Egypt in terms widely different from thofe in

which the experience of earlier and more honeil ages

had depicted it ; and the hopes of poffeiTmg a land

replete with means of colonifation and commerce,

combined with that of deflroying the power of Great

Britain in India, were fuppofed fufficient motives with

republican France for the violation of all treaties, and

the oblivion of all rights. Other reafons have alfo

been affigned as influencing the government in this

enterprife,
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enterprife. They had promifed to the army of Italy a CHAP.

milliard
(43,750,0007.) as the recompence of their

4
,

exertions, and their portion of plunder : this engage- 1798.

ment they were neither able nor inclined to perform ;

but the mutiny for pay, which had taken place at

Rome, convinced them that words would not always

fatisfy thefe armed claimants. Buonaparte was in-

truiled with the command of this expedition ; and, in

afluming this ftation, his perfonal ambition to tread

the ground which had been imprefled with the

victorious footfleps of Alexander and Csefar, is faid

to have been fubfervient to the views of the directory,

who hated, feared, and were anxious to deflroy him *.

Probably both the rulers and the general were acting

with refined artifice and duplicity : they hoped to

deprive him of the advantages refulting from the com-

mand of an army which he had led to glory, by

involving that army in a tedious and uncertain expedi-

tion
;
while he, relying on his renown and popularity,

and defirous to avoid perfonally interfering in the

tranfactions which then engaged the attention of all

Europe, accepted the command of the expedition,

though he intended merely to accomplifh the firfl

part of its deflination, and return to France in the

autumn f.

Whatever fagacity might be exerted in conjectures

* See Carnot's anfwer to Bailleul, p. 30, Englifh tranilation.

\ See Copies of Original Letters intercepted, &c. vol. II, No. X.

refpeding
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CHAP, refpefting the deftination of the French fleet, which,
"X3C V

t__^_lj including tranfports, anrounted to upwards of four

1798. hundred fail, nothing certain could be learnt : the

troops fent for embarkation were called the right wing

of the army of England ; but the fquadron being

aflembled in the port of Toulon, and the collection

offavans, of printing-preiTes, and various other imple-

ments of fcience, demonftrated that its deflination

was for fome other land. At length Buona-
4th May. . . r

parte repaired to foulon for the purpoie or

commanding this far-famed and doubtful expedition,

and, as a preparatory meafure, publifhed a kind of

military harangue in form of a proclamation, re-

minding , his foldiers of their numerous victories on

mountains, in plains, and before fortified places, and

that nothing now remained for them to achieve but

maritime conquefts ; they would now, he faid, even

exceed their former exertions for the profperity of

their country, the good ofmankind, and their own glory.

In a fortnight after this publication, the 4

fleet failed, and foon arrived off Malta, the

grand-mafter of which ifland had long been bribed,

and prepared for its furrender. Buonaparte

commenced a farce of provoking hoftilities,

by demanding permiffion to water his fquadron ;
an

Indirect refufal being conveyed, the military were dif-

embarked, and, after two days ofpretended refinance,

a capitulation was figned, yielding the iflands of

Malta, Gozp, and Cumino, to France. Some ridi-

culous
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culous ftipulations were made for obtaining indemnities CH A p.

for the grand-mafler at the congrefs of Raftadt,

for afligning to each of the knights a paltry penfion

of feven hundred livres (307. is/.}. Buonaparte, as

ufual, accommodated the new acquifition with a con-

flitution on the French model, and having

plundered the ifland, again proceeded towards

his final deftination.

No fooner had the French fet fail from Toulon,

than a Britifh fquadron of fourteen fail of the line,

commanded by admiral Nelfon, who had long been

watching their operations, and had been prevented by
various accidents from following or difcovering their

precife track, commenced a vigilant, though

niifdireded, purfuit. After failing in feveral

other enquiries, the brave admiral failed for Malta,

but had the mortification to learn that the French

had been gone four days, and being deflitute of intelli-

gence, he could only purfue the line marked

out by probability ; he examined the harbours

of Alexandria, and was furprifed to find that the

French had not appeared in that quarter ; he next

fhaped his courfe towards the coaft of Caramanea,

and fleering along the fouth ficle of Candia,

reached Sicily, and entered the port of Syra-

cufe to gain intelligence, and to water his fquadron
which had not been fupplied fince thejbeginning of

May. The tidings gained at this place, though vague,

feemed
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CHAP, feemed to afcertain that the French had proceeded

ij^l, towards the coaft of Egypt.

1798. Meanwhile Buonaparte, having quitted Malta with

a brifk wind from the north-eaft, made the

ifland of Candia, arrived in four days off the

coaft of Africa, and on the enfuing evening,

being only two days after Nelfon had quittedJ

appeared with all his force before Alexandria. It

may feem furprifmg that fo large a fleet as that which!

conveyed Buonaparte fhould have efcaped the obferval

tion of the Britifh fquadron both in their paiTage tol

Alexandria and their return to Syracufe ; but in acl

counting for this circumftance it is obferved, that thJ

French fleered from Malta for Candia, by which they

made an angular paflage towards Alexandria, while

Nelfon proceeded directly for that place, without apl

proaching Candia, which considerably fhorcened the

diftance. The fmallnefs of the Britifh fquadron

rendered it necefTary to fail in clofe order, and il

therefore covered only a very limited fpace ; and as

the admiral had no frigates to detach on the look-out,

and a conftant haze prevails in that atmofphere, the

chance of defcrying the French became very much

circumfcribed. The diftance, likewife, between

Candia and the Barbary coaft, being about thirty-five

leagues, leaves ample fpace for two of the largeft

fleets to pafs without mutual obfervation
'

" >

'" "

*

* Authentic Narrative by an Officer of Rank (fir Edward Berry),

p. 15.

Apprehenfive
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Apprehenfive that fortune might yet defert

lim, and the Englifh fleet return to fruflrate

lis operations, Buonaparte haftily effe&ed a landing
1798.

>fabout four thoufand three hundred men at Marabou,

lotwithflanding the height of the furf, and the

ifficulties of the fhore. Although Marabou was only

wo leagues from Alexandria, the French found no

)ppofition from the natives
j

not even a piece of

rtillery was planted for protection. Having fubfe-

uently augmented the number landed to about

wenty-five thoufand, they advanced in platoons

gainft the city, and reached it, unoppofed, except by
few Mamelouks, who, hovering around, cut off

:ragglers, and fought a few flight and partial

drmifhes. The city was garrifoned by about five

lundred unfkilful janifaries, and the remaining in-

labitants in the forts and on the tops of houfes waited

ie attack. It is aflerted that Alexandria was vfum-

moned, but the people anfwered only by yells and

creams of fury, and by a difcharge of artillery and

arbines, and a fhower of flones *
: the French had

not yet landed their ordnance, but the defences of

Alexandria were fo weak as to forbid all fear
; and

from the manner in which the affair is narrated by

perfons not interefted to impart falfe imprefTions, the

fact of any fummons having been made is rendered

* See Relation des Campagnes du General Buonaparte en Egypte

et en Syrie, par Berthier.

extremely
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CHAP, extremely doubtful *
;
and it is even pofitively affirmed, |

,
that the town was not fummoned, in order to found a

pretence for ftorming it, and thus ftriking terror intol

the intended victims ofFrench perfidy and barbarity fj

The Turks, aflailed on every fide by fo large a forcea

made the bed defence which refolution unaided bjl

ta&ics could fupply ;
about a hundred and fifty of thJ

French were killed, and generals Kleber and Menoul

wounded. Seeing the invaders fcaling the ramparts!

and forcing themfelves in on every fide, the Turks!

defifled from an unprofitable refinance, and, betaking!

themfelves to God and their prophet, filled theJ

mofques. The French, with cannibal rage, purfued

men, women, old, young, children at the bread, all

were maflacred, and this toil of depopulation laftecl

four days. Glutted with carnage^ the troops, at

length, defifted
j
and the few inhabitants who remainecl

alive, were exceedingly aftonifhed at finding that thJ

invaders did not cut their throats alfoj.

After this difplay of a thorough difregard of all

laws of humanity, the commander of the French armj;'

proceeded to iflue a proclamation which will
fignalifd

to all ages his contempt of divine inftitutions
; a pro-

clamation defigned undoubtedly as a trick to allure

* See intercepted correfpondence, vol. I. No. I, II, and XIL

f See the fame vol. No. XXI.

J In detailing this diabolical fcene, I have not ventured to alter

the phrafes in which it was narrated by the actors themfelves ; fee

fame vol. pp. i, 13, 19, 136, 150.
/ i

the
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ie confidence of the natives, but which, whenever CHAP.

iewed impartially, mufl fink into the mod degrading ^^L,
:ontempt the character of that military adventurer, 1793.

vho, in a piratical purfuit of plunder, not only com-

nitted the moil unprincipled barbarities, but volun-

arily announced that renunciation of his faith, which,

vhen performed through compulfion, flamps on the

lelinquent the name of renegado, andisjuflly con-

idered as the lafl tefl of a depraved mind devoid of

ntegrity and incapable of honour *. The proclama^

ion, which is faid to have been received by the

niferable furvivors of the maffacre with tranfports of

oy, began by exprefsly denying Jefus Chrift, and

proceeded to affirm that the French adored the Su-

>reme Being, and honoured the prophet Mahomet
,nd his holy Koran. " The French," faid this in-

amous paper,
" are true MufTulrnen. Not long fince

hey marched to Rome, and overthrew the throne of

he pope, who excited the Chriflians againil the pro-

eflbrs of Iflamifm (the mahometan religion) ; and

ifterwards directed their courfe to Malta, and drove

mt the unbelievers, who imagined they were appointed

>y God to make war on the Muffulmen."

Defirous to profit without delay by the difmal tran-

[uillity, and en
c
orced appearance of good-will, pro-

'or fome remarks oh this fubjeft, equally judicious and

, fee Subftance ofthe Speech of the Right Honourable William

/Vindham delivered in the Houfe of Commons, Nov. 4, 1801,

econd edition, p 98. Appendix L,

duced
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CHAP, duced by this combination of cruelty and hypocrify,
"V" V'l/'

t^_

'

j Buonaparte difembarked his artillery, cavalry, and

1798. ammunition, in order to march againft Cairo. In

the interval, he eftablifhed a provincial government,

(till following the abfurd model of France, and at-

tempting to infufe into the minds of the muflulmeiil

the foppery of tri-coloured cockades and
tri-coloureqj

fhawls j
while he difarmed all the people except thql

muftis, imans, and cheiks, and threatened with utter!

deftru&ion all who mould oppofe his progrefs. He

chofe to proceed to Cairo by the defert and DemenJ

hour, leaving the command of Alexandria, where

7th 8th oth great exertions were making to complex
July. the fortifications, to Kleber. In their route

to Demenhour, the French were continually haraffed

by the Arabs, who had filled aip the wells in the de-

fert, in confequence of which the fainting foldiersl

fcprched by a burning fun, could find no refremmentl

and a fmall glafs of muddy water was va-

lued at its weight in gold. After repofmg

two days, and gaining inefficient refrefhments at

Demenhour, the army proceeded for Rahmanie, flill

harafled by the Arabs, who mewed themfelves in con-

fiderable numbers, and even attacked the great guards.

Having profecuted their march from fun-rife till half

pad nine o'clock, three divifions of the French reach-

ed the Nile
; and many foldiers, anxious to allay

their heat and thirfl in its refreihing ftream, plunged

in, drefled as they were : foon, however, they were

compelled
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Compelled to return to their ranks, and refill the at- CHAP.
* xr *v\r

rack of about eight hundred Mamelouks, whom they J^

Jiifperfed
without much difficulty. 1798.

Buonaparte, having reached Rahrnanie, re- 12th and

Imained there two days, to reft and recruit his 13th *

jfoldiers ; while a flotilla, prepared under his direction,

I was entering the Nile, to forward his further opera-

tions. He then purfued his route towards Cairo ;

land at the village of Chebreiffe encountered about

I four thoufand Mamelouks, who aflailed his flotilla

land army, but, after difplaying undaunted courage,

I were obliged to fly before the fuperior tactics of Eu-

ropean troops ; yet they ftill hovered about the army,

haraffing their march, forming ambufcades, and

abufing and killing couriers and other perfons who
fell into their hands. Thus all communication was

intercepted at the diftance of thirty fathoms from the

main army, nor could any intelligence be received

from, or imparted to, the troops at Alexandria. The

I

wants of the army were exceflive ; every village at

which they arrived was deferted, they found neither

man nor bead ; the foldiers lay upon heaps of corri,

yet wanted bread ; meat could not be procured ;
and

their chief fubfiftence was lentils and miferable cakes

made of pounded wheat.

In thefe circumftances, their only hope and con-

folation was that of Hiking their lives in the field; and

they heard with joy that Mourad Bey, at the head of

fix thoufand Mamelouks and a great body of Arabs

and
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CHAP, and Fellahs, was entrenched at the village of Embabc,
XXV.

Og- ca;ro oppofite to Boulac. At two in
* v 2^d
1798. the morning, the French armed quitted

Omm-el-dinar, and having in twelve hours reached

the villages of Ebverach and Boutis, perceived the

Mamelouks approaching. The republicans were fa-

tigued with their long march, *and their opponents,

moving in great numbers, with cavalry clad in glit-

tering armour, made a grand and flriking appear-

ance, while forming on their right on the plain. The

fpot contributed alfo to excite lofty emotions : behind

thdr left were the celebrated pyramids, fo juftly

claffed among the wonders of the world ; behind their

right were the famous river Nile, Cairo, Mokattam,

and the fields of ancient Memphis, where the fortune

of war had fo often changed the fate of empires. The

order of battle was the fame as at Chebreiffe, and the

Mamelouks were again taught the inefficacy of impe-

tuous valouf when oppofed to fcience and difcipline ;

they were repulfed after two or three furious though

almoft harmlefs onfets *, and purfued to Gizeh, while

the entrenchments at Embabe were forced by parts of

the divifions of Bon and Menou, and by Kleber's di-

vifion, led by general Dugua. The bravery difplayed

by the defenders of this pofl renders their defeat truly

lamentable. Fifteen hundred Mamelouk cavalry, and

as many Fellahs, whofe retreat was cut off by detach-

* The French fay, that in the whole encounter they had only

* ten men killed, and about thirty wounded.

ments
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Lents under Marmont and Rampon, took an en- CHAP.

trenched pofition behind a ditch difemboguing itfelf ,

into the Nile
;
and having vainly performed prodigies

of valour, were all facrificed to the fury of the fol-

diery, or drowned in the river ** Forty pieces of

cannon, four hundred camels, and a vaft quantity of

baggage and provifions, were the fpoils of this victory*

The defeated Mamelouks fled in every direction,

while divifions of the French army feized all the pofts

which they judged neceflary to their fafety or further

operations. The next morning, the grandees

of Cairo waited on Buonaparte, profefling

fubmiffion, and requiring protection : the commander

anfwered with his ufual infmcerity, that the wifh of the

French was to remain on terms of friendfhip with the

people of Egypt and the Ottoman Porte
; and that

the manners, ufages* and religion of the country

Ihould be fcrupuloufly refpected. Shortly afterwards

te removed his head-quarters to Cairo, and began to

rganife a provifional government, repugnant in every

irticular to the manners and ufages of the people ;

ippointing a divan in each province* empowered on

appearance of tumult to call in the French troops j

fording no guaranty for the exercife of religion, but

iking efpecial care to appoint intendants, to collect,,

every province, the revenues which formerly be*

* This faft is related in the very words of Berthier> in general

a moft partial and falfe narrator. See Relation, &c. p. 27.

VOL. ii. & E longed

XXV
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CHAP, longed to the Mamelouks, but which were now de*

XXV
JL^Jj clared to be the property of the French republic *.

-I7i)8. Hitherto iuccefs had invariably attended the opera-

tions of Buonaparte \
but no impartial perfon could

conceive that he derived an increafe of military

fame from conflicts with a race whofe intemperate va-

lour only expofed them to more certain deftrudion.

He undoubtedly looked with a longing eye towards that

retreat in the neighbourhood of Paris, or the province

of Burgundy, to which he intended, in two months,

to return and pafs the winter. He was the caufe of

retaining the fleet in a difadvantageous pofition in the

road of Aboukir, for the mere purpofe of enfuring

his own efcape ; while his deluded followers were to

be left to maintain pofieilion of a country, mifrepre-

fented as a Land of Promife, but more truly defcribed

by Buonaparte himfelf, as one abounding in wheat,

rice, pulfe, t

and cattle
;
where barbarifm was at its

height, and where there was not even money enough
to pay the troops, much lefs to reward their extraor-

dinary labours, and gratify their hopes of plunder f.

But the expectation of a retreat, fo fondly cherifhed by
the general, was deliined to meet with an unexpected

difappointment 5
and he was doomed to remain, for

* From Hiftoire-du Dire&oire Executif, and other hiftories;

Relation, &c. par Berthier j and Intercepted Correfpondence.

f Buonaparte's letter to his brother, dated 28th Julj, Inter-
1

cepted Correfpondence, vol. II. p. ioo , and the faofmule pre-

fixed.

fomt
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fome time, chained to that more, where his evil ge*
CHAP.

nius, acting through the medium of a guilty ambition,

'eemed to have led him, and where he could only

hope to maintain himfelf by repeated acts of cruelty

and perfidy*

After taking- in water at Syracufe, admiral
25th July.

Nelfon proceeded in fearch of the French

fquadron, to the coaft of the Morea
;
and at Coron

obtained fuch intelligence as induced him
2gth

to haften back to Alexandria, where he had ift Aug.

the fatisfaction to perceive the harbour crowded with

veffels under the French flag* Animated as evety

heart on board the Britifh fleet was with the hope of

glory, and irritated by the difappointments experienced

in a protracted chace, no proclamation was necefiary

to infpire them with contempt of danger and eager-

hefs to perform their duty. Nor was it poffible for

the commander to feel any anxiety for the fuc*

efs of his operations as far as it was dependent on

e correct under(landing of his fignals; for he had

onflantly maintained the moft friendly intercourfe

ith his officers, and defcribed, in repeated converfa*

ons, the courfe of the manoeuvres he intended to

opt in every fituation in which the encounter could

flibly take place. It was noon when the Britifh

mmander defcried the Pharos of Alexandria j and

ptain Hood having been difpatched in the Zealous,

mmunicated, by a fignal, intelligence that the

French fleet, confiding of fixteen ihips, was lying at

E E 2 anchor
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CHAP, anchor in order of battle, in a bay, which afterwards

proved to be that of Aboukir. Nelfon's fleet confided

of thirteen fhips of feventy-four guns, one fifty,
and

a brig of fixteen: admiral Brueys commanded thirteen

fhips of the line and four frigates ;
the largeil of his

vefTels carrying a hundred and twenty guns, and his

fmalleft thirty-fix. He was moored in a ilrong and

compact line of battle, clofe in with the more, and

protected by numerous gun-boats, and a battery of

cannon and mortars on an ifland in his van.

Admiral Nelfon, having by his preparations and

fignals made a difpofition of his force calculated to fe-

cure and improve the victory, approached the French

fleet, in a clofe line of battle, each Ihip founding as

{he flood in. The pofition of the French fleet pre-

fented the moft formidable obftacles : from their fi-

tuation, they had no manoeuvres to perform ;
but

their attention was confined to their artillery, in the

judicious ufe of which they fo much prided them-

felves, and to which they chiefly afcribed their aftonifh-

ing fucceffes by land. The Britim admiral, who faw

all the advantages the enemy poifeffed, but viewed

them with a feaman's eye, knew that they muft have

room to fwing the length of their cables, and confe-

quently that there would be fpace enough for his fhipa

to anchor between them and the fhore.

The Goliah, commanded by captain Foley, led the

fleet into battle. At a quarter paft fix in the evening

the engagement commenced ; captain Foley doubling

their
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their line, and anchoring alongfide of the fecond CHAP.

fhip in the van, and four other fliips following hist

courfe, took their ftations oppofite the veflels they

were directed to combat. The Vanguard, diftinguifhed

by the flag of admiral Nelfon, next entered the battle:

aware that it was impoflible for the rear of the French

(being to leeward) to afiifl, he redoubled his efforts

to conquer one part before he attacked the reft ; and

anchored without-fide of the enemy's line, who was

thus completely between two fires. The Vanguard
foon difmafted the Spartiate, and obliged her to fur-

Eder

; and the Aquilon yielded to captain Louis, in

Minotaur. The Bellerophon, commanded by
tain Darby, running down the line, dropped

anchor alongfide of the 1'Orient of a hundred and

twenty guns, bearing the flag of the French com*

mander in chief, admiral Brueys. Captain Peyton,

the Defence, followed clofe, and took his ftation,

rith great judgment, a-head of the Minotaur ; he en-

iged the Franklin of eighty guns, which bore the

ig
of contre-admiral Blanquet Du Chelard, fecond in

:ommand. The Majeftic, with the Alexander and

Jwiftfure, which had been prevented aflifting at the

mimencement of the battle, by reconnoitring Alex-

tdria, and afterwards being obliged to alter their

iurfe to avoid the flioal on which the Culloden

id (truck, came into a&ion at eight o'clock, when

irknefs had for fome time enveloped the combatants.

The iaft fhip that entered the conflict was the Leander,

whofe
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CHAP, whofe captain, Thompfon, had loft fome time in vaiu

endeavours to aflift the Gulloden. In the van, four

French fhips had already ftruck their colours to the

Britifh flag ; and the battle raged chiefly in the

centre, where the Franklin, I'Orient, le Tonnant,

and l-'Heureux, were making every exertion to re-

cover the glory loft by their comrades. At nine

o'clock a fire was obferved to have broken out in the

cabin of POrient ;
but although the conflagration foon

raged with dreadful fury, the French admiral fuftained

the honour of his flag with heroic firmnefs, till he

was cut afunder by a cannon-ball : he had before re-

ceived three defperate wounds, but could not be pre-

vailed on to quit his ftation on the arm-cheft. His

captain, Cafa Bianca, fell by his fide. Several of the

officers and men, feeing the impracticability of extin-

guifhing the fire, which had now extended itfelf along

the upper -decks and was flaming up the mafts,

jumped overboard ;
fome fupporting themfelves on

fpars and pieces of wreck, others fwimming with all

their might to efcape the dreaded cataftrophe. Shot

flying in all directions dafhed many of them to

pieces ;
others were picked up by the boats of the

fleet, or dragged into the lower ports of the neareft

fhips: the Britifh failors humanely ftretched forth

their hands to fave a fallen enemy, though the battle

at that moment raged with uncontrolled fury. The

fituation of the Alexander and SwiJtfure was ex-

tremely perilous ;
as the explofion of fuch a fhip as

rQrient
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I'Orient might involve all around in deftru&ion. CHAP.

Captain Hallowell of the Swiftfure, being

windward of the burning (hip, would not remove ;

but captain Ball's Ihip having been twice fet on fire by
the flames of I'Orient, he was obliged to take a more

diftant flation.

Admiral Nelfon, who had been carried off

feverely wounded on the head, was informed of the

fituation of the I'Orient, and haftened on deck, di-

recting that every exertion mould be made to fave as

many lives as poflible. Boats were immediately put

out, and above feventy Frenchmen refcued.

At half pad nine, the fire communicated to the

magazine, and I'Orient blew up with a tremendous

explofion. A tremulous motion was felt to the very

bottom of each fhip, fimilar 'to that of an earthquake;

and fragments hurled to a vaft height into the air de-

fcended in about three minutes into the water, and on

the decks and rigging of the furrounding mips. For-

tunately, however, no material damage occurred. An
awful filence reigned for feveral minutes, as if the con-'

tending fquadrons, ftruck with horror, had forggtten

their hoftile rage in pity for the fufferers. But venge-

ance foon roufed the drooping fpirits of the French ;

the engagement was renewed, and continu-

ed till about three o'clock in the morning,
when the firing ceafed entirely, both fquadrons being

equally exhaufted with fatigue. At four, juft as the

day began to dawn, the conflict was revived ;
in rhe

courfe

2d Aug.
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CHAP, courfe of which 1'Artemife frigate fired a broadfide at

the Thefeus, and then ftruck her colours ;
but juft

as a boat fent to take pofleffion had come within a

fhort diftance, me burfl into a flame, and foon after-

wards blew up. This event arofe from the treachery

of Eftandlet, who commanded
; and who, having fet

his veflel on fire after his furrender, efcaped to the

fhore, with mofl of his crew.

Separate engagements between different mips were

maintained during the greater part of the day ;
about

noon, rear-admiral Ville Neuve, in the Guillaume

Tell of eighty guns, the Genereux of feventy-four

guns, and la Juflice and Diane frigates, got under

weigh, and made their efcape.

On the enfuing morning, the only French
_. .....
mips remaining in the bay, not captured or

deftroyed, were the Timoleon and Tonnant. The

former being aground near the coaft, the captain

(Trullet) with his crew efcaped in boats after fetting

her on fire, and in a jfhort time me blew up. The

Tonnant fubmitted to the Thefeus, Leander, and

Swiftfure, which completed the conqueft of the

French fleet in the bay of Aboukir, and the Britifh

flag rode triumphant on the Egyptian feas.

The French diftinctly beheld from the heights of

Rofe^ta the progrefs of this aftonifhing, and to them

afflictive, engagement : their hopes vanimed with the

chance of victory ;
and they now confidered them-

felves for ever loft to their country, and cooped up in

a flrange
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a flrange and detefted land, to ftruggle for exiftence, CHAP.

and lengthen life only to protract their defpair and

horror*.

It was not on the fhores of Egypt alone that the

unallied Englifh aflailed the mighty force of France

and her confederates, though in no part was their va-

lour fo emblazoned by fuccefs. About the time that

Buonaparte failed from Toulon, a Britifh fquadron.

bombarded, but without making any impreffion, the

>wn of Havre ;
and another naval force,

a confiderable body of troops on board,

roceeded to the road of Oflend, for the purpofe of

lowing up the bafon, gates, and flukes, of the Bruges

lal, and deftroying the internal navigation between

[olland, Flanders, and France. Although the ftate

>f the weather was highly unfavourable to the enter-

ife, general Coote infifted on landing, and many

roops were on more before they were difcovered.

te batteries which then opened on the fhips were

fwered in the moft fpirited manner, and a fufficient

Chiefly from captain fir Richard Berry's Narrative ; Cooper
r

illyams's Voyage up the Mediterranean 5
and the Intercepted

sfpondence, vol, I. p. 178 to the end (a letter by Pouffielgue,

20 1, is peculiarly well written). The difference of force of the

;nch and Englifh fleets was : Englifti, 1028 guns, and 8065

; French, 1216 guns, and 10,7 10 men. Sir Edward Berry

)ing ordered home with difpatches in the Leander of 50 guns,

>untered, near Goza, LeGeneVeux of 74, which had efcaped from

the battle, and, after maintaining an obftinate, though unequal, con-

teft for fix hours, was obliged to ftrike.

quantity
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CHAP,
quantity of men landed to effect the main object of

the enterprife : but the furf had in the mean time in-

creafed fo much as to prevent the poffibility
of return ;

the brave band were furrounded ;
and general Coote,

after making a valiant, though ineffectual, refiflance,

was obliged to furrender himfelf and his whole party,

amounting to eleven hundred and twenty-feven men,

prifoners of war.

The French had, in the mean time, made an attack

on the iiland of Marcou, off the coaft of Normandy,
which was defended only by a few invalids. Fifty

gunboats full of troops were difpatched from La

Hogue on this expedition; but the fteady valour of the

fcanty garrifon obliged the numerous affailants to

retreat, after lofing feveral of their men and fix of

their boats *.

This attempt was, however, of fmall moment, com-

pared to one, which, if crowned with fuccefs, would

have proved fatal to the highefl interefts of the Britifh

empire. No country could be better prepared than

Ireland for the reception of thofe principles which,

under the femblance of reftoring natural rights and

conferring general liberty, were calculated to place

the people under the fubjection of France. ,A tur-

bulent party in parliament arraigned with violence all

the proceedings of government, while a formidable

band of rebels, headed and inftigated by chiefs in

* Gazettes.

conftant
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conftant communication with France, defolated the CHAP.
11* i t p XXV.

faired provinces, adding to the enormous guilt oiv_^ ,

treafon, all the inferior crimes of murder, rape, and

theft, and leaving, wherever they prevailed, dreadful

mementos of their fury. Againft thefe the force of

government had been vigoroufly, and, in general,

effectually, employed; and the rebels themfelves finding

that, after the glorious victory achieved by lord

Duncan, no French force approached to fuccour

them, began to defpair. When the fpirit of rebellion

was thus confiderably depreffed, and all the energy of

government roufed, the French, unex-

pectedly, difpatched three frigates, which,

without any tranfports, fuddenly appeared in the bay
of Killala, and landing between feven and eight

hundred men, took poffeflion of the town, making

prifoners a fmall party of the Prince of Wales 's

Fencibles, confiding of an officer and twenty privates,

together with fome yeomen. General confirmation

>revailed throughout the diftricl: ;
the bifhop's palace

ras the chief rendezvous of the invaders, who made

rery exertion to gain adherents among the natives, by

lagnificent promifes, and by furnilhing them with

lothes and accoutrements. The invaders, though
jw in number, were picked men, and led by Humbert,
brave and experienced general. Preparations were

imediately made to affail them ; but before thefe

:ould be effectually arranged, Humbert at-

tacked general Lake at Caftlebar, and com-

pelled
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CHAP, pelled him to retreat with an inconfiderable lofs of

i_
X
-^Jj men,

but the French took poffeflion of fix pieces of

1798- cannon. This flight fuccefs produced no general

effect, nor were the invaders joined by great numbers

of rebels, as the army which was collecting threatened

their certain defeat. The firft movements of the enemy

feemed to indicate an intention of penetrating to

the North ; but they afterwards turned to their right,

to Drunfkeim, with the apparent defign of proceeding

to Boyle or Carrick-on-Shannon. Lord Cornwallis,

who was lord-lieutenant, and general Lake at the head

of a feparate force acting in co-operation,

commenced a purfuic; and after four days and

nights moft fevere marching, general Lake's column

overtook the invaders at Ballinamuck, and, after a

flight conflict, obliged them to furrender at difcretion.

The king's troops loft in the encounter only three

killed and fifteen wounded and miffing : the party

who yielded was compofcd of eight hundred and

forty-four French, including officers, and ninety-fix

rebels. Thefe fuffered moft feverely in the engage-

ment, though the amount of their lofs is not known;

and when the party had laid down their arms, the

French gave up their deluded adherents to the venge-

ance of the law, by pointing them out, and pro-

nouncing contemptuously the word rebelle.

This trifling campaign was more ufeful than

glorious ;
as it ferved to convince thofe inhabitants of

Ireland who would allow themfelves the benefit of re-

flection,
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lection, how little reliance could be placed on, and CHAP.

how little advantage derived from,French connection :

it ferved too to make the enterprifes of the directory

ridiculous, even in the eyes of their own fubjects. The

expedition feems to have confifled of feveral members,

though not fufficiently connected to form any

judicious plan of co-operation. After Hum-

bert had furrendered, a fquadron commanded

by admiral Bompart, confiding of the Hoche of

eighty-four guns, eight frigates, and a fchooner, was

defcried off Tory Ifland and the Roffes, and chafed

ta
Bricifh fleet under fir Borlafe Warren. After a

ig purfuit and vigorous conteft, the Hoche,

and four frigates, all new and full of troops,

\vere captured. Another fquadron which

entered the bay of Killala, on hearing the ill

fuccefs of its predecefibrs, immediately difappeared ;

but before the end of October, La Loire, another

frigate, and two Dutch frigates, with troops,

is, and ammunition, for Ireland, were cap-

ed : and thus all fears of a formidable invasion of

it country were terminated*.

In the interior of France the ufual fyftem of intrigue

id rapacity was purfued with unabated eagerneis,

tough the augmented powers of government pre-

nted the contefts of oppofition in the halls of the

:giflature from riling to the fame height as before.

17th.

24th.

* Gazettes, and Narrative by the biihop- of Killala.

The
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CHAP. The directory prepared for the new elections, bjr

v_
XX^ addreffes, proclamations, inftructions, and intimations

1798. of confpiracies ;
and augmented the number of their

adherents, by excluding nobles, and admitting foldiers

on furlough to the rights of fuffrage : but a great

portion of the electors had already refolved not to

take any (hare in the acts of the primary affemblies,

juflly confidering that a nomination to either of the

councils, in the exifting ftate of government, was an

injury and indignity too great to be offered even to an

enemy. This forbearance on the part of thofe who

were really well-difpofed, afforded an opportunity of

which the indefatigable jacobins eagerly availed them-

felves ; and, foon after the returns were made, a com-

mittee was appointed to revife the proceedings. Their

report was prefented by Bailleul
;

in conformity to

which, a great number of the elections were declared

either partially or totally illegal, and other members

returned, more fuited to the views of government.

Having arranged this important point to their fa*

tisfaction, the directory proceeded to draw lots for

a vacancy in their own body : the new member,
Francois de Neufchateau, was ejected; and Treilhard,

then a member of the legation at the congrefs of

Raftadt, was chofen in his flead.

The chief occupation of the councils was now re-

duced to the voting of fupplies according to the

dictates of the directory. Immediately after the

18 Fructidor, they had fixed the expences for the

remainder
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remainder of the year at a hundred and fixteen CHAP.
. XXV

millions (5,075,0007.). The council of ancients made
'

fome flight oppofition to this demand, but were tran-

quillifed, partly by a recollection that the road to

Rochefort, where their late colleagues had embarked

for Cayenne, was ftill open, and partly by a promife

that the expences of the enfuing year, being one of

peace, would be confiderably diminifhed. They were,

however, enraged and aftonifhed to find that the

demand for that year was announced at fix hundred

millions (26,250,0007.) ;
but whatever might be their

repugnance^ they were obliged to vote the fupply, and

it was even intimated that delay or debate would be

Konfidered

offenfive.

All the fums which could be obtained from the

people of France were ftill infufficient to anfwer the

public exigencies, and gratify the rapacity of the

directory and their fubprdinate agents. The plunder

icy had acquired from Switzerland was foon ex-

tufted; and that expected from Malta was, on

i ft of Auguft, buried in the ocean : the fuc-

:efs of preceding villainies rendered the directory

:allous to the effects of opinion, and they did not

lefitate to adopt any means, however difgraceful,

^hich promifed to gratify their eagernefs for money,

France, all kinds of beneficial employ, as well as all

forts of property which the plunder of the former

pofleflbrs had yet left, or the mifdirected induftry of

the people could produce, were expofed to fale ; and

when
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CHAP, when the fums acquired by thefe means were found

J^^lj inadequate, the faith of the nation was with equal

179$- profligacy made an object of pecuniary barter.

Lacroix was fent into Holland, and Trouve to Milan 9

in quality of proconfuls, tofruffidorife, as it was called,

the Batavian and Cifalpine republics : parts of the

directory and councils of each were arrefled, impri-

foned, and bammed, without form or procefs, and

other members fubftituted, abjectly devoted to the

French directory j and thefe changes were effected, as

at Paris, by the military force.

The pecuniary refources of thefe two republics were

too much exhaufled to afford immediate gratification

to the rapacious nation, and therefore other applica-

tions were made. Portugal had fent an embaffador

to Paris to negotiate peace, who had as ufual been

directed to pay certain fums as the price of that

bleffmg. After the treaty was concluded, and part

of the money received, the directory again declared

war, ordered the embaffador to quit Paris within

four-and-twenty hours, and, on his attempting to

renew negotiations, arrefted and fent him to the

Temple. This violent proceeding, no lefs repugnant

to the law of nations than their general conduct was

to all laws of humanity and juttice^ is faid to have pro-

ceeded, in part, from alarms refpecting Augereau-

That general had affifled in the revolution ofFructidor,

in hopes of obtaining a feat in the directory ;
but

being rewarded only with the command of the army
of
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of the Rhine, exprefled his complaints without cautum CHAT.

>r referve. Such difpofitions in a man who led

confiderable military force were confidered dangerous,

and he was removed from the Rhine to the Pyrenees,

to command a nominal body called the army of

Portugal.

The Hans-towns, though politically infignificant,

and oftenfibly fupported by the king of Pruffia, did

not efcape from the rapacious gripe of the directory :

their (hips were feized and their commerce inter-

rupted, on frivolous grounds of complaint ; but how-

ever clamoroufly thefe were defcanted on, the fury of

France fubfided on payment of fome millions to her

unprincipled rulers.

The American republic was alfo noted as a fit

victim to the new fyftem of finance. A treaty of

alliance and neutrality concluded between Great

Britain and the United States formed the bails of

complaints, which not being fatisfactorily adjufted,

>rivateers were commhTioned to attack the trade of

the Americans. The people, fufficiently removed

rom the centre of war to be exempt from the paffions

rhich it excited and the miferies which attended it,

'ere anxious to retain the ineftimable benefits re-

fulting from neutrality. They were not therefore

ij in making reprifals, but deputed plenipotentiaries

Paris. The directory, imputing this mode of conduct

abject fear, afiumed a proportionate haughtinefs and

refufed them an audience, but, through their inferior

voi,. n. F F agents,
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CHAP, agents, infmuated that the donation of about 6o,ooo/.

y* J to Talleyrand, to be divided between him and four of

1798. the directors, would be a neceflary preliminary to any

attempt at negotiation. It was alfo more than inti-

mated, that as Merlin had been paid for the letters of

marque iflued to privateers, thofe licences could not

be recalled, but the American government might

purchafe the friendfhip of France by a loan of eighty

millions (3,500,0007.). In making fuch propofals^

the directory had egregioufly miftaken the character

of thofe with whom they were treating : in the bofoni

of the Americans, no paflion is flronger than the love

of money ; and this attempt at extortion immediately

drove the plenipotentiaries back to their own fhores,

where they expofed to the whole univerfe the de-

teftable fyftem which had been pra&ifed with an in*

tendon to plunder and dupe a neutral and friendly

nation. The Americans cheerfully armed, and pre-

pared to make reprifals ; and general Wafnington was

again inverted with the command of all the military

refou/ces of the republic, which derived its formation

front his valour and judgment, and owed its con-

tinuance to his juftice and moderation*.

/ While France was thus, by all her acts, exciting in-

dignation in new enemies, the great vi&ory at Aboukir

feemed to aroufe all Europe from a
lethargic {lumber,

* From HiftoireduDire&oireExecutif, chapters xxxlii. andxxxv. ;

and Hiftory of the Campaigns of 1796, &c, vol. II. chap. xi.

to
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1798,

to decide thofe who were yet wavering in refolutions CH AP

to fupport their governments againft the encroach- e

ments of the haughty republic, and to infpire thofe

who had yet been inert fpedators with an honourable

emulation in the caufe of public right and humanity.

It was almoft unprecedented in hiftory that a naval

victory mould produce fuch extenfive effects, but the

importance of the achievement was not lefs powerful

in influencing the minds of European potentates than

the confolatory inftance it afforded of one great event

happening to break that feries of fortunate occurrences

which for feveral years had rendered France generally

triumphant.

The potentate moft interefted in the immediate

confequences of this victory, the grand-fignor, who

had before been wavering in his conduct, became

inftantly decided to conteft the poffeflion of his

dominions againft an unprincipled and unprovoked

invafion. He received the news of Nelfon's

fuccefs with tranfport, and iffued a dignified

and reafonable manifefto againft the French, while he

fent to the Britifh victor thofe honorary donations,

which, as well by their value as the liberality with

which they were prefented, evinced the fentiments of

the donor.

When the Britifh fleet was refitted, after its late

memorable encounter, the admiral repaired
XT i u u r r rr 22dSept.

to Naples ;
where the rear or giving offence

to the overwhelming republic was not a motive fuf

F F 2 fictemly
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CHAP, fkiently forcible to prevent the king and his whole

i ^-Lj court from giving the mofl joyful welcome to the vic-

1798. tor, and paying to him every homage which his great

and fuccefsful exertions could claim *. The unrival-

led afcendancy of the Britifh fleet in the Mediterra-

nean feemed to impart confidence and alacrity to all

the continent, and to endanger the preponderance of

France even in thofe parts where her authority was

moft eftablifhed. The people of Malta, irritated by
the perfidy, licentioufnefs, rapacity, and irreligion, of

the garrifon left by Buonaparte, were in a
28thOa. A r . f

' *
XT

'
. ,

irate of mfurrehon ; and Nelfon, with

* The king of Naples afterwards conferred on him the title of

duke of Bronti. The people of his native ifland received the tidings

of his victory with the greateft exultation, celebrating it with illu-

minations, and providing for the widows and orphans of thofe who

had loft their lives in the conflict by a munificent fubfcription.

Both houfes of parliament voted him their thanks ; and the king

honoured him with a peerage, and made honourable additions to

his armorial bearings. Will the reader pardon the infcrtion of one

anecdote, and one obfervation connected with this glorious period of

the life of this truly greatman ? After the battle of the Nile great ex-

ertions were made to fifli up pieces of the wreck of 1'Oricnt ; a large

part of the main-top malt being recovered, a coffin was formed from

the wood and iron and prefented to lord Nelfon, who retains it as

a moft valuable acquifition, and intends that his mortal remains

fhall be depofited in this appropriate memorial of his immortal

glory. As a motto to his enlarged coat of arms, he bears the

words, Pcilmam qui merult ferat ; a well-chofen and expreilive com-

pliment: but it is remarkable, that the anagram of his own name,

HORATIO NELSON, gives the more peculiar, though lefs claflical,

phraie, HONOR EST A NILO.

great
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great facility, captured the neighbouring ifiand of CHAP.

Goza. In a fhort time afterwards, a fqua- T
<

dron, under commodore Duckworth, con-

veyed afmall body of troops to Minorca, which, after

a flight refiflance, was captured without the lofs of

a man.

It was generally believed, at this period, that the

French government meditated the deftruction of the

three monarchies of Spain, Naples, and Sardinia; in-

tending to facrifice them to their rapacity, and that

hatred of royalty which feveral of the directors felt as

a ruling paflion. During the fummer, various alter*

cations hadarifen,and fome hoililities were maintained,

between the Ligurian republic and the king of Sar-

dinia
;
a fure proof that France beheld that monarch

with malevolence, and fanctioned the attack of a fub-

ordinate (late. The king of Naples viewed with the

utmoft alarm the formation of the Roman republic,

a centre of intrigue and den of jacobinifm, which

threatened him with every danger. After the mani-

feflations of joy with which he received the hero of

the Nile, he could but expect the indignation of

France ; and prepared to encounter its effects with vi-

gour, refolving to conquer with glory, or to fall with-

out difgrace. He employed all means in his power
to augment his troops, and obtained the aid of the

brave and judicious, though unfortunate, general

. Mack to command them. The Roman republic

made
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made reprefentations to the French direc-
28th Nov. . . r ~ .

tory, who, in a long manifeito, explanatory

of a meffage to the councils, declared their reafons

for commencing hoftilities againfl the kings of Naples

and Sardinia. This date-paper mixed with grofs

calumnies, egregious falfehoods, and moil frivolous

charges, fome truths, which were, however, fo far

from Sufficient as ajuftification of the French, that it

almoft required an implicit conceflion of their right to

univerfal fovereignty to confider them at all appli-

cable to a difpute between nations.

The king of Naples went in perfon to join his

troops 5
and general Mack, acting rather on a calcu-

lation of their numbers than their probable effective

force, iffued a fummons to the French general to

evacuate Rome, the revolutionifing of which, fince

the peace ofCampo-Formio, he affirmed to be an

ufurpation, not recognifed either by the king of the

Two Sicilies or his auguft ally the emperor. Cham-

pionet, who commanded the French troops in Rome,
returned a moderate anfwer ; but the Neapo-

23d.
litan army immediately entered the Roman

territory in five columns, amounting to forty thou-

fand men, ftill leaving a confiderable corps de referee

for theprotectionof Naples; while a detachment, under

the orders of count Roger de Dumas, difembarked at

Prefidii, on the coaft of Tufcany , to harafs the French

on their flanks 5 and another body, commanded by ge-

neral
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neral Naffelli, conveyed by the Britifh fleet to Leg- CHAP.

horn, was intended to cut off their retreat into Tuf-^
XXV

v,

cany. Leghorn opened its gates without refiftance
;

1 798.

and Championet, whofe whole force did not amount

to ten thoufand Frenchmen, though his ranks were

fwelled by feveral thoufand Italians, garrifoned the

caftle of St. Angelo, and, quitting Rome, fell back

upon the Upper Tyber. The king of Naples

entered the city in triumph, and amid the

joyful acclamations of the people, who cut down

the tree of liberty, and demolimed Duphot's mo-

nument.

The French rejoiced at this harmlefs aggreflion,

which afforded them a plauiible^ opportunity of exe-

cuting their revolutionary projects. On learning the

invafion of Rome, Joubert, the commander in chief

of the army of Italy, by virtue of fecret inftructions

from the directory, began his march towards Pied-

mont. The Icing of Sardinia, who had made war

againft France, died of grief foon after the conclufion

of that infamous and ill-advifed peace, which left his

perfon and ftates at the mercy of the republic. His

fon and fucceffor, Victor Emanuel, dilheartened at

the miferable profpects which awaited his acceffion,

finding a difmembered kingdom, an empty treafury,

difmantled fortreffes, a diforganifed army, a people

furrounded by countries already revolutionifed, and

driven to diflrefs by the exactions of the French

troops, refigned the government into the hands of a

regency j
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CHAP regency ; but was afterwards obliged to conclude an
"V Y \ 7

^ ^ ^offenfive and defenfive alliance wieh the republicans,

1793. and give them pofTelfion of his capital as a pledge of

fidelity. The prefent occafion was eagerly embraced

to terminate the political exiftence of this inoffenfive

prince : general Victor entered by furprife

into Novarra, difarming the Piedmontefe

troops, and placing garrifons in all their fortrefles.

The foldiery would have refilled
;

but their

efforts were prevented by the formal abdica-

tion of Victor Emanuel, which being figned and

fent to Joubert, at Chivaflb, he immediately repaired

to Turin, and compelled the unhappy monarch to

quit his capital the fame night Here republicanifm

enjoyed another triumph, fuited to its ferocious tafte.

By torch-light, at an inclement feafon, followed by
his family, by his wife (a fitter of the unfortunate

Louis XVL),and a fmall number of faithful adherents,

the dethroned king began his compulfory journey to

feek fhelter in the ifland of Sardinia, the fpot affigned

to him by the directory. That abandoned

junto publifhed a declaration of their motives

in a meflage to the councils, and, among other

charges equally atrocious and abfurd, infamoufly ac-

cufed the king of having caufed a man to be buried

alive, and of having poifoned the wells for the pur-

pofe of deflroying the republican army. His domi-

nions were fpeedily revolutionifed
;
a provifional go-

vernment eftabhflied at Piedmont, and the Sardinian

foldiers,
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I foldiers, having taken an oath of fidelity to France, CHAP,

f J XXV.
were incorporated with the troops or that nation. <_^__

Meanwhile Championet, perceiving that, from their 17 ';8 '

fitions, the divifions of the Neapolitan army could

|

not fupport each other, and having received rein-

forcements which augmented his force to fifteen

thoufand men, defeated their advanced guard 6th to 1 3th

at Otricoli ; he then carried Calvi, taking a Dcc -

great number of prifoners, and fubfequently defeated

his opponents at Terni, Torri di Palma, and Monte-
! rofi. The divifion commanded by general Mack in

>rfon was attacked near Cantaluppo ; it was badly

d and inexpert in war, difcontented with its

al, and milled by treafon and cowardice : over

ich forces the French gained an eafy victory : they

were incapable of rallying after the firft defeat, and

withdrew in diforder towards the frontiers of Naples.

[ack being joined by count Roger de Dumas, a

ive and intelligent emigrant, retired to pofl himfelf

>hind Capua, while the king of Naples
licted Rome in fifteen days after his tri-

iphal entry, and Championet re-entered the city

lid the acclamations of the Jacobins.

The French general inftantly prepared to take ad-

itage of the terror of the Neapolitans, and having

>mpelled them to quit the Roman territory, purfued

lem to their own. The right, under Macdonald,

Alathiew, and Rey, advanced in different directions.

The latter, being joined by the younger Kellermann,

prefented
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CHAP, prefented himfelf with lefs than three thoufand men
XXV

v, v
^before Gaeta, a fortified town fituated on a little pen-

1798.
infula, defended by four thoufand Neapolitans, vie-

tualled for a whole year, plentifully fupplied with am-

munition, and having the advantage of an open fea,

either for fuccour or efcape : yet, with all thefe ad-j

vantages, the place furrendered at difcretion on the

firing of the firft mot, yielding to the captors an im-

menfe booty. Having furmounted this obftacle, Rey
was enabled to join Championet and Macdonald under

the walls of Capua, where they fummoned Mack to

furrender. Having received a negative anfwer, Cham-

pionet, rendered prefumptuous by fuccefs, attacked

the works, but was repulfed with confidcr-

iftandith a^le lofs. At length, the left wing of thl

Jan. French army, under Le Moine and Duhem,
after feveral intermediate fuccefies and toilfome

marches, occafioned by the badnefs of their route and

the inclemency of the feafon, joined Championet be^
fore Capua.

While the Neapolitans were expelled from Rome

and harafled on their own territory, general Serrurier,

advancing from Modena, entered Lucca,

where he levied a contribution of two mil-

lions (97,5007.), and was proceeding to Leghorn ;

but the Neapolitans having quitted it, and the French

not choofing yet to quarrel with the emperor of Ger-

many, whofe interefts were infeparably connected with

thofe of the grand-duke of Tufcany, he was ordered to

march
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j

march back. Joubert was, at the fame time, exer-

I

citing the horrors of revolutionary tyranny at Pied-

mont ; levying requifitions, fupprefling the ecclefiailical 1799.

bodies, and vending their effects
; opening the tombs

of the kings at Superga, dishonouring and difperfmg

their afhes, and finally impofing on the already impo-

jverifhed city of Turin a contribution of two millions,

I

and proportionate ones on the reft of the country.

The defence of Capua was confidered the only re-

maining refource of Naples. The king, difheartened

by the bafenefs of his troops, and alarmed, as it is

fuppofed, at the difcovery of a Jacobinical confpiracy

which he had no means of preventing, had on the

1 6th of December fought relief with his minifters,

the foreign embafladors, and
s
about four hundred of

his fuite, on board lord Nelfon's fliip, having caufed

the maritime arfenals, and all the Ihips of war which

he could not bring away, to be burnt. After expe-

icing, during a whole week, all the horrors of a

and fears of a fhipwreck, and feeing prince

jrt his fon, who was in his feventh year, expire

ith fatigue, he thought himfelf fortunate in landing

ive at Palermo.

General Mack, having rallied the fcattered remains

>f his army, ftill outnumbered his opponents, and

>t them in check by the excellence of his petition,

:cupying an . entrenched camp in the plain of Ca-

ta, having the Vulturno in front, and being pro-

te&ed by Capua, which defends the paffage of the

river.
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Ch A p. river. His camp was, however, a fcene of deplorable

"diforder
; infubordination and licentioufnefs generally

prevailed ; daily confpiracies broke out ;
the officers

knew not how to command, and the troops were mu|
willing to obey : the general therefore, feeling the im-

,

poflibility of renaming the offenfive, propofed an!

armiflice ;
but Championet rejected it with difdain.J

Yet the French general was not in fuch a ftate as to

render his conduct, in a military view, juilifiable : hei

fuflained a confiderable check in an attempt;

on Capua, and was deflitute of artillery for a

regular fiege ; the infurreclion of armed peafants,

from Abruzzo to Naples, inceflantly haraffed hinrJ

and cut off his communications ; general Rufca ha4

been made prifoner by them ; general Rey was

alTaflinated by a woman at Gaeta ; and the troops,

without tents or fuftenance, were periihing with cold

before Capua.

Such a fituation muft have proved inevitably fatal

to the French army ;
but the panic fear of prince

Pignatelli, who, on the departure of the king, had

aflumed the regency, under the title of captain-general

of the kingdom, refcued them. He had long been

folicitiner a peace ; and when the French were
10th. r ,

'

. ,

on the verge of defpair he agreed, as the price

of a fufpenfion of arms, to deliver into their hands

Capua, which was the key of Naples, wiih its maga-

zines and artillery, and even the artillery of Mack's

intrenched camp* He alfo agreed to yield to the re-

publicans
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ublicans all the country from the Mediterranean to CHAP.

le mouth of the Ofanto, to fhut the ports of the <J ^
' *

ingdom againft their enemies, to pay ten millions of

vres (437,5007 )
and fend an embalfador to Paris to

reat for a definitive peace.

Already were the gates of Capua opened to

le French, who had not a tingle piece of

rtillery to form the fiege, and other articles of this

mprovident and difgraceful conventionwere beginning

o be put in execution, when the terms became

mown to the people. The clafs termed lazzaroni,

ired with indignation, flew to arms, and ufmg as

allying words, Viva il re ! Viva San Janaro ! feized

nany pofts, threatening all and facrificing many

breigners and partifans of the French
;
and even, in

heir mifguided rage, menacing general Mack, who

#as obliged to take refuge, with all his flafF, in

;he camp of his adverfaries *. The infurgents

laving difarmed the troops lately arrived from Leg-

>rn, took pofleflion of Caftel-Nuovo and Caftcl-di-

This truly unfortunate man was at this period dangeronfiy ill,

mfequence of a poifon administered by a treacherous Neapo-

He had obtained from Championet a promife of a fafe

acrois Italy to Germany j but was neverthelefs arrefted on

road by order of the directory, and conveyed fucceifively to

Milan, Briancon, and Dijon, where he was detained in clofe

luftody. In the beginning of the year 1 800, Buonaparte, to forward

:he fuccefs of a political intrigue, reftorcd him to liberty"; but as

Mack had reafon to fear that the indulgence would foon be revoked,

he made his efcape, and reached Frankfort.

Carmina,
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CHAP. Carmina, pra&ifed the greateft violences on all whom >

they confidered as partifans of the French, producing ,

by their unreftrained fury fcenes of horror fimilar to|

thofe which disfigured the ftreets of Paris in July, ;.

1789.

Unfortunately for them, they chofe as aj

leader the young prince Moliterno, a de-j

generate wretch, who difgraced his birth by a devoted -

attachment to the caufe of jacobinifm 3 and maintained

a fecret correfpondence with the French, for the pur-*

pofe of yielding to deftru&ion his too-confiding fol-

lowers. For the purpofe of enfeebling their general

exertions, he armed, and mixed among their ranks,,

all the revolutionifls, into whofe poffeffion he alfo

contrived to deliver the caftle of St. Elmo, which

commands the entry into Naples ; he was even fufH-

ciently bafe clandeflinely to vifit the French camp,

and arrange with Championet a plan for giving up

the city and exterminating the loyalifts.

In purfuance of this plan, he induced thirty

thoufand of them to march to the attack of

Capua, which they attempted feveral times to ftorm,

but were repulfed with great lofs. Their courage,

however, augmenting with their rage, they were pre-

paring to fcale the walls on the bodies of their

deceafed comrades, when their attention was engaged

by the din of combat on the fide of Naples- While

the defenders of that city were treacheroufly led to a

defperate exploit, a column of French advanced upon
the
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town through Capochino and Poggio Reale.

zaroni who had remained behind, aftoniihed,
V

arms, fet fire to the city in feveral places, flaughtered 1799,

thofe whom they fuppofed to have betrayed them, and

attacked the French with unexampled fury. Thofe

who were engaged before Capua were at the fame

time affailed in flank by a republican column and by

the traitors of Naples ; they turned, however, towards

the city, and for the fpace of fixty hours the plaint

between it and Capua was the fcene of a moll con-

fufed and fanguinary conflict. Victory long remained

:ertain
;
on the 2 ift and 22d of January the French

:e broken in upon feveral times, and experienced a

ifiderable lofs -

?
their artillery in vain overthrew

iole ranks of thefe brave lazzaroni
;

others took

ieir places, and renewed the battle with ftill more

courage and obflinacy. At length valour, afliRed by
rder and difcipline, proved fuperior to

ibers and fierce intrepidity : the French

tered the principal ilreets of Naples with fire and

>rd. The lazzaroni difputed their ground foot by

>t, and harafled them from the tops of the houfes

ith.a mower of {tones and muiketry. The flaming

reets were filled with mutilated carcaiTes, bloody and

ilf burnt, and the city offered a fpeclacle of horror

not to be defcribed. The French, affifted by the

jacobins, who put them in pofieflion of the forts of

St. Elmo and Caftel-Nuovo, which kept firing on the

royalifts, fucceeded in cutting off or difperfmg this

brave
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CHAP, brave populace. The caftles of Ova and Carmma

opened their gates, and the republicans faw themfelves

poffeffbrs of the capital, deluged with blood and a prey

to flames.

Having gained by force and treachery this dear

and inglorious victory, Championet employed
himfelf in forming a provifional revolutionary

government: he difarmed the loyalifls, and formed a

national guard of adherents to his own caufe, among

whom, to the aftonifhment of all thinking men, were

ieen many individuals of the firft families, dignitaries

of the church, and the archbilhop himfelf. The tree

of liberty was planted in the royal fquare, and a Tej

Deum, which might almoft be confidered as a

burlefque, was performed, to return thanks for the

glorious entry of the French, who, protected in a

peculiar manner by Divine Providence, had regener-

ated the people, and had come thither to eftablifh

and confolidate their happinefs. Royalty was abo-

liflied by proclamation, and a Parthenopian republic

eftablifhed, on which the general conferred the ufual

blefling of a French conftitution, and repaid himfelf

in the accuflomed manner, by requifitions, contri-

butions, exactions, and pillage.

The limits of the new republic extended, however,

but little further than the territory occupied by the

French. The people of the country, fharing the

courageous fidelity ofthe lazzaroni; rofe en maffe, and,

led by cardinal Ruffo and a prieft furnamed Gran-

Diavolo,
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Piavolo, occupied the defiles, and prevented the re- CHAP.

publicans from penetrating into Calabria. The
'

vaders were in facl: fo much weakened by their lofles

as to retain with difficulty the ground of which they

were in pofleflion, and which peace alone could enable

them to occupy with fafety or refign with advan?

tage *,

*
Chiefly from the Hiftory of the Campaign of 1796, $. vol

?

.cljap. ^ii 9

VOL. U* CHAP,
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CHAP. XXVI.

Proceedings In the Congrefs of Rqftadt Investment of

Ehrenbreitftein Riot at Vienna The Auftrians oc-

cupy the Grifons Exertions of France Conduct of

Paul L Emperojr of Rujfia Remonftrances of France

Surrender of Ehrenbreitftein More pre/fing De-

mands of France IVar declared State and Pofitio*

efthe French Armies and ofthe Auftrians Jourdan

croffes the Rhine Capture of Manheim Philipjburg

invefted Further Proceedings of Jourdan War in

the Grifons The Frenchforce the PaJJage of Lucien-

Jleig and make themfehes Mqfters of the Valley of

Chur and'almojl all the Valley of the Rhine Further

Attempts of MaJJena War in Suabia Proceedings

*f the Archduke Charles He
pajfes

the Lech His

Proclamation its Effects His Aflivity Engagement

near Oftrach The French defeated retreat Battle

ofStockach gained by the Archduke Jourdan goes

to Paris The French driven almoft entirely from
Suabia Further Proceedings in the Grifons The

French repulfed at Feldkirch their Succefs at Munfter

Taufers, and St. Martinjbruck The French ex-

felled from the Frontiers of the Tyrol, where they had

committed
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Committed barbarous and difgraceful Enormities

Campaign in Italy Conduct and Force ofthe French

Macdonald commands the Army of Naples Scherer

that of Italy Force of the Aujirians Temporary In*

aflivity on both Sides The French paf the Adige
Advance again/I Verona They are defeated with

great Slaughteredcompelled to repafs the Adige They
retreat ftill further Battle of Magnano Further

Succefs of the Aujirians Infurreftion of the Italians

againft the French They crofs the Minch and

blockade Pefchiera and Mantua Arrival cf Melas

and ofthe Ruffian Auxiliaries under Marjhal Suworow

Retreat of Scherer The Rii/Jians beat the French

near Cremona Brefcia taken The French obliged to

retreat beyond the Oglio Scherer removed from th$

Command- which is given to Moreau Baffle of

CaJJanoThe Allies enter Milan Capture ofGeneral

Serrurier and three thoufand Men General Vie:v of

the Succejfes in this Smarter Preparations of the

Archdukefor the Invajion of Switzerland
'

His Pro-

clamation Its Effects He takes Schaffhaufen The

French deftroy the famous Bridge Further Succejfis

ofthe Archduke his Inafti-vity occajioned by Intrigues

in the Cabinet of Vienna Further Proceedings of the

Congrefs of Raftadt The French Plenipotentiaries an*

nounce their Intention to depart -they fct out at

nine o* Clock at Night Bonnier and Roberjot are

murdered *Jean de Brie wounded Reflexions

p G 3 Conduit

451
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Conduct of the French Government on the Occafton

Their Effort^
to excite Indignation againft Aujiria and

Great Britain.

CHAP. 1798. \\ HILE all the proceedings of France por-

^ . \ \t tended renewal of hoflility, an appearance of pacific

negotiation was maintained in the congrefs at Raftadt,

which from its commencement was regarded by the

judicious as only a farcical prelude to a bloody tragedy.

Buonaparte had not honoured this diplomatic mum-

''-. mery further than by aflifting at the exchange of

powers and ratifications of the treaty of Campo For-

mio
;

in purfuance of which, the French were imme-

diately admitted to the pofleflion of Mentz, and the

Auflrians entered Venice. Thefe acts demonftrated

that the integrity of the German empire was no longer

regarded by either of the contracting parties as an

object of importance, but that their views tended only

to peculiar aggrandifement, without reference to the

claims of right exifling in favour of any other

powers, or any general balance regulating the whole

fyftem of Europe. The eftablimment of fuch a con-

viction in the minds of obfervers was highly beneficial

to Irance ; fince me felt no doubt of being able to

retain all her incorporated conquefts by, force, and

could never afterwards be required to refign them

on principle. It was not expected on any fide, that

the congrefs of Raftadt would be able or even defirous

, to effect a pacific arrangement : but the emperor was
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glad to gain time, in which he might prepare for new CHAP.

exertions ; and the French, who had in view thofe c ^ j

acts of revolution and plunder which have been de- 1798.

fcribed in preceding chapters, accommodated them-

felves from November, 1797, till about the beginning
of 1 799, to the tedious forms of the imperial chan-

cery ;
and played, with the utmoft gravity, the part

of negotiators, while their plenipotentiaries, Treil-

hard *, Bonnier, Roberjot, and Jean Debrie, fuccef-

fively fhared the ridicule attending the progrefs of this

ridiculous fcene.

This apparent condefcenfion, fo contrary to their

real character, their arrogance, and their future

views, was not, however, without its reward. The

unimpeded invafion of Rome and Switzerland, the

dethronement of the kings of Sardinia and Naples,

were achieved in this interval of pretended peace ;

and, what is more extraordinary, the emperor per-

mitted, during the whole time, the rigid inveftment

of the important (and, except by famine, impreg-

nable) fortrefs of Ehrenbreitftein, without impediment

or remonflrance. Perhaps his complaifance in this

particular animated the directory with ftill more flat-

tering hopes, and raifed their ardent expectations to a

revolution even in Vienna.

General Bernadotte was fent, after the treaty of

*
Treilhard, as was mentioned in a preceding chapter, was

moved from this fituation to a feat in the directory.

Campo
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CHAP. Campo Formio, to the imperial capital as embaflador ;

<_^_lj and intruded, ifpoflible, to accuftom the houfe of

179a* Auftria to the fame humiliations which were heaped

on other crowned heads. -An opportunity foon oc-

curred of following thefe. orders, The people of

Vienna having obtained from their fovereign permif-

fion to celebrate the anniverfary of the arming of their

volunteers for defence of the country, Bernadottc

declared that fuch a fete would be perfonally offenfive

to him
;
but received for anfwer, that the emperor

claimed, at lead, the prerogative of licenfmg the

diverlions of his own fubjects. The embaflador

iflued orders for celebrating at his hotel, on the fame

day (the i6th of April, 1798), a fete in honour of

the victories of France ; and, to render the infult

more galling, exhibited before his abode a large

tri-coloured flag with the infcription LIBERTY AXD

EQUALITY. , The loyal multitude beheld the proceed*

ing wLh indignation, and attempted to force the

doors : mufkets were fired by the French party, and

feveral of the people killed ;
but at length they rufhed

into the houfe, and avenged themfelves by deflroying

every article of furniture it contained. The riot lafted

five hours ;
the troops would not interfere

;
and the

mob only dilperfed when weary of their excefles and

threatened by the movements of a body of cavalry.

Bernadotte quitted Vienna, and endeavoured to in-

tereft the directory in the event ; but they were afraid

even to publifh an official ftatement on the fubjeft : a

conference
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conference was, however, appointed at Sultz, where CHAP.

Francois de Neufchateau attended for the French, and
,

XXVI -

*
i

-

count Cobentzel for the emperor ;
but it was publicly 1793.

affirmed that their meeting tended only to projects of

territorial partition, and the profefled object of it was

foon forgotten.

France had obtained the ceffion of the left bank of

the Rhine, and the princes who were thus difpof-

fefled of territory were to look for indemnity on the

other fide : in the treaties begun on this fubject,

France had the continual advantage of inflaming the

jealoufy of all thefe princes, particularly the king of

Pruflia, and rendering the fituation of the emperor

-daily more delicate and difficult. In obtaining pof-

feflion of Switzerland, the republic gained additional

facilities for invading his hereditary dominions 5 but,

notwithftanding his defire of temporifmg, the em-

peror, on the invitation of the inhabitants, which was

eafily obtained, caufed part of the Grifon country, the

key of the Tyrol and Auflria, to be occupied by
his troops, and they even diilodged fome French

pofls.

This proceeding was internally refented
\
but the

rulers of France were not yet fully prepared for

hoftility, and gained other points which promoted
their intereft and gratified their pride. Their de-

mands for money at home were unfuccefsful ; they

were foiled in an attempt to impofe on the country

the falt-tax, or gabelle, fo much inveighed againft in

the
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CHAP, the early parts of the revolution : and a levy of tw<3

^hundred thoufand cbnfcripts (a hew word for foldiers

1793. By rjcjuifnion), which they had ordered in October,

1798, met wiih many difcouraging impediments. As

the fituation of affairs became more critical, France

reinforced her troops in the Grifon country, increafed

thofe on the Lech and the Adige, and fought to

ftrengthen her communications in every quarter

where notions of amity could be confidered compa-

tible with her arrogance and injiiftice

At this period a new power ap> eared refolutely to

advance in fupport of the focial fyilern of Europe ; a

power whofe long inactivity had caufed both aftonifh-

ment and regret, but from \\hofe exertions the greateil

benefits were confidently prefaged. On the d/ath of

Catharine IL emprefs of Ruflia % her fon and fuc-

cefibr, Paul I.
, (hewed an ambition to render himfelf

celebrated, and appeared to affecl: a character of ex-

traordinary liberality, virtue, and juftice. While his

tie'ws were not clearly difcerned, ahd many of his

a&s, fuch as the liberation of Kofciufko, appeared

favourable to their caufe, the partifans of the French

revolutionary principles beflowed on him every com-

mendation ; but, in proportion as he evinced a difpo-

fition to fecure his dominions from the contagion of

thofe principles, he became expofed to all the fur^r

of their invedives. He had viewed with anger the

*
i
^th November, ijg6.

progrefs
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progrefs of the republic in revolutionising and con^ CJKA**

qUering the faired portion of Europe ;
his ardour xvas ^

'

^ ^

rbufed by the brilliant and honourable character main* 1 ^9^ i

tained by England j
he formed treaties with that nation

for fupplying fixty thoufand men for the defence of the

continental powers ; and, declaring himfelf the friend

of all governments except that of the jacobins, againfl

whom he vowed endlefs war, offered his fleets and

his foldiers to every ftate which was menaced by their

afcendancy. Renouncing the favourite views of his

mother on the Ottoman empire, his fleets crofTed the

Bofphorus to unite with thofe of the fultan
; and

wifhing to prevent the Germanic body from conclud-

ing an ignominious peace, he fent in December, 1 798,

to the banks of the Danube, twenty thoufand men of

his choiceft foldiery, with a promife of forty thoufand

more, led by a general to whofe ftandard, in all the

various chances of war, victory had been invariably

attached.

Such was the ftate of affairs at the clofe

of 1798, when durable peace was not ex-

pe&ed by the moft injudicious obfervers, nor could

the pretence of negotiation be much further conti*

nued. The French plenipotentiaries delivered

a note, declaring, that if the diet of Ratif-

bon confented to the entrance of the Ruffian troops

on the territory of the empire, or failed efficacioufly

to oppofe it, the progrefs of the Ruffian army would

be confidered as a violation of neutrality, the nego-

tiations
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CHAT, thtions at Rafladt difcontinued, and the republic

J^ ^j and the empire replaced on the fame footing as be-

1799' fore the fignature of the preliminaries at Leoben.^

The note alfo contained affurances of the pacific.

views of France, and endeavoured to infufe jealoufies

of the intentions of Ruilia* At the fame time the

French addrefTed to the imperial minifter a note to

the fame effect, though in terms fomewhat lefs menac-.

ing: all which were referred to the cabinet of

Vienna, which returned no categorical anfwer.

While hoftilities thus appeared inevitable*

the French reaped the fruits of their

artfully protracted negotiation, in the furrender of

Ehrenbreitflein ; the brave commander of which, co-

lonel Fabre, was obliged to yield, after a blockade of

twenty-two months, when reduced to the lafl extre-

mity, and experiencing all the miferies of famine. On
this event,, the directory, in their ufual ftyle, in-

ftru&ed their plenipotentiaries to draw around the

emperor the circle of Popilius ; and they,

without delay, tranfmitted a note demand-

ing a pofitive affurance that the Ruffian troops mould

evacuate the imperial territory, and that a filence ex-

ceeding fifteen days, or the further march of the Ruf-

fiansr would be confidered an acl of hoflility.

At the clofe of this period of delay, the

elector Palatine died; an event which might poflibly

have produced an arrangement between the govern-

ments of Paris and Vienna, at the expence of his fuc-

ceflbr,



HISTORY OF FRANCE, 459

cefibr, but the negotiations wLh Paul I. had pro- CHAP.

ceeded to too great an extent to be retraced. The

diredory feem to have confidered fome arrangement

favourable to their views ftili pra&icable, by the mild

terms in which they proclaimed the necef-
7 / r . , r . 2d March,

lity they were under or reluming the pofition

required by affairs, although they were ready, if the

Ruffian troops rerteated, to replace theirs in their

former fituations. This attempt producing

no effect, a meffage, in a far different ftyle,

was fent by the directory to the councils, complain-

ing of the whole conduct of the emperor, implicating

the grand duke of Tufcany, his brother, and an-

nouncing that the neceffary meafures were already

adopted for the fecurity of the ftate. The legiflature

immediately voted war againfl thefe two powers, amid

fliouts of Five la republique! and laws were formed

for giving vigour to the recruiting by confcription,

anol for fupplying the wants of the armies *.

When the flames of war were thus rekindled, the

French had in Europe only four hundred thoufand

troops, including eighty thoufand auxiliaries f, to

mcend with the emperors of Germany and Ruffia
;
to

fend their frontiers and conquefts from Amfterdam

Naples, a fpace of two thoufand miles
;
to protect

From Defadoards ; Hiftolredu Directoire Exicutif; and Hif-

o r the Campaigns of 1796, &c. vol. II. chap. xii.

f Confifting of Dutch, Swifs, Piedmontefe, Cifalpines, Ligu-

Romans, Neapolitans,, and Poles.

their
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CHAP, their coafts and thofe of their allies, from the Texel to

C^
XVI

Jj Bayonne; to keep in fubjection forty millions of men,

1799. anxious to {hake off their yoke ;
to defend theiflands

of Corfica, Malta, and Corfu ;
and maintain internal

tranquillity in France, Holland, and the conquered

countries : fo that they had no more than about two

hundred and fifty thoufand effe&ive men that could

be fpared to ad in Germany, Switzerland, and

Italy, including foray thoufand confcripts of the fe-

cond and third claffes, who arrived towards the end of

February.

General Maffena, with forty-five thoufand, occu-

pied Switzerland, and the left bank of the Rhine, al-

mofl from its fource to the weftern extremity of the

lake of Conftance, and from that point both banks

of the river to Bafle. Between this town and Duflel-

dorf, fixty-five thoufand men were ftationed, under

Jourdan, forming what was called the army of

Mentz. Upon the right bank of the Rhine they

occupied the fort of Kehl, and lined the left bank

from the frontier of Switzerland to Mentz, whence

they poiTeifed all the country on the two banks to

Duifeldorf, where was ftationed a corps of twenty

thoufand men under Bernadotte, called the army of

obfervation. The French, therefore, had only a

hundred and ten thoufand men to carry the war into

Germany, to repulfe the neutral army in cafe it fhould

march againft them, and to keep in fubje&ion Swit-

zerland, and all the countries between the Sarre- and

MofeUe4
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Mofelle, the Roer and the Rhine. The offenfive

plans of the directory were the fame as in 1796 and,

1797; the invaiion of the hereditary dates, and a 1799.

junction under the walls of Vienna. To accomplifh

the object of their ambition, it was intended that the

army of obfervation mould take porTeflion of Philips-

burg, the only fortrefs in the power of the Imperialifts

on the Rhine ; that the army of Jourdan mould crofs

the river, traverfe the defiles of the Black Fored, ex-

tend itfelf into Suabia, and turn the lake of Con*

{lance and the fouthern part of the Tyrol ; that the

army of Switzerland fliould drive the Auflrians from

the country of the Grifons, attack the Tyrol in front,

and feize the valleys of the Lech and the Inn
; while

the army of Italy mould penetrate into Germany,
either through the Tyrol or the Friuli, In this cafe,

the Audrians poded upon the lake of Condance, in

the county of Bregentz, and the Grifons, would have

been -encompafled by Jourdan and Maffena
;
and

thofe which defended the Italian Tyrol and the Ve-

>nefe would have been hemmed in between the ar-

des of Switzerland and Italy.

The cabinet of Vienna, rightly judging that hodi-

des would be commenced early in the feafon, acce-

ated the means of defence ; and placing the

iy
on the war edablifhment with its full

>mplement, difpatched troops to occupy the necef-

y pofitions. The archduke Charles concentrated

>re than fixty thcufand men upon the Lech
5

twenty
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CHAP, twenty thoufand were collected in the Palatinate, in
"VV y T

t^ '_t
the environs of Amberg, or at Wurtzburg, under

1799- general Stzarray ; a like number was ftationed in the

Voralberg and in the Grifons, under Hotze; and near

twenty^five thoufand, commanded by Bellegarde,

were upon the frontiers of the Grifons and the Tyrol.

The army of Italy exceeded fixty thoufand ftrong ;

part of which was upon the Adige, and the remainder

in the Friuli. Thus the emperor had a hundred and

eighty-five thoufand fighting men to oppofe to the

French, ninety thoufand of whom were in a fitua-

tion to act immediately againfl Jourdan and Maf-

fena.

Although the numerical advantage was on the fide

of the republicans, yet, in a military view, the army
of the allies was greatly fuperior : and as the Auf-

trians would not incur the odium of commencing ho-

ftilities, the French, hoping to raife contributions be-

tween the lake of Conftance and the Mein, directed

Jourdan to make a fudden irruption into Germany.,
without any previous declaration of war ; thus vio-

lating the treaty with the emperor, the armiflice

with the empire, and every principle of the law of

nations.

In conformity with thefe injunctions,

Jourdan palled the Rhine at Eehl, with the

vanguard, centre, and left wing of his army ; while

general Ferino croffed at Huningen and Bafle with

the right, and plundered and over-ran that rich valley,

advancing
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advancing to the foot of the mountains with which it Crr AP.

is enclofed. J^l*
The next day, a detachment of the French 1799.

army of obfervation obtained pofleflion of

Manheimj andBernadotte inveftedPhilipfburg, which,

in compliance with the treaty of Campo Formio, was

only garrifoned with two thoufand troops, command-

ed by the rhingrave of Salm *. The fummons dif-

patched by Bernadotte, which, it is to be obferved,

was not warranted by a declaration of war, is a ma-

fler-piece of infolence, atrocity, and perfidy.
" Your

garrifon," he faid,
"

is, to my knowledge, difcon-

tented ; the officers too wife and enlightened to lavifh

their blood to gratify the felfimnefs and caprice of a

few arrogant men; and the foldiers only wait the

fignal
of attack to declare their diffatisfa&ion. When

the inhabitants (hall fee that their houfes are/jbon to

become a prey to the flames, they will prefently de-

termine which fide to take. The artillery of Landau,

which is advancing, will furnifh them with, what

they have long waited for, a fufficient motive to com-

pel their commandant to deliver up the keys. The

terrible example which general Mack has given to all

thofe who lead foldiers to battle againft their will,

touft have afforded you ample matter for alarming re-

He&ions. But widiout adverting to thofe confidera-

tions, the army under my command has fufficient

* The Tame who commanded the Dutch patriots in 1768.

meant
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CHAP, means to compel the fortrefs to furrender. I cannot

repeat often enough, general, that I will not replace

a garrifon in your fortrefs as an enemy: far from it
;j

I mean only 1o hold the place for the German empire ;
j

and I call the world to witnefs, that I declare that I

will reftore Philipfburg to the empire, as foon as the

French government mail be fatisfied that the empird

can defend it againfl the ambition of the houfe of Au\
Jlria. Should you oblige me to give orders for the*

aflkujt ,
I am fure I cannot but fucceed ; as the numJ

ber of troops I have with me, and the other means fl

poiTefs, render it impojfible
I fhould fail. But thq

punijh?nent of thofe who have been the caufe of reJ

fiftance to the French republic mall be terrible ;
norl

will I reftrain the rage qf the foldjers, who will givd

way to their fury againfl you." To this ridiculous

and barbarous fummons, the rhingrave returned a

moderate and fpirited anfwer. The garrifon refute4

by their conduct the infidipus calumny of the French!

general, who, finding it more difficult to execute than

to utter threats, was compelled to turn the fiege int<$

a. blockade.

2<J to fith
^e r^gnt wmg of Jourdan's army, com-

March, manded by Ferino, proceeded along the

Valley of the Rhine, through the foreft towns : thq

centre having divided itfelf into two columns, one of

which advanced by the valley of Hell, and the other,

accompanied by Jourdan and his ftaff, by the valley

pf Kinche, arrived oa the left and right banks of the
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Danube ; while the left win?, under St. Cyr, taking CHAP
XXJV

the road to Kriiebis, pafied through Frydenftadt, tra-^ ^ 'j

verfed the duchy ofWurtemberg, and having dire&ed 1799*

part of its force towards Rothweil and part towards

Tubingen, reached the Necker. While Jourdan's

army had thus advanced beyond the mountains of the

Black Foreft, the army of obfervation was repairing

the fortifications of Manheim, and fpreading itfelf into

the country of Hefle Darmfladt and the Palatinate.

The Auflrians were at too great a diflance to im-

pede the march of Jourdan's army ;
and the duke of

'Wurtemburg, the only prince who could have op-

pofed him, obferved a ftrict neutrality. The French

plenipotentiaries,during their refidence at Raftadt, had

endeavoured to excite revolt among his fubje&s, and

the apprehenfion of their fuccefs obliged him to re-

main tranquil ;
while the hope of detaching the petty

princes from the caufe of the emperor prevented the

French from purfuing, for the prefent, the fyftem of

revolutionifing. They could not, however, be deter-

red from extortion
;
but levied all kinds of contribu-

tions in the duchy of Wurtemburg, as well as in the

Brifgau and the Palatinate. Raftadt, where the con-

grefs was yet fitting, was alone declared neutral
; an

inilance of forbearance by which the French hoped to

realife their favourite project of a partial pacification.

Flattered by thefe firft fucceiTes, the directory, with

an affectation of Roman pride, changed the name

of the army of Mentz to that of army of the Da
VOL. n. un nube9
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CHAP, nube, and appointed Jourdan commander in chief of

t ^ ,the three armies of the Lower Rhine, Upper Rhine,

1799. and Switzerland ; Bernadotte Hill continuing, in fub-

ordination to him, to lead the army of the Lower

J^hine, and MafTena that of Switzerland.

Before he could effect a junction with Jourdan on

the eaftern fide of the lake of Conftance, Maffena was

compelled to encounter the Auftrians, pafs the Rhine

in defiance of their oppofition, drive them from the

Grifons and the Voralberg, and force them to retreat

into the Upper Tyrol. It was therefore neceflary to

begin his attack before the archduke could oppofe the

march of Jourdan and fend reinforcements to the

lake of Conftance. The Grifons having placed them-

felves under the protection of Auftria, a corps of fix

thoufand men, commanded by major-general Auffen-

berg, occupied Chur, fome pofts above that town,

Mayenfeld, .and the fort of Lucienfteig, cofrnmunicat-

ing along the left bank of the Rhine with the army
of general Hotze, which was part at Feldkirch and

part at Bregentz, and the intermediate places, Having
aflembled great part of his army in the cantons of

Glaris and Appenzel, Maflena took poll along

the left bank of the R hine, from the point

where the two fources of that river unite, as far as

the lake of Conftance
; and fent an infolent fummons

to Auffenberg, commanding him to evacuate the Gri-

fons within two hours. This meffage was, however, no

more than a perfidious fubterfuge, to efcapc the odium

of
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of commencing hoftilities without notice ; for before CHAP.
XXVI.

any anfwer could be returned, he made a general at
'

tack on the Auflrian line, directing his chief efforts

againft the important pod of Steig. The Auftrians,

though inferior in numbers and unprepared for the

affault, had the advantage of pofition during the

whole day ; but in the evening the republicans made

themfelves matters of the pafiage and fort of Lucien-

fteig, forded the Rhine at Hag, and cut off the com-

munication between Hotze and Auffenberg.

They were equally fuccefsful on the enfuing

day, obliging Auffenberg to retreat towards Chur,

where he was taken prifoner with all his followers,

and Hotze to return to Fieldkirch *.

MafTena, by proclamation, declared he would eva-

cuate the Grifons when the court of Vienna engaged
to withdraw its troops ;

and he promifed to refpect per-

fonal
liberty, property, and opinions, both religious

and political. Thefe delufive affurances were followed

>y
a complete revolution, and a transfer of the govern-

it to fome expelled patriots, who returning with

le Erench general, proclaimed their factious fen-

iments as the wiflies of the whole people of the Gri-

>ns. The general alfo directed a detachment from

' The lofs of the Auftrians during thefe two days was eftimated

21 pieces of cannon, and .5000 men ; that of the French at 4000

killed and 700 prifoners : fo that the paffing of the Rhine at this

point \vas dearly purchafed, independently of the flagrant breach of

faith manifelted in the attempt.

u PI 2 the
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CHAP, the Valteline and the Italian bailiwicks to attack the

J
LXVI

j fouthern country of the Grifons, while he fliould di-

1799. re& m'

s force againfl the Voralberg. His right wing,

under Lecourbe, was to act between the two
; availing

the weft fide of the Tyrol, into which he hoped to pe-

netrate by the valleys of the Rhine, the Inn, *ind the

Adige.

14-th and
^e ex^cution ofthis plan was commenced

15th. by an attack on Feldkirch ;
but after re-

peated aflaults during two days, the French were 'ob-

liged to retreat with fo great lofs, that the directory

never publifhed Maflena's difpatches. Lecourbe was

> more fuccefsful, gaining pofleflion of almoft all

the valley of the Upper and Lower Engadine, and

taking many prifoners ; nor were his further pro-

ceedings materially impeded by an attack which ge-

neral Loudon made on the villages of Schulz and

i6th and Zerrietz. Defolles, after an obftinate conteft

17th. of two days, drove the Auftrians from the

valley of Bornico ; but Lecourbe was repulfed in a re-

newed attack on the village of St. Martinfbruck.

This inequality of fuccefs retarded the general opera-

tions ; and Lecourbe was* obliged to afTume new

meafures, and delay, for fome days, the invafion of

the Tyrol.

2d to 5th During thefe tranfactions, the archduke,

March, having received, at his head-quarters near

Friedberg, news of trie paffing of the Rhine by the

French, caufed his own army to pafs the Lech, and

take
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take pofleffion of Ulm. He encouraged his troops CHAP.

by a temperate and manly proclamation, which pro-< ^
duced the happiefl effects, animating every bofom 1799-

_

with indignation againfl the French, and the defire

of refilling their ufurpations and incroachments. The

fentiments and example of the archduke imparted an

energetic impulfe to the minds of the generals and

officers. The foldier was the fame as he had inva-

riably mewn himfelf
; brave, patient, incorruptible,

never difcouraged or difobedient, but flill fufceptible

of enthufiafm, The regiments were complete, the

cavalry numerous and fine, the artillery formidable,

and the organifation of every part of the army more

folid than ever.

While Jourdan, for fome unknown reafon, 6th to

remained conftantly flationary, his more ac- Hth.

tive opponent gained pofleffion of the line of Bre- *

gentz, Lindau, Raveniberg, Biberach, and Ulm,

fruftrating the firft part of his plan, and rendering it

impoflible for him to gain the flank of the Tyrol by
ere marches. At length he put his troops jo^to

motion, and, in order to concentrate the i?th.

brce of the armies of Helvetia and the Danube, oc-

cupied pofitions near Stockach; while the archduke,

aving brought up the main body of his army, pulhed

bme parties as far as that place, but on meeting the

French outpofts they withdrew without
committing

hoflilities. Jourdan was defirous to get between the

archduke and general Hotze ; the prince aimed at

parating
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CHAP,
feparating Jourdan from MafTena ;

but neither could

* ^ '.obtain his end without fighting, and both prepared

1729- for action : Jourdan concerted a plan of attack with

Maffena; and the archduke, having fent reinforcements

to Hotze, went in perfon to infpecl his poiition, and

ftrengthened his communication.

Notwithftanding the hoflilities already com-

mitted in the Grifons, the French (till affected

to entertain no view but that of occupying pofitions of

fafety ; and Jourdan wrote to the archduke, flating

the inftructions he had received to enter Suabia, and

announcing his intention to overcome refinance by

force. Two days afterwards he was in-

formed of the declaration of war, which

had been promulgated on the i3th, and loft no

time in difpofing his army in order of battle,
2()th. _,

preparatory to an attack. The archduke

entertained fentiments exactly correfpondent ;
for hav-

ing communicated Jourdan 's laft letter to his officers,

and expatiated on the numerous inftances of hoftility

and breach of faith of which the French had been

guilty, he declared no anfwer mould be given to it

but from the mouth of the cannon, and prepared for

action on the enfuing day. He was not therefore fur-

prifed when Jourdan announced to prince Schwart-

zenberg, who commanded part of the Auftrian van-

guard, the termination of the armiflice.

Although Jourdan intended to attack, he

was anticipated by the celerity of the Auftrian

prince ;
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prince; who, moving forward before day-break,
CHAP.

and overthrowing his advanced pofts, gained

heights and bridge of Oftrach after a ftubborn refill-

ance, and compelled the centre of the French to fall

back to Pfullendorf, the right to Palmenfweiller, and

the left to retreat along the Danube, gaining a pofition

in the fame line. The archduke would have renewed

the attack, but was prevented by night ;
but this firft

onfet was confidered of the higheft importance, both

as a prefage of future fuccefs and as tending mate-

rially to check the defigns of the republicans : their

lofs was calculated at three thoufand
j

that of the

Auftrians, on account of the difficulty of forcing the

pofitions at Oftrach, was not lefs than two.

Aware that his new fituation was not fuf-
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afters which I:

XXVI.
CHAP, afters which had prevented his junction with Maffena

beyond the lake of Conftance.

1799' ^ Having formed his plan for a vigorous at-

tack, Jourdan divided his army into three co-

lumns
;
and at day-break aflailed the Imperialifts at

Steizlingen, Aach, and Lyptingen. General St.

Cyr began the action, by defeating, at the latter poft,

general Meerfield's vanguard, and obliging it to fall

back as far as the woods in front of Stockach ;
while

the other divifions attacked with equal fpirit,' though
not equally confpicuous effect. The archduke, who

was reconnoitring in the village of Aach, made ar-

rangements for defence in other quarters ; and pro-

ceeded himfelf with reinforcements to fupport the

principal pofition near Stockach, where the French

were attacking his right with more than twenty thou-

fand men, while another column was endeavouring to

turn it by Maefkirch, and to cut off its communication

with Pfullenderf. Victory here feemed almofl within

their grafp ; they had penetrated to the extremity of

the wood, and nothing remained but to diiloclge the

Imperialifts from fome heights which they ftill occu-

pied. To extricate himfelf from this critical fituation,

the archduke caufed vigorous attacks to be made at

the fame time on the right and left fides of the road

of Tutlingen. The prince of Furftemberg, whilft

bravely conducting the fecond attack in the midft

of a moft deadly fire, was killed by a grape-mot,

and colonel prince Anhah Bernburg was mortally

wounded.
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wounded. The commanders were replaced by general

Stupfchiitz, who was alfo wounded, and by prince

Anhalt Coethen, who, difmounting from his horfe,

offered to lead the infantry to the charge. The ex-

cellence of the new difpofitions made by the arch-

duke, and the heroifm of fome regiments, flopped for

a while the progrefs of the French ;
who retreated oc-

, cafionally, only however to return with additional

fury to the charge. The infantry of the two armies

flruggled for a long time with unfpeakable obftinacy,

and the carnage was great on both fides, Still victory

emained undecided, till the archduke caufed fome

ttalions of grenadiers, which had jufl arrived from

the left wing, to make an attack upon the left of the

Tutlingen road. Thefe battalions, advancing through

a fhower of grape-mot to the point of the wood oc-

cupied by the French, took them in flank, and made

a demi-brigade prifoners. This vigorous and well-

imed movement, fupported by the co-operation of

,e columns already engaged, decided the day in fa-

our of the Imperialifts. In vain did feveral regiments

cavalry make a itardy charge ; they wore received

ith intrepidity by the grenadiers, a&dnfiharged in

their turn by two regiments of Imperial cuiraffiers,

which put them to the rout. The French, driven

Tom the wood, gave way on all fides, and were

iurfued upon the road to Lyptingen till night.

While thus victory was fnatched, though with dif-

, culty, from the centre of the republican army, the

'column
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CHAP, column under the orders of general Vandamme (de-
"XXVI

tached on the left), which had advanced to Maefkirch '*

with the defign of turning the right of the Auftrians
;

and feizing their referve of artillery, had been vigor-

oufly repulfed by the prince of Wirtemberg, after hav-

ing pofTefled itfelf of the villages of Millingen and' j

Dentwangen, and only efcaped certain deftru&ion by

crofting the Danube, over the bridge of Sigmaringen.,

The right of the republican army was not ulti- $

mateiy more fuccefsful. It had begun by taking pof- j

feftion of the villages of Steizlingen and Lentzingen ; |
but in fpite of feveral vigorous attacks, made firft upoal

Nellemberg and again upon- the village of WallemVeis,!

it could make no impreflion on the Auftrian pofition, $

and was held in check the whole day by generalJ|

Staader, who commanded that wing of the Impe- .

rialifts. Night alfo, upon this point, put an end to *

the battle,- which had lafted along the whole linel

from break of day with unexampled obflinacy, ancfl

great lofs to each of the armies. The night was' s

palled on both fides nearly upon the fame ground
-which had been occupied before*th-e battle. On this

circumflbnkfc Jourdan founded a pretence of having

gained a viclory, and fupported his aflertion by exag-

gerated accounts of the lofs of the Auftrians and pal-

liated ftatements of hisown*, lie found himfelf, after

a few

* He aflerted that the Auftrians had loft 4000 men taken pri-

foners, and 7000 killed and wounded j while on his fide the flain,

wounded.
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a few ineffectual attempts, obliged to re-
0(5th March

treat to the valleys of Hell and Kinche, and to 2d April.

the defiles of the Black Foreft. Even from thefe he

was expelled by the perfevering efforts of the Au-

ftrians under the archduke and general Stzarray, who

joined him with fifteen thoufand men. Jourdan was

embarrafTed,not onlyby hiswant of fkill to conduct a re-

treat, but by the mifunderftandings prevailing between

him and his inferior generals : he therefore repaired to

Paris, under pretence of re-eilablifhing his health ;

publifhed an angry narrative of the late transactions ;

and threw himfelf into the arms of the Jacobins, the

common refource of republican malcontents.

On the day of his departure, the French
r . r , , , 3d to 7th.

camp was lurprifed at noon, and the Au-

ftrians had nearly pofTefTed themfelves of the head-

quarters. Ernouf, who was Jourdan's fucceflbr, im-

^mediately began a further retreat, and in a few days
Suabia was almofl entirely freed from the invaders ;

who, after having remained fix weeks in Germany,
;re driven back nearly to their former fituation.

le archduke, havingfhewn himfelf worthy of victory

his valour, fhewed himfelf capable of deriving the

utmoft advantages from it by his moderation. He
forbore to feek empty glory, by an intemperate purfuit

wounded, and captives, did not exceed 3000. The faft is, that the

Auftrians did not loie more than 4500, nor the French lefs than

6000.

Of
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CH A P. of the retrying foe, but remained with the greater

v ^j part of his force near the lake of Conftance ; rightly

1799- judging, that if he abandoned that point, and ad-

vanced into the Brifgau, his left and rear would

expofed to the incurfions of MaiTena. He duly ap-

preciated the value of Switzerland, either to himfelf

or his opponents; and therefore made judicious and

vigorous preparations for gaining poffefTion of that im-

portant country.

The operations in the Grifpns intended to forward

the general plan were not conducted with more even-

. tual fuccefs than thofe in Suabia. Maflena employed;

his greatefl efforts to drive the Auftrians from the Vo^

ralberg ; and the movement of general Hotze towards

Bregentz and Lindau, which was rendered neceflary

by the advance of Jourdan, having left for the de- <

fence of Feldkirch only fix thoufand regulars fup- j

, ported by fome- companies of Tyrolian volunteers
j

and peafants from the grand levy, general
j|

Qudinot feized a height which flanked the

left of the pofitiori of Feldkirch, ami endeavoured to

eftablifh a battery, but was prevented by the Auflrian

artillery and by general Jellachich, who attacked

him, fword in hand, and drove him from his poft.

The next day, the attack was renewed with

undiminimed vigour and augmented forces ;

but although Feldkirch was aflailed at the fame mo-

ment on every fide, the French were obliged, not

only to relinquifh the attempt, but to repafs the

Rhine,
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Rhine, with the lofs of three thoufand men, killed, CHAP.

vounded, and prifoners.

Foiled in thefe endeavours to penetrate into the

lorth of the Tyrol, the French confidered it-addi-

ionally neceflary for their right wing to force its way
nto the weft of that province. Defolles. there-

25thand

bre marched againft Munfter and Taufers, 26th.

md Lecourbe againft the poftofSt. Martinfbruck :

)oth were completely fuccefsful, and the Auftrians,

ittacked on their right from Innthal and on their

eft from Munfterthal by fuperior forces, and turned

it the fame time by a French column which got

jpon their rear, could not, by the moft vigorous re-

iftance, maintain any part of their line, or even

sffect their retreat : the greater part fell into the

lands of their opponents ; while the reft, after crofs-

.ng over mountains covered with mow, full of preci-

pices, and confidered impaflable, effected their efcape.

Lecourbe was thus mafter ofNauders, and Defolles of

Glurens, which was reduced to afhes. In thefe two

days the Auftrians loft, on the moft moderate calcula-

|
lion, three thoufand five hundred men and twenty-

|

five pieces of cannon.

The French were now mafters of two principal en-

trances into the Tyrol, which province was at the

fame time threatened by their army in Italy. Rein-

forcements were fent to the Winftchgau,under general

Jellegarde ;
and the people of the Tyrol, with loyal

jalacrity, rofe en raajje^ and the companies of vo-

lunteer



475 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAP. Iimteer rangers were fent to the frontier. The French

iJ_ ] puflied on one fide as far as Landek, on the other a;

1799. little beyond Glurenz
;
and thefe were the limits of;

their conquefts. The difficulties of the feafon, the

fcarcity of provifions, the arming of the people, and

the ill fuccefs ofJourdan in^Suabia and of Scherer inl

Italy, rendered their pofition infecure. The AuftriansJ

threatening to penetrate into the valley of Munfier
onj

the rear of Defolles and cut off his retreatJ

obliged him to abandon the pofls of Stj

Mais and Glurenz, and fall back on Tauters and|
Sainte Marie : Bellegarde did not give hirnl

4th April. . .

b
. .

time to complete entrenchments in his new|

pofition, but, by a fpirited attack, drove him, after

a mod vigorous refinance, to Bornio and Zernetz^

This conflict was remarkably fanguinary; great num-

bers fell on each fide, and moil of the officers were

killed or -wounded. The French loft general Petri^

coni, chief of Lecourbe's ftaff, who died of his

\younds in the hands of the Auftrians, five hundred
|

prifoners, and three pieces of cannon. After; J

this day's fuccefs, an attack by the Tyrolefe

volunteers on the poft which Lecourbe had been ob- I

liged to affume at St. Martinfbruck fufficed to expel I

the French from the Tyrol, where their fhort flay j

had been diflinguifhed by the mofl difgraceful ex-

eefles. They profaned the churches, infulted the I

women, diftreffed the inhabitants in general by every I

kind of bad treatment, wafted the fields, pillaged the I

houfes, I
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houfes, and even reduced federal villages to afhes. C u A r.

They meant to punifh, but only augmented the at- <_

tachment of the Tyrolefe for their lawful fovereign,

and the hatred which they had fworn to the French

name. General Bellegrade formed judicious plans

for co-operating with he Imperial armies in Italy,

and driving the French from the Grifons
;
but his.

prefent operations were reduced to flight exploits and

partial movements. The mow, rendered unflable by
the advance of the feafon, no longer permitted the fe-

cure progrefs of troops, and therefore no effec-

tual attack could be made on the valley of the

Grifons.

The campaign in Italy had not commenced at fo

early a period as in other quarters. The French pof-

fefled the whole of that fine country (excepting pare

of the ftate of Venice, ceded to the emperor by the

treaty of Campo Formio), the duchy of Parma, Tuf-

cany, and nearly half of the kingdom of Naples,

They were actively employed in reducing the inhabit-

ts of the fouthern parts to the fame degraded con-

tion as the northern, by defpoiling their territory

id corrupting their principles. Their force confiited

of about eighty thoufand French foldiers, and more

than fifty thoufand Poles, Swifs, Piedmontefe, Ge-

noefe, Romans, and Neapolitans, difperfed from the

frontier of Piedmont to that of Calabria. Thefe were

divided into two bodies ; one of which, called the

army of Italy and compofed of ninety thoufand men,

occupying
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CHAP, occupying the Modenefe, the Milanefe, the Valteline,

^X^* r

'

}
and the countries of Brefcia, Bergamo, and Mantua,

179Q. could only fpare fifty thoufand to be employed in

active operations. It was in cantonments on the banks

of the lake of Garda, the Mincio, and the Po, from

the frontier of Tyrol to the mouth of the lajl-men-

tioned river.

The remaining forty thoufand formed the army of

Naples; occupying the capital and conquered part of

his Sicilian majefty's dominions, Rome, and the flates

of the church. Though oppofed by no regular troops,

it had, on one fide, to guard againfl the population'

of Naples: and, on another, to combat the inhabit-

ants of Calabria, Bafilicata, Tarentefe, Puglia, and, i

in a word, of all the provinces fituaced to the fouth and
j

call of thefe, Abruzza, and Benevento
; who, guided

by faithful fubje&s, and principally led by cardinal

RufFo, at once a priefl, a politician, and a warrior,'

had taken arms in favour of their lawful fovereign.

On a third fide, the fame army had to defend itfelf

againfl the infurregions in a great part -of the flates

the .church, which were often checked, but never

totally fuppreffed.

An infatiable third of plunder diflinguifhed both

thefe armies ; they had lofl all fpirit of discipline, and

officers and foldiers thought only of Enriching them-

felves, not the republic, by daily extortions and op-

preflions. Championet, For. endeavouring to render

thefe diforders lefs licentious and more fyflematic,

was
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deprived of his command of the army of Naples, CHAP.

recalled into France, threatened by a council of war ^ ^-J
with the lofs of his head, and replaced by Macdonald, 1799*

who fuffered no fcruples to interfere with the defpot-

ifm of the directory, the pride of the proconfuls, and

the refolute infubordination of the troops. A fimilar

change, and nearly for the fame reafons, was effefted

in the army of Italy, where Joubert was difplaced, and

the command given to Scherer.

The Auflrian army occupied the line of the Adige

parallel to that of the French army of Italy, extending

from the Italian Tyrol beyond Rovigo. About thirty

thoufand men were diftributed along this line
; while

the army of referve, confifting of about the fame

number, was cantoned in the Trevifano, Friuli, and

Carniola. All thefe troops were under the orders of

lieutenant-general Kray until general Melas mould

come to take the chief command.

From this ftatement of the refpe&ive forces and

>fitions, it appears that the French had a vafl fuperi-

rity
in point of number

j
but that the Auftrians had

leir forces concentrated upon a fhort line, and could

lot be attacked but on that line; while the French

md their auxiliaries, fcattered over the furface of

Italy, from the foot of the Alps to the gulphs of

Naples and Manfredonia, had conflantly to keep in

fubje&ion, and often to combat, a population of

above ten millions ;
and were obliged to guard the

coafts of the Mediterranean and of the Adriatic, upon
which hoilile troops might at any time be landed from

VOL. n. i I the
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CHAP. theEndilh, Ruffian, and Turkifh fleets, which held

the dominion of the two feas
;
blocked up the forts of

Corfu, Ancona, and Malta
; and frequently appeared

before thofe of Leghorn, Civita Vecchia, and Naples,

It may then be faid that the Auftrians, concentrated

in a good pofition, having their left upon the

Adriatic and their right upon the Alps, communi-

cating with the army of the Tyrol, from which they

could receive fuccours, and having only to oppofe

the enemy in their front, poflefled a relative fu-

periority.

Feh and Although it had been obvious from the

March,
beginning of the year that war was inevit-

able, and both fides had been preparing for hoftili-

ties, neither would commence them till fome events,

affecting the armies in the Grifons and Suabia, were

afcertained. The infraction of the treaty of Campo
Formio by the French, who fent an armed boat down

the Po, the crofling of the Rhine by Jourdan, and

the unexpected attack of Maffena on the Grifons, did

not form the fignal for hoflilities in Italy. General

Kray had orders to aft only on the defenfive : half

his army was far behind the line ; though on receiving

orders to quit the Friuli and neierhbour-
12th March. . ,/

ing hereditary provinces, they marched

with promptitude and celerity to the Adige. Scherer

was deterred from opening the campaign, either be-

caufe his preparations were not complete, becaufe war

was not declared, or more probably becaufe the pro-

gr.efs of the other generals was not yet fufficient to

juftify
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juftify him in attempting to break through the line of CHAP.

the Adige and drive the Auftrians behind the Brenta,

and even, if poiTible, out of Italy. If this extenfive pro-

ject mould fail, they hoped at leaft to furround and

conquer the Tyrol, which is at once the key of Ger-

many and Italy, and the rampart of the hereditary

ftates.

Both parties employed the interval of inactivity in

making preparations and gaining intelli-

gence. At length tie armies of the Danube

and Switzerland having gained the pofidons which

were judged moil favourable to the operations of that

of Italy, it was formed in fix divifions, confiding of

forty-five thoufand men, and marched againfl the

principal pofitions of the Auftrians. The left, com-

pofed of three divifions, under Maffena, and fupported

by an armed flotilla on the lake of Garda, drove the

Imperialifls from the heights between that lake and

the Adige ;
carried the intrenched camp of Paflrengo ;

and, pafling the Adige at Polo, fpread themfelves on

the left bank, both towards Verona and the Tyrol,

cutting the line by which the Auftrians maintained

the communication from the Upper to the Lower

Adige. The centre was compofed of two divifions

and a corps de referee, led by Scherer in perfon, and

animated to vigorous exertion by a promife of the

ullage of Verona. They were refilled with great

>irit and judgment by general Kaim ; and, at the

;lofe of a hard-fought day, no material advantage

i i 2 refulted
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CHAP, refulted to them from the attack. The remaining di-

L^ i)
v**i n

> which compofed the right of the French army,

1799- was ordered to take and burn Legnano; but the brave

refinance made by the Auftrians afforded time for

the arrival of the troops of referve from Bevilaqua,

when Kray in turn became the aflailant, and put the

republicans to the rout, with the lofs of two thoufand

men killed and wounded, fix hundred prifoners, and

much ammunition. The" greatnefs of the flaughter

is in part imputed to the indignation of the Auftrian

foldiery, who, having furrounded a corps called the

Polifh legion of Dombrowfky, but compofed, in fact,

almoft entirely of deferters from their own army, re-

mained obflinately deaf to the merciful commands of

their officers, and put all the traitors to death.

This fuccefs would have enabled Kray to advance

immediately againfl Mantua, but the progrefs of the

French on other fides obliged him to fend reinforce-

ments towards Verona; and, after fome partial attacks,

both parties agreed to a fufpenlion of arms for the

purpofe of burying their dead, who, having lain on

the field fmce the 26th, began to infect the air.

Two hours before the expiration of this truce,

ten thoufand men, under Serrurier, having paired the

Adige by the bridges of Polo, forced the Auftrian

pofts on the left bank, and advanced till within half a

league of Verona; while another column endeavoured

to gain the heights which flanked the right of the

Auftrians and the road ofVicenza, upon which general

Kray
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Kray had wifely pofted his referve, or, more properly CHAP.

fpeaking, the main body of the army. This general, ^.J
took from it feven battalions and two regiments of

cavalry, formed them into three columns, and fent

them, one along the Adige, another on the road from

Verona to Roverdo, and the third towards the heights

on which the French were forming : the latter were

already come as far as Parona, within half a league

of Verona. At that moment of fo much danger for

that town, the three Auftrian columns came up with

the enemy, and attacked them with fuch fpirit that

they could not refifl, but were obliged to retire

towards their bridge, which was full three leagues

diflant. The Auflrians following them very clofely,

the retreat was nothing but continued fighting. The

French conducted it for a long time in good order ;

but when the left Auftrian column faw that they ap-

proached the bridge, two battalions of grenadiers

were detached from it with the greateft rapidity along
the river, who, without firing, and ufing only the

bayonet, overcame all refiftance, and feized the head

of the bridge ;
and thus all thofe who had not already

patted were cut off. The republicans, fearing pur-

fuit, haftened to break down the end of the bridge ;

while the Auftrians did the fame on their fide. The
French column which had been fent by the mountains,

and which had more ground to traverfe in order to

arrive at the bridge, was entirely cut off; a part of it

immediately laid down its arms, and the reft, in endea-

vouring
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CM A P. vouring to efcape acrofs the mountains, were likewife

J^
XVI ' almoft all taken : two thoufand men fell into the hands

W (J9 f tne Auftrians, and the French loft all the local ad-

vantages they had gained on the 2 6th.

Scherer, abandoning all hopes ofpenetrating
'

by the Upper Adige, quitted the pofts he

occupied between .the river and the lake of Garda ;

and, having garrifoned Pefchiera, occupied with his

left and centre a pofition beyond the Tartaro, between

Villa-Franca and Ifola della Scala, where he placed

his head-quarters, his right being before Legnano.

The Auftrians pufhed on to Caftelnuovo, and en-

camped on the right bank of the river, before Verona

and on the road to Villa Franca. Thefe few days

coft the French more than ten thoufand men killed,

wounded, captured, or deferted ; and the Auftrians

half that number. So much was the French army

difcouraged, that a hundred and ninety re-

publican foldiers and twenty-three officers laid

down their arms at Villa Franca, before feventeen

Auftrian light-horfe-men. The defertion too was

very great, efpecially among the Swifs and Pied-

montefe whom the French had incorporated into

their army after having difbanded that of the king

of Sardinia ; every day they arrived in fmall bands at

the Auftrian advanced pofts.

Several flight ikirmiihes occupied the enfuing days,

which were all favourable to the Auftrians ; when

general Scherer, alarmed by the increafmg dangers

of
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of his pofition, and knowing that twenty-three thou- CHAP.

fand republican auxiliaries were expected fpeedily to*
'

arrive, refolved on making a new effort to drive the

Imperialifts beyond the Adige, and to eftabliih himfelf

on the other fide of that river. At the fame period,

general Kray had formed a project for forcing

the French to crofs the Mincio. Both armies

marching on the fame day to execute their refpective

plans, encountered each other at ten o'clock in the

morning, and commenced a furious conteft, which

did not terminate till fix in the evening* The French

muttered only 36,000 men, while the Aufirians had

45,000 ;
but for the firft two hours the republicans

had every appearance of fuccefs, and gained ground
on all fides. The Aufirians, however, judicioufly

brought their referve, which confided of ten thoufand

men, into action, and finally put their opponents to

flight in every direction; purfuing them for the fpace

of nine miles, gaining feventeen pieces of cannon and

near three thoufand prifoners, and killing and wound-

ing three thoufand five hundred men. The lofs of the

victors in ilain and wounded amounted to two thoufand

five hundred. At the termination of the day general

Kray eftablifhed a line of obfervation from Lecco almoft

toVeleggio,andobtained pofleffionof the fortified camp
at Magnano, from which the battle takes its name.

Difheartened as well as enfeebled by this conflict,

general Scherer, continuing to retreat, concentrated his

army between Mantua and Goito, and fpeedily paifed

the
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CHAP. the Mincio, throwing a reinforcement into
XXVI 7th.

-vl* Pefchiera. The Auftrian vanguard pufhed
V 99- on to Valeggio, and feized the bridge over the Mincio ;

while general Klenau funk or took the French armed

and provifion boats on the Po, and gained poffeflion

of the countries of Ofliglia and Governolo, cutting

off all communication between Mantua and the

Lower Po, carrying off eighteen thoufand mufkets

intended for the garrifon, and making feveral hundred

prifoners. The people of Italy, hailing the fuccefs of

the Imperialifls as the moment of redemption, cut

down the trees of liberty, abjured all revolutionary

inlignia, and compelled the French troops difperfed

about the country to fhut themfelves up in Ferrara

and Bologna. At the other extremity of the line of

the Imperial army, general Wuckaffowich drove the

French from the valley of the Chiefa, from the two

mores of the lake of Idro, and took poffeflion

of the important defile of Rocca d'Aufo,

which opened the entrance of the Brefcian, and placed

him in the rear of the republican army. Thefe

threatening circumflances induced Scherer to quit the

Mincio, and leave Pefchiera and Mantua to their fate.

When Kray had brought the affairs of his army to

this profperous flate, general Melas arrived

to affume the command, and fent his vanguard

over theMincio to occupy the approaches to Pefchiera,

while on the left Klenau pufhed on to the vicinity of

Mantua. Melas was not yet, however, fufficiently

ftrong



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 489

rong to advance his main body beyond the Mincio C HA r.

nd blockade thofe two fortreffes ;
but was foon re- ^ ^_,.^

eved from his embarraffment by the arrival of the

luffians at Verona. He then loft no time in
loth.

afling the river, and while encamped near

Hampagnola was joined by the Ruffian army and by

narfhal Suworow, who aflumed the chief
loth,

ommand of the troops of the two emperors,

.mounting to fixty thoufand men, befides the corps

letached on their flanks.

Suworow had already eftablifhed an exalted cha-

acter for military genius and activity, and was known

o entertain the moft ardent defire to lead the troops

)f his country againft the French. He loft no time

n inaction, but having allotted near twenty thoufand

nen to the blockades of Pefchiera and Mantua, which

vere foon to be regularly befieged, and committed

:he charge of thofe attempts to the brave and judicious

general Kray, he made prudent provifion for pre-

/enting all aflaults which might impede his progrefs,

ind fet forward in purfuit of the republicans,

'ar from taking advantage of the paufe

ide by the Auftrians while expecting the

Ruffians to intrench himfelf on the Chiefa and the

Oglio, Scherer continued his retreat, patting

the Adda, while his right approached Brefcia

by an oblique movement. The allies purfued him

ftep by ftep, and in an action near Cremona,
29th,

where the Ruffians firft coped with the

French,
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CHAP. Ffench, the rear-guard of the latter was defeated
XXVI.

with the lofs of four hundred prifoners. This
*? i ft

event was followed by the capture of Brefcia,

which yielded to the united troops after a delay of fix,

hours : the aflailants loft only one artillery-man, and

acquired forty-four pieces of cannon, with a large

quantity of warlike ftores and provifions. Thefe ad-

vantages, which were vigoroufly purfued, enabled the

allies to drive their opponents from the Oglio ;
and a

detached corps, under colonel Strauch, having gained

poflefiion
of the heads of the valleys on the two flopes

of the great Alps, at once fecured the left flank of the

Swifs army and the right flank of the army of Italy,

and turned thofe of the two armies of the French in

the fame countries. The divifions under general

Defolles being obliged to give aid to Scherer's army

inftead of receiving afliftance from it, that divifion

was unable to maintain the excellent pofition pre-

ferited by the fpace Which feparates the valleys of the
,

Upper Oglio and of the Upper Adda,, and was obliged

to fall back upon the latter, which in a fhort time it

alfo abandoned.

Encouraged by thefe events, the people of Italy

gave way to the fentiments of hatred and revenge

againft their oppreffors, and, rifmg in military array,

compelled them to take refuge in garrifon towns.

The communications and fupplies of the republicans

were endangered, and Scherer found himfelf ftill

obliged to retreat, that he might concentrate his

troops,
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troops, fecure the fortified places of Piedmont, and CHAP.
XXVI

meet the reinforcements expected from Switzerland

and France. Although this general was in no con-

fidera'jle degree Liarneable for. the reverfes he had

fuftaitted, his conduct was feverely cenfured by go-

vernment : he was deprived of his command, and

Moreau nominated his fucceflbr ;
and the army of

Naples was directed to evacuate that country, and

unite with the troops on the banks of the Adda.

When Moreau obtained the command , reinforce*

ments from Piedmont, Genoa, and France, had raifed

his numbers <;o about thirty thoufand
;
but although

the force of his opponents nearly doubled his own,

he would no, precipitately abandon his pofuion,

hoping^ by a judicious delay of a few days, to allow

time for ,he fortified places of Piedmont and the

Appenines to be put in a ftate of defence.

The allies, having pafled the Oglio, reached ogj to

the banks of the Adda, and encamped oppofite
2^th -

Caffano and Vaprio, with a column between Brivio

and Lecco. Two days were fpent in repofe, or in

partial actions to amend the pofition, previous to a

grand exploit which Suworow had in contemplation.

The French were placed in front of the allies
;
the

head-quarters of Moreau being at Inzago ;
the tete de

font at Caflano flrongly intrenched and protected by

illery, riflemen, and batteries ; the right wing

ding the refl of the courfe of the Adda, with its

cipal force at Lodi and Pizzighitone. Suworow

found
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CHAP. found it neceflary to force this line, in orde
'

t to conquer the Milanefe ; by his directions

1799- therefore, general Wuckaflbwich feized and repairec

a flying bridge which the French had not completel;

deilroyed, and croffing the river with four battalion

and two fquadrons, took a pofition at Brivio. On the

centre, the quarter-mailer-general, the marquis de

Chafteller, with equal intrepidity and judgment, threw

a bridge over the river oppofite Trezzo; and the

light troops, having crofled before the republicans

were aware of the movement, fell on Serrurier's

divifion, and repulfed it to Pozzo. The noife of this

attack drew general Grenier to the fpot, and a battle
i

enfued, in which the allies were nearly overpowered \

by numbers, till reinforcements palling the river

turned the fortune of the day ; and the French, after

rallying feveral times, were driven with great lofs to

Gorgonzello. Melas, having thrown a bridge over

the Ritorto and poflefied himfelf with little difficulty

of the fete de font at Caffano, paffed the Adda, and

joined Suworow at Gorgonzello ;
from which place

the republicans had retreated towards Milan, fecure

from purfuit only through the darknefs of the night

and fatigue of their opponents.

On the morrow, general Melas, whofe

troops were lefs exhaufted than the Ruffians,

marched without oppofition to Milan
;
the inhabitants

of which immediately tore down the republican co-

lours, and received with proftrate homage the Impe-

rial
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Hal eagle. Suworow arrived the fame night with all CHAP.
XXVI

his (taff, and the modefl privacy of his entrance formed

a noble contraft to the oftentatious arrogance dif-

played in the fame place by Buonaparte. Befides the

glory and advantage of recapturing the capital of

the Auftrian monarchy in Italy, another confe-

quence followed from the engagement of the 2jth,

which is fomewhat improperly called the battle of

Caflano. General Wuckaffowich, by furprifmg the

pafiage of the Adda at Brivio, had cut off the line of

communication between the centre and left of the

French. On the enfuing day he proceeded to en-

counter general Serrurier, who, with three thoufand

men, was ftrongly entrenched at Verderio. One at-

tack was unfuccefsful
;
but the Auftrians having made

[preparations
to furround the French corps and batter

in every direction, Serrurier capitulated, and the

vhole force yielded themfelves prifoners of war. The
re old general *, however, obtained for himfelf

his officers permiffion to retire to France, on

idition of not ferving again till exchanged.

'he battle of Cafiano, and the actions it produced

the Upper Adda, coft the republicans five

ifand men made prifoners, amongfl whom was a

This excellent officer preferred under the republican ftandard

that fenfe of honour which had raifed him to the rank of lieutenant-
.

colonel under the old government : he kept himfelf fo pure in the

laidft of the extortions committed by the other generals, that he

wa called the virgin of tie army.

general.

1799-
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C<HAP. general, belides four thoufand killed and wounded*

Z
*VI

* ^e * ŝ f ^e a^es> under the different heads,

1799- amounted at lead to two thoufand five hundred.

They took thirty-two pieces of cannon on the field of i

battle, and a much greater number at Milan. It is

remarkable in this feries of events, that the Impe-

rialifts fought for the fafety of Verona under its walls

on the 26th, and even on the 3oth of March ; and

that in eight-and-twenty days they were eftablifhed in

Milan, having in the interval inverted two fortreffes,

forced the paflage of a river lined with intrenchments,

obtained two brilliant victories, killed or wounded

more than fifteen thoufand men, made a like number

of prifoners, and taken more than a hundred pieces

of cannon. A fingle month had produced to them a

mafs of trophies and advantages, which in other times

would alone have conflituted a happy refult of a

campaign, and even, as to territory, of a whole war.

While, thefe events confirmed the afcendancy of the

allies in Italy, the archduke Charles, after difcon-

certing the plans of the republican generals, fecured

Suabia from ar new invafion by a chain of pofts along

the valley of the Rhine to near the Neckar, endea-

voured to form magazines for the fubfiftcnce of his

troops, and directed all his efforts towards the inva-

fion of Switzerland. When arrived on

the frontiers of Schaffhaufen, he addreffed

a prudent, frank, and explicit proclamation to the

people, difavowing all intentions of difmembering or

plundering
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hindering the country, and promifed on behalf of CHAP,

the emperor the maintenance of the ancient friendly

connection with the cantons, and the prefervation to

Switzerland of her independence, her privileges, and

her pofleffions. This addrefs, befides the great ob-

of tranquillifing the people with refpect to the

;ws of Auftria, was calculated to prevent them from

ig in behalf of the French, who had ordered a

ipulfory levy of eighteen thoufand men. His ex-

tations were not difappointed ; the inrolments

r exceeding one-third of the number required,

infurre&ions breaking out in feveral cantons,

ticularly thofe moft remote from France. The do-

lineering republic, though able to procure from the

government of Helvetia a decree for inrolling all

imarried men from twenty to forty-five, and all

irried who were under thirty years of age, could

obtain a declaration of war againft the emperor.

Many concurring circumflances, and, among then^

feeble (late of the archduke's health, did not per-

It him to begin a general invafion of Switzerland ;

it he furrounded the town of SchafFhaufen,

I, the commander refufing to capitulate,

reed the gates, and compelled the French to repafs

Rhine with the lofs of feveral hundred men,

lied, wounded, and prifoners, befides feventeen

of cannon. In their retreat the republicans,

with wanton barbarifm, unnecefiarily deftroyed the fa-

mous

13th April.
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CHAP, mous bridge of Schaffhaufen> that wonderful monu-

i./ _ljinent of untaught genius *, although the Auftfians

offered a capitulation by which it might
have been fpared. The next day the French

were driven from Peterhaufett, oppofite to Conftance

and that place was alfo fummoned and bombarded,

though without immediate effect : the Auftrians, how-

ever, in a few days obtained the pofts of Stein and

Eglifau ;
and the Rhine, from Bregentz to Bafle, be-

came the line of divifion between the armies.

The remainder of the month pafled in almofl en-

tire inaction, produced on the fide of the archduke

partly by military, but ftill more by political, reafons.

To the difgrace of his country, he had enemies at

Vienna, more active and more formidable than at

Paris ;
and their intrigues were fo far fuccefsful, that

he had nearly been deprived of the command : and

this caufe combined with others in preventing thofe

exertions which would have enabled him to follow his

career of fuccefs, and turn to advantage the prefent

difpofition of the opprefled people of Switzerland.

The French were alfo inactive, in confequence of their
(

lofles. Maflena, who, after Jourdan had retired, was

firft appointed ad interim, and afterwards finally, to

the chief command of the army of the Danube, in-

cluding thofe of obfervation and of Switzerland,

repaired to Strafburg to regulate the organifation

* See CQXC'S Travels in Switzerland, vol. I. p. 7.

and
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and movement of his troops, and while preparing
CHAP.

for reinforcements fixed his head-quarters at Bafle

During thefe tranfactions the French plenipoten-

tiaries remained at Raftadt, although their motives

could not eafily be afcertained : at length they re-

ceived orders to retire to Strafburg, andin-
. . n c r , April.

vite all the miniiters of princes of the em-

pire, who were willing to conclude feparate treaties

with the republic, to attend them. Their retreat was

more urgent, as the communication with the left

bank of the Rhine was interrupted by the huflars of

Szeckler,who had cut the communication of the bridge

of boats. The French minifters therefore
- . , . . . . 25th April.

declared, by an official note, their intention

of departing in three days; and baron d'Albini, the

directorial minifler at Mentz, wrote to colonel Bar?

baczy, who was potted at Gerfbach, demanding fafe

conduct for the plenipotentiaries. An an-

fwer was returned to this demand at feven

o'clock in the evening of the day they had fixed for

their departure, and it merely advifed them to quit

Raftadt in four-and-twenty hours. They obferved to

the Hungarian officer who delivered it that no notice

was taken of their fafety, and received for anfwer

that a doubt on that point was an infult to the All-

IV
:

enti

From Hiftory of the Campaigns of 1796, &c. vols. III. and

.; and an anonymous work publiftied periodically at Hamburgh,

titled Precis des Evencmens Militaircs, a tranflation of which is

iublifhed

by Egerton, London.

Yoi,, HP K K
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CHAP, flrian army. 'At the fame moment four hundred-
XXVI
L__^_,hufrarsofSzeckler entered the city, occupying all the

1 79(>. pofts and guarding the gates, with orders to prevent

all ingrefs and egrefs. The French plenipotentiaries,

having fixed that very day for their departure,

thought it beneath their dignity to delay, and there-

fore applied for leave to proceed, which at nine

o'clock they obtained. When they had reached the

diftance of five hundred paces from Raftadt, about

threefcore men, in the drefs of Szeckler buffers, on

foot and on horfeback, rufhed from a wood and

flopped the carriages. Jean Debrie was beaten and

wounded with fabres, but protected by the thicknefs

of his clothing ;
and deluding the afiailants by coun-

terfeiting death, he had the good fortune to fave his

life, and, after wandering fome time in the fields,

returned to Raftadt. Bonnier and Roberjot were

killed, the carriages plundered, and their papers

thrown into the river
;
but the wives and adherents

of the plenipotentiaries were left at liberty to return

in their carriages to the place from which they had

juft departed.

Such is the account of this extraordinary affair, ex-

traded from the narrative of Jean Debrie himfelf ;

but the opinion of mankind has been much divided

refpeding the criminals. The French had begun the

war under unfavourable aufpices, and did not find,

even in their own country, that enthiifiafm which

they had been accuftoped to confider as the har-

~ i bjnger
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binger of fuccefs. No motive of public fpirit could CHAP.

be adduced to animate the people, and therefore it

was neceffary to inflame their paflions by fome pre- 17&9.

text of injuftice and violence; and none could be fo

effectual as that of injury and indignity offered to the

minifters of peace, and in repugnance to the law of

nations. Reafoning on this principle, fome writers

infer that the alfaflination was a French plot, in which

Jean Debrie was an accomplice with the directory,

and Roberjot and Bonnier were compelled to act the

character which Chabot and Grangeneuve had re-

hearfed, but not performed, in July, 1793** This rea*

foiling reconciles circumflances otherwife abfurd, and

accounts for the long delay of the miniflers where no

further benefit could be expected from their exer*

tions, for their departure at night, and for the flight

injury fuflained by Jean Debrie, which did not even

prevent his travelling in lefs than four-and4wenty

hours
;
while his unfortunate colleagues were, as he

affirmed, abfolutely cut to pieces. If the crime had

really been committed by the huflars of Szeckler, a

flight fearch would have foon difcovered fome of the

valuables they had taken
;
nor could fixty men hav'e

been expected to be fo uniformly fecret in fuch an act

of villany but that offers of pardon and promifes of

reward would have produced difclofures.

The French directory and legiflative bodies made

* See Roland's Appeal to impartial Pofterity, vol. I. p. 141.

K K 2
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CHAP, ufe of this incident in the manner which was naturally
XXVI

',expecl:ed. Furious declamations followed the mef-
*\/~ *- * *

1799
'

fage announcing it
; Jean Debrie related his adven-

tures in a flyle which produced much ridicule on the

fubjecl of his impenetrable coat
;
the feats in the hall

of the council which belonged to Roberjot and Bon-

nier were not to be filled by new elections, but kept

perpetually vacant,, to revive the memory of their

fate ;
the legiilative body denounced to all govern-

ments the maflacre of the two plenipotentiaries, or-

dered by the cabinet of Vienna, and executed by the

Auflrian troops ; and every army and fleet was to

receive a tri-coloured banner, with an infcription in-

voking vengeance to appeafe the manes of Roberjot

and Bonnier. Thefe fentiments were reinforced by

proclamations, addrefles, a grand funeral ceremony,

and all the other arts of the French government ;
but

even in Paris it was not eafy to make thofe who re-

fle&ed believe that a mighty emperor, with vafl armies

in the field, engaged in bonds of faith with powerful

allies, and fuccefsful on every fide, would difgrace

his own character and make their adherence by a

flagrant crime, attended with no profpect of advan-

tage : for of what confequence, either in war or peace,

could be the exiilence of two individuals fo obfcure

and infignificant as meflieurs Roberjot and Bonnier ?

If thefe arguments applied -flrongly to the acquittal of

the emperor, they gained force and were augmented

by many additional reafcns when the French govern-

ment
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ttient charged Great Britain as an accomplice, or ra- CHAP.

ther principal, in this fuppofed crime. The iniquity

and folly of this charge were fo obvious, that even

Frenchmen heard with ridicule the paffionate declam-

ations with which it was enforced, and fneered at

the vote of the council of five hundred ordaining

that, in order to keep perpetually alive the fpirit of

vengeance, every orator fiiould conclude his fpeech

with the fentence Delenda $ft Carthago *. -

* From Defadoards
;
Hiftoire du Dire&oirsExecutifj and Hiftory

of the C ampaigns of 1796, &c

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVEL

Operations in the Grifons Generals Bellegarde and

j Haddick drive General Lecourbe from his Intrench-

ments and from the Lower Engadine Failure 6f

General Hotze at Lucienjieig Meafures taken by
*

Bellegarde to remedy its Effects Afecond Attempt

crowned with complete SuccefsThe French driven

from the Grifons They retreatfrom the EafternParts

of Switzerland General Hotze and the Archduke

trofs the Rhine Attempt toform a Junttion A Part

oftheir Force defeated by Majfena who is nevertheless

obliged to retire behind the Tofs to Glatt and to a

Pofition before Zurich The Aiiftrians gain PoJJeJJloi%

of Glarus and other Cantons and. of Mount St*

Gothard Strong Pofition taken by Majfena forced by

the 'Archduke Charles Majfena
9
sfecond Pojition Its

great Strength Caufes of the Inactivity of the Arch*

duke Several Aftions take place on the right Bank of

the Rhine Partial Operations in Switzerland

Further Proceedings in Italy Judicious Movements of

Moreauand of Suworow Pefchiera and

tone taken Plan of Suworow Tortona taken .

quent Skirmijhes Retreat of Moreau -*

marches againft Turin lakes the City and invefts the

Citadel:
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Citadel General Count Hohenzollern defeats General

Loifon and takes the Caftle of MilanYerr.ara,

Ravenna^ and other Places
', alfo taken View of the

South of Italy Invafion ofTufcany State of Naples

Macdonald quits it, to join Moreau His fuccefsful

March into ^ufcany Meafures taken by him and

Moreau to effect a Junftion Exertions of the Allies

fit Turin and throughout the Dominions of the King

of Sardinia Suworow obtains Reinforcements Mac-

donald defeats the Aujlrians near Modena Move-

ments of Suworow He defeats Macdonald and com-

pels him to retreat to the Appenines Advances againft

Moreau Succejfes and Retreat of that General The

Citadel of Turin taken Altered State ofthe War In-

furrettions againft the French Macdonald obliged to

evacuate Tufcany Joins Moreau Siege and Capture

of Alexandria and ofMantua The King of Naples

regains his Dominions Internal Affairs of France

Contemptibility of the Directory Decline of their

PowerPermanent Sittings Treilhard expelledfrom

the Direclory Mejfage to the Councils* Gohier takes

the Place of Treilhard Philippics againft the Di-

reftory by Bertrand du Cahados and Boulay de la

Meurthe Charafters of Merlin and Lareveillere

drawn by Boulay They are expelled the Direflory

Barras refigns, but afterwards retains his Place

Roger Ducos and General Moulins made Directors

Change of Miniftry Lawsfor inforcing the Inrolment

of Confcripts and raifeng a Loan A new Jacofyn

Club
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Club formed Accufation of Rewbell,

Merlin^ and Treilhard-i

--rejeied by the Council of

Five Hundred*

XXVII
I7y9 ' * ^^ operations of the war became, in the

i- Y
' courfe of this campaign, fo extenfive, and events in

different quarters were fo flrictly connected in their

Ultimate refults, that it will be neceifary, in recounting

its progrefs, frequently to quit the details relating to

one army, in order to bring forward thofe which, in

the fame period, diflinguifhed another, and to give a

clear view of the general pofition of the oppofed forces

at certain points of time forming epochs in the cam-

paign.

As it was now the province of the allies to act on

the offenfive, they found it neceffary to combine plans

of effectual co-operation ; and the difficulties of the

feafon, and fome other impediments, being no longer

confidered fufficiently formidable to juflify delay,

generals Hotze'and Bellegarde formed a project for

a general attack on all the pofitions occupied by the

French in the valleys of the Rhine, theLane;-
30th April. , , T

J _
wart, and the Inn. Bellegarde, fupported

by feveral companies of Tyrolian chafieurs, began to

move in two columns ; one, led by himfelf, 10 attack

the valley of the Inn in front
; the other, commanded

by general Haddick, was to pafs over the mountains

of the Scharl, and defcend into the fame valley on

the rear of the French corps there intrenched
; while a

confiderable
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confiderable detachment was to penetrate through CHAP.
XXVII

the valley ofGhiefiers, and endeavour to reach Zernets. .

^
1

General Bellegarde,proceeding from his head-quarters
17^>

at Nauders, fucceflively overthrew the advanced pods

of the French ; and having performed a difficultmarch,

during which his troops were feveral times obliged

to ford the Inn, he arrived, after conftant fighting,

at Ramifs, or Remus, and took pofleffion of the

village, as well as of the heights by which it was

commanded. Notwith(landing the fatigue of his

troops, he attacked the intrenched camp of the re-

publicans, fituated at fome diflance behind this village,

and carried three ranks of works which defended it

to the right and left ; but the defences were fo com-

plete that he found it impracticable to crofs the ditch,

and the approach of night arrefted further operations*

In this period, general Haddick, after a march of ten

hours over mountains covered with fnow, three ob-

ftinate engagements, and carrying feveral intrench-

hients, arrived at Trafp, in the valley of the Inn.

The Auftrians being thus ported in his front, on his

right, and even in his rear, Lecourbe was obliged to

abandon his pofition without further conteft, taking

up another in the rear of Garda. The column

directed againft Zernets had been fuccefsfully op-

pofed by fuperior numbers, or Lecourbe could not

have efcaped without lofmg a great part of his troops.

The fatigue of this effort did not deter the i ft and

Auftriansfrompurfuing their fuccefs : generals
2d Ma

>
r
-

Bellegarde
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CHAP. Bellegarde and Haddick, having effected

near Schulz, reftored the bridge of Garda which the

French had deftroyed, gained pofTeffion of the village

of Lavins, and finally expelled their opponents front

the village of Zernets and all the Lower Engadine.
The defence was conducted with no lefs judgment
and valour than the attack, and the lofs was

nearlyj

equal, being about fifteen hundred men on either

party ; Lecourbe was wounded, and general Dumont

taken prifoner by the Imperialifls.

Meanwhile general Hotze, having received
'

reinforcements which raifed his numbers to

twenty thoufand men, advanced through the valley

of the Grifons againft the fort of Lucienfleig ; whilfl

another column marched towards the fame point by
the defiles of Langwart, and detachments penetrated

by correfponding valleys to keep the French in check

on all points. The plan was formed for a combined

aflault : but the latter column not arriving till feveral

hours after Hotze had begun the attack, the French

general Menard was enabled to defeat the whole

project, and even to kill or take prifoners a great part

of the fecond column. The failure of this attempt

was the more to be regretted as it expofed to the fury

of the French many brave natives of Switzerland,

who, in hopes of refcuing their country, had taken up

arms, but were afterwards defeated in two battles and

maflacred without mercy.

This event having fruflrated the hopes of a junction
of
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of Bellegarde and Hotze, the former gene- CHAP.
r i

SdtplSth. XXVII
ral found it necefiary to make further pro- <__^_J

grefs,
and therefore continued to drive Lecourbe 1799.

before him till he was mailer of the whole courfe of

the Inn, and able to aft on the flank of all the French

corps which defended the different valleys of the

Rhine. He then pufhed a vanguard by Sylva Plana,

towards the Valteline and the country of Chiavenna,

and, by a judicious divifion of the reft of his corps,

enabled Hotze to make a fecond effort againft 10thand

Lucienfteig. This attack was combined in a i4<th.

mafterly manner ; and the detachments were greatly

aflifted in their march, and in tranfporting their

artillery, by the peafantry. The French had con-

ftrucled a. ftrong work called the fort of Steig, which

generals Hotze and Jeilachich firft ftormed, and took

half a brigade prifoners. Hotze then proceeded to

the important poft of Zitters, cutting offthe retreat of

the French troops in the Brettigau ; while other de-

tachments, defcending into the valley of the Rhine by
Marfchlins and Zitzers, compelled a part of the French

to retire to Ricl^nau, where they took poft at the con-

fluence o.f two branches of the Rhine ; and the reft

faffed the river at Ragats, and directed themfelves

partly towards Sargans and partly upon Vettis, thus

leaving the Imperialists mafters of the whole line of

the ten jurifdiftions. This was not the only fruit of

that day ; for nearly four thoufand men and twenty

pieces
of cannon fell into the hands of the vi&ors.

la
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15th to
In the four following days this brilliant

18th cefg wag f uowec} bv new expi its
. tin the

Imperialifts having almofl reconquered the Grifon

country, become matters of the fources of the Rhine,

and eflabliihed pofls beyond that river, made vigorous

preparations for the invafion of Switzerland ; an

exploit which was left to the conduct of the archduke

and general Hotze, Bellegarde* having quitted them

to aflifl the operations in Italy.

Apprehenfive of an intended attack, the

French made a fpirited attempt to diflodge the~

Auftrians from one of their newly-acquired pofts, and

compel them to repafs the Rhine at Wallenfladt
; but

although they had a great fuperiority of numbers, and

received continual reinforcements, they were defeated

and difappointed. Maffena, finding the eaftern parts

of Switzerland no longer tenable, evacuated the

Toggemburg, the canton of Appenzel, the country of

St. Gall, -and the Turgaw, and withdrew all his forces

* On the fubject of this general, it is painful to add the following

paragraph, extracted from the intelligent hiftorian of the Campaigns
of 1796, &c. "It has .been," he fays,

t( a current report and a

prevalent opinion, that the political and private conduct of count

Bellegarde, during the courfe of this campaign, did not correfpond

with his military conduct. He is accufed of having behaved un-

gratefully to the archduke Charles, and, by his intrigues and in-

fluence at the court of Vienna, croffed the generous views of that

prince, to the effential detriment of Europe. It is a matter of

regret to be unable to contradict thefe rumours, and be obliged to

confine our praife to the military talents of count Bellegarde."

behind
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lind the Thur ;
and the advanced ports of the CHAP.

Auftrians which guarded the Rhine from Feldkirch
,

VJJ
^

to Reineck paffed the river. The archduke had re- 1799,

iblved not to enter Switzerland till the fouth and eaft

)fthat country had been invaded
;
but as foon

s he was informed that the French had

quitted the neighbourhood of Schaffhaufen he dif-

patched fome light troops to reconnoitre the roads of

Zurich and Conftance, who found that the republicans

lad retired beyond the Tofs. A bridge of boats was

mmediately ertablifhed at Schaffhaufen and Diffen-

oven, and the Auftrian army occupied a

amp marked out near Paradis, the arch-

uke's head-quarters being moved from Singen to

chaffhaufen
;
while general Hotze, having effected a

affage with all his troops, eftablifhed his head-

uarters at St. Gall.

The armies of the archduke and Hotze having thus

cquired a firm footing in Switzerland, their next

bject was to effect a junction ;
but Maffena, who had

>y retreating concentred his forces, and was correctly

apprifed of the movements of his opponents, fpeedily

advanced, hoping to attack them with advantage in
'

their march. His meafures were fo well

planned and executed, that he was enabled to

defeat the advanced guard under general Nauendorf,

and a divifion under general Petrafch ; the effect of

which was to compel the other branches of the army
to adopt alfo a retrograde movement, after lofmg

about
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CHA. . . about two thoufand men killed, wounded

__^ j and prifoners. The check was not, howeverj

1799- of fufficient magnitude to prevent the Auflrians from

fpeedily refuming the oflfenfive
; they drove the repubJ

licans from their pofition at Winterthur, and com

pelled them to retreat behind the Tofs. The Imperia

forces united formed an aggregate of fifty-five thoufanc

men
;

and as Maflena could not mufler an equa

.8th and
number to oppofe them, he became fearful o

29th. being outflanked, and therefore retired to th<

Glatt, and fubfequently to a pofition before Zurich

which during two months his troops had been care

fully intrenching. The Auflrians made proportional

advances; and when the French evacuated Rapper

fchwill, the Swifs legion of Roveara and the corps

of colonel Cavacini gained pofleflion of the canton o

Glarus, entered that of Schwitz, and occupied thq

important poll of our Lady of Enfidlen. Their pro<

grefs was little impeded by generals Lecourbe anc

Loifon, who had been obliged to unite their forces it

the valley of the Ticino, to fecure the St. Gothardj

and the right of the defenfive line of Maflena.

When general Bellegarde ceafed to co-operate with

general Hotze, his firft care was to purfue the corps

of the French under Loifon and Legourbe, whichj

after defending the fources of the Rhine, retreated!

by the canton of Uri and the Italian bailiwicks.

Bellegarde led parts of his army above mount

gephimer towards Caflaccio, and on mount
Julqj

towards
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Lowards the valley of the Adda, and embarked with CHA?.
XXVII

hem on the lake of Como, to crofs the Milanefe and L v ^
form the fiege of Tortona. The reft of that army, 1799.

bonfifting principally of the brigades of prince Victor

}f Rohan, of colonel Strauch, and of colonel St.

[ulien, who had been left in the valley of the Rhine,

remained under the command of general Haddick,

who aflembled the greateft part of it at Bellinzona.

rheir principal object was to expel the republicans

h-fom the Italian bailiwicks, the upper valley of the

ricino, and the important pafTage of the St. Gothard.

|flaving
therefore afcended the valley of the

".Ticino as far as Airola, Haddick attacked, on

three points, the pofition of Loifon, who, favoured by

the fteepnefs of the mountains, maintained himfelf

*veral hours ;
but prince Victor de Rohan having

IfaiTed the Ticino, and climbed a very high mountain

k/hich flanked the right of the French, at the fame

time that another Auftrian column turned them on

I he left, general Loifon was obliged to abandon the

|

St. Gothard, and to retire into the valley of Urferen.

The Imperialifts did not allow him a long reft ;
for

ionel St. Julien having marched the day after from

Upper Rhienthal and palled over mount Urfule,

:ended quickly towards the DeviPs-bridge and

rferen, where he attacked the French fo brifkly,

that they were forced to retire in diforder to Gerftina

und Wafen, and ftill further behind the Reufs, of

>T

hich they deftroyed the bridge. This act alone

flopped
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CHAP, flopped the Auftrians, who, notwithftanding the

l, fatigues of a long march, had purfued the fugitives

above fifteen miles, and made fome hundreds prifoners.

The whole of this French corps would have been

taken, had a column which was fent to intercept

them been able to penetrate into the valley of the

Reufs,

soth May to
Alarmed at the lofs of the St. Gothard,

2d June, and the progrefs made by the Imperialifts

in the cantons of Glarus, Schwitz, and Uri, the

French fent ftrong reinforcen ents, which enabled Le-

courbe to attack general Bellegarde, and, after feveral

obftinate fkirmifhes, to drive him back to Urferen,

The Auflrians, however, fecured the pofleffion of the

St. Gothard ;
and Lecourbe, enfeebled by his lolfes,

and defpairing of recovering the ground he had evar

cuated, embarked part of his troops on the lake of

the Four Cantons and part on that of Zug, and took

a pofition.behind thefe lakes to cover Lucerne. The

Auftrians occupied the valley of the Reufs to the lake

of the Four Cantons, and Altorf, Fluelen, Brunnen,

and Schwitz, from which they communicated with

the reft of the army acrofs the Sihl and the lake of

Zurich.

The pofition before Zurich, to which Maffena had

retired, was a chain of fortified mountains, fituated

between'.the Limmat and the Glatt
; and he added to

the flrength beftowed on it by nature all that art

could <fupply. As the archduke could make no effec-

tual
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progrefs till he had diflodged the French from CHAP.

this pofkion ; and as an attempt to turn their flank <,

would have been arduous, long, and dangerous, he

made his attack on the Zurichberg, the mod elevated

part of the chain of mountains, knowing that the

forcing of that would fecure to him the reft.
3d June.

Having reconnoitred the pofition, he aflailed

the right of the French, and, after feveral vicimtudes

and an obftinate conteft, drove them from the viU

lages of Vittikon, Zulicon, and Riefpach. On
the morrow the Zurichberg was aflailed ; but

the approaches were fo formidably entrenched and

the fire of the batteries fo commanding, that the ut-

moft valour and perfeverance of the Auftrians was

crowned only with the pofleffion of the firft line of in-

trenchments. This was a moft fanguinary conflict :

each party loft two thoufand five hundred men : on

the fide of the Imperialifts, generals Hotze, Wallis,

and Hiller
;
and on the fide of the republicans, gene-

ils Oudinot and Humbert (the fame who was cap-

ired in Ireland) ; were wounded. A new efFqrt in-*

ided to be made on the next day was
c r i . r r . 5th and 6th.

rerred, on account or the wearmefs 01 the

>ops ;
and when, refreihed with repofe, they pre*

ed for another aflault, they had the fatisfaftion to

id that Maflena had retired to the other fide of the

Jmmat, leaving to the viclors his intrenchments,

thirty pieces of cannon, and the town of Zurich,

vigour, genius, and promptitude, difplayed by
voi

?
. IT, L L
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CHAP, the archduke offered the moil flattering prefages of

j the entire conquefl of Switzerland, and redoubled

the regret that his arm mould afterwards be. restrained

by the timid or treacherous politicians of the Imperial

cabinet.

After the evacuation of Zurich, Maffena took a

new pofition on the chain of mountains called Albis
;

being the neareft, fafeft, and ftrongeft, he could af-

fume. The Auftrians were in too great need of re-

pofe to prefs forward immediately on a new enter-

prife; and therefore confined themfelves, for fome

time, to flight fkirmimes. Maffena's pofition could

not be forced till proper previous meafures had been

taken : in front it was hardly available, and the arch-

duke, weakened as he was by the want of the troops

abfent with Bellegarde, could not conquer fo much

territory as was neceifary in order to turn it. In other

points of their line, the French were more open ;
but

the archduke was deterred by the general flrength of

their fituation, by the diminution of his force in order

to further the profperous operations in Italy, by the

expectation of auxiliaries, and, above all, by fecret

orders from the court of Vienna, from making de-

cifive attempts in Switzerland. He had therefore no

longer any objeft but to prevent MaiTena from profit-

ing by his inaction, which he could not better effect

than by giving the French general employment in the

Brifgau, in the margraviate of Baden, and in the Pa-

latinate, where nothing worthy of notice had paffed

during
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during the month of May, except the cap- CHAP.
1 9th May. XXVI I

ture of Heidelberg by the Auftrians. \ . _^ J
In thefe countries feveral fmart a&ions took place, ^99-

in one of which general Stzarray expelled*> *
lu 26th Junt.

the rrench from Oftemburg, and obliged

them to fall back on Wilftell and Kehl. The Auftrian

general Mcerfeldt pufhed his head-quarters from

Hafslach to Gengembach, and the advanced pofts of

the republicans were repulfed to Old Brifach. Having
received reinforcements, general Legrand,
who commanded the French divifion before

Kehl, attacked all the Auftrian pofts in the valleys of

Renchen and of the Acheren : he was at firft fuccefs-

ful
; but, after a conflict which lafted the whole day,

both parties remained in the fame pofition as before.

In an attack on the front of Lichtenau, in the road

from Kehl to Raftadt, the French were ftill lefs forr

tunate, being vigoroufly repulfed and driven back

beyond Bifchoffsheim. Purfuing this petty

fcheme of unavailing warfare, general Le-

grand marched with fix thoufand men upon OfFem-?

burg, which the Auftrians immediately evacuated ;

but, after fighting during the whole day, the French

were unable to penetrate further, and two

days afterwards they alfo refigned the poft,;i
fearing an attack by general Meerfeldt.

Meanwhile the huffars of Szeckler, aided by

armed peafants of Odenwald, carried on petty hoiti-

Jities againft the light troops of the French in front of
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CHAP. Mentz, made incurfions beyond the Mein and the
XXVJT
^ ^ Jj Nidda, even pufhed parties to the Lahn, and carried

1799- off forage and provifions. In confequence of thefe

excurfions, feveral engagements took place during the

month of July, but no one of great im-

portance. Two ikirmiflies of more than

ufual activity and vigour marked the clofe of the

month ;
but all the military efforts on the right bank of

the Rhine were confidered of fmall confequence, com*

pared to thofe in other quarters.

The month of June elapfed without any ftrenuous

exertion on the part of the archduke or of Maflena in

Switzerland
; but, in July, the French ge-

neral, wifhing to afcertain the ftrength of his

opponent's left wing, made an attack on general Jel-

lachich, in the neighbourhood of Zug : he obtained

fome advantages, and was obliged to retreat on the

enfuing morning. A fimilar attempt made

fome days afterwards by the Auftrians, under

general flotze, met with nearly the fame fate. The

interval was fpent in fkirmifhes and manoeuvres, more

efiential to be confidered by the military hiftorian

than by him who bends his attention to the general

political effect rather than the details of thefe

operations.

From thele fcenes the attention is called to Italy,

.where Moreau, having been compelled to yield the

Milanefe to the allies, found his fituation extremely

.cmbarrafling, having no more than twenty-five thou-

fand
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fand men to preferve his communications with Swit- CHAP.
XXVII

zerland, to defend the approaches of Turin,

teve^

the fortified places of eaflern Piedmont, to

:ure the pafies of the Appenines, to leave to

the army of Naples the means of effecting its re-

treat, and to fupprefs the infurrections which were

breaking out againd him on all fides. Mo-
f... . n 7th May,

reau, whofe abilities were put to the ted,

and mod honourably proved, on this trying fituation,

retreated to a moft excellent pofition. His right

refted on Alexandria and on the Tanaro
;
his left on

Valentia and the Po. Thus, on one fide he fupported

Tortona
;
and on the other gave fome protection to

Turin by the courfe of the Po, and by drong detach-

ments placed at Cafale and Verua. He preferved, at

the fame time, if not the fhorted, at lead the mod

important communications with France, as well as

with the Genoefe territory, and confequently with

the army of Naples. He had alfo the advantage of

fixing the allies in the centre of Italy, by which he

expected to oblige them to wade the campaign in a

war of pods and fieges, and thus retard or even pre-

vent projects for invading France, and give time

r the collection of new armies.

After entering Milan, Suworow ordered his troops

purfue the retreating republicans ; and, leaving four

oufand men under general Latterman to blockade

e cadle of Milan, put his army in motion.
1
^ ^

eneral Wuckaflbwich marched on the 4th.

right

;:
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CHAP, right towards the Novarefe and the country of Ver-
VV { 7 T T

.

"

y
: celli, the centre towards the Pavefan and the Lumel-

1799* line, the left towards the Plaifantin and the Tor-

tonefe, and in three days the marfhal eftablifhed his

head-quarters at Pavia.

General Kray had been impeded by the rains from

opening the trenches before Pefchiera
;
but on a fe~

5th. cond fummonsj the garrifon abridged his la-

9th. bours by furrendering. Pizzighitone was alfo

given up to general Kaim, after a bombardment of

five days.

When Suworow comprehended the nature of Mo-

reau's movements, he reduced his own to three prin-

cipal points ;
to interrupt Moreau's communications

with Switzerland and France, to cut off that which he

had with Tufcany and the army of Naples, and to

oblige him to quit his excellent pofition. The means
'

to accomplifh at once thefe three objects were, to ex-

tend himfelf on Moreau's right and left, and gain, as

much as poffible, his flanks.

Conformably to this plan, the left wing, which,

fmce the reduction of Pizzighitone, had been rein-

forced by general KainVs divifion, pafled the Po at

Pavia, advanced by Voghera to Tortona,

broke open its gates, took poffeflion of the

city, and mafked the citadel On the fame day, the

centre of the allied army threw feveral hundred men

acrofs thePo, apart of.whom were captured

/ .
V by the French

\
and during feveral fucceed-

ing
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ing days, battles and fkirmifhes were maintained on CHAP.

both fides of the river, with great lofs to both parties.^ ^
vn

At length, Moreau, finding his left flank 1799.

threatened and the line of the Po already

broken, abandoned his pofition ; retreating by Afli,

Cherafco, and Fofiano, and eftablifhing his head-

quarters at Coni. He left to the allies the whole plain

of Lombardy, and confined himfelf to preferving the

communications with France by the Col de Tende

and the valley of Argentiere, and with the Riviera di

Genoa by the maritime Alps. To accomplifh this

latter object, he was obliged to difpatch to his right a

body of troops to engage the infurgents of Mondovi

and Ceva. He reduced the firft by fire and fword ;

but an Auftrian captain, named Schmelzer, having

traverfed with three hundred men the county of

Montferrat, occupied by the French, threw himfelf

into Ceva, where he greatly annoyed them.

Suworow, having thus compelled Moreau
t- r u-

to quit his pofition, marched the combined

army, upwards of thirty thoufand ftrong, towards

Turin
; leaving three corps, forming together a force

nearly equal to that under Moreau, on the Scrivia and

the Tanaro. The firft, under general Alcaini, to N

blockade the caftle of Tortona
;
the fecond, under the

Ruffian general Schweikowlky, to malk Alexandria ;

and the third, under general Seckendorf, to watch the

Appenines, fcour the county of Montferrat, and fup-

port
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26th.

CHAP, port the inhabitants of Mondovi and Ceva, who wer
1T

lj in ful1 infurreftion.

1799- In a week the combined army reached

Turin, in which were two thoufand five

hundred troops, under general Fiorella : the city was

taken, after a fhort afiault
; but the garrifon,

who had fhut themfelves up in the citadel,

would foon have reduced the town to afhes, had not

Suworow, by timely and vigorous threats, extorted

a convention, by which the French engaged not to fire

on the town, and the allies to abftain from availing

the citadel from that quarter.

Before his departure from Turin, the Ruffian ge-

neral difpatched count Hohenzollern, with fix batta-

lions, to befiege the cattle of Milan, and to aflift prince

Victor de Rohan on the lakes of Como and Lugano*
In executing the latter part of his talk, he defeated

the republican general Loifon, forced him to fall

back more than twenty miles, and to abandon the

Italian bailiwicks ; then, leaving a battalion to

remf rce the prince, he turned his fleps

towards Milan, opened the trenches, and

continued the fiege with fo much vigour, that in

three days batteries were mounted and in a con-

dition to play. The garrifon, however, on a fecond

fummons, capitulated, and were fent into France under

an engagement not to ferve for a year againft the two

emperors.

The

20th t

23d.
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The fame day which gave the allies the .,
f

CHAP.
J 20tn to

fcaflle of Milan put them in poifefllon of the *6'th.

citadel of Ferrara ;
their left wing alfo took Porto

Digoro, Porto Primaro, and Ravenna, completing

their eftablifhment on the Lower Po*

Thus the Imperialifls, confined and threatened as

they had been ac the end of March on the line of the

Adige, had in two months of the campaign gained

three pitched battles, taken four fortrefieSj made them*

felves maflers of the courfe of the Po, carried their

right to the frontiers of France, and their left to the

Adriatic Sea. A Ruffian and Turkifh fquadron

blocked up the port of Ancona, and bombarded that

city. General Klenau occupied the country of F*errara>

and a great part of that of Bologna ; blockaded the

fort of Urbmo ;
and fent parties into Rornagna, and.

as far as the frontiers of Tufcany. General Ott with

divifion occupied the duchies of Parma and Modena,

and had his advanced pofts in the Appenines, and^

among other places, at the important pafs of Pentro-

moli. General Kray, who had been joined by the

whole corps which had befieged the caftle of Milan

and by reinforcements brought from the hereditary

countries, left fifteen thoufand men before Mantua,

pafled the Po with an equal number to fuccour the

divifions of generals Ott and Klenau, and placed his

head-quarters at Caftelluccio. The three corps

Iady

mentioned blocked up Tortona and Alexan*

,
watched the mountains of the flate of Genoa,

and
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CHAP, and countenanced the infurgents of the maritime
VYV T T

5 _Jj Alps. The great army fupported them flill more at
\

1799* the other extremity of Piedmont, pofTerTeditfelfof the

pafles which lead from that country to France, and
j

kept in check the army of Moreau. The magazines
j

taken from the republicans at Brefcia, Bergamo,

Crema, Cremona, Pefchiera, Pizzighitone, and other I

places, were irnmenfe, and abundantly fufficient for

the fupply of the allied armies. The fpoils of Italy,

thofe at leafl of the foil, pafled in part from the hands

of the French into thofe of the Imperialiils.

Thefe events materially influenced thofe in the

fouth of Italy. The grand-duke of Tufcany had

prudently withdrawn to Vienna before the declaration

of war, but his dominions were invaded and plundered

by feven or eight thoufand republican troops, chiefly

Ligurians and Cifalpines, General Macdonald, who

commanded at Naples, had been prevented froni

extending his conquefts by the gradual diminution of

his army ;
the increafing number of thofe commanded

by cardinal RuiFo; and the alarms arifmg from threats

of a defcent by the Englifh, Ruffians, and Turks,

who cruifed on the coafts of both feas, and had even

feized upon the Procidean iflands. His operations,

had been limited to fecuring the fubmnTion of the

capital, putting the coafts in a ftate of defence, and

completing the reduction of the provinces of Ab-

bruzza, of Capitanata, and of the two principalities,

which he had effected by burning fcveral towns and

villages,
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villages, and putting to the fword fome thoufands of CHAP.
"W \ 7 T

peafants. Such was the fituation of Macdonald iJ~;
when he received from the directory the tardy and 1799.

difficult order to evacuate Naples and join Moreau.

According to inftrudions, he left all power hi the

hands of the patriots; not, however, as in other

countries, of patriots of the lower clafles, but of nobles

and dignitaries of the church, who, at the time of the

conqueft, had thrown themfelves into the arms of the

French, and who, having been long before engaged in

:onfpiracies againfl their fovereign, offered more

tain affurances of republican fidelity than were

>und among thofe who commonly compofe the

>rlorn hopes of democracy. He left for their fup-

port republican corps raifed in the country, and the

garrifons df St. Elmo, Capua, and Gaeta, which could

ifily
communicate with and aflifl each other. He

out with all the reft of his troops, traverfed in

>fe columns the Romifh flate (feveral parts of which

rere not entirely fubdued), left there his heavy

iggage, and having collected to himfelf all the troops

:cept fmall garrifons at Rome, Civitavecchia, Viterbo,

Perugio, Ronciglione, and Ancona, haflen-

ed towards Tufcany. On reaching the capital,

ie found the divifion of general Gauthier, and efta-

>limed a communication with that of general Montri-

:hard, which was oppofed to Klenau in the country

;na and in Romana. The union of all thefe

compofed of French, Italians, and Poles,

formed

24th.

troops.
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CHAP, formed an army of about twenty-five thoufand men.
XXVII

which was a greater force than that with which

Moreau ftill difputed the poffeflion of upper Italy;

and therefore the allies were about to have to combat

more than a double number of enemies.

Fortune had favoured Macdonald in his march from

Naples to Tufcany ;
but Moreau was ftill a hundred

and fifty miles diftant, and the intermediate fpace was

rendered difficult to pafs, by the nature of the country

and the prefence of the allies. The firft object was

to render himfelf mafler of the debouches to two roads ;

one going along the Riviera di Ponente, and called

the Corniche, the other fituated in the plain between

the Appenines and the Po, acrofs the duchies of

Modena, Parma, and Placcntia, and by which he in-

tended to pafs. Having therefore aflembled his troops

on the frontiers of Tufcany^ he divided them into two

principal bodies. The right forced general

Klenau to raife the blockade of fort Urbino,

and retire to Modena ; and the left, advancing by

Saflalba, Sarzano, tllla, and Villa Franca, diflodged

the Imperialifts from Ppntremoli, and enabled

the general to eftablifh his head-quarters at

Lucca.

Moreau, advancing to meet his colleague, and

leaving only his left wing in the pofition of Coni*

crofled widi his right the maritime Alps at Savona,

occupying with his centre the upper valley of the

Tanaro. The divifion of general Victor being de-

tached
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Cached (till further on the ftate of Genoa, occupied CHAT.
XXV 11

the defile of the Bochetta and the other palfage of <

v j

the Appenines, from which the allies had not yet
W99*

thought of driving the feeble detachments which de-

fended them. In a few days, Moreau proceeded to

Genoa ; where he concerted meafures with general

Perignon, and received fome fmall reinforcements and

provifions. Thefe were brought by the French fleet ;

which, after having efcaped from Breft, where it had

long been blocked up by the Englifh, had pafled

the {traits of Gibraltar, touched at Toulon, mewed

itfelf for a moment on the coafts of Genoa and

Tufcany, and had again the good fortune to return

by the fame road, and enter fafely into Bred, taking

with it the Spanifh fleet, which had joined it off Cadiz.

While the two republican generals, by their move-

ments and their operations, were preparing for im-

portant events, the allies gathered together all the

fpoils left by the French at Turin
; eftabliihed,

inilead of the government of the king of Sardinia, a

provifional government, dire&ed by delegates from

Vienna; prepared to befiege the citadel ; enrolled in \-

their army fome thoufands of Piedrnontefe foldiers

who had abandoned the ftandards of the republic ;

::e(lored the ancient Sardinian regiments ; raifed in

;:he country a corps of chafieurs
; ipread themfelves

into the neighbouring provinces ;
and encouraged the

iinfurgents, who carried on a troublefome war againft

the French, The inhabitants of the valleys qf Lucerna*

St,
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CHAP. St. Martin, and Peroufa, known by the name of
<V"V"X7' r T

iw
.^r_li

Vaudois or Barbets, having joined the republicans,

1799- general Lufignan was difpatched againft them with

three thoufand men. Marching by Pignerol towards

3d Tune ^ va^ey f Feneftrelles, he furprifed and

to sth. took prifoner general Zimmerman, defeated ,

the infurgents, blockaded Feneftrelles, and penetrated i

by the valley of St. Martin into Dauphine, where his

troops carried off fome plunder, and created con-

fiderable alarm. In the fame period, Suworow gained

ground oppofite to Moreau
;
the divifion of general

Frcelich pufhed on to Foflano and Savigliono, and

fent patroles as far as Coni ; general Wuckaflbwich

took Carmagnola, Alba, and Cherafco, and forced the

French from Ceva and Mondoni ; general Alcaini

began the fiege and bombardment of the citadel of

Tortona; and fome light troops advanced by Suza

into the Maurienne.

Although Suworow did not expect that Macdonald

would arrive fo foon, or bring fo many forces, he

had, in fome meafure, prepared for his reception, by

directing general Kray to fufpend the fiege of Mantua

and advance beyond the Po, by obtaining eleven

thoufand men from the court of Peterfburg, and by

inducing that of Vienna to direct general Bellegarde

to quit Switzerland, for the purpofe of reinforcing

with fourteen thoufand men the army of

Italy. This general, on his arrival at Milan,

marched to blockade Alexandria
$
and the refidue of

hi*
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his troops, added to fome free corps which arrived CHAP.

from the hereditary dates, enabled Suworow to unite^ _^
about forty thoufand men to oppofe the two French 1729,

generals.

Macdonald, after fecuring the roads of the Ap-

penines, refled fome days, in order to afford time for

the movements of Moreaii, and to obtain military

afliftance from Tufcany and Romania, and place the

ifland of Elba in fafety. At length he gth to

inarched from Pifloia towards Modena; and, 12th'

on the third day of his progrefs, the advanced ports

of the centre of the two armies met on the road,

which produced a fkirmifh between the. cavalry.

Another fmart action took place the next day, in

which the French were repulfed with confiderable

lofs. The following day, Macdonald, with his whole

force, made a general attack, and, though obilinately

refifled, dr6ve the Auftrians, commanded by Hohen*

zollern, towards Mirandola, and obliged him to crofs

the Po. This engagement was extremely bloody :

the French general Forefl was killed, and Macdonald

wounded, and four hundred of their troops were in

the fame (late
j
but the Auftrians loft a thoufand men

ilain and wounded, and upwards of twelve hundred-

prifoners. Notwithftanding this fuccefs and
13th to

the urgency of the occafion, Macdonald could I5th -

not venture to crofs the Po and relieve and reviclual

mtua; but conlidering it more his intereft to remain

tween the Appenines and the Po, advanced towards ,

Reggio,
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CHAP. Reggio, and entered Parma and Placentia ; while
XXVII
--, ^, ^general Ott, who had only ten thoufand men, retired

1799. before him*

loth to Suworow, leaving general Wuckaflbwich

17th. with a corps of obfervation in Mondovi, and

general Kaim with the brigade of general Lulignan to

cover the fiege on the fide of France, fet out from

Turin with the principal part of his army. His firfl
j

movements were directed againfl Moreau
j
but on

learning the advantages which had been gained by

Macdonald, he marched towards Alexandria with

rather more than twenty thoufand men, principally

Ruffians. Macdonald, flill purfuing general Ott, had

crofled the Trebia in two columns, one advancing

along the Po, the other towards Caftel San Giovanni ;

when Suworow arrived with his vanguard, and

arrefted his career by a fmart contefl, in which both

fides fuffered confiderably, but the French loft .

ground.

In the night the whole allied army arrived^

and, after a few hours' repofe, Suworow

formed them in order of battle in three columns ; the

right and centre compofed of Ruffians, and coin-

manded, the firft by general Rofemberg, the other

by general Forfler : the left, under general Melas>

confided of the Auftrian divifions of Ott and Frcdich ;

prince Lichtenftein commanded a referve of cavalry

near the Po, and the Ruffian prince Bagration led the

yangyard. The army forded the Tidone, but fo
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mch time was loft in inevitable delays and prepara- CHAP.
XXVII

ons, that the general battle was deferred" till

next day, though the French fuffered feverely in fome

detached fkirmifhes.

Macdonald, having an equal number of

troops, and relying on the fatigue of the

allies, refolved to anticipate them in their intended

attack ; and therefore, advancing beyond the Trebia,

drove back their pods which guarded the left bank.

The main projecl was to turn, at the fame time, the two

wings of the Auftro-Ruffian army ;
to execute which

two thoufand horfe pufhed brifkly along the Po, and

attacked the Auftrian cavalry almoft before they had

time to form : but the aflailants were defeated, after a

very hot action, and forced back upon the infantry.

The column which marched againft the right of the

Ruffians had at firfl more fuccefs, but was ultimately

outflanked, defeated, and driven from Caflaleggio ;

and finally the whole army was repulfed beyond the

Trebia, and obliged to abandon the field to the allies.

In the morning Suworow again advancing

attack his opponent, difcovered that he

retreated during the night. A purfuit was com-

meed ; and the Ruffians coming up with the rear-

ird of the republicans at Zena, almoft furrounded,

id compelled it to furrender, after a brave defence.

Auftrians, advancing on the left by the bridge of

Placentia, alfo overtook the rear of the retreating

VOJL. ii. M M army,
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CITAP. army, and captured feveral thoufand fick and wound-

^^ ri

jjcd ; among the latter of whom were generals Rufca,

1799. Salm, Olivier, and Chambray. Thefe four days coll

Macdonald four thoufand men killed and wounded,

and ten thoufand prifoners : the lofs of the allies in

flain and wounded was little inferior to their op-

9ift to Ponents ' Macdonald continued his retreat

28th -

along the road by which he came, purfued

by general Ott ; and, after fome fkirmimes and the

lofs of fome hundred prifoners, refumed the po-

fition of Piftoia. General Hohenzollern re-entered

Parma, and with general Ott occupied Reggia and

Modena, the generals guarding as before the de-

bouches of the Appenines, as well thofe of Tufcany as

of Pontremoli and the Taro, on the frontiers of the

Genoefe ;
while general Kray refumed the twice-in-

terrupted fiege of Mantua.

f,-j
Suworow was obliged, like his opponent,

26th. to make a retrograde march, for the purpofe

of encountering Moreau, who, with about twenty

thoufand men, had raifed the fiege of the citadel of

Tortona, and defeated general Bellegarde on the

roads of Acqui and Novi. The Ruffian general ad-

vanced by forced marches
;
but Moreau drew off by

the fame places through which he had advanced, and

evaded an engagement. In the mean time, however,

generals Kaim and Lufignan had preffed the citadel

of Turin with fo much vigour and judgment, that,

after
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after a bombardment of forty-eight hours and a fiege CH AP.

of only eight days, it yielded ;
and the gar-

rifon, confifting of two thoufand feven hun-

dred men, was allowed to return into France, on

condition of not ferving againft the allies till ex-

changed. Twenty-five generals, forming the ftaff,

were fent prifoners into Germany. The Imperialists

found in the citadel five hundred and fixty-two of the

fined pieces of ordnance, forty thoufand mulkets,

four hundred thoufand weight of powder, and confi-

derable magazines. This rich military booty would

have more than indemnified the emperor for the ex-

pences of the fiege, if that expence had been made

by him
;
but it was in every refpecl on the account of

the Piedmontefe government, and cofl not a farthing

to the houfe of Auflria. The men loft before

the place were twenty-four killed arid feventy-two
wounded.

The late actions, in which the conduct, vigour,

and generalfliip of Suworow were fuperior to all

praife, altered the character of the war. It was no

longer one of movements, manoeuvres, and engage-

ments ; but on the part of the allies a war of fieges,

and of the republicans of defence. The Auftrq-

Ruflian troops, flufhed with fuccefs, abundantly fup-

plied, and favoured by general infurrections of the

ittves, amounted to ninety thoufand
$
while the

'rench pofiefled only feventy-five thoufand, including

te garrifons of Mantua,, Tortona, and Alexandria,

M M 2 which
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CHAP, which formed fifteen thoufand of the number. Sit*

i^v' jworow reduced to two principal objects the advan-

1 799' tages to be derived from his late fuccefs ;
the conqueft

of Tufcany, and the capture of Alexandria, Tortona,

and Mantua. The former was greatly advanced by
a voluntary infurre&ion of the fubje&s of the grand-

duke, who, on the removal of Macdonald, new to

arms, and formed themfelves into a national army.

At the fame time a Cifalpine general, named Lahooz,

revolted with all his followers from the republican

caufe, and conquered for the allies the march of

Ancona, which he had hitherto defended againft

them. Such was the ftate in which Macdonald found

the country on his return ; and, threatened as he

was by thirty or forty thoufand infurgents, who in-

tercepted all his communications with the lower parts

of Italy, and by twenty thoufand Auilrians, who were

advancing againfl him under Ott and Klenau, he

could not flatter himfelf with hopes of long maintain-

ing his ground.

If he entertained fuch expectations, they
SOth.

mud have vanifhed on the capture of Bologna

by general Klenau
; immediately after which event he

began to make arrangements for evacuating Tufcany.

This was an enterprife of the utmoft
difficulty, as no

way was left for him by land but the Corniche,

which was impaflable by every kind of carriage ; ancj

the tranfport of artillery, baggage, and plunder, by

fea, was rendered peculiarly dangerous by theEnglifh
1

**> men-
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men-of-war conftantly cruifing on the coafts of CHAP.

Tufcany. Macdonald was, however, reduced to the i_ \ J_^

neceflity of fending as great a portion of thefe effects 1799.

as he could collect to Leghorn, where a fmall por-

tion, together with fome officers of the ftaff and the

civil agents of the republic, were embarked on board

an American veflel, and captured almoft im-
v i i -i 9th July.

mediately on leaving the port.

On the fame day the allies made the more im-

portant acquifition of fort Urbino
j
and the people of

Florence had previoufly cut down the trees of liberty,

deftroyed all marks of their fubje&ion to the French,

and obliged the garrifon to retreat towards

Leghorn. At the fame time the bulk of

Macdonald5
s army decamped from Pifloia, and march-

ed towards Lucca, Sazzana, and the road of Cor-

niche, along which they defiled in fafety, but were

obliged to throw into the fea or deftroy the greateil

part of their artillery and heavy baggage. Leghorn,

Pifa, Lucca, Porto-Ferrajo in the iiland of Elba, and

the fortrefs of Antignano, were preferved by the re-

publicans, to fecure their retreat
;

but when Mac-

donald found his paflage by the Corniche fafe, he

caufed Leghorn and the reft of Tufcany to

be evacuated by capitulation. While the

Auftrians employed themfelves in mitigating, in the

cued countries, the horrors of war, Macdonald

efted a junction with Moreau, who thus acquired

the
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CHAP, the chief command of between forty and fifty thou-
XXVII.
i. v ./ fand men. The allies, by liberating Tufcany, had

placed betweeri their army and that of the Nea-

politan royalifls the French divifion which ftiil

pofleffed Rome, Civitavecchia, Perugia, Ancona,

and Fano, and precluded it from all poflibility of

retreat.

Of the three fortrefles intended to be reduced by

Suworow, the works before Alexandria alone had

efcaped interruption, and againft that he therefore

4hecT:ed his firfl efforts. The large circumference of

this fortrefs rendered the works of the lines and

trenches long and laborious
\
but the firfl parallel

14th to
bemg fmifhed, and artillery placed on the

2lft.
batteries, the French general Gardanne was

fummoned to furrender. On his refufal, the attack

was vigoroufly and
fcientifically carried on for feveral

days j
when a lodgment being made in the cover*

ed way, Gardanne, having exhaufted his ammuni*

tion and having only four pieces of cannon fit for

ufe, capitulated. He obtained his own liberty on pa-

role ;
and his garrifon, amounting to two thoufand

four hundred men, were fent prifoners of war into

Germany.
General Kray was, at the fame time, vigoroufly

preiTirig
the fiege of Mantua with twenty-five thou-

fand foldiers, aided by many thoufand peafants. As

It was impoliible to aflail this celebrated fortrefs in

many
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many d're&ions at once, the general directed his

chief attention to the fouth fide, which was v_^ i

lead firong ; and, as a neceffary preliminary,

carried by .ftorm the tower of Cerefa, which was well

furhifhed with artillery, and covered the bridge over

the arm of the Mincio called Bajolo. He lofl.no time

in repairing the bridge and efiab'lifhing batteries ;

and, having gained the fluke of the Bajolo, was en-

abled to let the waters run off which furrounded the

city, and thus rendering the ground dry, made di-

red approaches towards the body of the place.

On the anniverfary of the destruction of
]4th to

the Baftile, the commander, general Foiffac 27th.

Latour, requefted a fufpenfion of firing, that he might
celebrate that feflival : the befieging general agreed j

but, as he was not prevented by the treaty from other

operations, caufed the trench of the fir ft. parallel to

be opened oppofite the fuburb of The
;
and on the

following morning the befieged, to their great fur-

prife, faw the parallel entirely finifhed in front of

them, and the Auftrians fo well eflablifhed, that all

efforts to diflodge them were ineffectual. The ftege

was profecuted with unremitting energy, till, at

length, Foiffac Latour confented to a capitulation,

by which his troops were permitted to retire into

France, on condition of not ferving again till ex-

changed.

While the capture of thefe two fortreffes afforded

certain pledges of the reconquefl of all Italy, one of

its
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CHAP, its moft valuable parts was fnatched from the yoke of
XXVII.
-

^
'; the French and Italian revolutionifls* After the eva-

i799- cuation of Naples by Macdonald, cardinal RufFo,

at the head of the royalifl army, confiding of

more than twenty thoufand men, and fupported

by, or rather fupporting, fome hundreds of Ruf-

fians, defeated the republican levies, and marched

towards the capital, where the Englifh fleet, on

board which the hereditary prince and forne Si-

cilian regiments had embarked, was expected at the

fame time. The fudden appearance of the French

fleet in the Mediterranean having prevented the im-

mediate arrival of lord Nelfon, the cardinal, exceed-

ing his authority, made a treaty with the chiefs of

20th June to
the rebels, granting them favourable con-

a2th July, ditions. When he had thus obtained pof-

feflion of the capital, the Englifh fleet appeared, and

his treaty was declared void. The caflles of Ovo,

Nuovo, and St.. Elmo, were taken, though not before

the latter had endured a long fiege. The king of

Naples, who had hoifled his flag on board the Foud-

. roy^nt, lord Nelfon' s fliip, had now the pleafure to

fee it wave over his capital and forts. Gaeta and

2oth to Capua foon yielded to the valour of captain

2^th. Trowbridge, commanding a little army, cofn-

pofed of Englifh, Ruffians, Neapolitans, Piedmon-

tefe, Swifs, and Ottomans. The French obtained

permiflion to retire into their own country, on con-

dition of not ferving again till exchanged; and

thus.
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t:hus, after having plundered and ravaged the kingdom CHAP.

and induced thoufands of its inhabitants to rebel, aban- v^^JL,'

doned them, without a ftipulation in their favour, to 17^>-

the fword of juflice and the vengeance of the royalift

party. The fortrefs of Pefcari, on the more of the

Adriatic, was the lad place reduced, and did not yield

till after a long blockade, when the king of the Two

Sicilies, finding his continental dominions free from

the double yoke and double rapacity of the French

and Italian republicans, meditated, in conjunction

with his allies and benefactors, the emancipation of

the flates of the church *.

In the interior of France confufion and diffraction

reigned. The directors, odious for their tyranny

and contemptible for their meannefs, were univer-

fally detefted, and their influence confiderably dimi-

nimed. The horror of the 1 8 Fructidor had faded from

the minds of the councils, and turbulent fpeeches,

bold motions, and refufals of demands of money and

power, convinced the directory that their authority

was tottering. The elections which took place in the

fpring were highly unfavourable >to them
;

their in-

fluence was generally exerted without effect ; and, in

fcrutinifing the returns, the legiilative body mewed a

ifpofition rather to reject the friends than the op-

lents of their rulers. Rewbell went out by lot j

From the Hiftory of the Campaigns of 1/96, &c. vols. III.

and IV. ; and the Epitome of Military Events.

and
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CHAP, and Syeyes, who had recently been employed asem-

bafTador at Berlin, was nominated his fuccefibr. It

was generally confidered that this crafty time-ferving

politician would not, without latent motives, commit

his perfonal fafety in a fituation which had been proved

fo infecure by the violences of the 1 8 Frudidor, nor

lend his fandion to a body rapidly falling into weak-

nefs and overwhelmed by the public contempt. When

therefore he accepted the office of director the fall of

the directory was confidently anticipated, and thofe

who bed appreciated the character of Syeyes con-

cluded that he only took his feat at the head of go-

vernment to infure and guide its overthrow.

Purfuing the old forms of hoflility, the

council of five hundred formed feveral com-

mittees, and required from the directory an account

of the internal and external fituation of the republic.

The anfwer being too long delayed, Poulain-

Grandpre moved for a new meffage, and ob-

tained a decree for making the fitting permanent,, till

the neceffary informations were afforded. The direc-

tory returned for anfwer, that they too had declared

their fittings permanent, and would fatify the council

on the morrow.

This intimation was perhaps intended as a threat;

but the directory was no longer formidable. At eleven

o'clock at night, Bergafle-Laziroulle reported from

the various committees that many members of both

councils had lent the affiilance of their talents to ex-

tricate
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tricate the republic from her prefent agomfed flate ; CHAP.

and, as a firft fpecimen of their fuccefs, declared the J^ __J

election of Treilhard to the directory repugnant to 1799.

the constitution. The i26th article of that code de-

clared that no perfon fhould be eligible to a feat in

the directory during the continuance, nor for one year

after the determination, of his legiflative functions :

now Treilhard had been nominated within a twelve-

month after his feat in the council of five hundred

had become vacant. The refolution declaring this

election void, and requiring the place of Treilhard to

be fupplied according to the forms prefcribed by the

conftitution^ was carried to the council of ancients,

who had alfo declared their fittings permanent, and

unanimouily adopted,

The directory did not feem apprifed of the danger

which threatened their authority ; but, during the

time occupied in this tranfaction, had prepared a re-

port in their accuilomed ftyle, in anfwer to the re-

quifitions of the council. They began, as ufual, by ex-

tolling the benefits of unanimity and confidence
; and

imputed the ill fuccefs of their arms to the parfimony
of the legiflature, which not only retarded military

operations, but impeded the effect of certain nego-

tiations which would materially have aflifted the va-

lour of the republican heroes. The fituation of the

erior was reprefented as truly deplorable ; public

calamity was increafed, and the public mind agitated

by falfe reports and inlidious fpeculations. The

double

I
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CHAP, double fanaticifm of the altar and the throne was}'

^

'

j breaking forth with violence. The hope of foreign

1799- aid, and the influence of foreign gold, put in activity

a crowd of thofe men to whom all forms of govern-

ment are indifferent, and who are therefore ever ready

to attack that which is eilablimed. The plunder of

public chefis, attacks directed againft public func-

tionaries, a prevalent inactivity among that clafs, the

affafrmation of republicans ;
fuch was the melancholy

picture prefented by many of the departments. In

fome in the weft the rebels were endeavouring to re-

unite, and in the fouth bodies of arTafiins were reor-*

ganifing; while Auflria vomited around her infamous

fatellites *, and confirmation and terror fpread on

every fide. In recommending great efforts and ener-

getic meafures to remedy thefe evils, the directory

infmuated that the councils had been, in part, the

caufe of them, by daring to announce attacks, pre-

dicl crimes, and impart fears for the conftitution, and

* This abfurd figure of a nation vomitingfatellites, would hardly

deferve notice, did it not afford an opportunity of remarking, that

France, in all periods of the revolution, has treated not only the

rulers and miniflers, but the military, of other nations with the

fame difgufting and filthy abufe. The courtefy of war has been

utterly renounced, ami men engaged in a profeffion, the horrors of

which can only be mitigated by the humanity refulting from a

fenfe of honour, have been treated in all public acts and declama-

tions as cowards, fools, tame Haves, and fatellites of defpotifm,

or inveighed againft as cut-throats, robbers, barbarians, and af-

fafjins.

the
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e authorities created under it. A fecond commu- CHAP.

nication was promifed; and, in the mean time, the, J

legiilators were exhorted to be unanimous, and to de* 1799.

ftroy the hopes of their enemies, by binding more

ftrongly together the two principal branches of the

republican fafces. No immediate difcuflion arofe on

this verbofe and infolent meflage ;
but the council,

having referred it to the examination of the com-

mittees, immediately proceeded to the election of a

new director inftead of Treilhard, and their choice fell

on Gohier, late minuter of juftice.

The report of the committees on the mef-

fage of the directory was anticipated by a

violent philippic from Bertrand du Calvados ; who, in

terms far more violent than thofe which proved fo

fatal to Thibaudeau and Troncon du Coudray, repro-

bated the majority of the directory, or, as he called

them, the imprudent and inept triumvirate, as authors

of all the ills, military, financial, and focial, which

afflicted France. Boulay de la Meurthe, following the

ftyle of this declamation, accufed the triumvirate of

having continually fmce the 18 Fructidor kept the

legiflative body in a ftate of abjqct fubjection.
" That

ftupid and atrocious fyftem,'' hefaid,
"

is the work of

Merlin^ and Lareveillere. Merlin, a man little in

every thing, little in his views, little in his meafures,

little in his intrigues, Ijttle in his revenge, little in his

lecrees, has put in vigour the mod narrow and dif-

ifting fyftem of Machiavelifm. He would have

been
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CHAP, been a worthy keeper of the feals to Louis XL, thtf
"V"WTT

C_J_> whole capacity of his mind fitting him only to
direQj

I7i9- the fludies of a pettifogger. As to Lareveillere,"

Boulay continued,
"

1 do not withhold from him

the praife of morality, but his obftinacy is unexampled.

His fanaticifm leads him to create I know not what

kind of religion, to the eftablifhment of which he is

anxious to facrifice all received ideas, tramples on all

rules of good fenfe, violates all principles, and attacks

the liberty of confcience." The orator moved that

thefe two men mould be expelled from the directory.

A committee of eleven, formed to confider of the pro-

ject, fpeedily reported that " Every authority, or in-

dividual, making attempts againft the fafety or liberty

of the legiflative body, or any of its numbers, either

by giving or executing orders, mould be put out of

the law." This refolution pafled both councils ; who

thus, without the flighteft appearance of infurredion,

faw themfelves completely in pofleffion of the revolu-

tionary powers formerly configned to the committee

of public fafety.

It has afforded ground for aftonifhment that the

directory fhould either have been fo ignorant of thefe

proceedings or fo inert as to neglect all meafures for

infuring their own fafety. By fome it is averred that

they had concerted meafures for diffblving the councils,

but fixv-d for their execution a day too late. But it

is not probable diflrefled and degraded as they were,

loaded, with crimes and execrations, and no longer

fupported
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upported by the reputation arifing from military fuc- CHAP.

efs, that they would have been able to carry meafures i ^_J,

f vigour into execution. Abject fear feems to have 1799.

oflcfled their minds; and even Barras, whofe perfonal

Bravery was never called in queflion, pofTeffed fo little

Dolitical courage, that he wrote a letter to the councils

enouncing his functions as director, and offering to

ubmit his conduct at any time to their investigation.

This a& of humility preferved him perhaps from

Derfecution, and enabled him to retain his iituation ;

)ut his accufed colleagues were expelled, and re-

Dlaced by Roger Ducos, late member of the con-

tention, and general Moulins. This arrangement is

r
aid to have been regarded with malevolence by

Syeyes, who had been a principal contriver of the

change, and who wifhed to fee the vacant feats filled

by Cambaceres and Talleyrand. A total change of

miniftry was alfo effected. Cambaceres was ap-

Dointed minifter of juftice, Quinette of the interior,

Robert Lindet of finances, general Bernadotte of war,

Bourdon of the marine, and Bourguignon of the

police. The latter was foon afterwards difplaced, to

make room for Fouche of Nantes, one of the moft

fanguinary of the proconfuls who had contributed to

the depopulation of France during the reign of terror.

Thefe nominations were not the only cir-

cumftances which indicated the complete af-

cendancy of the jacobins. A meffage having teen

fent to the new, or, as it was called, regenerated,

dire&ory,

\



544 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAP, dire&ory, general Jourdan appeared in the tribune,

and recommended from the committee of eleven the

immediate inrollment of all confcripts of every clafs,

and a forced loan of a hundred millions (4 5375 3ooo/.)

to be repaid by the fale of national domains. Both

thefe meafures were ordained, and the committee of

eleven diffolved.

A club, as nearly fimilar to that of the jacobins as

the law would allow, was eftablifhed at the hall of

the Manege, under the title of the Reunion ;
the

members of which produced, like their prototypes,

denunciations, difcuffions, and patriotic airs. They

frequently difturbed the peaceable inhabitants of Paris

by their excefles, and acquired fufficient influence to

induce the legiilative bodies to inftitute criminal inter-

rogatories againfl Rewbell, Lareveillere, Merlin, and

Treilhard. However guilty thefe men might be, it

was not the wifh of the public to fee them facrificed

to a fociety which feemed to threaten a revival of the

fyftem of terror, denunciation, and fcaffolds ;
and

the council of five hundred, after hearing
i i r i i i

their defences, which contained many curious

particulars, refufed to fandion the motion for their

accufation *.

*
Chiefly from Hiftoire du Diredoire Kxecutif, vol. II. chap.

XXXVII,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVIII.

ilitary Preparations ofthe French and of the Allies >

Macdonald retires Joubert is reafpointed Commander

ofthe Army of Italy,
but obtains the Ajfiftance ofMoreau

Movements of both Armies Battle of Novi

Further Operations Conditional Surrender of Tortona

Efforts of General Klenau in the Neighbourhood of

Genoa Plan of the Imperial Courts Exertions of the

French Surrender of Tortona Suworow departsfor

Switzerland Events in that Country Long Inaclion

Plan of the French who expel the Auftriansfrom
the Cantons of Schweitz and Uri Arrival of the

Ruffian Troops under General Korfakow Operations

on the Rhine The French take Heidelberg and Heil-

bron levy Contributions at Frankfort and inveft

Philip/burgh Preparations to oppofe them Fatal

Policy of the Auftrian Court The Archduke quits

Switzerland The Invejiment of Philipjburgh raifed

The French repafs the Rhine The Archduke takes

Manheim Views and Expectations in the Middle of

September fruftrated by Events in Switzerland Ac-

count ofthefe Events Difadvantages attending the

Subftitution of Rujfianfor Auftrian Troops in Switzer-

land Unwillingnefs of Majfena to aft on the offenfiw

VOL. II. N N Us
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He is however compelled and defeats the Allies hi

two bloody Engagements The French in PoffeJJlon of

all the eajiern Part of Switzerland Progrcfs of Su-

worowfrom Italy His Difappointments9
and Vigour

infurniQunting them He learns the Defeat of the Allies

by Majfena Movements of that General againjl him

He advances neverthelefs to Giants whence he is

obliged to retire to Chur Pofition of the Ruffians,

Attftrians, and French Tardy Exertions ofthe Arch-

duke Return of Maffena into Zurich His three At-

tacks on the Allies in one Day all which are defeated

View of Loffes on both Sides General Inaction

Suworow joins with Korfakow on the Banks of the

Lake of Conftance MaJ/ena makes a flight Attack on

the Grifons The Rujfian Troops withdrawn Britijb

Expedition againjl Holland Sailing of thejlrft Divi*

fion Various Accidents and Delays Landing of the

Troops Capture of the Helder Surrender of the

Dutch Fleet Pofition chofen by Sir Ralph Abercromby
Exertions of the Republicans Arrival of the Dukf

of Tork with Reinforcements General Attack on the

Republicans Its Failure Both Annies occupy their

former Pofitions New Attack The Armies take new

Pofttions Fifth Engagement its Refult Remon-

Jlrance of the General Officers Retreat ofthe Allies tg

their Pofition at the Zype Negotiation between the

Duke of Tork and General Brune Evacuation of

Holland by the Allies Re-view of Affairs in Italy

after the Departure of Suworoiv Cent the principal

Qbjefi
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ecl of Contejl Movements and Skirnit/hes an both

Sides Moreau gives up the Command to Championnet

-rThe French expelledfrom the States of the Church.

Series ofSkirmi/hes between Me/as and Championnet

~^Thc Republicans are at length defeated They are

alfo defeated near Mondovi, by General ^.ray Anconq

taken Siege and Capture of ConiMelas goes into,

Whiter Quarters Champiannet leaves the Army an$

dies Majfena fucceeds him Attempt on Genoa

End of the Compaign in Italy Eftimate of Loffes

Proceedings an the Rhine after the Departure of th$

Archduke Rapid Succefs of the Freqch-r-'They take

Manhelm and Heidelberg drive the Auftriam beyond

the Entz and invcft Philipjburg Situation of the

Archduke Alternate Succejfes of the French and Au-

Jtrlans on the Rhine The Auftrians reinforced At*

tack and defeat the French.

JVlILITARY exertions were languid during the CHA?,
XXVHT

month of July and part of Auguft, but aftive pre-

parations were made. The French prefled the levy

pf confcripts, and formed two new armies : one toad

on the Rhine, and invade Franconia and Suabia
$
and

the other to cover France on the fide of Dauphine
and Provence, to act offenfively in Piedmont, and co-

operate with the forces which occupied the Genoefe.

A camp was alfo marked out near Geneva, intended

;;o protect the entrance of France by the way of the

Valais and Savoy,

N N 2
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CHAP. The allies, who had made, during four months, the
"YVTIT

. *i moft brilliant of campaigns, were unable, without

1759- great reinforcements, to purfue the career of conqueft

or retain their acquifitions. The courts of London

and Peterfburg nobly fupplied men and money to

promote the common caufe and extend the fphere of

conquefl. The emperor of Germany applied for aid

to the diet of Ratifbon, but the characteriftic tardinefs

of that body did not permit him to expect immediate

afliftance. The king of Sweden, as duke of Po-

merania, declared himfelf ready to furnifh his con-

tingent ; the elector of Bavaria contributed his quota,

befides fupplying a few thoufand men in return for a

fubfidy ;
and the duke of Wirtemburg afforded all the

afliftance which could be drawn from his contracted

dominions. The king of Pruffia, on the contrary,

remained obftinately neuter,, and gained over to his

fyftem almoft all the northern princes of Germany.
Thefe fupplies mud have proved extremely inade-

quate ;
but the emperor of Ruilia, receiving a fubfidy

from England, engaged to furnifh a new army of

forty-five thoufand men
;

ten thoufand of whom had

already reinforced Suworow, and the refidue were ex-

pected in the courfe of Auguft. On the arrival of

thefe forces a new, extenfive, and brilliant feries of

operations was to be commenced, in which England
was to co-operate, by invading Holland with thirty

-thoufand Britifh and eighteen thoufand Ruffian

troops j
and it was hoped that the infurrections in the

Low-countries,
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Low-countries, and renewed exertions of the royalifts CHAP.
vY VIII

in Britanny , Normandy, and even the fouth of France,
~ '

would contribute to the embarraffment of the re-

public.

At the time the late revolution was effected in the

French government, Macdonald had obtained leave

to retire for the cure of his wounds
;
and Moreau

being ordered to command on the Rhine, Joubert

was replaced by the triumphant party at the head of

the army of Italy, The reinflated general had, how-

ever, the moderation and wifdom to rely on the un-

doubted judgment of Moreau, and folicit his flay 5

and Moreau, whofe patriotifm cannot be too highly

extolled, confented to aid with his advice the opera-

tions of an army he was no longer permitted to con-

trol. Under the influence of his judgment, the French,

by reconnoitring, by alterations of pofition, and by

changes among the commanders, prepared for a

eral attack.

Meanwhile general Klenau, acting againft Joubert's

ht wing, drove the advanced polls from the frontiers

of Tufcany, rendered himfelf matter of Sarzana and

the defile of Pontremoli, took the forts of

Sarzanella and Lerici, and all the circum-

ference of the gulph of Spezia except the fort of

Sainte Marie. At the fame time prince Bagration

made progrefs in the Appenines, pufhed for-

wards till near Gavi, and reduced the fort of
/l

Serravalle, in which was a garrifon of a hundred and

fifcy
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p.
fifty men. Anxious to watch the French, Suworox*

XXVIII,
t ^ Ji transferred his head-quarters to Novi ;

but the fieg

W99- of Tortona was ftill carried on with unremitting

activity, and general WuckafTowich ftill retained pof-

feflion of Ceva and Mondovi arid mafked Goni.

After a feries of fagacious and mafterly

manoeuvres on both fides, the French and

allied armies found themfelves in the prefence of each

other, and nearly equal in force* Joubert, whofe

number was rather the fmalleft, more than counter-

balanced that difadvantage by the excellency of his

pofition,, which \vas on the fummit of the laft chain of

the Appenines td the north* commanding all the

roads which traverfed them, and all the plain below.

As he would not abandon this advantageous fituation*

Suworow, little accuftomed to temporife, and en-

couraged by the battles of the Adda and the Trebia,

refolved to commence the attack.

At five o'clock in the morning, generals

Kray and Bellegarde marched againft the left

fcf the French : the contefl was obflinate and bloody.

Joubert, animating his followers both by his voice and

example, was laid dead on the field by a mufket-ball.

Fortunately Moreau was there to refume the com-

mand ; and the affailants, unable to gain the flank of

the heights on which the French were intrenched,

were obliged, after feveral hours of continued efforts,

to abandon the enterprife. At nine o'clock general

Suworow attacked the pofition in front, but without

fuccefs ;
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fuccefs ; and in five feveral afiaults, which lafted till CHAT.
c XXVIII.

three o clock in the afternoon, the allies were con-

ftantly repulfed, and the French feemed confident of

at leaft a negative victory. This advantage was wreft-

ed from them by an able operation of general Melas j

who, being difpatched by Suworow, marched up the

left bank of the Scrivia, and, by a maflerly difpofi-

tion of his force, defeated the French troops fent to

oppofe him, and at laft fucceeded in driving them

from their central pofition at Novi. Their retreat to-

wards Gavi and the Bochetta was cut off by prince

Lichtenflein, and they were obliged to retire to the

left, towards the Ovada. Their movements foon be-

came confufed
;
and at the clofe of this dreadful day,

they had loft 8000 men killed and wounded, 4000

prifoners, and 32 pieces of cannon. The victors

had to deplore the unufual lofs of 7000 men, of

whom not above 600 were prifoners. In this bloody

battle nearly one-fifth part of the whole force engaged
was flain or wounded

j
an extent of deftru&ion feldom

paralleled.

Moreau, continuing his retreat during the
J5th to

night, brought back the wreck of his army 22<l.

Into the defiles of the Appenines ;
but as the allies con-

tented themielves with refuming the pofts which they

had occupied before the battle of Novi, the French

general (till flattered himfelf with hopes of retaining

the Appenines, and returned to Genoa. His plan of

conduct was, to defend on his front the paffage of the

mountains.
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CHAT, mountains, on his right the Riviera di Levante, on

/^3 m
'

s kft to favour the operations of Championnet, and

1799- to eftablifh a free communication between himfelf and

this general, whom he had requeued to come and

take the command of the army, Championnet had

already made fome progrefs on the other fide of the

French Alps, and gained fome trifling pofls and

fome leagues of territory ; but the commanding fitu-

ation of Turin fecured the allies againft all appre-

henfions. As the movements of this general, how-

ever, {hewed his intention to penetrate into Piedmont

or effeft a junction with Moreau, Suworow marched

great part of his army towards Afti, and made other

difpoiitions for preventing the effect of his operations.

The chief object of Suworow's offenfive proje&s was

Tortona, the fiege of which had been pufhed for fome

time with as much vigour as the difficulty of the foil

would permit. The commander, general Gaft, had

entertained hopes of being relieved ;
but on

learning the event of the battle of Novi, he

agreed to yield on the nth of September, unlefs

previoufly fuccoured. From this period till the end

of the month the oppofite armies made no attempt

on their centre worthy of notice. Their active opera-

tions were confined to their wings. General Klenau

having gained pofleffion of the fort of Sainte Marie

and all the gulph of Spezia, pufhed forward within

four leagues of Genoa
; but Mcreau having reinforced

general MioJlis, who defended the Riviera di Levante,

Klenau
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Klenau was repulfed ;
and for the remainder CHAP.

r i r t r j 2 / th - XXVIII.
or the campaign a war or obfervation and i ^ _t

chicane enfued, not materially advantageous to either

party.

Suworow having gained, in confequence of the

battle of Novi and the conditional furrender of

Tortona, a confiderable difpofable force, the di-

rectory made every exertion to reinforce Cham-

pionnet, and fucceeded in increafmg his troops to

twenty-five thoufand
;
thus enabling him to threaten

Piedmont more ferioufly than before, and to draw

nearer to Moreau, for which purpofe he tranf-

ferred his head-quarters from Briancon to

Embrun, He next attacked by the three

valleys of Argentiere, Pragelas, and Suza
;
and gam-

ed ground in each. A few days after-
30th to

wards he was repulfed and worded near 6th Sept.

Suza ;
but he took a revenge the following day, and

afterwards gained the town. The allies were alfo

driven from the poft of La Thuille : but thefe affairs

were attended with no other confequence except mak-

ing an advantageous diverfion in favour of MaiTena

and Moreau. The French could not hope for any
extenfive benefit from their exertions in Italy ; but

they were anxious to retain the allies in that quarter,

for the purpofe of fruftrating other projects.

It was determined by the cabinet of Vienna, that

when Suworow could with fafety quit Italy he mould

go to Switzerland, and, uniting hunfelf with the

Au(Irian
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CHAP. Auih'ian troops which the archduke Charles was to

i
Y

leave in that quarter, and the new Ruffian army, com*

1799-
plete the conqueft of the country. The archduke

v/as, at the fame time, to effect fome important enter-

prife on the Lower R hine
;
the troops ftationed in the

duchy of Aofla and on the frontier of the Valais

were to make an active diversion ;
while the army of

Melas was to keep in check thofe of Championnet and

Moreau in the maritime and French Alps.

Suworow prepared to obey thefe orders as foon as

he mould have opened the gates of Tortona to the

Auflrians ; while the French generals, apprifed of the

project by military or civil fpies, endeavoured to im-

pede its execution by acting on the offenfive while

really inferior in number, and feeming to entertain

great defigns, though without force to carry them

into effect* In confequence of thefe views, feveral

fkirmimes were fought in the early days of September,

in none of which the republicans were fuccefs-

ful, and they failed moil confpicuouily in one

grand effort which appeared calculated for the relief

of Tortona. This important citadel, being
'

left to its fate, opened its gates on the day

appointed by the provifionai capitulation ; and Su-

worow no longer delayed proceeding towards Swit-

zerland.

The oppofed armies in this part of the theatre of

war found themfelves, in the beginning of Auguft, in

the fame pofitions which .they had occupied in June.

The
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The inactivity on both fides occafioned much furprife

fpeculation ;
but particularly that of Maffena,

"who had been in the interval reinforced with twenty

thoufand men more than had reached his antagonift*

Vafl and daring projects of general attack were, how-

'ever 5formed by the directory ;
in the execution ofwhich,

MafTena was to drive the archduke from Switzerland

t3r confine him very ftraitly, and force the pofition he

had taken on the left flank of the French army, fo afc

to interrupt or at lean; increafe the diflance of his

communications with Suworow.

In purfuance of this plan, the French general made

an attack along the whole line. On his left;

lie aflailed the pofition of the Auftrians in

front ofZjirich on the points of Wallishofen, Altftet-

ten, and Wiedikon, and caufed a ftrong detachment to

pafs to the other fide of the Limmat. In this attack the

French were repulfed after a fevere action, in which

the Swifs on both fides fought with remarkable ani-

mofity ; but this operation was chiefly defigned to pre-

vent the Auftrians from fending reinforcements to

their left wing, where the main blow was to be ftruck.

General Chabeau, commanding the right of the corps

immediately under Maffena's command, extended

himfelf in front of the mountains of the Albis, and

got pofieflion, without much difficulty, of almoft all

the country fituated between thefe mountains and

the weftern bank of the lake of Zurich. General Le-

courbe, wh-o had nearly twenty thoufand men under

his
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CHAP. 4his command, divided into fix columns, attacked all

pofitioi}s from mount St. Gothard to the northern

extremity of the canton of Schweitz, His operations

were carried on, fome upon mountains almofl inac-

.ceffible, others in deep valleys ;
the different columns

could therefore neither act in concert nor communi-

cate with each other (inconveniences which, being in-

evitably attached to a war in a mountainous country,

render it fo difficult and dangerous), nor could they

effect a junction till each had penetrated by the point

of attack affigned to it, and the object of the expedi-

tion was accomplifhed. This was to drive the Au-

flrians from the fummits of the mod elevated country

in Europe, from the mountains of St. Gothard, the

Fura, the Grimfel, and the Oberalb, tops of the great

Alps ;
to retake the cantons of Uri and Schweitz ;

and afterwards that of Glarus and the Grey League.

14-th to
Without defcribing the operations of each

ifnh. of the columns into which Lecourbe divided

his army, the valour with which they were oppofed, or

the difficulties they furmounted, it may be fufficient

to obferve that they were fuccefsful in every quarter ;

and that Lecourbe found himfelf in two days mafter

of the canton of Schweitz, of almofl the whole of

that of Uri, and of the mod: elevated points of the

great chain of the Alps which bounds Switzerland

to the fouthward. Generals Jellachich and Sumb-

fchen, who commanded in thefe cantons, retired
;
the

former as far as the extremity of the canton of Glarus

and
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tind the Linth ; the latter into the Grey League, CHAP.
XXV If

on the mountains of Crifpalt, which cover the paffes s v

of the Grifon country. This latter pofition com- ]

manding the new line which the French had juft ac-

quired, and expofing them to be every moment at-

tacked with advantage in the valley of Urferen,

Lecourbe expelled the Auflrians from it after a

fpirited defence, in which they were overpowered by

numbers.

Had thefe events occurred a few days earlier, they

would have been in the highefl degree diftrefling to

the archduke
; but, fortunately, on the very day in

which Maffena began his attack, general Korfakow,

with the firft divifion of the Ruffian army, arrived by .

forced marches at Schaffhaufen. The archduke was

thus enabled to difpatch general Hotze, with feverai

thoufand men, to fupport the corps which had re*

treated
;
and on the following days the whole Ruffian

army arrived. Its number was currently ftated at

thirty-four thoufand ;
but making the proper de-

ductions, it appears to have amounted, including the

army of Conde, to no more than twenty-eight thoufand

effective men. The French were now in their turn

afraid of being overpowered by numbers, and the de-

feat fuftained by their army at Novi at the fame

period increafed their apprehenfions ;
but nothing

further was attempted during the remainder of this

month except affairs of pods, in which lives were loft

without advantage to either party;
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CHAP. On the right bank of the Rhine, as in Switzerland,

the French had been deterred from attacking till the

moment was come for a general operation, and till

their numbers were fufficiemly increafed to promife

fuccefs. This army was commanded ad interim by

general Muller* and his head-quarters being at

Strafburg, he was expected to, attack as before the

valleys of Kintzing and Renchen ; but whether his

operations were difconcerted by the failure at Novi,

or whether the French had originally formed

forne other plan, he withdrew the troops from

before Kehl, and marched on the left bank of the

Rhine towards the bifhQpric of Spire and the

Palatinate. On the $5.th, ten thoufand repub-

licans pafled the Rhine at Manheim ; and being but

feebly oppofed by tfye Auftrians, who had only two

thoufand regulars, affifted by about ten thoufand

armed but imdifciplined peafants, gained poifefficn

of {leidelberg and Heilbron, and extended themfelves

over the country lying between the Rhine and the

Necker. At the fame period another divifion, under

general Baraguay d'Hilliers, fet out from Mentz ;

reached the gates of Franckfort, where, notwith*

{landing tho agreed neutrality, they levied contribu-

tions ; puflied an advanced guard towards

Afchaffenburg ; an^ then, marching to the

Lower Necker, joined t{ie centre of the army of the

Rhine. General Muller was, by the courfe of ^heft

Operations, enabled to advance with confide^bb

ftrength
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rength on his right, and commenced an inveftment CM A

and bombardment of Philipfburg.

When intelligence of this inroad reached Donauef*

ehingen, where general Sztaray commanded a corps

de referve^ he fet out with fome thoufand men to\vards

the Necker and the Entz; the French were checked,

and obliged to evacuate the country of Baden Durlach

and concentrate themfelves in the bilhopric of Spire

and the Palatinate. Other meafures were adopted >

which would have been fufficient both in extent and

vigour to prevent the republicans from penetrating

into Suabia '
jnd Franconia, to raife the fiege of

Philiplburg, and drive them down the whole courfe

of the Necker and Mein. Thus might the archduke

have been left to achieve, in conjunction with Suworow,

the conqueft of Switzerland, according to the general

plan concurred in by the allies ;
but this plan was

never acceptable to the court of Vienna. There the

fucceffes already obtained by the archduke occafioned

more pain than fatisfaction
;
and his long inactivity

was more owing to the intrigues of the Auflrian

cabinet, than to any impoflibility of purfuing his

glorious and hopeful career.

The incurfions of the French on theMein, and their

inarch towards Suabia, furnifhed the defrred pretext

for avoiding a co-operation with the Ruffians
;
and

the archduke, the unwilling inftrument of Auftrian

policy, pretending alarm at the danger which

threatened Germany and that part of his army which

was
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CHAP, was on the right bank of the Rhine, prepared to
"YWTTT
L ^ _i withdraw his troops from Switzerland. He intruflcd

1799- general Hotze with the defence of the fmall cantons,

and augmented his force for that purpofe to twenty

thoufand men ;
the Auftrians on the banks of the

Limmat and the Aar, and in front of Zurich, were re-

placed by Ruffians ;
and general Nauendorf was left

with about 10,000 men upon the right bank of the

Rhine, to form a body of obfervation and of referve.

Thus the archduke, with about 30,000 men, quitted

Switzerland ; leaving to defend the conquered part of

the country 55,000, of whom 40,000 were oppofed

to MaiTena from the Grifon country to the mouth of

the Aar.

6th to
^ne arcn^u^e remained a few days at St.

nth. Blaife in the Black Forefl, for the purpofe of

leaving Maffena uncertain as to his future deftination ;

but a column, difpatched for the purpofe, having

reached Stutgard and marched towards the Necker,

he haftily repaired to Vahingen, where were the head-

quarters of general Sztaray. The march of the

archduke's army proving that he intended to collect

the majority of his forces agaihfl Muller, a diverfion

was attempted by the troops which occupied Kehl, in

the valley of Kintzing ; but they were eafily repulfed,

and the perfidy of the French in levying contributions

at Frankfort was punifhed by the rifing en maffe of

the fubje&s of the elector of Mentz and the inhabit*

ants of the Speffart, who formed a corps of fifteen

thoufand
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icmfand difciplined men, and obliged Baraguay CHAP.

d'Hilliers to fall back to Mentz. The inveftment of. ^
'

Philipfburg was haflily raifed, after a furious bombard-

ment of fix days, which reduced the town to afhes
;

and the befieging forces, patting on the left bank of

the Rhine, went down towards Worms. General

Muller, who had fucceffively withdrawn his head-

quarters from Wifloch to Schwetzingen and thence

to Manheim, caufed his artillery and baggage to be

tranfported to the other fide of the river
;
withdrew

from Heidelberg, and, fubfequently crofling the Rhine

himfelf, lined the bank with his army from Spirebach

to Mentz, the only part which was not protected by

fortreifes.

The archduke, whofe light troops had followed the

republicans in their retreat, marched with the bulk of

his army, about twenty thoufand men, towards Heidel-

berg and Manheim
; and, judging by the folicitude of

the French the importance they attached to the pre-

fervation of the latter place, refolved not to give them

time to eftablifh themfelves, and hoped by their ex-

pulfion to give luftre to his expedition. He

therefore fucceffively attacked the village of

Neckerau, the poft of Holtzoff, and the chain of

works raifed in front of Manheim on the land fide,

E
cried them all in the mofl brilliant manner, and

ally gained the town itfelf, which he garrilbned,

d deftroyed the outer intrenchments. After ob-

taining thefe advantages, the archduke fixed his head-

VOL, n. o o quarters
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CHAP, quarters at Schwetzingen, and difpatched a body of

^V[I
^J light troops with flying artillery, which enabled the

1799. people of Mentz, who had rifen en maffc,
to repel the

republicans in every direction, and, befides gaming

them booty and inuring them to fighting, infpired

them with the confidence arifing from fuccefs.

The pofition of the Imperial troops in the countries

of which the French had been in peaceable porTeflion

fince the commencement of the campaign ;
the flay of

the archduke at Schwetzingen ;
the magazines which

he caufed to be formed upon the Mein -and the

Necker ;
the equipage of pontoons which was on its

way ;
the prefence of more than forty thoufand Au-

ftrians on the right bank of the Rhine ; the daily

increafmg armament of the inhabitants
;
the exhorta-

tions to an infurreclion which general Sztaray had

publicly made to the Brabanters
;

the preffing felicita-

tions which were made to the princes of the empire

to furnifh their contingents ;
the grand attack which

forty-five thoufand Englifh and Ruffians at that time

were making on the north of Holland; the probability

that they would deliver this part of the country as far

as the line of the Wahal
;
the king of PrufTia's fending

a body of troops to Wefel, to guarantee, at all events,

the pofTeflion of his provinces beyond the Rhine
;
the

announced march of Suworow into Switzerland
;

all

tended to make it believed at that time that the war,

already fo extended, would take a ftill wider range ;

that the Lower Rhine would afford a new theatre for

it ;
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it
$
and that the allies afpired to attack that mafs of CH A p.

"V 'V \7 ITT"

French conquefts in the north-weft of Europe. In ^__ _J

one word, it was the general idea* that before the 1799.

end of the campaign, for the firft time, no doubt*

fince the creation of the world, the flames of war

would burn from the Zuider Zee to the banks of the

Tiber. Such was the public expectation towafds the

end of September. The French, Ihut up in Mentz

and Ehrenbreitftein, dared not to keep the field on

thefe points : general Muller, whom the war of

Holland had deprived of the reinforcements which

had been intended for him, confined himfelf to fortify

the left bank of the Rhine; and waited with uneafinefs

at Turckheim, where he had placed his head-quarters*

for the moment when the defigns attributed to prince

Charles fhould be more fully unfolded. This un-

certainty was* however, terminated by intelligence of

recent tranfa&ions in Switzerland, which it now be-

comes neceflary to relate*

The Ruffian troops left to fupply the deficiency of

the Auftrians in Switzerland were in every refpeft,

except valour, inferior to them. They were lefs

numerous, unufed to the warfare of mountainous

regions, unacquainted with the language of the people

whofe territory they came to defend, and led by

general Korfakow, a man in all military qualities

inferior to the archduke. The French* Qth A
'

owever, had been fo much mifinformed oil to 8th Sept.

is point, that they viewed their new opponents with

o o a apprehenfion^
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CHAP, apprehenfion, and did not for eleven days attempt

^^^offenfive operations. At the end of that time they

1799- made an unfuccefsful attack on the poll of Wallif-

hoffen, and Maflena apologifed for his failure by re-

peating the obfervation of Frederick the Great on

the Ruffians " You may kill them, but can neither

make them retreat nor yield." Three weeks in

September pafled away undiftinguifhed by any exertion,

except trifling affairs in the Grifons and in the

cantons of Schweitz and Glarus.

As, after the departure of the archduke, Maflena

was fuperior by twenty thoufand men to the force by

which he was oppofed ;
and as the diforder occafioned

by removing and replacing troops in the face of an

enemy, and many other circumftances, feemed fo

much in his favour ;
no fmall furprife was excited by

his obftinate inaction. The directory had frequently

given orders for oflfenfive operations, which were con-

ftantly evaded
;
and not even the knowledge that

Suworow had commenced his march towards Swit-

zerland could roufe Maflena to exertion. A pofitive

order at length arrived, leaving him only the choice

of attacking or being ignominioufly deprived of his

command; and this decided him to prepare for an af-

fault along his whole line. At the fame moment the

Ruffians were preparing for an active exertion, dic-

tated by letter from Suworow, and which the altered

ftate of the force in Switzerland rendered neceflary.

Its object was to recover pofleflion of the fmall can-

tons.
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tons, and turn the pofition fo long held by Maflena CHAP.

on the lakes of Lucerne and Zug, and on the Albis, ^__

which would have obliged him to retire on the 1799.

Aar, the whole line of which it would have been

impoffible for him to preferve. After performing the

operations neceifary to this end, the three allied corps

were to unite in the canton of Lucerne, under the

command of marmal Suworow ; and thus to give

him an army of more than fixty thoufand men, with

which he flattered himfelf that he mould terminate the

campaign in Switzerland as brilliantly and as ufefully

as he had begun it in Italy.

Maffena, being well apprifed of thefe inten-

tions and of the moment intended for their

execution, anticipated his opponents by putting in

motion fifty thoufand men on the line from the Linth

to the Aar, twenty-four hours before the time when

they meant to engage ;
a flrong divifion having thrown

a bridge over the Linth, near Wefen, defeated a bat-

talion of the regiment of Bender, and a Hungarian

battalion which advanced to its fupport. Roufed by
the noife, and convinced that the attack was of the

mofl ferious defcription, general Hotze haftened with

his flaff from his head-quarters to reconnoitre ; but a

difcharge of mulketry from a party of French rangers

ftruck him almofl dead from his hcrfe *, and the

.

* Hotze fell into the hands of the French, but expired in a few

hours. His corpfe was reftored to the Aullrians, and interred at

Bregentz with merited funeral honours.

greater
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CHAP, greater part of the officers around him were either

xxvm.f.n ,

'

w^_^ killed, wounded, or captured.

1799-
During thefe tranfa&ions, the republicans had efta*

blifhed a bridge at the extremity of the lake at Zurich,

and advanced in force towards Schmerickens >
but they

were attacked by the Ruffians, who were coming

froin Rapperfehwill, and repulfed as far as their

bridge, which being broken down, all that remained

on the right bank were either killed, taken, or drown*

ed. This might have reftored affairs on the Linth, if

general Petrarch, to whom the command devolved

after Hotze, had alfo flood firm $ but, fearing to be

turned on his right, he made a precipitate retreat by

the Toggemburg, nor difcontinued it till he reached

the Rhinthal ;
thus abandoning the whole of eaftern

Switzerland, uncovering the left flank of the Ruf-

fians, leaving without remedy any check they might

experience, and rendering of no avail any fuccefs

which might 'attend their refiftanee.

A divifion of French near Bruck arnufed the Ruf-

fians by a feint, while another divifion threw a bridge

over the Limmat near Dietikbn, and two more at-

tacked Wallishofen and other pofls ;
but the Ruffians,

being on their guard, repulfed them on every fide.

Notwithflanding all the difadvantages under which

they were affailed, they would have made MafTena re-

pent his enterprife but for the ineptitude or treachery

qf general Pe.trarch and the total want of judgment

pf general Korfakow,. who, after ruining his army
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J}y being perpetually the dupe of every feint, was ob- CHAP.

liged to retire into Zurich, which the French, who

were complete mailers of Zurichberg, immediately

invefled.

From this fituation Korfakow meditated a

retreat ;
and Mafiena, who knew what he

had to fear if he drove the Ruffians to the defperate

extremity of forcing their way with the bayonet, took

meafures for facilitating their efcape. Even in this

operation Korfakow mewed a fatal want of judgment.
The road to Winterthur was open, but by that he

fent only a fmall part of his troops and baggage, ad-

vancing with his main body towards Eglifau, where

the French were in full force. Expecting, from the

known character of the Ruffians, a vigorous attack,

MaiTena's troops, who were advantageouily polled on

heights commanding the road, fuffered them to ap-

proach, and then opened a tremendous difcharge of

cannon and mufketry. The Ruffian regiments, drawn

up rather in order of retreat than battle, performed

prodigies of valour, rufhing repeatedly with fixed

bayonets on their adverfaries, and forcing them to

give way : but as the regiments came individually into

action, they were fucceffively overwhelmed; and,

after being broken on all points and lofing a confi-

derable number of men, as well as artillery, baggage,

and treafure, Korfakow, with the remainder of his

army, forced his way to Eglifau, and haftily croffed the

Rhine. This event, with the retreat of the Auftrians

towards
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CHAP, towards the RhinthaL left all eaftern Switzerland open.
XXVIII

.

^
'.which was fpeedily overrun by the republicans.

1799- The departure of Suworow from Italy had been

ilthto delayed three days by the efforts of the

loth. French to relieve Tortona
;

but by forced

inarches he repaired that delay, and in five days had

advanced as far as Taverna, near Bellinzona, the

place where he had appointed to be at that time. He

had here the mortification to find his meritorious ex-

ertions rendered ufelefs by, what in his indignation

he termed, the mameful equivocal promifes of the

Auftrian commuTaries. After loling three days in en-

deavouring to obtain from the country a fufficient

number of hearts of burthen, which the Auflrians had

promifed but failed to fupply, he was obliged to dif-

jnount his coflacks, and employ their horfes in tranf-

porting the baggage. The impombility of ufmg

carriages in the roads of the great Alps had obliged

him to fend his- artillery by the lake of Como and

the route of Chiavenna, whence it afterwards re-

joined him in the country of the Grifons.

]Qth to
^ue PreParatins having been at length

25th. made, general s Rofenbergand Suworow, pur-

fuing a well-concerted plan, palfed the St. Gothard, and

arrived, without ferious oppofition, at a poft beyond
Wafen. The Auftrian corps in the Grifons putting

themfelves in motion to co-operate with the Ruffians,

general Lecourbe, wjid had alfo moved on the fame

day, found himfelf between the two columns, and

did
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did not fucceed without confiderable lofs in cutting CHAP.

his way through the Auftrians
;
after which he haftily ^

evacuated Altorf, and pafied to the other fide of the 1799-

Reufs, in order to cover the country of Underwald

|aid
the Engelberg.

In conformity to previous arrangements, 2^th lo

generals
Lincken and Jellachich were to have 2?th.

[marched into the canton of Glarus, to join on their

right with Hotze and on their left with Suworow.

Jellachich had accordingly departed from Sargans,

;md penetrated as far as Miollis
; but, learning the dif-

liters of the preceding day, haftily meafured back his

fteps towards Sargans. Linchen had advanced with

three thoufand five hundred men by the difficult road

of Pannick, Elm, and Schwanden in the canton of

Glarus, defeated a column under general Soult, taken

eleven hundred prifoners, and made himfelf mafter of

Glarus. He did not rind, however, that any force,

either Ruffian or Auftrian, had penetrated into the

canton ;
and being therefore unable to execute his

original inftrudions, and without communication, he

alfo retired.

Meanwhile Suworow, always following

up his original plan, pumed his advanced

guard acrofs the Culemberg as far as Mutten, where

he expected to be joined by general Lincken ;
but

learned, from a picquet which he had captured, that

the French were ftill mafters of Glarus. On

27th.

following day, the remainder of his army
20th.

arrived
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CHAP, arrived at Mutten ;
and there Suworow firil learned,

XXVIII.
by an exprefs from general Lincken, the difaftrous

events which had taken place on the Linth and the

Limmat. The fenfations of the old warrior at this af-l

fli&ing intelligence, by which he found that one day

of folly and mifconducl: had fruflrated all his hopes

of glory for the reft of the campaign, can be conceiv-

ed, but not exprefled. He was (till, however, too

magnanimous to defpair, or feek fafety by a retreat

which he confidered inglorious ; and, ftill hoping to

find fufficient force remaining with Korfakow and

Petrarch to achieve fome confidcrable exploit, he

wrote to the Ruffian generals,
" You will anfwer

with your heads for every further ftep that you rer

treat ;
I am coming to repair your faults."

He was doomed, however, to the increafed

mortification of remaining flationary a whole day, for

want of bread and mules.

The furprife of Suworow at learning the defeat of

the Ruffian army was not greater than that of MafTena

on being apprifed of his rapid and victorious march.

It was now become necefTary to crufh this brave and

enterprifing veteran, or again to lofe the fmaller can-

tons. On a view of Suworow's force, confiding of

lefs than feventeen thoufand men., entangled among
the defiles of the fmall cantons, without

artillery and

ajnioft without cavalry (the coffacks having difmount-

cd, that their horfes might carry the bread and bag-

gage), Maflena contemplated them as a prey which

could
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eould hardly efeape ; he already formed the brilliant CHAP.
XXVIII

hope of treating this Ruffian army as the firft, and ,1^__j
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CHAP. fate. Thefe advantages gave the Ruffians peaceable

pofieflion of the road from the Schweitz to Glarus,

where Suworow collected his fick and wounded. Be-

ing difappointed, however, in his expectation of a

junction with fome Aufhrian corps, he was reluctantly

obliged to provide for the fafety of his army, already

much committed. After allowing them three days'

repofe, he commenced his march towards

the Grifons ; leaving his fick and wounded,

whom it was impoffible to tranfport, at Glarus,

Amidft incredible difficulties and dangers, the ve-

teran hero conducted his troops through the valley of

Fleim to the Rhine, lofing great part of his beads of

burthen and baggage, and a large number of foldiers

who were not in a condition to follow the

main body. At length the whole remaining

force was reunited in the environs of Chur, having

fuftained in this fhort but terrible campaign a lofs

of about three thoufand men
;

that of the French

amounting, in the fame period, to four thoufand.

On their retreat ^from Zurich, the Ruffians under

Korfakow had quitted Conflance ;
but afterwards

regained it, fixing there the left of their defenfive line,

and their right at Eglifau. They were flrengthened

by a corps de referve under general Nauendorf, by
about two thoufand four hundred men of the Bavarian

contingents, and by the fmall but brave army of the

prince de Conde, which, including a body of Ruffian

huflars, amounted to about five thoufand men. Be-

yond
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1799.

yond the city of Conftance, which was occupied by CHAP.

this little army, the weflern part of the lake of that

name was abandoned by the allies as far as Rhineck.

General Petrarch occupied the Rheinthal, his head-

quarters being at Fieldkirch
;
while the greater part of

the French force remained in the canton of Zurich,

almoft inactive through the departure of Maflena for

the cantons of Lucerne, Schweitz, and Glarus.

When the archduke learned the defeat of the allies

on the Linth and the Limmat, he felt alarmed at the

dangers which menaced Suabia and the country of

the Grifons ; and, leaving part of his 'force under the

command of prince Schwartzenberg for the protection

of the Necker and Mein, haftened to Donauefchingen
with the remainder. He could not hope to

repair the lofles fuftained on the 2jth and

26th of September ;
but flattered himfelf that, in.

confequence of the fuccefles obtained by Suworow,
he might make a diverfion in his favour, by carrying

the war into Zurich. This refolution was, however,

too tardily adopted ; for, before its execution could be

attempted, Maffena was returned into the canton with

his troops.

This general, freed from all apprehenfions from

the Ruffian army of Italy, fent one divifion into the

canton of Appenzel^ to keep general Petrarch in awe j

and meditated a general attack on the pofitions of the

lies, for the purpofe of driving them entirely on the

other

4th Oh
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CHAP.
^

other fide ofthe Rhine. In confequence, a ftrong

~^. __,

'

column from his centreSuddenly attacked the in-

i7< 9- trenched pofts before the city of Conftance; but, by the

braveryofthe corps of Conde,the affailants were every*

where repulfed, though the corps, too weak for long

contention, was afterwards obliged to evacuate the city,

and encamp on the other fide of the lake
; the head-

quarters being at Stahringen, near Stockach. In

other points, the republicans were ftill lefs fuccefsful;

they were defeated in an attempt againft the tete de

pont at Diflenhoffen, and prevented, after being three

times worfted, from attacking that of Bufmgen*
Thefe three engagements, fought in one day, which

coft the allies nearly two thoufand men,and the French

no lefs, ended the important conteils of this campaign
In Switzerland ; the remainder of the year being con-

fumed in fkirmifhes, unproductive of any confiderable

refults. The total lofs of the allies from the 25th of

September to the gth of October is calculated, after

making proper allowances for wilful or accidental

exaggerations, at about fifteen thoufand men
; that

of the French, during the fame period, at nine

thoufand.

When the republicans had obtained pofleflion of

Switzerland as far as the Rhine, and Suworow had

joined the allies in the Grifons, it was found that the

oppofed forces were nearly equal. On one fide of

the lake c/f Conftance, the troops which had returned

with
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1799.

the archduke, joined to thofe which had re* CHAP.

imained upon the right fhore, to the wrecks of Kor-

fakow's army, to that of the prince de Conde, and

to the Bavarian contingent, amounted to more than

forty-five thoufand men. On the other fide of the

lake, the junction of Suworow with the Auftrians, fup-

ported by about five thoufand armed inhabitants of

the country of the Grifons, the Voralberg, and the

Tyrol, formed no lefs than thirty thoufand men.

Mafiena, therefore, had feventy-five thoufand men

againft him, and had not more under his command ;

nor could he bring fo many into the field, owing to

the defective fupply of arms and provifions, the want

of pay and rations, and the difordered (late of their

equipment, which rendered them unfit for active

fervice. Many felt furprifed that no greater exploit

was attempted ;
but it appears that prudential mo-

tives of great weight deterred the leaders on both

fides.

After repofing two or three days in the
J3th to

environs of Chur, Suworow effected, on the J 8th *

banks of the lake of Conflance, a junction with Korfa-

kow's troops. The united Ruffian armies formed

about twenty-five thoufand men, the remains of fe-

venty thoufand nominally, but fifty thoufand really,

fupplied by Paul I. for the campaign. Of the number

deficient the mod probable calculation is, that eight

thoufand fell by the fword,feven thoufand were made

prifoners, and *the hofpitals received the other ten

thoufan4
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CHA?. thoufand either as wounded or Tick. Suworow and

^Korfakow had nearly the fame number of men under

their command ; and the former, during more than

fix months of the moil adive and eventful campaign,

loft no greater number in killed, and not nearly fo

many prifoners, as the other in the fpace of fifteen

days : the firft enjoyed the honour of viclory, the fe-

cond endured the fhame of defeat. Such is the dif-

ference refulting from the choice of generals.

Maifena made a flight attack on the Gri-
31ft.

fons, but not fufficiently vigorous to divert

the attention of the archduke from reinforcing the

pofitions left unguarded by the retreat of the two

Ruffian armies behind the lake of Conflance. Friendly

communication was no longer maintained between

the commanders : Suworow continued his

head-quarters at Lindau till the end of Oc-

tober, without having had an interview with the arch-

duke
5
and then, quitting the banks of the lake of

Conftance, repaired with his whole army
StllNoV. ,,.. r , . r ^ *, r n

and that of the prince of Conde, nrft to

Augfburg, and, after feveral contradictory orders

from the court of Peterfburg, to Prague, whence he

ftibfequently continued his march into Ruffia. This

event, marking in the ftrongeil manner the diflatis-

faclion of Paul L, was more regretted than wondered

at ; but hoftilities, for the remainder of the year, were

not in this quarter conducted in fuch a manner as to

excite either apprehenfion or hope.

Mention
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Mention has already been made of the expedition CHAP.
XXVIII

projected by the Britifli government againft Holland, ^ I
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CHAP, iionally formed ; and the preference was ftrengthened

L-^J by the hope of gaining the remainder of the Dutch

W9-
fleet, which had taken refuge behind the iiland of

the Texel.

The Englifh troops employed in this enterprife

formed two divifions ;
the firft, commanded by fir

Ralph Abercromby, was to effect a landing, and

fpeedily to be followed by a reinforcement, and

afterwards by the remainder of the army, the chief

command of which was to be affumed by the duke of

York. Admiral Mitchell was to efcort the firft divi-

fion, and undertake the attack on the Texel. The

length of time neceffarily employed in planning the

expedition and collecting the troops, afforded the

enemy every means of acquiring correct information

of the general objects of their deftina-
thtl3th. .

tion ; and therefore, all hopes or furpnfe

being fruftrated, the army affembled at Barham

Downs, and the firft divifion embarked at Deal* Ramf-

gate, and Margate.

The felection of the firft point of attack being left

to fir Ralph Abercromby, he fixed on the Helder ;

but the fquadron was detained at fea fe-

veral days by adverfe winds and calms.

During this anxious interval the commanders had a

conference with lord Duncan, from whom they ob-

tained ten (hips of the line, which were placed under

admiral Mitchell. Orders were, at length,

given for the difembarkation between Kick-

duyn and Gallants Oog ;
and a flag of truce with a

snof fummons

13th to 20th.
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fummons was difpatched to admiral Story and co- CHAP.
v \ r r

lonel Gilquin, who commanded at the Helder, with^^ _J

a declaration and proclamation from the prince of *799

Orange and the Britim commander to the Dutch

people. The republicans had been fo completely de-

ceived with refpect to the point on which a landing

would be attempted, that no means of defence were

adopted ;
and the fleet and the whole peninfula would

probably have fallen without conteft into the power of

the Englifh, but for an unfortunate alteration
2 ,, d to

of the wind, which, when they were on the 26'th.

point of difembarking, forced them out to fea. When
the abatement of the ftorm permitted a renewal of the

enterprife, fir Ralph Abercromby was not uncon-

fcious that he mud expect refinance
;
but ftill, con-

fidering it extremely improbable that the ifland of

Welcheren and the banks of the Meufe mould be un-

garrifoned to oppofe him, he adhered to his original

point of deftination.

At the time when the Britifh fleet approached the

coaft, there were in the United Provinces twenty
thoufand national and ten thoufand French troops,

under the command of general Brune : but as the

French directory had not expected an attack on North

Holland, no preparations were made in that quarter,

nor was it till after the fummons had been delivered

to admiral Story, that general Daendels received

orders to aflemble his divifion
;
but before the Britifh

eet re-appeared, he had collected ten thoufand three

p p 2 hundred
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CHA?. hundred and thirty-four men on a line of thirty-fix
XXVIII
Cl^. miles from the Helder to Haarlem, a force nearly

-1/99- equal to that in admiral Mitchell's fleet.

Befides the multitude of canals with which, as in

every other part of the United Provinces, the country

is interfered, the weflern coaft exhibits a peculiar

feature
;
a chain of fand-hills, which bounds, or rather

forms, the coaft, interfered at intervals towards the

land, and forming, on the whole front, an amphi-

theatre towards the fea, not exceeding in fome places

two hundred paces in breadth, though in others up-

wards of a thoufand. Although it rifes confiderably

above the fhore, particularly near Huyfduinen, it is

fcarcely fifty feet high towards the land, but fteep

and ahnoft perpendicular. It commands on this

fide a vaft marfhy meadow interfered by a great

number of ditches called the Koegrafs. The road

from the Helder to Alkmaar paffes through this

meadow (from which it is feparated by a very wide

ditch) and the fand-hills which it fkirts.

On this fpot general Daendels made difpo-

fitions for defence
; and, being informed by

a telegraphic fignal that the Britilh fleet had caft

anchor, prepared to oppofe a difembarkaticn. The

Britifh commanders made exertions, equally vigor-

ous and judicious, to force a landing ; and the third

brigade having reached the more, under fir Jan:es

Pulteney and general Cooce, compelled the republic-

ans to retire in every direclion, and became mailers

of
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of the whole extent of the downs which feparate the r A

fea and the plain. The reft of the troops were thus

enabled to land without interruption, and defeated

the Dutch, who made two obftinate though ill-con-

ducted attacks. General Daendels immedi-
^Sth

ately evacuated the Helder
;
and the Eritifh,

taking poffeffion of that place and Huyfduinen, gained

a hundred pieces of cannon, the greateft part of

which, though fpiked, were foon rendered fit for

fervice. A reinforcement of five thoufand men

arrived the fame day under general Don
;
and the

troops were actively employed in fecuring their

pofition, and buoyed up with fanguine hopes of

ultimate fuccefs.

The maritime object of the expedition was
08th to

achieved before the end of the month. Ad- soth.

rniral Story had received orders, which he was well

difpofed to obey, to defend himfelf to the utmofl : but

his fubordinate officers and crews were anxious to

mew their attachment to the houfe of Orange ; and

the admiral, finding he could not rely on his men,

was obliged to furrender his fquadron, confifting of

thirteen mips of war together with three Indiamen

and fome tranfports, by capitulation.

This aufpicious event enabled fir Ralph lftto

Abercromby to advance and fortify himfelf sth Sept.

in the Zype ;
while general Daendels, retreating be-

fore him, left open the whole country between the

fea and Alkmaar, At this place French troops were

continually
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CHAP, continually arriving ; and general Brune, having joined

t__ Jjthem, ordered new difpofitions of the line of defence,

and concentrated his army in the front of the town,

with its right at Ruftenburg, its centre occupying

Saint Pancrafs, and its left extending to the fand-hills

near Groet. The arrival of the Batavian general

Dumonceau raifed the force in this quarter to twenty

thoufand, of whom feven thoufand were Frenchmen.

Other meafures were taken for augmenting thefe

troops, arming the national guards, and particularly

for defending Amfterdam,

While fir Ralph Abercromby was judi-

cioufly employed in fortifying his pofition, and

expecting the reinforcements from Great Britain and

Ruffia, generalBrune, having a confiderable fuperiority

of numbers, marched in three columns to attack him.

The left, compofed of French troops, made a mod

fpirited aflfault and gained fome ground, though

ultimately repulfed and obliged to fall back to

Alkmaar. The Batavian divifion of the centre {hewed

equal courage ; but, being refolutely encountered by

only five companies of the twentieth regiment led by
fir Ralph in perfon, was alfo obliged, after two

defperate afTaults on the intrenchments, to retire.

The right, under general Daendels, did not difplay

equal refolution
; but, having driven the picquets from,

the village of St. Martin, retired on the approach of

fome troops from Schagen. The Englifh bought the

yietory of this day with the lofs of thirty-four men

killed,
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killed, a hundred and twenty-five wounded, and CHAP.

eighteen miffing. The lofs of the republicans was at L
]

^;

firfl eftimated at about a thoufand ;
but it was after- .1 700-

wards known, by the report of their own officers^ that

it amounted to two thoufand, ofwhom twelve hundred

were French : one of their generals (David) was

killed.

Sir Ralph Abercromby's expectations of
12th to

reinforcement were foon gratified by the ar- isth.

rival of the fecond divifion of Ruffians, and of the

duke of York and three brigades of Britifh troops ;

which raifed the numbers of the army to thirty-three

thoufand effective men, of whom twelve hundred

were light dragoons.

Although at the time when the duke of York

affumed the command, he had a fuperiority in

numbers, that was his only advantage, and mufl daily

decreafe. The republicans had put into full vigour

their meafures for defence ;
and the inhabitants of the

country who in fecret inclined to the prince of

Orange, were afraid to manifefl their fentiments while

their oppreffors retained a fufficient military power to

difpute pofleffion of the country. The Britifh com-

mander, fenfible of the fatal effects of delay, and that

his only hope confided in a vigorous operation, pro-

jected an attack on his opponents, which he

carried into execution as foon as poffible after

the landing of the troops. He divided his force into

four columns
j
one of which, compofed principally of

Ruffians
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HAP. Ruffians under general Herman, advancing two hours

*
^j before day-break, made a vigorous and fpirited

1799. though irregular attack
; and, after pufhing forward

with inconceivable impetuofity by Camperduyn,

forcing the intrenchments of Slaperdike, carrying the

villages of Groet and Schorel, and proceeding fome

fpace further, was obliged, after expending its ammu-

nition, to retire with great lofs and in confufion

towards the village of Schorel. A fecond column,

under general Dundas, with three Ruffian battalions

under general Sedmoratfky, moving at break of day,

the time fixed for the operation, took the village of

Warmenhuyfen, carried the intrenched poll of Scho-

reldam, and, paffing the canal of Alkmaar, proceeded

to Schorel, when their progrefs was difconcerted by

the retreat of the Ruffians of the firft column, the

inevitable refult of their precipitate advance. Even

in thefe circumftances the duke of York, by a fpirited

and fuccefsful charge on the purfuing forces, gained

advantages fufficient to reftore the day, had it been

poffible to arreft the flight of the Ruffians and form

them on the right of the Engliih on the fand-hills.

Every effort for this purpofe having failed, no re-

fource was left but to protect their diforderly retreat,

and withdraw the Britifh forces to their firft pofition.

The failure of the enterprife in thefe two quarters

was rendered the more mortifying, by the complete

and even unexpected fuccefs of the third column

under fir James Pulteney. Thefe troops had, with

great



HISTORY OF FRANCE.

eat bravery, expelled general Daendels from an CHAP.

lalmoft impregnable pofition formed by the villages ^

lof Oudefcarfpel, Noordeharwoude, Zuydfhaarwoude,

;md Broeck, on the head of the Langedike, formed a

difficult junction with major-general Coote, and was

proceeding to St. Pancrafs, to co-operate, according

::o the original plan, in the attack of the Koedike ;

when, in confequence of the difafters attending the

Ruffian column, he was directed to fecure a retreat,

which he effeded in good order, having killed and

wounded feven hundred of his opponents, made nine

hundred prifoners, and thrown into the canal the

cannon which he had taken in the intrenchments, and

which the badnefs of the roads did not permit him to

carry off. Sir Ralph Abercromby with the fourth

column had taken the town of Hoorn without re-

fiftance, and was preparing to march towards Scher-

merhorn ; when the event fo difaftrous to the whole

plan was announced to him, accompanied with orders

alfo to retire, which he did without oppofition. Such

was the refult of this day ;
in which; if the allies failed

in their main object, the caufe of their difappointment

proves the judgment of the plan : their fuccefs was

complete in every direction
; but the precipitancy of

one column, preventing the fupport of the others,

ruined the enterprife. Befides their killed and

wounded, the republicans loft three thoufand prifoners:

the Britifh had a hundred and feventeen killed, four

hundred and nine wounded, and four hundred and

ninety
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CHAP, ninety miffing; the Ruffians feventeen hundred and
XXVJIJ .

I ^__jforty-five
killed or taken, and twelve hundred and

1799.
twenty-five wounded. After the action both parties

refumed their former flations.

Convinced by the danger he had incurred that his

pofition was faulty, general Erune employed his

utmoft efforts in increafing its flrength, and fecuring

it from an attack which the duke of York was again

extremely anxious to make. He had received intelli.

gence that his opponent was not yet reinforced as

25th and
^e ^ac^ exPe&ecU while his own lofs in the late

26th. engagement was recruited by the arrival of

another divifion of Ruffians and fome Britifh troops*

During thefe events admiral Mitchell equipped a

fmall flotilla, which proceeded up the Zuyder Zee,

captured every veflel which bore the flag of the

Batavian republic, and forced feveral places to fub-

mit to the authority of the fladtholder
;

but he was

difappointed in finding that thefe profeffions were

limited to the very fpots where his power exifted,

and produced no correfponding effects in the country.

The preparations made by the duke of

York for a renewed attack, were long delayed

by tempefts which laid the plains and fea-fhores under

water. The fecond afiault was to be made by thirty

thoufand men, divided into four columns, to whom

about twenty-five thoufand, moftly French, were op-

pofed.
The object was to diilodge the enemy from

tbe main pofition of Bergen : this poft was to be

turned
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turned and taken in reverfe by the column under CHAP.
*/ ^ -T T TTT"

general Abercromby ; it was to be attacked in front |r/ _j

by that of general EiTen; which was to be fupported 1799.

by two brigades of the third column : the latter had

for its particular object to carry Schoreldam ;
and the

fourth was purely one of obfervation and referve.

The Ruffians were to act in the centre, and the Englifh

on the two wings. Without detailing the particular

operations of each divifion, it may be fufficient to ob-

ferve that the hopes of total fuccefs were again

fruftrated by the Ruffians, who, contrary to their

conduct on the I9th of September, refufed to ad-

vance after they had captured the villages of Groet

and Schorel, and were even with difficulty prevented

from retreating from Schoreldam *. The contell

as vigorous and obftinate in all directions; the

* This diverfity of conduct in the fame troops is accounted for

by the author on whom I have principally relied (the fame who

wrote the anonymous Hiftory of the Campaigns of 1796., &c.) by

adverting to the grand principle of the Ruffians, implicit obedience

to their commanders. The valour and difcipline of their infantry

are fuperior to all eulogy
-

} but they are badly fupplied with cavalry,

artillery, ftaff officers, and engineers, and are incapable of the arts 'of

manoeuvring. A general who would command them with fuccefs,

muft underftand and comply with the peculiar bent of their genius :

thus Herman could lead them to a6ts of exceffivp valour tending

only to misfortune, and Korfakow to inevitable deftruction ;
Ellen

could reftrain them in bonds like thofe of cowardice ; but Suworow

pofTeffed the peculiar art of rendering all their virtues, and even all

their prejudices and all their faults, conducive to the grand interefts

it

he fervice.

allies

'
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CHAP, allies remained mafters of the field, and the republic-
XXVIII
* ^^Jans retreated during the night to a new petition.

*799> The victory, however, was not fufficient to prevent

their retaining a force adequate to the maintenance

of a long conteft, and therefore reot commenfurate to

the wilhes or expectations of the Britifh commander.

His force was reduced by the lofs of two thoufand one
1

hundredi and twenty-five men, including officers,

killed, wounded, and prifoners ;
nor was he confoled

by the reflection, that the lofs of his opponents con-

fiderably exceeded three thoufand.

In confequence of this conteft, the duke of York

had gained the whole extent of country between Eg-

jnont-op-Zee and Alkmaar, and it may be faid alfo

of that between that town and the Zuyder Zee, and

employed himfelf in fortifying his new pofitions. Still

he was under the neceffity, notwithftanding the dimi-

nution of his force and the feverity of the feafon, of

making further advances, or renouncing his

enterprife. As a preparatory meafure, he

difpatched general Don on a miffion to the Batavian

directory ;
but Brune, in defiance of the laws of war,

of honour, and humanity, not only refufed him a

paffport, but detained him prifoner, under falfe and

futile pretexts. At the fame period, the duke of

York directed the advanced pofts of the front and

centre to pufli forward, in order to prepare and faci-

Ihate a general attack which he had in contemplation.

fhe Ruffians took the village of Baccum
j but, con.

ceiving
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reiving that the poffefiion of a height beyond it would CHA p.

make them more fecure, exceeded their orders by^.^ ,'

advancing to Caflricum. This brought on, by de-

grees, an unpremeditated and general engagement,
,vhich was fought with great obftinacy, and proved

extremely deftructive : it equally fruftrated the in-

ended operations of both parties; but the allies found

i:heir fituation daily worfe, their force confuming, and

heir hopes of co-operation from the natives diminifh-

ing, while their antagoniils were continually receiv-

ing reinforcements, and gaining courage by the pro-

perous turn of their affairs not only in Holland but

in other quarters.

Impreffed with this view of affairs, fir Ralph Aber-

:romby and the other general officers drew up a re*

Drefentation to the commander in chief, mewing the

"educed flate of the troops, which had fuffered a

diminution in killed, wounded, taken, and fick, of

near ten thoufand men
;
the difficulties oppofed to

heir progrefs by the feafon, the bad roads, and the

Lily augmenting force of the republicans ;
the in-

:reafmg impediments to the receipt of fupplies ; and

he impoffibility, from the unwillingnefs of the Dutch

o rife in infurreftion, and the inactivity of the Im-

perial armies in Italy and Germany, of effecting the

Treat objects of the enterprife : and fubmitting to his

oyal highnefs the propriety of conducting back the

rmy to its pofition of the Zype, where it would be

learer its magazines, and where inflructions could

fpeedily
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CHAP, fpeedily be obtained from England. This remon-

C^J_J ftranee was attended with the defired efFed :

i^- in a mofl flormy night, when the rain de-

fcended in torrents, the troops were ordered to fall

in, and the brigades to form ; and, proper meafures

having been taken to deceive the republicans, the

whole army retreated in the face of its opponents,

without diforder or immediate purfuit, and no lofs^

except fifty wounded Englifh and Ruffians whom it

was impoflible to remove from Egmont-op-Zee. The

flotilla, of admiral Mitchell was confequently obliged

to evacuate Medemblick and Enkuifen.

sth to
General Brune, when informed of the re-

14th. treat, commenced a purfuit ; which was, how-

ever, attended with no confiderable effect, but occa-

fioning during three days frequent fkirmifhes and

affairs of pofts. The duke of York ufed every exer-

tion to fortify his pofition, and diminifh the confump-

tion of flores by difpatching the fupernumeraries and

fick to England. He found, however, that it was

now become impoflible again to march forward
;
he

could have maintained his pofition, but the health of

his troops mufl have been facrificed, nor could the

ultimate ends of the expedition be attained. To re-

turn to England was the mofl beneficial meafure he

could adopt ; but in retreating on fhip-board before a

foe fuperior in numbers, he found that, even under

the mod favourable circumftances, he muft facrifice

three thoufand five hundred. of his beft men, or in-

undate
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idate the country in their front a refource from CHAP.
XTXTTTTT-r

which his humanity and juflice equally revolted. The^^
*

intent of the expedition was to ferve the ftadtholder 1799.

and liberate his people ;
but fuch a deflru&ion of their

property as muft have refulted from an inundation

uld have been fufficient to make both prince and

>ple execrate for ever the Britifh name.

Negotiation then became his only eligible 15th to

>de of proceeding ;
and accordingly, ge-

isth.

*al Knox was difpatched to the head-quarters of the

>ublicans with propofals for evacuating Holland,

, after feveral papers had been exchanged, was,

the peremptory ultimatum of the duke of York,

;reed on. The principal conditions were the relin-

lifhment of the Helder in as good a ftate as it had

taken, the unconditional reflitution of eight

loufand French and Dutch prifoners to be eleded

agents of thofe nations, and the unmolefted em-

irkation of the allies before the end of November,

purfuance of this compact, the province

North Holland was abandoned, vice-ad-

dral Dickfon having deflroyed or rendered unfit for

vice feveral Dutch fhips ofwar and large merchant-

len which the terms of the convention did not allow

to carry away. Sir James Pulteney, who brought
the lad divifion of the army, diflributed to the in-

ibitants of the country who had fuffered from the

[avoidable effe&s of the war, three hundred draught

lorfes for which he had not (hipping j and, in obe-

dience



592 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAP, dience to the orders of his royal highnefs, and with a

2^ *!L generofity which was the object of praife and furprife

17S9- with the republican generals, fatisfied all juft de-

mands for indemnification. The lofs of men in killed

and prifoners amounted to about four thoufand on

each fide.

Having thus related the termination of two grand

projects formed by the allies againft the republican

in Switzerland and Holland, it remains only to no

tice the conclufion of this eventful or rather wonder

ful year in Italy and on the Rhine, to terminate

the protracted narrative of the campaigns in Europe.

After the capture of Mondovi, and departure of Su

\vorow from Italy, the numbers of the oppofing

armies became nearly equal, and the advantages oj

fituation were divided between them. Coni was the

great object towards the capture and defence ofwhich

iSth to
^e cm

'

ef efforts of both parties were di-

i6thSept. rected. General Mela-s, who remained as

commander in chief of the Imperial army, pufhec

forward from Rivolta to Bra, where he united a dif-

pofable force of between twenty- five and thirty thou-

fand men. Championnet had, at the fame time,

drawn near Coni and eflablilhed his head-quarters at

Villa Valletta, and by a fpirited attack driven the Im-

perial vanguard from FofTano and Sevigliano. The

pofl was, however, recaptured on the en-

fuing day, after a fmart conteft, in which

lie French loft fifteen hundred men.

The
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The republicans being thus repulfed on the
0<2d to

Cl1 Af*

toft important point, general Melas laboured soth.

to arreft their progrefs in the north of Italy ; and

fuch were the fpirited exertions of the corps under

prince Victor de Rohan in the Valais, that the French

Were beaten in feveral encounters, and prevented

from injuring Suworow at that critical period when

he was entangled among the Alps. About the fame

time prince Lichtenftein, with a divifion from the

:amp of Savigliano, defeated and expelled the repub-

licans from Pignerol j and general Bellegarde drove

lemback fromRivolito St. Antonio, halfway between

that place and Suza. Being thus difappointed in his

topes, Champion net repaired to Genoa, where Mo-
reau yielded up to him the command of the army of

[taly. The remainder of September pafled, how-

:ver, in {kirmifhes zmd inovement of n.o general

iportance.

When the republicans had, in the month of July,

:en driven from Tufcany and Naples^, an expedition

equipped for the purpofe of expelling them alfo

"om the ftates of the church. Commodore Trow-

>ridge, the worthy coadjutor of the brave Nelfon,

>lockaded the port of Civitavecchia ; while part of

army which had refcued Capua and Gaeta pro-.

:eeded towards Rqme, under the Neapolitan general'

>urcard ; and Mr. Wyndham, the Britifh minifter

Florence, obtained permiffion for a part of the army
>f loyal AretineSj aided by fome fquadrons ofAuilriaa

light
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CHAP. light troops, to march againft the fame country. A
*

petty warfare maintained by thefe forces againft ge-

neral Gamier, who occupied chiefly the callle of St.

Angelo, Civitavecchia, and fome other intrenched

pbfls, confumed the months ofAuguft and September ;

the allies forbearing to prefs the fiege of thefe places,

from a vvifh to preferve them uninjured. In the latter

end of September, the Auftrians detached general

Frcelich with a confiderable body of troops, who, after

22d to
* me fetf-mitties with different parties, fum

27th Sept. moned Garnier
;
but received for anfwer,

that a treaty was arranging with commodore Trow-

bridge. The French general, anxious to efcape the

juft vengeance of the natives, had commenced, and

the Britilh admiral, apprehenfive of accidents and

eager to prevent the French from carrying off tlid

rich and curious fpoils they had amaffed, concluded

the negotiation on terms extremely liberal. During

the treaty general Froelich had purfued his hoflile en-

terprife, nor did he defift till required by Britifh of-

ficers, when he proceeded with his army to Ancona.

Thus were the French expelled from the dates of the

church by the difmterefted bravery of the Britifh

navy ; and thus the Roman vaniilied like the Parthe.

nopian republic.

Championnet (till perfevered in aclive

but ilKcombined efforts to prevent the

progrefs of the Auftn'ans towards Coni, and feveral

ikirmiflies were fought in different quarters during

the
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the remainder of September and O&ober, in which CHAP.
.y XVIIT

the French were often worfted with ferious lofs, but
< ^___/

feemed, at length, to be making fome progrefs, 1799*

and obliged Melas, as a matter of prudence,

to evacuate Mondovi. Even in his retreat, however,

the Auftrian general meditated an attack ; and the

French purfuing his fleps to a pofitioji }ie had chofen

between the Stura and the Grana
3
-both fides prepared

for a general engagement. The day was con-

tefted with great obftinacy and {kill, and for

fome time with doubtful fuccefs ; but the French

were, in the end, defeated, and obliged to give

ground in every dire&ion. Melas purfued

}iis advantage by renewing the attack on the

following day with equal vigour, and was encounter*

ed with lefs refiftance ;
and on the following day he

purfued and difperfed the republicans among the val-

leys of Maira, Grana, and Stura, They loft in thefe

three days four thoufand men killed and wounded,

and as many prifoners ; while the defalcation of the

Auftrian ranks did not exceed two thoufand.

About the fame period, general Kray, hav-

g received reinforcements at Alexandria,

ove the French from the valley of the Bormida

and from Acqui, pafled the river Bormida, ex-

pelled them from feveral pofitions, and, although de-

feated in an obftinate conteft for the heights of Novi,

Cleared the valley? of the Scrivia and the Orba.

In
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nthto In confequence of thefe fucceffes, general
I3th - Melas found himfelf enabled to befiege Coni,

and, after a feries of judicious preliminary operations,

again aitacked the French in Mondovi ; and Cham-

pionnet found himfelf obliged to quit his petition,
not

only to avoid the Auftrians but to efcape from the

natives, who were in general infurre&ion and ha-

raffed him on all fides. He retreated to the narrow

paflages of the Apennines, and placed his head-

quarters at Sofpello on the road to Nice, while

Melas made vigorous and judicious preparations for

the liege of Coni.

His operations were greatly facilitated,
13th Nov. . rj LI r

and he received a confiderable reinforce-

ment, in confequence of the furrender of Ancona,

which, fince the commencement of the campaign, had

been blocked up by a combined army of Ruffians,

Turks, and Italians, and by a Ruffian and Turjqfh

fleet. After the furrender of Civitavecchia, general

Froelich, advancing againft this place, took the chief

command ; and preffing the fiege with great vigour,

want of force and want of provifions obliged the

republican general Mounier, with a garrifon of three

thpufand men, to furrender. The victors found in the

place fix hundred pieces of cannon, and in the harbour

three fail of jthe line and -feveraLfmall fhips of war.

25th to
General Melas, fatisfied with having fe-

3d Dec.
parated and thrown into diforder the repub-

lican
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fic&i army, and removed them from all approaches CHAP.
XXVIII

to Coni, directed his whole attention to the
'

which he commenced when the mow had already co-

vered the furrounding mountains, and froft rendered

the ground almoft impenetrable. He was, however,

encouraged to perfevere by the great importance of

the place, and by knowing that the French were in

want of all neceflaries, their magazines having been

exhaufted to fupply the army. The management of

the fiege was intrufted to prince Lichtenftein, and he

conducted it with fo much fpirit, animating the fol-

diers by his example and encouraging them by his

liberality *, that every difficulty was furmounted,

and this fortrefs for the firft time was taken by force.

The garrifon, three thoufand fix hundred in number,

were made prifoners of war^ and conducted to the

hereditary ftates.

Melas immediately fent his army into
j)ecemben

winter quarters ; and Championnet, having uthtoiGth.

made the principal part of his troops return into the

pofition between Savona and Genoa, departed for

Paris, but on his way fell ill and died at Antibes f

Maflena

* It is faid that he diftributed five thoufand guineas of his own

property, in reward to the men for extraordinary exertions.

( gth January, 1800. His malady was an epidemic fever,, which

broke out about the end of the campaign and made great ravages

in the left divifion of his army, and alfo carried off a great number

of the inhabitants of the frontier towns in Provence, Dauphine,

and
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CHAP. Mafiena, who was appointed his fuccefibr, Found!

XXVill.
t^e arm overwhelmed with the mifenes of want,

^. ! "-W^*" -' /

17P9- diforganifed, licentious, and incapable of fubordina-

tion. Jnfurreclions Were frequent at Genoa ;
and

during the remainder of December, general Klenau,

and general Hohensollern, who had fucceeded Kray,

made vigorous though unfuccefsful efforts to gain

this valuable city by a coup de main. Thefe efforts

clofed a campaign of fingular activity and brilliancy^

in which the allies are computed to have loft thirty

thoufand men in killed and wounded and ten thou*

fand prifoners ; while the republicans might place

forty-five thoufand to the former and thirty-five thoiu

fand to the latter account.

Soon afcer the departure of the archduke
4th oa. f _,. .-

from the Rhine, in order to repair, u

poffible, fome of the difafters occafioned by his

withdrawing from Switzerland, general Ney, who

fucceeded provificnally to the command of the

republican army, fst out from Mentz towards

Frankfort, and obliged the Auftrians, who were

commanded by prince Sehwartzenberg, to repafs the

and Franche Compte. Championnet was the fon of an innkeeper

at Grenoble. He was the particular friend of Hoche, and like him

died in his bed, after having encountered all the dangers of war 5

and like hin?, alfo, after having obtained very early the rank of

general in chief. He enjoyed considerable reputation in the French

army, and yet had neither fhewn great talents nor achieved great
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Nidda. The French alfo croffing the river, and reach- CH A?,

xxviri
ing Frankfort, again attempted to levy a contribution*

but were foiled by the firmnefs of the magi-
ftra:es. Another party, croffing the Rhine

near Lauterfburg, were no: reflrained by the neu

trality c,f Baden, which had been rigidly obferved,

d much to their advantage, from pillaging feveral

illages. Thefe exploits, which were not followed

up for feveral days, feem only to have been planned

to excite alarm, and try the flrengih of the Impe*

rialifts. The French general, finding them n thto

weak on ,he Rhine and Mein, again put his ift Nov.

troops in motion
;
and again croffing the Rhine, fud-

denly prefented himfelf before Manheim and Heidel-

berg : Manheim, being feebly defended, was eafily

captured ; Heidelberg made fome refiftance, but was

evacuated the next morning ;
and the Auftrians, in

their retreat towards Heilbron and Bruckfall, were

purfued and feverely harafied. The Imperialifls, re-

duced to a ftricl: defenfive, thought only of covering

ilipiburg ; but the French, having gained polfeffion

the Pala .irate and of the bifhopric of Spire and

iven back the Auftrians as far as the other fide

the Entz, occupied both banks of the Necker

the confluence of thefe rivers, and blockaded

city.

The fituation of the archduke was now ferioufly

embarraffing : he was threatened on every fide j and>

while he was oppofed by armies amounting to more

than
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CHAP, than a hundred thoufand men, the retreat of the

Ruffians from the theatre of war *
left him with lefs

than feventv ihoufand to line the banks of the Rhine

from its fource as far as Kehl, to defend Suabia, and

fapport the armed peafants who covered Franconia.

The mili:ary genius of the archduke was on this oc-

Cafion happily exerted. His meafures for the JDrote&ion

of the Grifons and the fafe.y of Italy and the here-

ditary dominions were prudent ard effectual ;
and he

prepared to relieve Fhilipfburg by reinforcements,

which, notwithstanding his inferiority in numbers, he

found means to fpare.

1ft to
^e conteft on tne banks of the Mein, the

3d Nov. Necker, the Enz, and the Rhine, was con-

ducted with great vigour : the French bombarded

Philipfburg, hoping to carry it by an inceiTant fire $

while the Auflrians endeavoured to raife the fiege,

* On this fubjeft the archduke had no right to complain ;

though he wat', with refpe6l to the Ruffians, the unwilling agent of

the treachery of the Auftrian cabinet. The emperor Paul had, on

the i ^th of September, declared to the 'diet of Ratifbon his views

ift engaging in the \var_, and concluded with thefe exprellions i

f* Should his imperial majefty of all the Ruffias perceive that the

jnembers of the Germanic empire fupport his views and rally

round him, he will, inftead of relaxing his zeal, redouble his ex-

ertions, and not fbeath his fword till he has feen the downfall of

the monfter which threatens to crufn all legal authorities : but

fhould he be left to himfelf, he will be forced to recall his forces to

his Hates, and to give up a caufe fo badly fupportec} by thpfe

ought tp have thegreateft lhare in its triumph.''
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id; at all events, to fhelter the duchy of Wurtern-

;rg. Prince Hohenlohe having croffed the Enz

id engaged them in a purfuit, in the courfe of

h he was reinforced by about three thoufand

men> defeated and forced them to fall back to Erlig-

Jieim, where he again put them to the rout with the

lofs of feven hundred prifoners and fifteen hundred

Iain and wounded. This event occafioned the

epublicans to lofe the advantages of the progrefs

they had been making for a month, and appeared to

>verturn all their projects with refpect to Germany,

They were driven from the borders of the
4th to

Necker and beyond Neuburgh, and, on the 15th*.

following day, obliged to evacuate Kelmftadt and

Pfortzheim, and fubfequently driven from Knitlingen,

Bretten, and Bruckfall, and, after feveral engage-

ments, obliged to retreat into an angle formed by the

Rhine and Necker, where they were joined by fome

thoiifands from Holland.

Thus reinforced, they refumed the of-

fenfive ; and, in confequence of a well-judged

attack in four columns, regained the ground they had

jen lofing during the late encounters, and renewed

re blockade of Philipfburg : the reft of the month

>

palTed without any material exertion. The

fuperior force of the French occafioned confiderable

darm left they mould make their winter quarters be-

the Rhine, or even extend them to the Danube
;

>ut the archduke, being no longer alarmed for his

jfeniive line, difpatched a reinforcement of four

thoufand

XXVIII
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CHAP, thoufand men under general Sztaray, which nearly

'- re-eflablifhed the equality of the armies^ each, amount-

ing to about twenty thoufand men.

Sztaray, without lofs of time, made an at-

tack in five columns, which proved completely

fuccefsful, breaking the whole centre of the French

line from the Rhine to the Necker, and turning their

left. In the night general Lecourbe concentrated his

forces and took an advantageous pofition between

Sinzheim and Wiflock, but was again aflailed

at break of day, defeated at all points, and

compelled to retreat towards Lamen and Heidelberg*

The lofs of the republicans in thefe two days amounted

to four thoufand men, while that of the Auftrians

did not exceed one thoufand. The blockade

of Philipiburg was raifed the following day,

and the French retreated to a pofition they had oceu-

pied three weeks before ; their right towards the

Rhine above Neckerau, their centre in front of

Schwetsingen, and their left towards the Necker above

Heidelberg : head-quarters were at Manheim.

Apprehenftve of an attack, and anxious to fecure a

Tetreat beyond the Rhine by the bridges of Neckerau

$nd Manheim, general Lecourbe propofed a fufpenfion

of arms, to which Sztaray, who could not venture

&n aflault on the new pontions, agreed, on condition

of its being ratified by the archduke. The French

general haftened, ynder favour of this provifional

compact, to bring
back his army fafe behind the

Rhine, fqnding itl tp take cantonments, part in the

Palatinate,
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atlnate, part in the bifhopric of Spire, and leaving CHAP.
VVV'TTf

only one battalion at Manheim and another ^ .

at Neckerau. He then departed to join the

army of Switzerland, leaving the command to general

Baraguay d'Hiliiers, who was foon to be fuperfeded

by Moreau. The archduke refufmg to ratify

the convention made by Sztaray, the French

baflily evacuatedMunheim and Neckerau ; and,though

fome flight movements enfued, this event may be

nfidered as clofmg the campaign, the rival armies

>ing their ftations on oppofite fides of the Rhine,

it -cTs of the contending parties in the bloody

ipaign ir Switzerland and Germany has not been.

)recifely afcertained ;
but on a reafonable calculation

it is fuppofed that the allies, by killed and wounded, fo

as to be no longer able to bear arms, were deprived

of about forty thoufand men, and the French of about

forty-five thoufand ; but the republicans made about

:y
thoufand priioners, while their lofs did not

:eed twenty-five thoufand *.

In this ehapter I have chiefly relied on the Hiftory of the

ipaigns of 1796, &c. in four volumes, and the Hiftory of the

ipaign of i yyo; in Holland, by the fame luminous and well-in-

author. I have alfb occafionally referred to the Epitome of

litary plvtnts, tranflated from the French of general Dum?s(who

expelled from France on the 18 Fruftidor, iut afterwards re-

litted, and whofe account is ftrongly marked by partiality), and

Narrative of the Expedition to Holland, by E. Wallh, M.D.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIX.

vf Affairs in Egypt Miferies of tie French Arm}

-Buonaparte fends an Emiffary to Conftantinople-

Exertions at Cairo
Scientific

and other Ejlablijhments

-and Purfuits Expedition of Defaix into Upper

E&ypt InfurrecJion at Cairo Djezzar Pachafortifies

El Arijb Buonaparte proceeds again/I him Capture

of El Arijh Gaza and Jaffa Inhuman Murder of

three Thoufand eight Hundred Prifoners The Troops

infected by the Plague Buonaparte poifons the. <S/V

Plunder of the People Djezzar Pacha is aided by Sir

Sidney Smith and Colonel Phelippeaux Capture of

the heavy Artillery Advance of Buonaparte Siege

of St. Jean d'AcreFirft A/ault of the French re-

pelled-r-Frequent Sorties of the Garrifon A large

Army advances to raife the Siege Defeated by the

French near Mount Thabor Further Progrefs of

the Siege The French lofe feveratvaluable Officers

Improving State of the Garrifon Strenuous AJJault at

the Breach fruftrated by the Valour and Judgment of

Sir Sidney Smith Second AJfault defeated Third

Affault made by mounting on the dead Bodies of the

Troops The Natives declare in Favour of Djez-tar

Pacha Treacherous Attack of Buonaparte on the*
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Town while a Flag of Truce was within the Waffs

After a Siege offixty-one Days he retreats His

Artillery and Woundedfall into the Hands of the Eng-

lifhHis Proclamation Arrival at Cairo Judkkus
Conduft Further Proceedings ofDcfaix A Turkifo

Army takes Aboukir Battle and Siege of Aboukir-

Total Deftruclion of the Turktjh Army Efcape of

Buonapartefrom Egypt He arrives in France State

of the Republic Congratulations on his Return Fete

in the Temple of Viftory New Resolution"

fupreme Power vcfted in Buonaparte,

the midft of thefe dreadful conflicts, which were
XXIX

decide the fate of Europe, attention was frequently
*

[led to the progrefs of events in Egypt. Ibrahim

iy,
the Mamelouc, after his defeat by Buonaparte

id retreated to Gaza, where he was favourably re-

eived by Djezzar Pacha
; and, foon after the battle

the Nile, Buonaparte returned to Cairo.

The French army, fuffering under the infection of

plague, afloniihed at the woes which affailed them

every fide, and difappointed by the contrail of

objects before their eyes with thofe which had

prefented to their imagination, wondered that

the government of France fhould make fuch extraor-

i dinary efforts, and "
expofe an army of forty thou-

fand men to deftru&ion ?
for the fake of fubduing a

fet
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CH A P. fet bf fierce and brutified barbarians *." Numerous :

the inftances of filicide occafioned by defpairJ

and formidable commorions might have been appre-n

hended, had a chance of efcape remained to urge i

the foldiery to the adventure. It was not, however,!

difficult to Buonaparte to dernonftrate that the com-'^

plete afcendancy of the Britilh in the Mediterranean!

left no pofiibility of being fecure but by completing;

Che project which difguft would have made them
gladj

to abandon, and founding and defending a new

empire.

While Defaix was employed in purfuing a division

of Mameloucs under Mourad Bey into Upper Egypt5

Buonaparte was afliduoufly engaged in perfecting his

fyftem ofgovernment. Conformably to his fcheme of

tenderingeveryfpecles offraud anddelufion fubfervient

to his main purpofe, he pretended, notwithftanding

the manifeft injuftice and violence of his invafion, tp

be acting merely as an ally of the Porte in chaftifmg

the beys ;
and while, in the progrefs of his conquefls 3

inurdering the fubjects of the gra^id-fignior, joined

the Turkim crefcent with the republican flripes, as if

the emperor had really fandioned an expedition of

which he was never apprifed. He even allured the

captain of a caravel which failed from the port of

Alexandria for Conftantinople of his devotion to the

* See Intercepted Correfpondenc^ vol. II. p. 148 ;
and manj

letters in the fame volume.

caufc
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caufe of the fultan
;
and obtained permlffion to fend c

.Beauchamp to negotiate for the friendihip of the

Pcrte, *jyith affurances that the object of the expedi-

tion was to maintain the authority of the fultait

ag?in(l the incroachments of Djezzar Pacha. How
far thefe pretences might have prevailed over an ig-

norant, timid, and feeble cabinet, it is impofTible to

decide : but the cannon of Aboukir drowned tht

ice of the emiflary ; and the grand-fignior, already

itermined, was making vigorous exertions to re*

iver his own dominions.

Buonaparte mingled at Cairo the toils neceflary

>r the maintenance of his fituaticn with thofe exhi-

ions and purfuits which were calculated to captivate

people of France, by accounts of their own fy

terns and manners extending themfelves to new re*

;ions, while the people of the country were to be at

ice aflcnifhed, terrified, and overawed. The rigour

military difcipline, the privation of every fpecies of

>erty and property, the violation of females, and

ic difarming of the people, were accompanied by
:etex:s of paying devoted homage to Mahomet ; anl

tis degrading hypocnfy was carried to fuch an ex.

it that Buonaparte himfelf, after iffuing feveral pro-

ic and ridiculous proclamations, was not unfre-

lently diflinguifhed by the name cf ALL Befides

the mingled and abfurd forms cfFrench jurifprudence

with the concomitant buffooneries and difguifes, the

people of Egypt witnefled with afloniihment efforts

to
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CHAP- to counteract their rery natures, to bring into fub-

XI
^i jedion the fierce and uncontrollable Mamelouc, fix

1799. the wandering and independent Arab, and urge into

activity the indolent and uninquiiitive Copht. Under

pretext of augmenting the produce of commerce and

agriculture, all forts of property and the produce of

every fpeqies of induflry were laid at the mercy of th*

rapacious French, who, while in pofTeffipn of all th<

land could afford, were yet in want of moil necef

faries, and who extended far and wide the reign o

rnifery without being able to refcue themfelves from

its oppreflive grafp.

Fortifications were constructed at Salahich 3 BalbeiSj

Rofetta, and Damietta ;
and at the fame tune efta-

blifhments were formed which gave employ to the

favans whp attended the army, and appeared to bring

back knowledge to that fpot where in early ages fhe

had fp many followers. An inftitution was formed

at Cairo, on the model of that at Paris ;
a library

was collected from the plunder of thofe of Europe ;

and a chemical laboratory was erefied, as well for

general purpofes as for the more peculiar motive of

purifying faltpetre, to furnim the army with gun-

powder. Hydraulic machines were conftrucledj and

ovens eftablifhed to relieve the wants of the foldiery ;

nor was it forgotten to give them the means of drown-

ing their cares, by extracting from the date a ftrong

liquor, fimilar in its effects to brandy. Thefe opera-

jions, except the ftructure of ovens, were more fitted

(9
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captivate the imagination than to fatisfy the-judg- QHAP.

lent. Libraries and laboratories, faltpetre andv

>randy, were {lender confolations to men who faw

their clothes perifhing without a poffibility of their

being reflored (for no art was found to create broad-

cloth) ; and the army began to fear that they were

doomed to abfolute nakednefs. What confolation

could the le&ures of the inftitution, or the declama-

tions of tragedians (for the eftablifhment of a play-

houfe was not omitted), afford to men in whofe minds

curiofity was extinguifhed by diftrefs, and to whofe

hearts no fentiment could find its pafiage except an

ardent and uncontrollable defire to reviiit their na-

tive fhores, from which they were doomed,, as they

conceived, to hopelefs and caufelefs xile ?

In this flate, nothing but eager exertion could pre-

vent total languor ; and therefore every circumftance

which could excite inquiry or afford a pretext for

pompous exhibition, or which had an appearance of

>romoting fcience or prefervlng a worthy memorial

>f the expedition, was eagerly embraced. At the pe-

iod of the inundation of the Nile, Buonaparte^ w|th

ie accuftomed pomp, made the cut in the dyke

conveys the water to Cairo; and the flow into

the canal of Alexandria prefented an opportunity,

was judicioufly feized by Kleber, of tranfporcing

the artillery by water to Gizeh. General Andreoify

>unded the Pelufian mouths of the Nile, the roads

of Damietta, the Boghafs, and Cape Boyau, as WQ!!

. ii. R R as,
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CHAP. &s the )ibeh mouth; entered the lake Menzaleh*

XIX^wfrere jje overcame tne refinance of the Arabs, who

1799. oppofed him with a hundred and thirty of the Egyp-

tian craft called dgermes ; conflructed a map of

the lake, and meafured with the chain the circum-

ference of the coaft, over an extent of forty-five thou-

fand fathoms
;
determined the bearings of the iilands

;

and difcovered the ruins of Tineh, of the ancient Pe-

lufwm, and of Parama. Having performed this ope-

fration, he returned to Cairo ;
and fpeedily fet out,

accompanied by Berthollet, to furvey the lakes of

Natron, where he acquitted himfelf with the fame dili-

gence and fuccefs.

All thefavans whb accompanied Buonaparte were

engaged in purfuits of greater or lefler importance,

according to their powers t fome afcertained points in

geography, furveyed canals, and made drawings of

buildings and monuments
;

others made collections

and inveftigations for natural hiftory, conftru&ed

windmills, arranged almanacks, and even compofed

a journal. Denon undertook the moil extenfive la-

bour, a journey into Upper Egypt in fearch of thofe

materials which have enabled him to prefent to the

world his curious and inftru6tive work 5
and Buona-

parte fancl^oned the general purfuit of fcience by at-

tending regularly the fittings of the inftitutie, and vi-

fiting the ifthmus of Suez to examine the fituation of

the ancient canal which joined the Mediterranean with

the Red Sea.

During
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During thefe tranfaftions general Defaix, in pur- CHAP.
fuance of the directions of Buonaparte, waged an<J^

IX *

a&ive and profperous war againfl Mourad Bey in 1799.

Upper Egypt. It is not intended to defcribe mi-

nutely the progrefs of this officer, whofe enterprife

was dangerous, and his proceedings fanguinary. The

difficulties he had to furmount were of a kind entirely

new, both from the nature of the country and the

combatants that were oppofed to him
;

for it was ne-

ceffary not only to overtake, defeat, and carry off

fupplies, but to furround and deftroy his adverfaries,

in a valley, which, growing gradually narrower,

without affording any great tranfverfal pofition, or

any fupport upon the flanks, equally favoured the

flight and the rallying of the troops of the Beys. All

that efcaped the fword of the conqueror fpeedily re-

appeared in frefh attacks, always undertaken with the

greateft boldnefs, and abandoned after the firft onfet:

it was neceffary to follow the courfe of the Nile, the

only inhabited part of the country, to deprive the

Mameloucs and Arabs of the means of recruiting ;

and to prevent Mourad Bey from increafing his army,

making Defaix fall back, or rendering himfelf fuffi-

ciently formidable to compel Buonaparte to employ
in Upper Egypt part of the forces fo neceflary to his

own peculiar plans.

The principal affairs in which the troops of Defaix

were engaged were thofe of Sediman, where they

gained a victory at the expence of three hundred and

1i R 2 forty
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CHAP, forty men killed and a hundred and fifty wMildecl ;

J^_jthe village of Faioum, where they refitted a fpirited

l?0<>. attack of a vaft but unfkilful force; at Souagui, where

a multitude of recruits were furprifed and routed with

terrible flaughter ; at Samahhout, where impetuous

valour was obliged t'o give way to Heady courage and

military fclehce ; and Soiihaina, where the Mameloucs

were agairi put to the rout, and finally obliged to re-

tire beyond the Cataracts, while the French ftrength-

cned themfelves by the occupation of Cofleir upori

the Red Sea, and the cbnftruction of a Fort in the im-

portant pofition of Ken. Their fituation in this

'quarter, though formidable, was not tranquil ; the

tinwearied hate and renewing courage of the natives

flill prompting them to frefh exertions, which terroi:

derived from experience could not reprefs.

Thefe battles formed part of a feries of operations

"oh the part of the natives, which were begun and

conducted with great vigour and energy, in confe-

quence of the refolutiori adopted by the grand-fignior

to defend his dominions agamft an unjuft invafion,

and to avail hhnfelfof the afTiftance of the Englifh.

The intelligence of this determination occafioned

thefe vigorous, though ineffectual, exertions in Upper

Egypt ;-and they had previoufly produced at Cairo an

injudicious attempt at revolt, for which the inhabitants

were feverely, and even barbaroufly, punifhed.

It is irrtpoffible to afcertain how far the people had

been deceived by Buonaparte's hypocrify into an

opinion
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ppinion that he was the friend of their fovereign. and CIJAP.
XXIX

3 zealous profelyte to their religion ; but immediately

on the appearance of the firmcw declaring him an

enemy to the Porte, an infurreftion broke
gift oa

out, though without apparent plan or fyftem ^s.

of operation. The affembly of the people, their dif-

courfe, and their menaces, excited neither curiofity nor

apprehenfion, till they tjegan to attack and plunder

the dwellings of the French. The principal meeting
was before a mofque ; and general Dupuy, advancing
at the head of a fmall troop to difperfe them, was flain.

with all his followers : a few French were killed in

the ftreets
;
but on the beating of the generate, the

main body flew to arms ; the ftreets, were fpeedily

cleared ; t}ie people took refuge jn their mofques,

the doors of which were foon forced and the buildings

fired ;
an immenfe and incjifcriminate (laughter fol-

lowed, friends and foes were alike exterminated to

glut Athe vindicative fury of the republicans ; the

horrible illumination occafioned by the burning of

part of the city, the firing of artillery from the

citadel, the fcreams and groans of people of all cl^ffes

and fexes begging in vain for quarter, and the furious

fhouts by which the French rallied and encouraged

each pther, forme4 a combination ojf horrors which

in modern warfare feldom occurs- Quarter was?

tardily and reluctantly granted ;
the city recovered 3

gloomy tranquillity ;
but the mod rigorous meafure^

\vere purfued for preventing future infurrections
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CHAP. This event occurred before Buonaparte had made
XXl'X
i

y '_> his furvey of the ifthmus of Suez ;
and while he was

17^8 -

engaged in that refearch, he. learned that Djezzar

Pacha had feized and fortified the fort of El Arifh,

and received fuch further intelligence as left him no

longer in doubt of the hoftile intentions of the Porte.

Not confining her affiflance to naval co-operation,

Great Britain had deputed to Conftantinople a military

miffion of feventy-iix perfons ; compofed of general

Koehler, feveral officers belonging to the corps of

royal engineers and artillery, with a certain number

of non-commiffioned officers and privates from the

fame body. In the progreffive operations of the war,

Ikill would thus be fuperadded to courage and enthu-

fiafm ;
and the French commander had reafon to ap-

prehend that, with the military ignorance of his anta-

gonifts, a principal caufe of his fuccefs would vanifh.

The exertions of Djezzar Pacha were in themfelves

fufficiently to be dreaded
;
fince they mewed, that not

even enmity to the Porte, and a fyftematic purfuit of

rebellious oppofition, could be a fufficient motive to

induce a native power to abftain from oppofmg the

inroads of an invader.

Purfuing his accuftomed policy, of afifailing his

opponents before they could become ftrong by union

and formidable by preparation, Buonaparte arranged,

without lofs of time, a plan for attacking Djezzar j

fetting apart for that purpofe twelve thoufand men,,

well fupported with fuch artillery as could be tranf-

portei
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ported according to exigency. He divided this force CHAP.

into five columns under Kleber, Regnier, Lannes 3

J3on, and Murat
;
and having inflructed Peree to

embark heavy artillery on board three frigates for

Jaffa, and taken precautions for fecuring the tran-

quillity of Cairo, prepared to head the expedition

himfelf.

El Arifh, notwithftanding the advantages

of its
'

fituation, made but a feeble defence.

Regnier and Kleber had taken the village and

blockaded the fort before the arrival of Buonaparte^

who, after a fhort cannonade, compelled the

garrifon to furrender on condition of retiring

to Bagdat and through the defert, Having left

Regnier's divifion to fortify and fecure this conqueft,

which is conftdered the key of Egypt, the French

marched through the defert to attack Gaza. The

Mameloucs conftantly retreated before them
;

and the inhabitants of the city, on their ap<-

proach, fent deputies to meet and give them un

molefted pofFeffion. This peaceful furrender was

peculiarly fortunate to the French, whofe convoys of

provifions from Cathieh had not been able tp keep up
with them j as^they found in Gaza fixteen thoufan4

pounds of powder, a great quantity of cartouches

and ammunition, and fome artillery, befide a hundred

thoufand rations of bifcuit, rice, tents, and a large

fupply of barley. Buonaparte fpent two days in the

civil and military org<mifation ?
as it was Called, of
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CHAP, the place, forming a divan of the principal inhabit-

\_^L, ants ; and then profecuted his route towards Jaffa.

ffypt The way to this town, anciently called Joppa, is

acrofs an immenfe plain covered with hillocks of

moving fand, which the cavalry traverfed with diffi-

culty ;
the camels flowly and painfully proceeded, and

for about three leagues it was necefiary to treble the

teams to the artillery. Hordes of Arabs hovered

around the army, without, however, doing any injury ;

and the advanced guard under Kleber
4th March. , . . . . . , , T -~

reached the town on the third day. Jaffa

was found to be furrounded with a wall without

ditches, flanked by good towers mounting cannon.

Two forts defended the port and the road, and it ap*

peared well armed. The garrifon having retired

within the place, the main attack was made on the

fouth fide. The whole army having come up, and

batteries being eftablifhed, a practicable breach

was foon effe&ed, and the town taken by

afiault.

Many of the garrifon were put to the fword ; but

the greater part flying into the mofques, and im

ploring mercy* from their purfuers, their lives were

granted : and let it be well remembered, that an exaf-

perated army in the moment of revenge, when the

laws of war juftified rage, yet heard the voice of pity,

received its imprefllon, and proudly refufed to be any

longer the executioners of an unrefifting enemy.

Three days afterwards, Buonaparte, who had exprefTed

much
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much refentment at the companion manifefted by his OH A

troops, and determined to relieve himfelf from the

maintenance and care of three thoufand eight hundred

prifoners*, ordered them to be marched to a rifmg

ground near Jaffa ; where a divifion of French

infantry formed againft them. When the Turks

had entered into their fatal alignment, and the mourn-

ful preparations were completed, the fignal gun fired.

Vollies of rnufquetry and grape inftantly played

againft them
; and Buonaparte, who had been re*

garding the fcene through a telefcope, when he faw

the fmoke afcending, could not reftrain his joy, but

broke out into exclamations of approval : indeed, he

had juft reafon to dread the refufal of his troops thus

to difhonour themfelves. Kleber had remonftrated

in the moil flrenuous manner
;
and the officer of the

*
Buonaparte had in perfon infpecled previoufly the whole

body, amounting to near five thoufand men, with the object of

faving thofe who belonged to the towns he was preparing to attack.

The age and noble phyfiognomy of a veteran janiflary attracted his

obfervation j
and he aiked him fliarply,

" Old man, what did you

do here?" The janiflary, undaunted, replied,
" I muft anfwer

that queflionby afking you the fame. Your anfwer will be, that

you came to ferve your fultan ; fo did I mine." The intrepid

frank nefs of the reply excited univerfal intereft in his favour.

Buonaparte even fmiled. " He is faved," whifpered fome of the

aides-de-camp.
" You know not Buonaparte," obferved one who

had ferved with him in Italy 5
" that fmile I fpeak from experience

does not proceed from the fentiment of benevolence : remember

what I fay." The opinion was too true. The janhTary was left

in the ranks,, doomed to death, and fufii

etat-
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CHAP, etat-major who commanded (for the general to whom

the divifion belonged was abfent) even refufed to

execute the order without a written inftruclion ;
but

Buonaparte was too cautious, and fent Berthier to

enforce obedience. When the Turks had all fallen,

the French troops humanely endeavoured to put a

period to the fufferings of the wounded ;
but fome.

time elapfed before the bayonet could fmifh what thq

fire had not deftroyed, and probably many languiihed

days in agony.

Their bones ftill lie in heaps, and are fhewn to

every traveller who arrives ; nor can they be con*

founded with thofe who perifhed in the aflault,

fince this field of butchery lies a mile from the

town*.

The accumulation of unburied bodies occafioned

the vifitation of the plague ; by which a great number

of French foldiers were foon infected, the hofpitals

crowded, and the medical ftaff embarrafled, In this,

* The reader will not tail to perceive that this narrative and the

preceding note are taken without alteration from the Hiftory of the

Expedition to Egypt by fir Robert Thomas Wilfon, The efforts of

impudence and fophiftry have been employed, in vain, in indirect

denials or futile palliations of this moft atrocious faft. The only

plauiible excul'e alleged is, that part of the garrilbn of El Arifh was

found in Jaffa ; but even this was a molt extraordinary plea for him

to advance in the face of his own army, where a corps, called

* the marine legion" was entirely formed of prifoners on parole

liberated after the battle of the Nile. (See Cooper Willyam's

Voyage up the Mediterranean.)

crifU
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(is the machiavelian or rather diabolical genius of CHAP.
p.. XXJX

Buonaparte was again employed in extricating him-

ielf from difficulty by an aft at \vhich the blood

freezes, and which fnatches at once the robe and the

diadem, the wreath and the mail, from the body
and brow of the offender, diverts him of all the

fplendid additions conferred by fortune and by fame,

and mews jiaked and unmafked the form and coun-

tenance of a villain and an affaffin.
"

Finding," fays

fir Robert Wilfon,
" that his hofpitals at Jaffa were

crowded with fick, he fent for a phyfkian, whofe

name mould be infcribed in letters of gold, but which

from weighty reafons cannot be here inferted : on

his arrival he entered into a long converfation with

him refpeding the danger of contagion ; concluding

at laft with the remark, that fomething mufl be done,

to remedy the evil, and that the deftruction of the

fick at prefent in the hofpital was the only meafure

which could be adopted. The phyfician, alarmed at

the propofal, bold in the confidence of virtue and

the caufe of humanity, remonftrated vehemently,

representing the cruelty, as well as the atrocity, of

:h a murder ;
but finding that Buonaparte perfe*

ed and menaced, he indignantly left the tent, with

is memorable obfervation :
c Neither my principles,

nor the character of my profeflion, will allow me to

become a human butcher ; and, general, if fuch

qualities as you infinuate are necefiary to form a great

man, I thank my God that I do not poflefs them/

Buonaparte
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IUP. Buonaparte was not to be diverted from his objeQ;

J^!i by moral confiderations ;
he perfevered, and found

1799- an apothecary who (dreading the weight of power,

but who fmce has made an atonement to his mind

by unequivocally confeffing the fat) cpnfented to

become his agent, and to adminifter poifon to the

ftck. Opium at night was diflributed in gratifying

food ; the wretched unfufpecling vi&ims banqueted j

and in a few hours five hundred arnj eighty foldiers,

who had fuffered fo much for their country, perifhed

thus miferably by the order of its idolV
Befides thefe deteftable barbarities, the flay of the

French at Jaffa was, diflinguifhed by their accuftomed

violence and rapacity ; the pillage of {he natives was

fo complete, that even women and little children were

robbed of the few ornaments they carried about them,

confiding ;of coins, fuch as paras, fequins, and

piaflres f. The artillery found in the place con-

fifled of forty pieces of cannon, being the field?

equipage given to Djezzar by the grand-fignior, an4

twenty iron and brazen guns mounted on the walls,

Orders were immediately expedited to Alexandria for

Peree to fail for Jaffa, which was intended to be the

port and entrepot of all articles to be received from

Damietta and Alexandria. A government with a

* See on this fubjeft fir Robert Wilfoii's Hiflory, p. 74, and

Dr. Wittmaivs Travels in Afiatic Turkey, Syria, and Egypt,

p. 128.

f Wittrnao, p. 130,

divan
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was fpeedily organifed ;
and the command of the CHAP.

ce configned to adjutant-general Grenier, who was<_*_j
erwards carried off by the plague.

*799.

Preparatory to his march for St. Jean d'Acre",

uonapairte endeavoured to terrify or cajole Djezzai:

cha by a letter, in which he affirmed that he had

'ated 'with generofity fuch troops as furrendered at

cretion, though he had been fehjere towards thofe

o violated the rights of war ; and promifed that fa

he was victorious, he would be clement and mef-

ul, not only towards the people, but towards the .

'eat. He recommended to Djezzar to abftain from

refinance, to become the friend of the French and

the enemy of the Marneloucs and the Englifh ; and

in reward, he mould be taken into favour, and expe-

rience more good than he had previoufly received evil.

This grofs deceit was too clumfy to deceive even the

moflunfufpicious ofmen, with theteflimony ofdamning
d recent facts to prove how far every fentiment of

nour, mercy, or clemency, was from the heart of

e writer. Djezzar fent only a brief verbal anfwer,

plying that he would rather bury himfelf in the

ins of Acre than fuffer it to fall into the hands of

uonaparte. In expreffing this refolution, he was

couraged, not only by his own force, and the af-

liftance of the Porte, but by the unexpected aid of

the genius, judgment, and valour, of a Britifh captain

and a French royalill officer of engineers ;
who were

deftined to revive, in a remote century, thofe ex-

ploits
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CHAP, ploits which, in the days of chivalry, had rendered

J^^JjSt. Jean d'Acre the theme of fo much wonder and

1799- celebrity.

The capture of fir William Sidney Smith, and his

detention in the Temple, have been mentioned in a

preceding page of this work. Immured in this abode

of the victims of republican tyranny, the Britifh hero

did not give way to unmanly defpair ;
but while his

buoyant fpirits and the confcious elevation of his

character fupported him above every injury and in-

dignity, his active mind and indefatigable genius were

conflantly employed on fchemes of efeape, and de-

fifing means to convey his perfon to thofe fcenes of

cnterprife and glory from which the affections jof his

heart could never be divorced. Perhaps no circum-

fiance in the life of this extraordinary man affords a

more curious fpecimen of romantic honour and noble

franknefs,' than his declarations to his jailor that he

would ufe all pofiible means for effe&ing his efeape,

and his frequent acceptance of indulgences on terms

of truce, and accompanied with a declaration that he

would, during the period fpecified, rigidly fufpend all

operations for forwarding his emancipation. Among
the intimate friends of fir Sidney Smith was colonel

Phelippeaux, a royalift, who with indefatigable zeal

contrived means for his efeape, and at length effected

it by a forged order for conveying him to another

prifon. After a feries of furprifmg adventures they

reached England $
and fir Sidney, ftill accompanied

by
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his worthy adherent, was deftined to command CHA?.

naval force Rationed in the Archipelago and the ^XIX^
ivant. Having fecured the good-will of the em- 179&

or of Morocco, aided his brother John Spencer

lith in concluding the treaty with the grand-fignior,

id given judicious advice for the equipment of the

"urkifli expedition, he repaired to the coaft of

ypt, juft at the period when Buonaparte was about

depart for Syria. Hoping to deter the French

jmmander from his defign, he bombarded Alexan-

ia
;
but finding this expedient ineffectual, he haft-

led to the affiftance of Djezzar Pacha.

Intimidated by the fuccelfes of Buonaparte, though
ict allured by his promifes, the Pacha had determined

abandon Acre, and feek for fafety with his women

md treafures in a more diftant fituation ; but his new

Hies, confcious of the flrength and importance of

us pofition, animated him to make a vigorous de-

ice. Colonel Phelippeaux employed his Ikill in

iproving the (late of the fortifications j while fir

>idney Smith, having difcovered a corvette and nine

til of gun-boats laden with artillery for the fiege,

tttacked them near Mount Carmel, and captured

ren of the veffels. This acquisition was of the ut-

loft importance ;
both the artillery and the vevlels

:ontributed to annoy the invaders, while the means

)f affailing the city were more than in proportion di-

linifhed.

On
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CHAP. On leaving Jaffa, the French army, after
-'-

l/thM^rch. ^ * r- -cc
fome flight oppofition, reached L-airra,

which the people abandoned, carrying away the

artillery and ammunition of the fort, and proceeded

to St. jean d'Acre. Having fecured provifions, and

determined all the neceffary previous points, vigorous

exertions were made for carrying on the fiege : but

in this attempt the French were no longer to be en-

countered by an ignorant a,dverfary, the dupe of every

rufe-de-guerre^ and whole very valour was more injuri-

ous to him than cowardice could have been
; but by

a brave though ferocious body, led to confident ex-

ertion, and trained to the ufeful operations of dif-

cipline, by men of equal courage, greater prudence,

and confummate fkill. Unapprifed of thefe circum-

ftances, the French were led to expert an eafy con-

tjueft ; and prefied forward to an afiault, in hopes

again to enjoy fanguinary triumphs over an unequal

foe. Generals Dommartin and Caffareili, hav-
20th. . . .

i . , i
-

ing reconnoitred the place, decided that the

attack mould be made on the front of the falient

angle on the eaft of the town. The trenches

were confequently opened at a hundred and

fifty
fathoms from the wall ; and the operations were

favoured by the gardens, the ditches of the old town,

and anaqueducl which crofied the glacis. The blockade

was well formed for repelling forties
j and in

the firft which was attempted, the befieged

weue driven back with lofs.

The
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29th.

The battering artillery not reaching its de-

ftination, the French carried on their opera-

tions with field-pieces, and at length made a breach

in the walls. Expecting only fuch works as they had

found at Jaffa, they fearlefsly advanced to the aflault,

but found themfelves flopped by a ditch fifteen feet

deep, covered with a flrong counterfcarp. Scaling

ladders were, however, planted at the breach; and

Mailly, an officer attached to the adjutant-generals,

mounting the firft, was laid dead on the fpot. A
mine fprung by the befiegers produced but inconfi-

derable effect : the breach was eight or ten feet above

the level of the works
;
and the befieged, having re-

covered from a momentary confternation, kept up a

vigorous and effective fire, which killed adjutant-ge-

nerals Efcale and Laugier, and forced the grenadiers

who advanced to fupport the firft affailants to a preci-

pitate retreat. From the heights of their towers they

poured down on the French, who were endeavouring
(till to mount the breach, ftones, hand-grenades, and

combuftibles ; and at length compelled them, for the

firft time, to retreat within their trenches, with confi-

derable lofs.

Two days afterwards the befieged made a

illy,
and were not repulfed till they had killed

a number of their opponents, and, among others, De-

roye, chef de brigade of the artillery. Two other at-

tempts of the fame kind contributed to harafs and im-

pede the progrefs of the French
;
the laft in particular,

VOL. ii. s s which

3lft.

CHAP.
XXIX.

1790.
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CHAP. which was equally fpirited and fuccefsful,
XXIX Sth April. i;

-A .

^ , deitroyed a mine about which they had em-

1 799* ployed great labour, and on the operation of which

they had founded the moft fanguine hopes. The ex-

ertions of the garrifon were aided by the Britifh {hips

in the bay, which protected working parties, and en-*

abled them to throw up two ravelines within a fhort

diflance of the flank of the befiegers and impede

their operations ; and frequent forties contributed to

delay their advances, by keeping them continually on

the defenfive.

As another mean of annoying the French, Djezzar

had difpatched meffengers to the Naploufians, to the

cities of Said, Damafcus, and Aleppo, urging the

people to rife en mqfle, and deliver the country from a

handful of infidels
; adding as an excitement, that they

were not fufficiently provided with artillery, and that

the appearance of the natives in force would be fuffi-

cient to exterminate Buonaparte and his army. Thefe

reprefentations occafioned an affembly of nearly forty

thoufand men, who, in confidence of victory, ap-

proached Acre; but a vigorous and judicious

movement of the French army threw them

into confufion and put them to the rout, with the

lofs, as it is computed, of five thoufand men. Their

retreat being cut off in many directions, they were

obliged to fave themfelves behind Mount Thabor ;

while the victors fecured an abundant booty, and

took revenge in their ufual manner by burning the

villages
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villages of the Naploufians, and murdering the inha- CHAP,

bitants. J^
While the affemblage of thefe foes convinced Buo- i7i>9-

naparte of the facility with which numerous opponents .

might be raifed againft him, the vigorous refiftance

of the befieged, their frequent fallies and indefatigable

exertions, inflamed all the furious paflions of his mind

to their moft deadly pitch ;
and the thirfl for the blood

of his enemies, and the unfeeling difregard of the

lives of his followers which diftinguifhed his career,

fhewed their combined effects in his fubfequent move-

ments ; while rage, difappointment, or the novelty of

the fervice, for he had never before conducted the re-

gular operations of a fiege, added to his precipitation

and impatience,
" led him," as fir Sidney Smith ob-

ferved,
<c to commit fuch palpable errors, as even the

common feamen could difcern."

At length, a mine, intended to blow up the

tower againft which the principal efforts of

the fiege were directed, was completed and fprung ;

but a cellar which was under the tower not prefent-

ing a fufficieni refiftance to give operation to the force

of gunpowder, no great damage enfued, the breach

being as unavailable as before. Thirty men were,

however, directed to effect a lodgment, but compelled
to retire by the well-directed exertions of the garrifon,

On the following day, a new attempt was

made with no better fuccefs, general Veaux

being dangeroufly wounded j the army was fhortly-

s s 2 afterwards

23d.

24th.
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CHAP, afterwards affli&ed at the death of general Caffarelli,
XXIX

c_l_^ j who expired in confequence of the amputation of his

1 799> arm from a wound he had fuflained in a former

aflault
;
and a fimilar fate attended Say, a hopeful

young officer of artillery, who was equally regretted.

While the French were thus wafting their time and

fquandering valuable lives in this pertinacious attack,

the garrifon daily acquired the advantages of courage

and experience. On the forty-fixth day of the fiege,

fir Sidney Smith declared the town in a better ftate of

defence than at the firft, notwithftanding the increafe

of the breach, which continued to be battered with

effect. The engineers had conftru&ed works to coun-

teract the effects of this difadvantage, and, from

having clofed with their opponents in fo many forties,

they had gained confidence to refift an aflault.

Perree's fquadron at length arrived, bringing three

twenty-four pounders and fix eighteen pounders,

with which the French continued to batter the breach;

while a mine was carrying on, for the purpofe of

blowing up the counterfcarp and making a fecond

breach in the eafte*rn curtain. This work proceed-

ed, though not without oppofition, for feveral days ;

but at length the garrifon was enabled, by perfeverance

and well-dire&ed exertions, to deftroy all

that the French had been fo long effecting ;

and a new attempt, guided rather by defperation than

found judgment, to gain the works of the befieged,

was completely ineffectual. The riflemen employed in

this
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8th.

this ram exploit were fo completely expofed to a tre- CH A p

mendous fire that they could neither proceed in their
"

operation nor effect a retreat.

About the fame time, a fquadron of more than

thirty fail of tranfports and corvettes, under Halfon

Bey, was feen (landing in for Acre. Buonaparte

hoping to carry the town before the aids could be in-

troduced, renewed the attack of the preceding

day ; and though expofed to a heavy fire from

the gun-boats made a lodgment on the fecond flory of

the north-eaft tower, on the outer angle of which the

republican ftandard was hoifted. The fire of the be-

fieged had flackened, and the reinforcements were

only half way towards the more. The breach was

feebly defended ; and this was the critical moment of

the fiege. At this juncture fir Sidney Smith landed

two boats at the Mole, arfd haflily arming the crews,

led them to the breach. The Turks, animated by the

unexpected fupply, nocked to the point of danger,

where the befiegers were contefting on nearly equal

terms with the defenders of the town ;
the muzzles

of their mufkets were in contact, and the fpear-heads

of the colours locked in each other. Djezzar, who,

according to the cuftom of his nation, was fitting in

a confpicuous place, rewarding thofe who brought to

him the heads of enemies, and diltributing fupplies of

ammunition, ruflied to the breach, and exhibited the

unprecedented fight of a Turkifh chieftain exhorting

Chriftian
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Chriftian foldiers to retire from the poft of danger, as

in them he mould lofe his bed defenders. The ge-

1799. neral enthufiafm prevalent under thefe circumftances

decided the fate of the day : the French were kept in

check till the reinforcements were landed ;
Oriental

jealoufygave way to thefenfe of peril; a well-difciplined

regiment was admitted into the gardens of the feraglio,

made a fortie, and, although the Turks were repulfed,

the befiegers being obliged to expofe themfelves above

their parapets, were mowed down in great numbers

by the flanking fire of the garrifon, their force at the

breach was diminimed, and the finall number re-

maining on the lodgment were killed or difperfed.

During this tremendous conflict, Buonaparte, fur-

rounded by his generals and aid-de-camps, was feen

Handing on an eminence which derived its name from

the Britifh hero, Richard Cceur de Lion. His gefti-

culations, and the miflion of an aid-de-camp to the

main body of his forces, indicated a resolution to re-

new the attack ; but the garrifon being fully pre-

pared, and animated by their late fuccefs, it was

agreed, in compliance with the wifh of the pacha, to

receive the aflault according to the Turkiih mode of

warfare A ftrong French column which advanced

to the attack was fuffered to mount the breach, now

fifty feet wide, without moleftation. On thdr defcent

into the pacha's garden, the fcremoft were encoun-

tered by the Turks who lay in ambufcade ; and

where
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t)th.

where combined tactics could not avail, the republican CHAP.
XXIX

bayonet was exerted in vain againft the Turkifh fey-

meter and dagger wielded in the right and left hand

with equal force and dexterity. The column was re-

pulfed ; general Lannes being dangeroufly wounded^

and general Rabaud flain.

Not yet to be deterred from the profecu-

tion of his object, Buonaparte ordered a new

afiault to be made, and propofed to his troops to con-

vert the putrid bodies of their fellow-foldiers into ti

rampart or fcaling ladder for the occafion. For the

firft time, he found his commands difputed j
the regi*

ment to whom he imparted his requeft refufed, to

ftain themfelves with this new outrage to humanity ;

but the grenadiers of the twenty-firil demi-brigade

folicited and obtained it as an honour. Their

exertion was, however, unavailing ;
for on mounting

the breach they difcovered that the befieged had

completed three lines of defence, and, after the lofs

ofmany lives, they returned, dejected and difcomfited.

The Turkifh regiment, on the contrary, which had

before been repulfed in a fortie from the garden of

the feraglio, again fallied forth for the fame purpofe,

that of feizing the third parallel, and achieved the

exploit with complete fuccefs. The impetuofity of a

few carrying them beyond the proper point, they loft

their lives ; but the remainder returned triumphant

xvithin the walls, having fpiked four pieces of
artillery,

Tn thefe encounters general Bon was mortally Wound-

ed;
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CHAP, ed; as were general Fouler, Venoux, adjutant Pinault,

Gerbault, an engineer attached to the ftaff, and

Croifier, aid-de-camp to the commander in chief.

To add to the grief r
and rage of Buonaparte, the

furrounding hills were thronged with fpe&ators,

awaiting only the event of the contefh to unite with

the victors. Convinced that the fuppofed invinci-

bility of the French was not real, thefe people eafily

yielded to the invitation of fir Sidney Smith, and pre-

ferred an union with " a chriflian knight, to the

friendship of an unprincipled renegado*." They

difpatched embafladors, declaring their refolution to

arreft all mountaineers who mould be difcovered

tranfporting ammunition or provifions to the French

camp, and, as a pledge of their iincerity, fent in four-

fcore individuals whom they had taken in fuch at-

tempts. This determination prevented the further

progrefs of Buonaparte to the northward, and at the

fame time he received intelligence from Cairo that

feveral provinces were in infurre&ion ; that Gizeh

was invaded by a wandering Arabian tribe from the

heart of Africa ; and that an impoflor, calling himfelf

the angel El Mahdi announced in the koran, had

gained numerous adherents and carried feveral polls.

To barter honour for fuccefs was no new traffic

with Buonaparte, and on this occafion he made an

attempt of the moil odious and difhonourable kind

*
Sir Sidney Smith's exprefiion.

' tU
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gain the long-contefted town. The dead bodies C
,

H/ P
;

over which he had made his laft afiault becoming <~^-lj

utrid, generated difeafes,and even the plague,

in the camp. Employing an Arabian dervife

as a flag of truce, Berthier, in the name of the com-

mander in chief, addrefled a letter to Djezzar, defiring

a fufpenfion of arms till the dead could be buried

and the eflablimment of an exchange of prifoners

effected*. While this mefiage was under confidera-

tion, and the flag of truce waiting for the anfwer,

Buonaparte, in defiance of all laws of juflice and to

the everlafting difgrace of the name of foldier, com-

menced an aflault, hoping to take the town by fur-

* Berthier in his Narrative, affirms,, on the credit of pretended

information from a deferter, and from the circumftance of fome

facks being thrown on the beach containing decapitated bodies,

that Djezzar murdered all his prifoners, cut off their heads, and

tying their corpfes two and two in facks, threw them into the fea,

Furniftied with this topic, he introduces a philippic againft the

Englim for continuing in alliance with barbarians who could com-

mit fuch fhameful cruelties. Now it is fomewhat extraordinary that

M. Berthier fliould require a potentate to exchange prifoners, when

but a few days before he had difcovered that he cut off their

heads and threw their bodies into the fea. Some headlefs trunks

may probably have been thrown aftiore ; but it fliould be recollected

that the Turkifh cuftorn is to referve the heads of their enemies

flain in battle as trophies, and that great numbers of ears of French-

men were fent to Conftantinople to the fultan as evidence of the

fuccefs of his arms. Such a practice is not commendable, but

it accounts for the appearance of thofe bodies without the aid of

IBerthier's

folution. See Relation, &c, pp, 75, 96.

prife.
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CHAP, prife. Fortunately, however > the garrifon was on its

"Y *VT"V

i _Lj guafd >
and this a& of defperate treachery met its

1799. due reward in defeat and difgrace. Sir Sidney Smith

with difficulty refcued the dervife from the fury of

thofe who confidered him a voluntary inftrument in

the treafon which had been committed, and gained a

full and delicious revenge by fending him back to

Buonaparte with a letter of reproofwhich overwhelmed

him and his army with fhame.

Foiled in this difgraceful attempt, Buonaparte

found himfelf obliged to retreat. His laft efforts

were dedicated to revenge. No longer hoping to

gain the town, he deflroyed the aqueduct, bombarded

the principal buildings, and ufed his utmoft endea-

vours to reduce the palace of Djezzar to a heap of

ruins. After a fiege of fixty-one days, con-

ducted without advantage and concluded

without honour, Buonaparte commenced his retreat.

His artillery and wounded were embarked in country

veflels, to be conveyed coall-wife to Jaffa ; but fir

Sidney Smith placing himfelf between that place and

Damietta, the crews, deftitute of all neceflaries, even

of provifions and water, fleered dire&ly towards the

Britifh fleet, relying on the honour and humanity of

the Englifh commander, and execrating and deploring

the want of thofe qualities in their own*

Previoufly to his retreat, Buonaparte addreffed to

his troops a proclamation filled with futile boafts,

falfe
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falfe affertions, and delufive confolations. He com- CHAP.
XXIX

plimented them for having traverfed the defert which

feparates Afia from Africa with more rapidity than an*

army of Arabs
; deflroyed the army intended for the

invafion of Egypt ; fruftrated an intended attack on

Alexandria; and, though but a handful ofmen, carried

on the war for three months in the heart of Syria.
" You have taken," he faid,

"
forty field pieces, fifty

ftandards, and fix thoufand prifoners; razed the forti-

fications of Gaza, Jaffa, Caiffa, and Acre. In a few

days you might have hoped to take the pacha in the

midft of his palace ; but, at this feafon, the capture of

the caftle of Acre is not worth the
lofs of even a few

days ; befides, the brave men whom I muil lofe in the

exploit are wanted for more eflential operations.'

Thefe boafts, with the revenge of burning villages

and harvefts, and mooting the Naplufians whom he

k prifoners, were the only confolations of Buona-

rte during his march. Such was the clofe of an

pedition, the fuccefs of which Buonaparte had an-

cipated with a profane boait, that when he had

nquered Jerufalem, he would bury the firft gre-

dier who fell in the tomb of our blefled Saviour,

d plant the tree of liberty on the fpot where he

s crucified *.

His approach to Cairo was a moment of anxiety

and apprehenfion, embarraffed with dangers which

uired all his courage to face and all his curi-

* See Wittman's Travels, p. 157.

fling
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CHAP, ning to avert. In a boaflful letter which was read
XXIX

the Inflitute he had ufed thefe expreffions :
" In

three days I ihall be at Acre
;
when you open this be

afjured that Djezzar Pacha is no more." Nothing

was left for him but to veil his difgrace under the ap-

pearance of triumph, and affume the deportment, not

of a leader returning difcomfited and difappointed,

but of a real conqueror. Orders were accordingly

difpatched to the government at Cairo to prepare

illuminations, triumphal arches, and a feflival for the

conquerors of Syria and of Djezzar Pacha. The

troops, who had defpondingly anticipated a
15th June. ....

*
.

P
, r . a

different reception, whole murmurs agamit

the man who had planned their expedition amounted

to mutiny, whofe expreffions even menaced death to

him as an atonement for their feven thoufand com-

rades who had perifhed, faw with furprife the

honours paid to them
; heard their chief and them-

felves flyled conquerors ; and, in the delirium of

vanity, forgot their injuries and defeats. The next

morning Buonaparte, allured of the intoxication flill

continuing, affembled his army on parade, diflributed

rewards, then moved forward a battalion of grenadiers,

whom he upbraided with having refufed to make

another aflault on Acre, and fentenced them to carry

their arms flung behind till their characters were

retrieved. This extraordinary ftroke of policy con-

. verted many of Buonaparte's detractors into ad-

mirers. They confefled his knowledge of human

nature.
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nature, who in a few hours could fo improve his

fituation and reaifume his influence as to difgrace

thofe very men who the day before would, with the

applaufe of their comrades (now approving of their

difhonour), had he uttered a word of cenfure, have

inflantly affaffinated him.

During thefe tranfa&ions, Defaix carried on the

campaign in Upper Egypt with vigour and fuccefs,

conftantly defeating the Mameloucs, and preventing

all their efforts to invade Egypt and co-operate with

the forces from Conftantinople and thofe expected

from England. The feries of his engagements pro-

duced feven victories befides thofe before enumerated;

and although they were not diftinguifhed by circum-

ftances calculated to afford great military renown,

were eminently ufeful to the French army.

While Buonaparte was employed in re-organifing

his forces, he received intelligence from Defaix of a

new movement proje&ed by Ibrahim Bey and Mourad

jy ; againft whom he difpatched corps under ge-

als Legrange, Murat, and Deftaing, who fpeedily

fucceeded in fruftrating their attempts, and com-

pelled Mourad to retreat to the pyramids of
14-th July.

Gizeh. On receiving this information,

Buonaparte quitted Cairo with a confiderable force,

and, being joined by Murat, continued to purfue

Mourad for feveral leagues ; but his attention was

called from this enterprife* by intelligence
that a

Turkifh
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CHAP. Turkifli fleet of a hundred fail had anchored a

Aboukir, and, after making proper difpofitions to

prevent the progrefs of thefe new foes, he haftenec

towards the fpot. On his approach, his fpies in

formed him that the Turks had captured the fort o

Aboukir, were difembarking artillery, had broken

down the pontoons conflruded by the French for

communication with Rofetta, and were preparing to

befiege Alexandria. Their force was eftimated a

fifteen thoufand men.

He alfo found that fuccefs did not make the Turks

raftily defirous to pufh forward, but that they were

fortifying themfelves in the place they had taken, or-

ganiiing the Arabs, and awaiting the fupport o:

JMourad Bey and the Mameloucs before they woulc

attempt new exploits. It was of the utmoft import-

ance to anticipate fuch an event
;
and Buonaparte,

having fpent a confiderable time in making
26th July. , \. _

the reqmfite arrangements, attacked the

Turkifh intrenchments, which were feverally carriec

after a fleady refiftance, conducted with valour

amounting to defperation, but unaided by fkill. The

Turks, unacquainted with the proper ufe of the

bayonet and tormented by its efficient ufe in the

hands of their opponents, madly endeavoured to feize

the firelocks, hoping to unfcrew the formidable in-

ftrument of deftru&ion. Such courage, fupported

only by the piilol and fcymeter, was not calculated

to
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to wreft victory from the difciplined troops of France j
CHAP.

yet the conqueft was not achieved without confider-

able lofs. The arm of general Fugiers was mot off ;

and general Le Turcq, leaping into the intrench-

ments, fell covered with wounds. The Turks, ac-

cording to their cuftom, fprang forward whenever

they faw an enemy mot, to cut off his head, that

they might obtain for the trophy the ufual mark of

honour, a filver aigrette. This effort, in which

avarice was mixed with the love of fame, facilitated

^the operations of the French in gaining the intrench-

ments, Finally, the whole party was overpowered ;

four thoufand were killed and wounded, and none

efcaped but thofe who were carried off in boats *.

The French gained by this viftory all the tents and

baggage of the Turkifh army and twenty pieces of

cannon, two of which were a prefent from the king

of England to the grand-fignior.

The fort of Aboukir was immediately invefted,

id, after a fiege of eight days, the garrifon

irrendered, not by capitulation, but by

* On this fubject Buonaparte wrote a pompous difpatch, dating

number of his opponents at 17,000, of whom 10,000 in de-

ur rufhed into thefea and were drowned. Berthier repeats the

ftory ; but fir Robert Wilfon corrects the ftatement, and mews that

the force of the Turks did not exceed 8000, of whom one half were

killed and wounded, 2000 were carried off in boats, and the re-

mainder formed the garrifon of the fort ofAboukir. See Hiftory of

Expedition, p. 29.

laying
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CHAP, laying down their arms, quitting the fort, and em-
"V YTV

t_^ | bracing the knees of the viclors.

1799. This fortunate achievement terminated the mili-

tary exploits of Buonaparte in Egypt. The afcend-

ancy of his character, the celebrity of his name, and

dextrous application of his talents to the purpofes of

maintaining his authority, were infufficient to pre-

vent the formation of a formidable party in his own

army, who would not be content to fee the honour

of France tarnimed by his wanton barbarities, while

the troops feemed doomed to be facrificed to the pur-

fuit of a conqueft which would never be thoroughly

achieved, fmce every new fuccefs led only to the

formation of more extravagant and diffufive defigns.

On Buonaparte's return from Syria, the phyfician who

had refufed to adminifter poifon, accufed the general,

in full aflembly of the inftitute, of treafon againfl the

honour of France, her children and humanity ; he

entered into the full details of the poifoning of the

fick and the maflacre of the garrifon, aggravating

thefe crimes by charging Buonaparte with previoufly

ftrangling at Rofetta, a number of French and Copts,

who were ill of the plague; thus proving that this

difpofal of his fick was a premeditated plan, which he

wiihed to introduce into general pradice. In vain

Buonaparte attempted to juftify himfelf
;

in vain he

pleaded that he ordered the garrifon to be deilroyed

becaufe he had not provifions to maintain them, or

ftrength
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ftrength enough to guard them, and that it was evident CHAP.

if they efcaped, they would act againft the French, ^ J

fmce amongft the prifoners were five hundred of the 1799.

garrifon of El Arifh, who had promifed not to ferve

again
*

; and that he deflroyed the fick to prevent con-

tagion, and fave them from falling into the hands of

the Turks. But thefe arguments, however fpecious,

were refuted directly ;
and Buonaparte was at laft

obliged to reft his defence on the pofitions of

Machiavel. The members fat petrified with terror,

and almoft doubted whether the fcene paffing before

their eyes was not illufion.

The fpirit of inquiry and refiftance thus difclofed,

and a conviction derived from the conduct of the

troops at Acre that a time might come when his

commands would not be fufficient to fecure general

obedience, powerfully flimulated him to the accom-

plifhment of the wilhes he had always entertained of

returning to France. To thefe motives, were added,

it is faid, others arifing from intelligence he had re-

ceived of the victorious progrefs of the allies in Italy,

and the eager defire he felt to attempt the re-eflablifh-

ment of the afcendancy of France, which the fortune

of his arms had fo greatly contributed to gain. When

Buonaparte had fully refolved to quit his comrades,

he prepared for the execution of his project with the

*
They had been compelled, in patting through Jaffa, by the

(^mmandant

to ierve.

VOL, ii, T T utmoft
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CHAP, utmoft fecrefy, knowing that the flighted fufpicion of

J^
IX

_l>his defign muft have proved fatal to him. He ordered

1799. rear-admiral Gantheaume to equip, and keep in readi-

nefs for failing* the frigates which remained in his

pofleilioii, and to give notice the moment the com-

bined Britifli and Turkifh fquadron mould quit the

coaft. The defired intelligence reached the
.ISA Aug. . r ,11.1

general at fix o clock in the evening; at

nine he difpatched orders to thofe who were to ac-

company his flight, to hold themfelves in readinefs to

fet out at midnight to attend him on a tour in Lower

Egypt. They were to meet him, it was faid, on the

coaifc ;
and each was furnifhed jwith fealed inftruc-

.

tions not to be opened till the moment of the ren-

dezvous.

Gantheaume had ftationed in the road at the diftance

of a league from the more two frigates, La

Muiron and La Carere ;
and Buonaparte,

'having fecured the military cheft, and left fealed

orders for general Kleber, repaired on mip-board, at-

tended by a few confidential followers, leaving the

army enraged, furprife-d, and defpondent, to lament the

miferies of their fituation, and the perfidy of their

chief. Among thofe whom Buonaparte favoured

with penniffion to revifit France were generals Ber-

thier, AndreofTy, Lannes, Murat, and Marmont
; and

Monge and Berthollet, two of ihefavans who had

attended the expedition. Their voyage was at firfl

retarded by contrary winds, and was confiderably

lengthened
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lengthened by the neceffity of fleering clofe to the Cu A p.

coalt of Africa, which was confidered as moft likely J^ ^
to be out of the track of any European veffels, and 1799.

leafl expofed to the dangers of purfuit. At length,

however, they reached the port of Ajaccio in Cor-

fica
;
and fliortly afterwards Buonaparte landed near

Frejus, after being chafed by a Britiih fquadron of

fuperior force *.

The next events which attended Buonaparte would

feem as if fortune, in the utmoli capricioufnefs of her

reputed divinity, had endeavoured to exhibit to the

world a fpfendid and extraordinary fpecimen of her

power to elevate an individual in defiance of cir-

cumftances, and in contempt of merit. It canfcarcely

be fuppofed poflible, that a general, abandoning his

army in fuch a fituation, without even a pretext of

orders, without the means of apprifmg government

of his views, and without any ftrong party in the ftatq

formed to favour him, mould efcape fevere animad-

verfion, or avoid perfonal degradation, if not punim-

ment. But, at this period, fo abject was the do-

meftic fituation of France, that the.government, pof-

feifing neither power, virtue, nor popularity, appeared

* The events of the Egyptian expedition are derived from the

Narratives of Berthier and fir Sidney Smith ; the Epitome of Mili- v

tary Events
5

Hiftoire par Deiadoards
} Hiftoire du Dire6loire

Executif ; Hiltory, &c. by fir Robert Wilfua ; Cooper Willyams's

Voyage 5 Dr, Wittman'f Travels ; arjd the Gazettes and State

tapers.

T T 2 tO
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p. to await with flupid resignation the new revolution

j which fhould terminate its too protracted exiftencej

179.9- while individuals were endeavouring, with clumfy ex-

ertions, only to avert the weight of ruin from them-

felves, and eflablifh fuch a character of comparative

innocence as would enable them to retreat in fafety

from the approaching ilorm.

Laws of barbarous feverity intended for the re-

preflion of feditious movements failed in their effect.

Motions in both the councils for the crimination of

individuals occafioned general diflatisfaclion without

promifmg relief of the general mifery. The tyran-

nical enforcement of decrees for a forced loan and

levy of confcripts occafioned only a more fleady and

uniform refi fiance. The torch of civil war was again

lighted in the departments of the Upper Garonne and

Thouloufe, -and many departments of the weft and

foutli were flrongly agicated. A fenfe of the inabi-

lity of government to furmount thefe difaflers was

univerfally prevalent ;
and general Jourdan had ac-

tually propofed a decree for declaring the country in

danger.

Syeyes was labouring, with endeavours which could

fcarcely be termed covert, for the overthrow of the go-

vernment. The exact views of this crafty intriguer

cannot be developed; but it is clear that a hatred to the

right heir to the crown on the one hand, and a fear of

the jacobins whom he had mortally offended, and by

whom his life had been attempted, on the other,

would
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Would impel him to avoid the re-eftablifhment of CHAP.
XXIX

royalty, or the alteration of the exifting fyftem to a

form favourable to the ferocious band of republicans.

Strength was evidently wanting to the executive

power ;
and that could only be given by a di&ator-

fhip refiding in one or more individuals, not embar-

rafTed by councils who knew not how to ufe or to re-

flrain authority, with whom faction was every thing

and virtue nothing.

While the abbe was known to be toiling to achieve

this point, and doubtful only what general he mould

call to his aid, fortune landed Buonaparte in France.

The people, far from permitting themfelves to enquire

into the caufes of his conduct, were happy to fuppofe

that he brought the means of terminating their mif-

fortunes and difgraces ; they flattered themfelves that

their deftinies were in his hands, and that the fuc-

cefs which had attended his banner would again be

extended over the whole country. His arrival in

.Paris was therefore hailed as a great national deli-

verance, and he became the centre of thofe intrigues

which feemed to receive their final fan&ion and gua-

ranty from the addition of his name. The two coun-

cils proftrated themfelves at his feet, and gave a fo-

lemn banquet in honour of his return in the church

of St. Sulpice, called, fince the revolution, the temple

of victory, At this fete the directory and
7 -

c 6th Nov.
embers or both councils attended j but

Uhough the efforts of art and taile were exhaufted in

rendering



U6 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAP,
rendering the fcene fplendid, and the banquet Tump-

v
v

i tuous and animating, the general afpeft of the guefts
**" was replete with conflraint and embarraiTment. Sufpi-

cion prevailed on all fides; the machinations for the

overthrow of government were readv to be put in

operation ; Buonaparte appeared only for a moment

in the hall, and retired, imprefled, perhaps for the

firft time, with the fear, which was never afterwards

to be abfent from his mind, that in fome morfel or

fome goblet to be prefented by the hand of treachery,

he might fwallow his dcjih.

Three days after this celebration, the coun*

cil of ancients met at feven o'clock in the

morning on an extraordinary fummons. One of the

infpe&ors of the hall, after declaring the caufes

of the convocation, and detailing the misfortunes

of the country, obtained a decree, founded on.

three articles of the conflitution, ordering the coun-

cil to meet the next day at St. Cloud, and for-

bidding all continuation of deliberative functions elfe-

where, charging Buonaparte with the execution of

the decree, and intrufling to him the command of all

the troops in Paris for protection of the national re-

prefentation. Buonaparte, accompanied by generals

Moreau, Bertliier, Lefebvre, Macdonald, and others,

appeared at the bar, congratulating the council on the

wifdom of the meafure. " We w :

ll have,
13

he faid,

" a republic founded on true liberty, on civil li-

berty, on national reprefentation : this I fwear, in

my
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tny own name, and in that of my companions in KAP.

.; c
XXIX.

arms." The fitting immediately rofe, amid (bouts of

Five la republique! Vive la conftitution I

At nine in the morning, the directors, whofe

power thefe tranfaftions were defigned to overthrow,

firft heard an account of them. Barras, Gohier, and

Moulins, fent for general Lefebvre to call in the mili-

tary to their aid : but that general declared he would

receive orders from Buonaparte alone
;
and Syeyes

and Roger Ducos, the two other directors, had already

prepared a formidable body of troops in the gardens

of the Luxembourg, which pafled in review before

Buonaparte. While he was thus engaged, Barras
?

s

fecretary arrived, whom, after a fiiort private con-

ference, the general thus addrefled :
" What have

you done with that France which I left in fuch a

brilliant fituation? I left you peace, I find you in

war
j

I left you victory, I find you defeated
;

I left

you the millions of Italy, I find laws of plunder and

mifery. What have you done with a hundred thou-

fand Frenchmen, whom I knew as my companions

in glory ? they are dead .!" This apoilrophe faith-

fully conveyed to the directory, produced an humble

meffage in anfwer, and all notions of forcible refinance

vaniihed.

The council of five hundred received, at the com-

mencement of their fitting, the decree of removal ;

and, full of indignation and diflatisfa&ion, broke up,

amid
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CHAP, amid mouts of Vive la republique ! Vive la conftitutlon!

v-^^L, to hold their next meedng at St. Cloud.

W9- In a wing of the palace furrounded with
loth. ./,

military, the council or ancients commenced

their deliberations. When the prefence of a majority

of the whole number was afcertained, fome reflec-

tions were made on the decree of removal, and fome

members complained that they had not been fum-

moned to the extraordinary fitting ;
but as fuch de-

bates would have led to explanations on a conflitu-

tion xvhich was no longer to exift, the majority of the

council terminated them by fufpending the fitting till

notice mould arrive of the aflembling of the other legif-

lat-ive body. This interruption did riot prevent the

reading of a letter from the fecretary-general of the

executive directory, announcing that the meflage in

which the council declared its meeting, could not be

received, four of the dire&ors having given in their re-

fignation, and the fifth having been placed under a

guard by fuperior orders.

Soon afterwards Buonaparte appeared, followed

by his aids-de-camp ; and, after declaring his attach-

ment to the country, exhorted the council to exert

their great powers in faving two things for which

fuch ample facrifices had been made,
"
Liberty and

Equality."
" And the Conflitution !" exclaimed one

of the members* " The conftitution?" he replied ;

"
you have violated it on the 18 Fru&idor, the

22 Floreal,



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 649

22 Floreal, and the 30 Prairial The conftitution ! CHAP.
. XXiX.

it is invoked by all factions, violated by all, defpifed^.^^
by all. It cannot be to us the means of welfare,

1?^-

becaufe it obtains the refpeft of none/' He then

ftated invitations he had received from Barras and

Moulins, to join them and overthrow all men who

profefled liberal ideas
;
but he had refufed them. He

placed no dependence on the council of five hundred,

becaufe it contained men who were defirous of re-

floring the convention, revolutionary committees, and

fcafFolds, and had deputed emiflaries to excite com-

motions in Paris. He declared his refolution to fup-

port his proceedings by means of the grenadiers,,

whofe caps and bayonets he perceived at the entrance

of the hall
;
and if any orator paid by the foreign

powers mould move to put him out of the law, he

admonimed that orator that he was pronouncing his

own outlawry. Finally, he recommended the council

to form themfelves into a committee to take falutary

meafures according to the urgency of circumflances,

while he would repair to the council of five hundred.

That body was holding its fitting in the hall of the

Qrang&ie, and difplayed difpofitions hoflile to the

confpiracy. Lucien Buonaparte was prefident ;
and

Gaudin, attempting to make obfervations favourable

f'

3 the proceedings of the general, was filenced by

vies of No diftatorfhip ! No didaior ! The members

hen took oaths of fidelity to the conftitution ;
and as

oon as the appel-nominal was fimihed, a letter from

Barras
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CFAP. Barras was read, announcing his refignation of the

office of director, and his happinefs in leaving the

guidance of public affairs to a general whom he had

been the firfl to promote. This act of Barras was in

the higheft degree propitious to Buonaparte ; who

.gave him an efcort to his country-feat at Gros-bois,

while Gohier was put under arreft, and Moulins made

his efcape.

The council, determined to adhere to the forms, of

the expiring conftitution, were proceeding to take

meafures for the election of a new director, when

Buonaparte, attended by a few of his guard of grena-

diers, advanced into the midft of the hall. His re-

ception was widely different from that he had expe-

rienced in the fenior council : furious outcries of Out

cf the law ! No dictator ! refounded in his ears ;

violent exclamations againfl the introduction of armed

men, a general rufh of the members towards him,

and an
attemojf

to llab him with a dagger, which was

parried by a grenadier, completely bereft him of his

prefence of mind. Incapable of utterance, he was

loft, and would have been borne down by the torrent,

but for Lefebvre, who exclaiming
" Let us fave our

general!" preffed forward with a flrong body of

grenadiers, and dragged him out of the hall.

Lucien Buonaparte then endeavoured to tranquillife

the members, but in vain
; he quitted, or probably

was driven from, the chair. Having been fome hours

abfent from the hall, which time he employed in

haranguing



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 51

haranguing the troops and urging them to fupport CHA*.
*V *V ' "V

his brother, he returned, and again attempted to re-

ilore order. Finding his efforts unavailing, a picquet

of grenadiers entered, and carried him away to the

place whither his brothei had been conveyed ;
the

drums beat the pas de charge, and a general of brigade

exclaimed,
u

Citizens representatives, I anfwer no longer

for thefafcty of the council ;
I inviteyou to retire.'

1

This

proclamation producing no effect, an officer of the

guard, getting on the prefident's defk, cried "
Repre-

fentatives, withdraw ! the general has given his orders."

Still they remained motionlefs
;
and a third officer

uttered the wrord of command "
Grenadiers^forward"

He was obeyed, and the hall was fpeedily cleared ;

the voices of the members being drowned by the

beating of drums. In the evening a felect number of

the council met by fpecial permiflion, and voted that

the grenadiers who had made a rampart of their

bodies around the commander in chief; had deferved

well of the country.

A committee of five was formed to confider of

meafures of public fafety. At eleven, Boulay de la

Meurthe, appearing as their reporter, declared the

vices and radical defects of the exiiling conflitution
;

and the council having firft decreed the abolition of

the executive directory, the powers of the flate were

vefted in Buonaparte, Syeyes, and Roger Ducos,

under the title of confuls. A conftitution afterwards

Iave

to thefe confuls, or rather to Buonaparte as firfl

conful,
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CHAP, conful, the whole and abfolute government of the
"VY IY

i __l,ftate, although a pretence of deliberation was pre-

17^, ferved by the eftablifhment of a confervative fenate

and a tribunate. Syeyes, the manufacturer of the

new revolution and the conftitution, foon found that

he had been toiling for another man's elevation, and

retired from the femblance of power, to the tranquil

pofleflion of an eflate, voted to him by the legiflature ;

and the authority of the firfl conful, for the others

were but nominal auxiliaries, was implicitly acknow-

ledged by the whole nation *.

* Hiftoire duDireaoire Executif ; Defadoards ;
State Papers, &c.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXX.

Effecls of the new Syflem of Government Policy of

Buonaparte -Rejiriclions on the Prefs Many popular

Ads Change of Mini/try Overtures for Peace

State of Great Britain State ofFrance Infurreclion

in the Weftern Departments General Brune fent to

fupprefs it His Succefs Inftruclions left by Buona-

partefor Kleber in Egypt State of that Army Ad-

vance of the Grand VizierCapture of El Arifh

Conventionfor the Evacuation ofEgypt Its Ratification

refufed by Great Britain Battle of Heliopolis and

of Belbeis Flight ofthe Grand Vizier Revolt Siege

Capture and Puniflment of Cairo Treaty with

Mourad Bey AJJqffinaiion of General Kleber

racier of Menou9 his Succeffor.

1 R T U N E having thrown all the executive

power ofFrance into the hands of Buonaparte, the re-

volution appeared completely terminated
; and, after

ten years of unprecedented crimes, privations, and

druggies, the people of France were compelled to

perceive that they had made no advance towards the

attainment of any beneficial franchife, or the eftablifh-

ment of an operative principle which might ferve as

the
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CHAP, the bafis of a compact between the governors and the
~V~V "V

tmi T_i governed. The nation feemed glad to reft under the

Ihelter of authority from the irregular gufls of revo-

lutionary violence
;
and implicitly gave themfelves up

to the guidance of their conful in all matters civil and

religious, confiding to him all the powers of peace and

of war. Cambaceres and Le Brim, the two political

non-entities appointed inftead of Syeyes and Ducos,

aided by a confervative fenate of fixty members

atigmentable to eighty, and a tribunate of a hundred

members, both confined within limits extremely ftril

as to their operations, could not be confidered as pre-

fenting any formidable check againft the authority of

the firft conful
;
who was empowered to promulgate

laws, make and revoke at pleafure appointments of

members of the council of ftate, minifters, embafladors,

anuL other external fuperior agents, officers of the

army by fea and land, members of local adminiftra-

tions, and commiflioners of the government to dif-

ferent courts, and all criminal and civil judges except

juftices of the peace and judges of appeal.

PofTefling fuch extenfive powers (for Buonaparte

in fact pofferTed them before the ccnflitution had been

formally prefented to the people), it was only neceffary

to adapt the yoke to the necks which were to bear it ;

to prevent difcontent at firft
;
and in the early ufe of

power to feem a benefaclor difpenfmg bleffings, and

not a tyrant impofing burthens. Yet the firft conful

and his advifers were not now to learn, that in order

to
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to retain uncontrolled afcendancy, it was neceflary to CHAP.

fetter the prefs. If the unlimited right of publication <_^fl>
remained, no permanent dominion could be expected, 1799.

among a people prone to change and difpofed to

cavil. The executive directory from the moment of

their eftablifhment had feverely felt the embarraflment

arifmg from this circumflance : their ufmofl defpotifm

had been exerted in vain ; prefTes had been feized,

journals fupprefied, and editors punimed with exem-

plary rigour ;
but yet, new prefles, journals fimilar in

fentiment though different in name, and editors of

equal audacity and ability, daily arofe. Buonaparte,

however, at an early period of his fway, terminated

this
5

difficulty, by decreeing, that a certain number of

journals only mould be tolerated
; and the new con-

ftitution contained not 'a fyllable in favour of the

rights of printing or fpeaking.

Having thus paralyfed one of the mod formidable

means of creating an oppofition to government, it

was eafy for the firfl conful to affume a popular air

of magnanimity, by feeming defirous to pardon and

conciliate men of all parties. Before this

fubject had been properly conficlered, twenty-

' *

feven jacobins had been fentenced to deportation, and

twenty-two, almoft all members of the council of five

hundred, to confinement in the department of the

Lower Charente. Among the firfl lift it was faid

there were Septembrizers, and individuals covered

with all kinds of crimes
;
but the other lift contained-

only

i-
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CHAP, only men who had fupported, with too much warmth,

t_^_\jthe order of things which had been eftablifhed ever

1799. fince the year 1795. General murmurs followed

this act, which was confidered as portending a renewal

of the late tyranny ;
and the government was obliged

to commute this arbitrary punifhment for a decree,

obliging the individuals fpecified to remain under the

watchfulnefs of the police. Soon, however, it was

difcovered that the jacobins could only be formidable

when a femblance of oppofition afforded them the

advantage of an appeal to the public ; and the mod
infamous wretches of that defcription found immunity
and protection.

Such conduct was calculated to conciliate the people

by mewing the confidence of the government in the

good-will ofthe majority,and theywere further gratified

by the repeal of two odious laws of the directory for a

forced loan, and for confidering the families of fufpect-

ed perfons as hoflages. The perfons fentenced to de-

portation on the 1 8 Fructidor were permitted to

revifit their country, feveral clalfes of emigrants were

erafed from a lift which the directory had fwelled to

a mod fhameful degree of enormity, and the oath of

hatred to royalty was abolifhed. Left, however, the

purchafers of national domains mould conceive

alarms, they were pacified by a proclamation, and

their rights were exprefsly referved in the conftitution,

and the abolition of the oath was declared to originate,

not in predilection for the monarchical fyftem, but in a

defire
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defire to deftroy a principal engine of Jacobinical
CHAP.

confederacy, and to avoid giving offence to foreign* ^_L>

governments, which every commonwealth ought to 1799

refpecl. A general change took place in the miniftry.

Robert Lindet, the minifter of finance, who knew no

mode of fupply but confifcation, was removed, and

his place beftowed on Gaudin. Dubois de Crance, a

ferocious and ignorant jacobin, whom the influence

of that faction had raifed to the office of minifter of

war, was difplaced, and Berthier appointed in his

ftead. Cambaceres was, for a mort time, minifter

of juftice ; but on his elevation to the rank of conful,

he was fucceeded by Abrial. The jacobin Quinette

being deprived of the fituation of minifter for the

home, department, it was given to Pierre Simon

Laplace, and afterwards to Lucien Buonaparte,

Talleyrand Perigord was minifter for foreign affairs,

and Forfayt fucceeded Bourdon in the adminiftration

of the marine. Fouche, in reward for his active co-

operation in the late revolution, was permitted to re*

tain his office of minifter of the police.

In general the meafures of the new government
were pbpular, and exhibited hopes of returning re-

gularity, and the abolition of many odious diftinc-

tions, which had rendered one portion of the nation

oppreflbr of the other. But to draw from a ftate of

organifed robbery and habitual anarchy" a focial

fyftem, juft and equal, yet ftrong and coercive, was a

VOL. n. u u tafk
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f t'ie utm ft difficulty, and one of which there

was no reafon to expect the fpeedy accomplifhment.

r^Q kg p pu lar where the errors of all preceding ad-

miniflrations pointed fo clearly the path to public

deteftation was an ordinary effort
;
but to give fecurity

to the people for the enjoyment of general rights, the

abolition of oppreffive requifitions, and the revival of

commerce, plenty, and mutual confidence, was a

labour of the moil anxious kind, requiring leifure,

ability, firmnefs, and moderation.

A great impediment to this defirable event was the

continuance of the war, which not only required

great exertions and facrifices, but formed a pretext

for many oppreffive and vexatious exactions. To re-

ftore peace was obvioufly the inofl popular and moil

beneficial object the new government could achieve ;

and although- the circumflances of the times could

not afford a reafonable proFpecl of immediate fuccefs

in a negotiation, it was neceifary, in compliance with

the impatience of the people, to commence a corre-

fpondence on the fabject with the allied powers. Mef-

Tages were accordingly fent to Vienna and London :

the tenor of the difpatch to the Imperial cabinet was

not difclofed, but the correfpondence with the Britiih

miniftry was immediately made public.

Deferring the accuftoined forms of diplo-
26th Dec. . ,. ^

r

. matic proceeding, Euonaparte addrelied a

letter to the king himfelf, which was inclofed in one

from
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from Talleyrand to lord Grenville. He aiked whether CHAP.
YXX

the war was to be eternal ? Whether the two power-

ful nations of France and Great Britain could not

come to a mutual underftanding ? and expected this

overture to be confidered as a proof of his defire to

contribute efficaciously, for the fecond time, to a ge-

neral pacification. Lord Grenville anfwered
1800

Talleyrand by obferving, that the king, feeing
4th Jan.

no reafon for departing from the forms of tranfacting

affairs between foreign ftates which prevailed through-

out Europe, had directed him to anfwer the propoli-

tions of the firft conful by a note to his minifter. He

traced the conduct of France from the origin of the

exifting hoftilities, and noticed the repeated afiurances

made by every fucceeding government of pacific in-

tentions, while all their acts were replete with aggref-

fions. The new government had given no proofs of

a difpofition to adopt a different fyftem, nor could

any affurance be given of its {lability. The bed

affurance which Great Britain could receive of the

formation of a regular government in France would

be the restoration of that race of princes, who, fcff fo

many ages, preferyed the French nation in internal

profperity and in confideration and refpect among

foreign powers. But although fuch an event would

obviate every obftacle, his majefty did not confider it

indifpenfable to the attainment of a fafe and durable

peace ;
but whenever he fhould be of opinion that the

fecurity of his own dominions and thofe of his allies,

u u 2 and
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CHAF. and the general fecurity of Europe, could be at-

tained, he would eagerly feize the opportunity to

concert with his allies the means of an immediate

and general pacification. Hitherto no fuch fecurity

exifted ; and nothing remained for him but to pro-

fecute, in conjunction with the other powers, a juft

and defenfive war.

..In reply, Talleyrand entered into a vindication of

France, and an accufation of the allies with refped to

.the commencement of the war 5 alleging all the ex-

.ploded fidions ofprojedsof difmemberment and acts

of aggreflion which had fo long been repeated in the

journals of France, and fo often refuted that they no

longer claimed the regard of well-informed men. He

p^ferved that the prefent was, at leaft, as favourable

aS;
former times had been for the renewal of a treaty ;

and offered immediately to give paflports to miniilers

whom the king might fend to Dunkirk, or any other

place equally well fituated for fpeedy communication.

Lord Grenville mentioned in his anfwer to

this note the aflonimment of the king, that in

a pretended negotiation for peace, the French minifler

mould fo anxioufly and fyflematically vindicate the

unprovoked aggreflions of France, the fole caufes of

the war, and repeated the fentiments contained in his

former note.

By this correfpondence the French gained the ad-

yantage of reprefenting the Britilh nation as obflinately

bent on the prolongation of hoflilities, and of re-
t- -71 -*--1 njn^o:

vivmg
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viving among their own people fome portion of the CHAP.

enthufiafm which animated them when they confider-^ ,^_

ed themfelves affaulted and menaced by a formidable 18 o-

combination. It could not be expected that Great

Britain, bound by treaties to all the parties engaged

in the war, mould defert the common caufe, and

enter into a feparate negotiation ;
but it was well

known that the difcuffion of propofals of peace in par-

liament might tend to difunite the nation, render the

defire of peace more intenfe, and afford themes of

declamation to the factious and difcontented. Yet, in

fact, the fituation of Great Britain was peculiarly

eminent and enviable. Taxation, carried to an extent

unknown in hiftory, had not impaired public credit,

or diminifhed public confidence
;

a war actively pro-
v

fecuted in every part of the world had not occa-

fioned an intermiilion of commerce, or a fufpenfion

of manufactures or any of the arts of peace. The

circumflances which had mod threatened her tran-

quillity ceafed to exift ;
the defeat and death of

Tippoo Sultaun lubverted the plans, of France for the

deflruction of her empire in India ; and the capture

c?f Surinam and other colonies, deprived the republic

and her allies of the molt important external refources.

Extenfive plans were known to be entertained for the

enfuing campaign, and it was of the utmoil im-

portance not to give an example of bad faith,

which would afford pretexts for diffatisfadion to the

allies.

France,
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France, on the contrary, faw only the dawn of a

new and untried fyftern, clouded over by all the errors

and crimes of that which had pafled away. The

greateft efforts were employed in forming a fyftem of

economy and abolifhing the odious and deftru&ive

peculations eflablifhed by the directory, the army be-

gan to be fupplied with neceflaries, and vigorous ex-

eftkms were made for obtaining recruits and prevent-

ing defertion. All thefe efforts did not, however, pro-

rAife to be of much avail while the country was ex-

haufted, depreffed, difpirited, and the weftern de-

partments in a ftate of open and formidable infur-

re&ion.

General Hedouville, who commanded in thofe de-

partments, had ufed every exertion to reflore con-

fidence : but the rapacious and cruel agents of the

directory, by continued acts of tyranny and extortion,

had rekindled the flames of civil war; and all the weft

flew at once to arms, from the banks of the Charente

to thofe of the Seine, and from the coaft of Breft to

the gates of Tours. They numbered among the moft

COnfpicuous of their leaders, Chatillon, d'Autichamp,

Bourmont, Georges, and Frotte. As it was ex-

pected that England would lend powerful affiftance to

this infurre&ion, which was in itfelf
fufficiently for-

midable, the French government employed great ef-

forts in reducing it, before the advance of fpring

fhould enable a fleet to keep the fea, and land in

thofe
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thofe departments the powerful body of Engliih and CHAP.

Ruffian troops quartered at Jerfey* ^ . '__j

Hedouville being conlidered of too mild a cha- isoo.

rafter for this exigency, general Brune, who com-

manded in Holland during the late invafion, and who

was befid'es elevated to the dignity of counfellor of

ftate, was nominated general in chief of an army of

fixty thoufand men, intended to reduce the royalifls

to fubjection. Hedouville, defirous to make his local

knowledge and experience of the utmofl utility, ac*

cepted a fubordinate rank. The march of Brune was

preceded by a proclamation declaring the caufes of

the renewal of hpftilities ;
and by two decrees, one

forbidding all generals and public functionaries to

correfpond, in any manner or under any pretence,

with the leaders of the rebels, direfting the national

guards and inhabitants of diftrifts to rife in arms for

their expulfion, and ordaining that all individuals

preaching revolt and refinance by force of arms

ihould be immediately mot, The other de*
'

. . . Jan -

cree declared the reign or the conltitution

fufpendecj in the departments of the C6tes-du-Nord,

rifle et Vilaine, Morbihan, and Loire Inferieure ;

and empowered general Brune to make regulations

amounting even to pain of death, to impofe contri-

butions in the way of
penalty, and to adopt all the

means uied in the countries of foreign enemies to in-

fure the payment of thofe contributions and the main-

tenance of public tranquillity,

On
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CHAP. On his arrival in Bretagne, Brune learned that all

L?J^_J theinfurgent departments on the left of the Loire had

ifioo. laid down their arms,, in purfuance of a treaty

of peace figned at Montfaucon. This event en*

abling him to concentrate his operations, he began

by publilhing proclamations to the people, and found

that no ferious refiflahce was to be apprehended. A
few fmart, though not important, fkirmifhes enabled

him to fubdue, in lefs than a month, all that appeared

formidable in the infurrection, and reduced the

Chouans to nothing more than a fmall fet of detached

bodies. To this fortunate event the want of concert

among the various chiefs greatly contributed ;
and it

...

* was forwarded in no inconfiderable degree by the pru-

dent orders of Buonaparte for reftoring the churches

to the communes for the purpofe of performing di-

vine fervice, and for celebrating a pompous funeral

ceremony in honour of pope Pius VI. , who had been

depofed, harafled, and, in effect, murdered, in con-

fequence of a treafon executed, if not planned, by

his brother. Of the chiefs of the Chouans, Georges

and Frotie were the laft who refilled. Georges, having

learnt that Brune was reconnoitring that portion of

the country which was termed his govern-
9th Feb.

'

ment, boldly advanced to a place near the

'village of Theix, followed only by three Chouans,

and after an interview of an hour with Brune, who

met him for the purpofe in a field, he engaged to dif-

mifs his troops and yield up his arms. Frotte had

written
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written a letter to Hedouville, declaring his willing-
CHAP.

nefs to furrender; but before he could receive an an-v ^ j

fwer, his correfpondence with an officer of his own 18oa

party fell into the hands of the republicans. In thefe

papers he advifed the Chouans to fubmit to every

thing except the privation of their arms, and unfor-

tunately mentioned the place of his concealment. He
was apprehended and brought to trial before a mili-

tary commiflion at Verneuil. His behaviour excited the

utmoft admiration ; he appeared with his accuf-

tomed boldnefs : and in the courfe of the trial

afking for fome wine, drank with his companions the

fentiment fo odious to republican ears,
" Vive le Roi!n

The next day he was conducted to execu-

tion, and (till maintained the fame uncon-

cern. He went on foot, attended by his ftaff; and one

of the efcort obferving that he had loft the ftep,

<f You are right,'" he calmly anfwered,
"

I did not

think of it," and immediately changed. They were

all mot Handing, and would not have their eyes blind-

folded. The officer through whofe imprudence he

had been difcovered terminated his own exiflence with

a piflol. The republic was thus freed from all alarm

from the Chouans ;
but the departments were not re-

ftored to civil government, but kept under the com-

mand of military officers *.

* For thcfc accounts of Georges and Frotte, fee Di6lionnaire cleg

Homines Marquans. The remaining events are derived entirely

from Defadoards, vol. IX.

Six
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CHAT. Six months had thus elapfed fmce Buonaparte, dc
-\r *<' Y

ms own army in Egypt, had found himfelf,

without contrivance or exertion of his own, carried

to a height unexampled in the modern hiftory of en-

lightened nations. To that army it is ne-

.

'

. cefiary to revert, before the narration of the 1

Auguil. fubfequent tranfa&ions in Europe. On his
|

departure the general left a letter for Kleber, his fuc-

ceffor, containing inftru&ions for his future conducl,

mifcellaneous in their form, but perfectly confident

in one general fyflem of tyranny and treachery. In a

fliort valedictory paper, he aflured the army of his

heartfelt grief at quitting them, though it 'would be

onlyfor an inftant ; but in his inftru&ions to Kleber

he gave full directions how thefe bra-ve tlien, to whom

he i&asfo tenderly attached *, were to be treated. The

favans were to return to France on board a flag of

truce, unlefs Kleber could make them ufeful; in which

cafe he was to put them in requifition without fcruple.

He promifed to fend a fupply of mufkets, fabres,

piflols, and balls, of which the army had great need :

but if, by a feries of the mod extraordinary events,

they did .not hear from France by May ; and if the

plague mould again break out and carry off more than

fifteen hundred of the troops, exclufive of thofe

who fell in the field
;

it was conficiered not advif-

able to hazard another campaign ;
but a peace mould

* His own phrafe.

be



HISTORY OF FRANCE,

be concluded with the Ottoman porte, even though CHAT.
XXX

the evacuation of Egypt fhould be the leading article. ,
^_'_

In this* however, Kleber was to bear in mind the 1799.

importance of the colony to France; the certainty

that, on the diffolution of the Turkifh government,

which rnuft fpeedily happen, it would fall into the

hands of fome European power ;
and the neceflity of

enabling France to refumc it at the fir ft opportunity.

He was to avoid evacuating it till the conclufion of a

general peace ;
to adhere rigidly to Buonaparte's ori-.

ginal aflertion, that France never intended taking it

from the grand-fignior ; and, on the arrival of mips

which were promifed from France, he was to feize five
,

or fix hundred Mameloucs, Arab hoftages, or Cheiksei

Beled, and fend them off immediately to France. The

propofed end of this infamous piece of perfidy was,

that thefe people, when they had been a year or two

in France and contemplated the grandeur of the na-

tion, would acquire in fome degree the language and

manners, and, on their return to Egypt, prove fo

many partifans.

"Aft in whatever manner you pleafe," he faid,

cc the Chriftians will dill be our friends ; it will be

neceflary, however, to prevent them from growing
too iniblent, left the Turks mould conceive the

fame fanatic prejudice againft us as againft them,

which would deftroy every poflibility of a reconcilia-

tion : this fanaticifm muft at all events be laid afleep,

until we have an opportunity of extirpating it entirely.

By
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CHAF. By gaining the good opinion of the principal cheiks

at Cairo, we fhall fecure that of all Egypt ;
and of

all chiefs which its inhabitants may rally under, there

are none lefs to be apprehended by us than cheiks,

who are all timorous, unacquainteJ with arms, and,

like all other priefls, know how to infpire the people

with fanaticifm, without being fanatic themfelves."

Kleber, who was a brave and honefl man, did not

exprefs to his followers the fentiments with which

the conducl of Buonaparte infpired him
; but,

in a fhort addrefs, attributed his departure to

motives of the ,moft imperious nature, and allured

them that a powerful reinforcement or a glorious

peace was at hand
;
a peace worthy of them and their

achievements, and which mould reftore them to their

country.

>It appears by, the eflimate taken at this period that

the necefiities of the army were extreme. Their

pay, and other dues in arrear, amounted to upwards

of eleven millions (48152507.) ; and their want even

of the means of fupporting themfelves in the field ex-

tended from cannon down to gun- flints, paper for

cartridges, and tools and implements of all

7th oa. , r . . _, f
deicnptions. iheie reprelentations were

merely in fupport of others {till more forcible, made

by Kleber himielf, in a letter to the directory. He

expreffed, without much difguife, his indignation at

the manner of Buonaparte's departure; defcribed the

abfolute' want of arms, gunpowder, and ball : the

attempts
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ipts to eflablifh a foundry had failed ; the manu- CHAP.

:ure of gunpowder had not kept pace with their <_/_\
'

:peclations 3
and probably never would ;

and the re-

pair of fmall arms proceeded but flowly, for want of

money and means. The troops, he faid
5
were naked,

and the privation of clothing occafioned dyfenteries

and ophthalmies ; by which and other difeafes, as

well as lofles in the field, the actual ftrength of the

army was reduced full half. Buonaparte, he faid,

had before his departure given orders for clothing

the troops ;

" but in that, as in many other projects,

he contented himfelf with the mere orders." He had

alfo exhaufted the extraordinary refources within a

few months after his arrival, by levyihg as extenfive a

military contribution as the country could bear
; yet

on his departure he had not left a fingle fous in the

military cheft, or any thing which could be converted

into money. No fupplies were to be expected till the

end of November, as the demand of a new military

contribution would only excite infurrections. In the

fubfequent parts of his letter Klebcr animadverted,

with little difguife and with evident deteftation and

contempt, on Buonaparte's hypocrify, the fallacy of

his military ftatements, and his felfifhnefs in depriving

the forts of all the marine artillery in order to protect

own voyage to France, while all the heavy artillery

loft in "
the difaftrou.s in-vafion of Syria

"

Befides thefe topics of complaint, Kleber urged

it formidable bands of enemies were collecting on

every
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CHAP, every fide; and that Buonaparte, perceiving the ap*

proach of the fatal crifis, had left him to fuitain the

enormous burthen of commanding the army of the

JEaft, The Mameloucs were difperfed, but not de-

ftroyed ; Mourad Bey was flill in Upper Egypt, with

an army which he could eafily increafe
;
and Ibrahim

Bey at Gaza, with about two thoufand Mameloucs *.

Nor was Kleber uninformed of the march of the

grand-vizier, who, at the head of the principal forces

of the Ottoman empire, amounting, according to re-

port, to eighty thoufand men, was marching againfl

him, and had arrived at Darnafcus, and ent forward

thirty thoufand men to Gaza. He determined there-

fore, although not quite fifteen thoufand men had

perifhed by the plague, to continue a negotiation

which Buonaparte had commenced previoufly to hk

departure, for the purpofe of obtaining fafety through

the medium of peace.

Thefe refolutions were further confirmed by the

progrefs of the Turkifh forces* Aided by Britifh

officers, and favoured by the command which fir

Sidney Smith retained in the Red Sea, they had

captured El Arifh, which Buonaparte in his final

orders defcribed as one of the keys to Egypt.
SOthDec.

and were advancing towards Cairo.

18()a
Under thefe circumflances, a convention

24th Jan. for the evacuation of Egypt was negotiated

* See Intercepted Correfpondence, Part IIJ. Letters 2 to 9.

Similar fa6t* form the fubftance of the vvhoJe collection.
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board Le Tigre, fpeedily concluded, and figned at CHAP.

\\ Arifh between two plenipotentiaries on behalf of^J_

ic grand-vizier, and general Deiaix and Pouflielgue isoo;

(adrniniftrator of finances) on the part of Kleber. It

ftipulated that the French forces fhould retire with

their arms, baggage, and effects, to Alexandria,

Rofetta, and Aboukir, to be there embarked and

conveyed to France, and the territory given up to the

grand-fignior. Proper ftipulations were made for a

fufpenfion of hoftilities till the convention fhould be

ratified and carried into effect, certain fums of money
were to be paid to the republicans, and their fafe

conduct fecured.

The miferabte ftate of the French army which led

to this convention, and the enormous force which the

grand-vizier led again ft them, appeared to promife bet*

ter terms of capitulation ;
and lord Elgin, the Britifh

minifler at Conftantinople, faw with regret the forma-

tion of a compact which would reftore to France

twenty thoufand veterans, who, according to Kleber
y
s

account, yet remained effective in Egypt, and who

might, by their exertions in Europe, fruftrate all the

plans of the approaching campaign. Thus, while all

parties in Egypt were taking meafures for the execu-

tion of the treaty, it was refolved at Conftantinople

prevent its ratification. The grand-vizier had

ictually paid part of the money ftipulated by the

ivention ;
his army had been fuffered without oppo-

fition to reach the banks of the Nile 5
the French had

evacuated
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CHAP, evacuated Upper Egypt to concentrate themfelves oa
"YY"Y

(_
*

t
the fea coaft ; and general Defaix with feveral other

1^00. officers had embarked for France, where, after a fhort

detention by lord Keith to examine their paffports,

they arrived in fafety. Kleber had publifhed a farewel

proclamation, in which he affirmed that the French

had maintained and protected the people in the enjoy-

ment of their religion, their laws, their cujloms, and

their property ; nor did they leave among them the remem-

brance of any violence.

^-iSuch was the pofition of affairs when lord Keith

announced to fir Sidney Smith his diflent from the

treaty, unlefs the French would lay down their arms,

and yield themfelves prifoners of war. Sir Sidney

Smith, as his honour and duty compelled him, com-

-municated the intelligence without delay to the

French general ; and the letter of lord Keith was

printed for the information of the army. In this

tranfa&ion fir Sidney Smith a&ed to the
20th March. r , r . , IT. t_

very extreme or good faith, as the rrench

were on the point of evacuating Cairo, and would

have done fo if his exprefs had been delayed only a

few hours. The enemy did not, however, imitate

this generous conducl; for, without previous intimation

to the grand-vizier, they attacked the Turkifh army,

which, in full confidenceof the execution of the treaty,

was advancing without artillery or ammunition. The

confequences were fuch as might be imagined. The

French army, by withdrawing the garrifons from

various
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various places, had greatly augmented its ftrength : CHAP.

the advanced guard of the Ottomans, unprovided^_1^__

with the means of defence, was cut to pieces on the 18O -

plains of Matharich, or Heliopolis ;
and when the

grand-vizier, who was encamped at too great a

diilance to fupport his advanced guard, affembled his

army to recover the effects of the late difafter, they

refufed to march. Nazif Pacha, who had been ap-

pointed by the Porte governor-general of

Egypt, advancing to join the grand-vizier

with a numerous body of Turks and Mameloucs, was

encountered near Belbeis, and utterly defeated : this

event confirmed the panic in the camp of the . grand-

vizier, whofe troops fought fafety in precipitate flight,

abandoned their tents, military equipage, and artillery^

and, traverfing the defert, took refuge in Gaza.

Nazif Pacha, after his defeat, found means to reach

Cairo with fome of his troops. The departure of the

French having permitted the people to mew their

genuine difpofitions, they had already rifen in infur-

rection
;
and the pacha, fupported by the general in-

clination, took pofTeflion, and ufed his beft 'exertions
'

to fortify the city. Boulacq and Suez were in

the fame date, when Kleber, returning from

his fuccefsful expedition, commenced the fiege of all

three. Strength and unanimity were unavailing

againft the fuperior tactics of the French.

Cairo furrendered in a month, the garrifon

retiring into Syria ;
the other places fucceilively yielded;

YOL. ii. x x and
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CHAP. and the French celebrated in each a fete in

txx^c
toy.

honouroftheviaory ofHeliopolis. The

iboo. city of Cairo was punifhed by a levy of ten millions

(437,500/0 ; a finewhich muft be confideredenormous,

on recollecting the defcription given by Kieber himfelf,

in October, of the poverty of the people, and the im-

practicability of obtaining from them further fupplies.

During this fiege, Mourad Bey, equally agitated by

fears of the republicans and of the Porte, maintained

a flrict neutrality ; but when he faw fuccefs likely to

attend the operations of the French, he fubdued his

internal fentiments of refentment and fear fo far as to

enter into a treaty with them, and obtained the com-

mand of Girge and Afluan, in quality of governor

under the French republic, and in trufl to remit to

Cairo the fubfidy which thofe provinces had formerly

paid to the grand-fignior.

While the French were exulting in their improved

fituation, they were doomed to regret the lofs of their

general, defervedly dear to them
j
who fell, not in the

field or by the ordinary deftinies, but by the hand of

an aiTafiin. The French account of this

tranfa&ion flates, that Kieber was walking

with an architect on a terrace at Cairo, giving di-

rections for fome repairs, when a man, difpatched for

the purpofe from the aga of janiflaries, rufhed from a

^eap of ruins, and dabbed him in four places with a

dagger* He died on the fpot, and the architect

endeavouring te defend him received fix wounds,

but
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but not mortal. The murderer was taken, and being CH A i>.

*-cr yy
publicly tried before general Reynier and a full com-^^
mittee of general and other officers, confeffed, it is isoo.

faid> by whom he was employed^ and that he had

entrufted his defign to four petty cheiks of the city,

who diifuaded him from the execution, but were con-

fidered as guilty for not having fruftirated it. The

aflaffin was empaled alive, and left to be devoured by

the birds of the air
\
and three of his fuppofed ac-

complice^ the other having made his efcape^ were

beheaded in prefence of the whole army* The cir-

cumftances attending the murder of the genetal gave

rife to many doubts, which have never been clearly

folved* He was on bad terms with the officer who

by rank became his fucceflbr* and his threats of im-

peaching the conduct of Buonaparte were fo public*

and his inflexibility fo well known, that tnaiiy enter^

tained an opinion, which the proceedings on the trial

were not calculated to alter, that the aflaffination was

contrived nearer the French head-quarter^ than the

tirmy were permitted to fuppofe. The leader of the

Ottoman forces, in a well-written proclamation, re-

pelled the aflertion made againft him as an odious

calumny ; ufing the obvious argument, that he could

have no particular enmity to Kleber, nor derive any

great advantage from his death, fince the French

troops would remain the fame, and another leader

could not fail to be fouhd. Nor did he omit ad*

verting to the circumflances which rendered it pro*

x x 2 bable

I



H6 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAP, bable that a Frenchman, and not a Turk, plannedYYY
Jl^the murder.

1800.
_.

The interment was performed with great

pomp and ceremony, and a funeral oration was

made in commemoration of his bravery and virtue.

The command devolved on general Menou, formerly

a noble, and one of the deputies of that order who

difgraced themfelves in the conflituent aflembly by

joining the tiers-etat. He had commanded in La

Vendee in 1793, and rendered himfelf confpicuous

for his incapacity. He was an afliftant of Buonaparte

in the fufillade of the 13 Vendemaire, and accom-

panied him on his expedition to Egypt, without a

hope of obtaining that command to which he was

elevated by the concurrence of fo many accidents.

He had aflumed the drefs and profefled the religion

of the. Turks, was married to one of their women,
and added to his own name that of Abdallah *.

* Thefe tranfaftions are related from Defadoards and the State

JPapers : fee alfo Di&ionnaire des Hommes Marquans, article

Menou.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXI.

State of the Republican and Imperial Armies In Italy and

Germany Progrefs of General Melas Siege of

Genoa converted into a Blockade The French

driven beyond the VarPofitlon of the Aujlrian and

French Armies on the Rhine- The French crofs the

River Their Progrefs Battle of Majkirch Its

ConfequencesFormation of an . Army of Referve at

Dijon Carnot appointed Minifter at War Buona-

parte joins the Army of Referee Paffage of the

Troops over the Mountain of St. Bernard Their

rapid Succefs in
Italy-- Re-eftablijhment of the Cifal-

pine Republic Movements of the French and Au-

ftrians Battle of Marengo Convention entered into

by MelasArmiftice in Italy Proceedings on the

Danube >Battle of Hochftet Battle near Neuburgh

Death of Latour d'Auvergne Further Retreat of

the Auftrians Their Pofitions and thofe ofthe French

Armijlice in Germany Buonaparte returns to

Paris Interference of France in the Governments of

Piedmont, Liguria, and
t
Switzerland Extrtions of

England Attempts on the French Coqft SucceJ/es of

the Fleet Unfuccefsfid Attempts on Ferrol and Cadiz,

r Capture of Goree, Curacoa^ and Malta- Treaties

between
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between France and the Powers of Barbary and the

United States ofAmerica Renewal of Armiftke with

the Emperor Difcujfions refpefling a Naval Armiftke

with England The French feize Tufcany-^dejlroy

Arezzo Rupture of the Armiftke Battle of Hohen-

linden Progrefs of the French Their Succefs in Italy

Armiftke Treaty of Luneville.

2 HAP. \\T
5CXXI. VV HILE hoftilities were thus renewed in Egypt,

igoo ^iefly for the purpofe, as it was underftood, of

favouring the campaign in Europe, that plan was

deranged and ultimately rendered abortive by events

which human fagacity could neither forefee nor pre-

vent. The commencement of the campaign was, in

many refpe&s, inaufpicious to the allies ; though by

tio means flattering to the republicans, who had an

imrrienfe tract of territory to reconquer, with forces

far inferior to thofe by which they were to be op-

pofed Cn the death of Championnet, the command

of the French army of Italy was given to Maffena ;

but the continued difiatisfa&ion of Paul I., and the

death of Suworow, who in difgrace and chagrin ter-

minated his days in his native country, did not per-

rrtit a hope of the appearance of a Ruffian army in

that quarter. The Auflrian army remained under

general Melas, who, with eighty thoufand men, was

Jri pofleffion
of all the fortrefles at the entrance of the

Alps, from the fort of Bard in the valley of Aofla to

Coni, and had been, during the whole winter, in the

enjoyment



HISTORY OF FRANCE, 6

enjoyment of every neceffary, the Englifli fleet having
C "**

conveyed to him abundant fupplies, and facilitated < ^
the formation of his magazines for the approaching

18 '

campaign. The French, fhut up in various pofts

from the Bochetta to the Alps of Dauphiny, in the

midft of mows, had fuffered every privation and

hardfhip, and, with a force not amounting to fifty

thoufand men, had to defend pofitions which would

require eighty thoufand.

The pofitions of the French army on the frontier

of Germany extended from Ehrenbreitflein to the

Valais
; but, on the other hand, the archduke Charles,

indignant, perhaps, at the part he had been obliged to

ad in the laft, and difpleafed with fome circumftances

in the plan of the prefent, campaign, renounced the

command, which was conferred on field-marfhal

Kray. As the principal efforts were intended to be

made on the fide of Italy, this army was not well

provided or appointed ;
and this negleft combined

with the retreat of the illuftrious commander in

chief and the project of a defenfive campaign to

difpirit anc} enfeeble the troops.

In purfuance of the concerted fs ftem of

operations, Melas quitted Milan, to befiege

Genoa ; haying previoufly stddrefled to his troops a

proclamation, reminding them of the glory they had

acquired laft year, and the neceflity of maintaining it

by new exploits. He attacked the Bochetta in

perfon,
while field-marmal the baron d'Elnitz aflailed

the.
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CH A p. the
heights

of Vado, and another column of the army

,

X^ I '

V
reached Savona by the road of Acqui and Saffello.

isoo. Thefe combined efforts drove MafTena into Genoa,

while a Britifh fquadron cruifed off the coaft, and

the Auftrian general made great exertions to gain

the fui rounding heights.

A party in Genoa adverfe to the French intereft

facilitated the exhibition and difperfion of a pro-

clamation from general Melas, affuring the inha-

bitants that his intentions were not to fubdue or

fubjugate, but deliver them from a yoke which had

reduced them to a condition truly deplorable. He

promifed to refpecl property and defend the true

religion, to eflablim a provifional government, make

their harbour a free port, and protect their com-

merce. Thefe offers were rendered more tempting

by the blockade of the port -by lord Keith, and the

general wane, of provisions, which obliged Maffena to

have re-courle to great feverities to limit the con-

fumption.

The Auftrians took poffeffion of the heights
7thto23d. r __

,
_

'

,

of Montenotte and San Giacomo ; made,

themfelves mailers of Finale, Vado,.and Savona
;
and

drove general Suchet, after many fevere conflicts, in

which every pofhion was defended with the utmoft

obflinacy, into jthe county of Nice. In thefe en-

counters the French loft, according to their own

accounts, ten thoufand men : they captured many

Auftrians, but? were obliged to fet them at liberty on

parole3
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parole, for want of provifions. The befiegers gained CHAP.

pofleffion of the fuburb of San Pietro d'Ancona, and.
y

X
'*

made an unfuccefsful attempt to furprife the gate
180 -

called la Lanterne. Befet with internal as well as

external foes, and determined to defend his poft

t.o the laft extremity, Maflena took meafures for

organifmg the Cifalpine refugees within the walls,

invited the citizens to depofit their private {lock of

provifions in the public flores, and by proclamations

<jxhorted his followers to refift the efforts of male-

volence and maintain good difcipline, and animated

i:he inhabitants to endure with firmnefs the rigours

of a fiege, affirming the promifes of Auftria to be

infidious and her views treacherous, and reminding

them of the glorious defence made by thernfelves

unaided in the year 1746. Thefe efforts produced

excellent effe&s. Flour was almofl entirely wanting,

the inhabitants being reduced on the tenth day of

the fiege to four ounces of bread each as a daily

dlowance
;
but the flaughter of horfes fupplied the

ihambles, and wine and brandy were in great

t.bundance.

Lord Keith having landed at , Voltri the heavy

j.rtillery neceflary for the fiege, and the Auflrians

being maflers of Savona and of all the furrounding

heights, the operations were fecure from interruption ;

and Melas, fearing that the lofs of much time on this

objecl would fruflrate the general plan of the cam-

paign, changed the fiege into a blockade, relying on

the
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CHAP, the eiFeds of famine rather than the operations of
XXXI
_ ^ ^j force or ikill. Leaving therefore generals Ott and

180 . Hohenzollern with fifty battalions before

the city, he marched with the remainder of

his force towards San Giacomo, to join general Elnitz

and attack the French under Suchet and Rochambeau,

who defended Oneglia, San Remo, and the county

of Nice. The Auftrian army, divided into two parts,

purfued both the roads to France ; that by the.

Col di Tende being feebly guarded by the French,

and that by the Corniche being protected by the

Britiih fquadron, whofe light vefiels failed clofe to the

more. The left of the army, ifluing out by
5th May. .,. .- . . .r * ,

Montferrat, in the marquifate of Finale, and

palling the Cento, took poifeffion of Albenga. The

right of the French immediately retreated to Marina

di Diano, and learning that the right of the Auftrians

had reached the Col di Tende, which could

not long hold out, they made a precipitate

retreat by Porto Mauricio, San Laurenzo, San Remo,

Bordiqherra, Ventimiglia, Monaco, Villa Franca, and

Nice : even the laft city was evacuated in the night,

on the approach of Melas
; but the French left

garrifons in the cafile and in that of Montalbano, and

withdrew all their troops to the other fide of the Var,

The campaign in Germany commenced under cir-

cumftances lefs aufpicious to the Imperial arms. The

forces in this quarter were confiderably weakened by
detachments fent into Italy, and the poiition extended

from,

/th to llth.



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 68*

from the Mein to the Adda. The right, under ge- CHAP.
XXXI

neral Sztaray, was cantoned from Frankfort to Baden

on the Murg ; comprifing the divifions of general

Szenterefkey, in the neighbourhood of Frankfort, of

prince Hohenlohe between Manheim and Heidelberg,

and of baron Klinglin, near Raftadt. The centre,

under general Kray, extended from Murg to the lake

of Conftance ; and included the divifion of general

JCenmager, occupying the environs of Offemburg ;

general Giulai, in the Brifgau and Friburg ;
and that

of prince Ferdinand of Auftria, which defended the

jhores of the Rhine and of the lake of Conftance,

from Schaffhaufen to Lindau. A corps de referve^

compofed of battalions of grenadiers, was ported near

Villengen. The left wing, placed from the lake of Con-

ttance to the Italian bailiwicks of Switzerland, along

the Rhetian mountains, was compofed of the corps

of the prince de Rufs in the Grifons, general Hulier

in the Voralberg, and general Dedovich near Mount

St. Gothard and the Italian bailiwicks. This army,

which in the whole amounted fcarcely to fifty thoufand

jnen, was evidently too weak to protect the vaft

extent of country over which it was cantoned
; and

the abfence of the Ruffians from the lake of Conftance

was a circumftance peculiarly unpropitious.

The French army was alfo divided into three corps,

and amounted to a hundred thoufand men, under the

command of Moreau. The left, led by St. Suzanne,

tvho had under his orders the divifions of Colaud,
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CHAP. Legrand, and Souhain, occupied the left bank of

J^ ^ the Rhine, from the confluence of the Mofelle to

j&oo. Strafbourg. The centre, extending from that city to

the left bank of the Saar, was compofed of divifions

led by generals St. Cyr, Delmas, Leclerc and Riche*

panfe, Ney, and Baragnay d'Hilljers. Lecourbe

^commanded the right wing, Rationed in the mountains

pf Switzerland.

General Kray, informed of the movements made

by the French to crofs the Rhine and penetrate into

the Brifgau, had afiembled about thirty thoufand

infantry and ten thoufand cavalry in the neighbour-

hood of Rafladt and Offenburg ;
ordered general

Sztaray to draw near Philipfburg, in order to fupport

it if attacked ; and preferved an impofing force in the

important poft of Donauefkingen, whence he could

eafily, according to circumitances, proceed to the

duchy of Wirtemburg, the borders, of the lake of

Conflance, and the frontiers of the Tyrol. Thefe

forces were far inferior to thofe oppofed to them by
Moreau ;

but Kray could not imagine that Lecourbe

woulcl dare to quit' Switzerland, to approach Upper

Spabia j
and the court of Vienna relying on the fuc-

cefs of the expedition under Melas, confidered that
?

even if the French mould .gain fome ground irj

Suabia, it would have the good effect of difabling

them from fending reinforcements t Provence.

The chief object of the French was to pafs the

Rhine, and, gaining, the rear of the Black Forefl, to, ,

unite ,
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unite at Schaffhaufen and Smettingen. To 25th April

execute this projeft, St. Suzanne croffed to 2d Ma>r;

die river at Kehl, and St. Cyr at New Brifac : the I8oo.

latter without oppofition took poffeffion of Friburg ;

r.he former, after a fmart contefl *, placed his right at

Vilfteft, Gieffen, and Tant, and his left at Roderverer,

Valaffen, and Appenvir. A divifion under general

Richepanfe, palling the river by the bridge of Bafle,

reached the mountains of Huhlingen, and gained

:he defiles of Kander. The four following days

were fperit in manoeuvring and gaining more central

pofitions ; the Auflrians not being able, from inferiority

of numbers, to make refiftance at all points ; and

while the divifions who had already croffed were thus

smployed, Lecourbe paffed the river between Schaff-

haufen and Stein, and the whole army was, at length,

united at Wutach. The Imperial troops, compelled

to retreat, took an excellent pofition on the heights of

Pfullendorff ;
their right fupported by the Danube

near Sigmaringen , their centre at Mceikirch, and their

left under the walls of Stockach.

In this pofition the Imperialifts were at- sa May
tacked by the French,, and, after a battle to31it -

which lafted three days, compelled by fuperiority of ,

numbers to retire unbroken. Their right paffed

the Danube at Sigmaringen, their centre and left

* In this engagement Dubois de Crance, a furious jacobin,

formerly one of the moufquetaires, was killed,

united
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CHAP, united at firft on the fhore of the Federfee, but foott
"W V" T

__J abandoning thefe pods, the whole army retreated to

leoo. the right of the Iller under the cannon of Ulm, and

on the right and left of the Danube. In confequence

of the battle of Moefkirch, the French became matters

of the whole circle of Suabia. The duke of Wirtem-

burg abandoned his refidence at Stutgard, which was

garrifoned by St. Suzanne ; Philipfburg was again

blockaded ; Moreau feized all the magazines on the

banks of the Danube, as far as Ulm> on the Necker,

and on the lake of Conftance. Lecourbe placed a

body of troops in the city and defiles of Bregenz.

The advanced bodies of the army entered Augfburg,

Kempten, and Memingen, and made incurfions be-

yond the Lech into the heart of Bavaria, plundering

and levying contributions in every direction. * General

Kray had no longer any communication with the

Auftrian corps ftationed in the Tyrol and the Italian

bailiwicks of Switzerland, but by making long circuits

through the villages of the Tyrol, towards the fources

of the Lech and the Inn. Yet the Imperial cabinet

appeared to view thefe events as obje&s of minor

* Befides grain, provifious, and clothing, the French levied in

tnoney from the landgrave of Fur ftenburg 00,000 florins j
from

the town of Unberlingen, 30,000 ; Memmingen, 60,000 ; Biberach,

45,000 j Buchoru, 30,000 ; Ravenfberg, 30,000 j PfullendorfT,

20,000 j Salmanfweil, 100,000 ; St. Blaifc, 200.0100 j the abbey

of Buchau, 50,000 ; Althorfen, 50,000 ; Schuffenreid, 25,000 ;

abbey of Weiflenau, 25,0.00 >
and Wapgen, 50,000.

importance*
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importance, compared with the expe&ed refults of the CH A v.

invafion of Provence. v_J^

Among the earlieil meaiures of the new govern- isoo.

ment of France for impeding the projects of the

campaign was a decree for forming an army of re*

jerve of fixty thouiand men to be afiembled at Dijon >

;nd under the immediate command of the ftrft confuh

All foldiers who had obtained their ditcharges, all

who were even fuperannuated, if in a condition to

make a campaign, and all the youth of the requi*

lition and confcription, were to be fummoned, in the

name of honour, to join this ftandard before the

;th of April, and on the tenth of that month a public

report was to be made in honour of thofe departments

^hich had furnilhed the greatefl proportion of

volunteers. This decree was reinforced by a pro-

clamation from Buonaparte, fufficiently abulive of

England, and full of profeffions of love of peace, but

not diftinguimed by any trait of fuperior eloquence or

political fagacity. Such a refource could not be re-

garded by Auftria or Great Britain as a powerful

engine for deciding the events of the campaign. The

mode of forming the army, the late period when it

vas required to aflemble, the improbability that the

hief of the republic would quit the capital to com-

nand an army fo formed, all confpired to make it a

ubjet rather of ridicule than apprehenfion ; and the

>ench government rather fan&ioned than difcouraged

iiefe errors, while every exertion was made to aflemble

and
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C H A P. and equip this body, which was, in fat, their prin-

^ /_ .cipal reliance. The fubjugation of the. weftern de-

isoo. partments enabled a great portion of general Brune's

forces to join the army of referve, and, under pretence

that the city of Dijon could not afford them accom-

modation, great numbers were fent to the lake of

Geneva ; by which means the courfe of report and

converfation v/as impeded, and the people of France,

. no more than the Auflrians, duly appreciated the

importance of this body.

Another circumftance which contributed to the

delufion was the apparent violation of the original

decree, by appointing Berthier to the command. It

was found necefiary, either from want of ability in

Berthier or as a conceflion to the popular opinion of

the unrivalled talents of Carnot, to appoint the latter

minifter of war
;
and many confidered the com-

mand of the army of referve as an honorary but

inefficient employ, given only to prevent difcontent.

Carnot, who had boafted in his book that he was the

firft who procured for Buonaparte a command, and

who had complained that that general in his progrefs

thrdugh Geneva in 1798 had arrefted a banker

named Bontems, on fufpicion of his being friendly to

him, then a fugitive in confequence of the 18 Frudli-

dor *
;
Carnot believing himfelf a benefactor ' and

knowing himfelf injured, had yet a fufficient love of

* See Carnot's Aiifwer to Bailltul, pp. 30,141, Englifh tranf-

lation.

power,
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power, defire of making a confpicuous appearance, CHAP.

vanity or credulity, to rely on Buonaparte's gratitude < 'j

or magnanimity for advancement and protection.

Carnot therefore readily affumed the office, but, when

he had performed the required fervice, was thrown

back into obfcurity, as a tool no longer ufeful.

While the hopes and fears of Europe were balanced

between the attempts of Melas and the exploits of

Moreau, and while the events of the campaign were

fuppofed in a great degree to depend on the fiege of

Genoa, the army of referve was fecretly fupplied with

all neceflaries. Under the command of Berthier it

had quitted Geneva, and, following the fhores of

the lake, traverfed the Pays de Vaud
;
when gth to

Buonaparte, fuddenly leaving Paris and * 3th May.

travelling with great fpeed, joined it near Laufanne,

and, having reviewed and encouraged the troops,

aflumed the chief command, according to his original

engagement.
He purfued his route into Italy along the 14th to

lake of Geneva, and afterwards by the ~oth -

borders of the Rhone, through Villeneuve, IVugle,

and Bex, to the confluence of the Rhone and Durance

near Martinach. So far the roads had been practi-

cable , but, in order to enter the valley of Aofta, it was

neceffary to traverfe, for more than twenty Italian

miles, the mountain called the Great St. Bernard,

fituated between thofe of Simplon and Mont Bianc.

From Martinach to St. Peters, the road, though

VOL. ii. Y Y extremely
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CHAP, extremely bad. was not abfolutely untrodden ;
human

"WVT
__

u

-J_j abodes, vegetation and pafturage, were found: but

J800. after pafling this place, nature, entirely flill, prefented

no object to the eye but fnow and naked rocks. From

St. Peter's it is three leagues to the fummit of the

St. Bernard, by a road which cannot be palled by two

men a-breaft.

At the top of this mountain is the monaftery, from

the founder of which it derives its name. The

tenants, celebrated above all eulogy for their bene-

volence in feeking out, refcuing, or reiloring, travellers

who have ftrayed, are benumbed, or even buried in

the mow, were on this occafion made auxiliaries to

Buonaparte, who had not now to learn how much

any circumftance producing an appearance of dra-

matic effect would animate his own followers and

impofe on the reft of mankind. The progrefs of the

Soldiery had been hitherto truly fingular. For tranf-

porting the artillery, general Marmont and brigadier

general Gaflendi contrived two ingenious devices : the

firft was, to hollow out trunks of trees like canoes, in

which were depofited the artillery and mortars ;
then

a hundred .men harneffing themfelves to a cable

dragged the piece along, while others,, furnifhed with

hand-fpikes to prevent its falling over the precipices,

"directed its courfe. The other fcheme was the ufe

of fledges on cafters ; the gun-carriages being taken

to pieces were tranfported feparately, except the

carriages of four-pounders, which were laid on a kind
' of
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litters and conveyed entire. The caiffons were CHAP.

emptied, and the ammunition flowed in chefts borne

by men or 'by mules. Every thing in the expedition
hitherto favoured of romance : the folitude of the

region ; the concurrence of individual efforts to the

general advantage, which made every man a hero

the fmgularity of the route, and the importance
of its refults ; all aided the predifpofition to lofty

contemplations which the mofl judicious travellers

have obferved to prevail in mountainous countries*

While the troops were thus animated^ and their

imaginations exalted, Buonaparte had contrived that

even the ordinary folace of refection mould har*

monife with the general fublimity of the fcene

and fentiment. By his Borders, and with money

fupplied by him> the monks of St. Bernard had

prepared a feaft for the whole army ;
and when

the panting foldiers reached the heights of the

monaftic abode, tables fpread, as if by Enchantment,

on the mow, and well furnifhed with bread, meat,

and wine, were fuddenly defcried ; and the holy

fathers, with bending grace, folicited the army to

partake of their humble fare.

In the defcent from St. Bernard to Verney, the

firft village in Piedmont, fatigue was diminifhed, but

peril augmented. For a league, a road is formed on *

rugged mountain ;
the horfernan is there obliged to

lead or follow his bead,, as he cannot walk a-breafl

without danger of falling into an abyfs. On one

Y Y 2 fide
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CHAP, fide the road is bounded with frightful precipices ; on
VV Vr

<
y

j the other, mountains of fnow, fufpended over the head

iboo. of the paflenger, threaten to defcend in thundering

avalanches and bury him and every oppofmg objeft in

their irrefiftible courfe. In defcending, fome foldiers

imagined the fcheme of Hiding over the polifhed fnow

to abridge their toil : the general himfelf, it is faid,

fet the example; and many who followed it reached

in a few minutes a fmall plain at the bottom, at which

they could not have arrived by the path in lefs time

"_ than feveral hours. The whole journey was per-

formed without other lofs than a piece of artillery

and three men carried away by an avalanche, and

four or five horfes who fell down the precipices. As

they defcended the air became more mild, and grafs

and flowers again relieved their eyes ; and in half an

hour afterwards the Jieat became fuffocaung ;
fo that

in one day the army experienced three feafons, winter,

fpring, and fummer.

The advanced guard, under general Lafnes,

having reached the valley of Aofta, took the

road to Turin by Dora Baltea. In their way lay the

caille of Bard, which protects the entrance into

Piedmont and is defended by an excellent citadel,

and might have arrefled the progrefs of the army ;
but

, their diligence and fagacity in planting, after three

hours' labour, a battery on a point in the rocks which

commanded the/ort, compelled it to furrender.

When they were maflers of this caflle, the French

had
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had before them two roads by which they might CHAP.
XXXI

march to the relief of Genoa: the one by ChivalTo, e^^^.
Turin, Afti, and Alexandria; the other by Vercelli,

180 -

Navarre, Milan, Lodi, and Placenza, The firft was

rather the fhorteft, but in preferring the other

Buonaparte avoided the neceflity of paffing under the

cannon of Turin and Alexandria, which he had

neither time nor force to befiege, and gained the ad-

vantage of feizing the principal magazines and (lores

formed by the Auftrians on the Teflino, the Adda,

and the
Oglio. After a feint, which deceived

the Imperialifls intrenched near Romano,

Buonaparte took Vercelli
;

after which ChivaiTo,

Maffcrano, Biella di Trino, Varallo, Borgo di Seflia,

and all the towns in Upper Piedmont from Feneftrelles

to the confluence of the Seflia and the Po, opened
their gates. Moreau was enabled, in confequence of

his fuccefs in Germany, to detach twenty-five thou-

fand men under general Moncey, which entered Italy

by the Simplon and the St. Gothard.

In a few days the whole French army under

the command of the firft conful was united

on the Teflino
;
on the other fide of which the Au-

flrians under general Laudohn were entrenched, and

had removed the bridges and carried over the boats.

Several ingenious manoeuvres and a bold exploit of a

French demi-brigade enabled them, however, to feize

feme of thefe vefiels, and by means of a flying bridge

which
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CHAP, which they afterwards eftablimed, the whole
VYVT 2d June.

_ j army crofled the Teffino : Buonaparte entered

isoo. Milan, and inverted the caftle ;
an Italian general

named Lechi gained porTeffion of all the territories

of the Cifalpine republic between the Seffia and the

Serio, except the fort ofArona ; and Lafnes took pof-

feflion of Pavia, which was haftily evacuated by the

troops of the emperor.

Thus, in a fortnight after his defcent from the

Alps, Buonaparte was placed in the midft of his

former conquefls, having taken the Auflrian maga-

zines and the garrifons left by Melas, and his central

pofition intercepted the communication of that general

with the Tyrol. Yet he was with his whole army

perfectly ifolated, and it appeared certain that afingle

reverfe muft expofe him to inevitable deftru&ion.

On his entry into Milan, Buonaparte made hafte to

re-eftablifti the Cifalpine republic ;
releafed the traitors

who had been confined fmce the abolition of the re-

publican fyftem ;
the magiftrates formerly appointed

by him, having come to Paris for the purpofe, were

reinflaced in their offices ; the national guard was re*

organifed, and armed from the magazines of

the Auflrians j
and the firft conful iffued three

proclamations, fuited to his prefent purpofes and

calculated to promote his future views. The firft

eftablifhed in Milan a French minifter plenipotentiary,

charged with all the relations of that government with

the
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4th June.

the Cifalpine republic, empowered to collect all con- CHAP.

tributions and feize all property of the powers at
'

xvar with France, and to convoke the confulta, efla-

blifhed for the purpofe of preparing a conftitution.

The fecond decreed the formation of this confulta, to

be compofed of fifty members, under the preildency

and direction of the French minifter. And by the

third a provisional government of nine perfons was

created, but forbidden to exercife judicial or legiflative

powers, and commanded to correfpond with the

French plenipotentiary. The provifional go-

vernment inftantly exhibited their devotion

to Buonaparte by proclaiming the re-organifation of

their government as free and independent, and ifluing

orders for putting the French fyftem in force and

aboliming that of the Auftrjans.

During thefe tranfactions, a detachment

under Murat and Lafnes, proceeding rapidly

along the left bank of the Po, feized Placenza, and,

.having repaired the bridge of boats, prepared to

march for the relief of Genoa by afcending the left

bank of the Trebbia. This project was, however,

rendered abortive. In profecuting his expedition

into Provence, Melas was inattentive to the voice of

prudence and the dictates of military {kill. He
found no fupport from the people ; and, ^d May

although he penetrated as far as the bridge
to,3dJune.

of Var, he was foon compelled to retreat and evacuate

Nice and the Ligurian mountains, to concentrate his

forces

4th.



696 v HISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAP, forces on the Tanaro and the Bormida. General
xr VCV ]

v^_jSuchet, after poffefTmg himfelf of all the pofts eva-

1800. cuated by Melas, intended marching for the relief of

Genoa by the Corniche, but was prevented by the

furrender of the city. The firict maintenance of the

blockade by the Auftrian army and the Britifh fleet

foon reduced the garrifon and inhabitants, amounting

to a hundred thoufand fouls, to the moil deplorable

(late of want, when Maflena was obliged to yield to

the folicitations of the people, and accepted

favourable terms of capitulation ;
terms which

it is fuppofed would not have been granted, but the

befieging army had received orders to quit their

pofitions and combine with Melas in refitting Buona-

parte.

When the French general was apprifed of the lofs

of Genoa, he perceived that it would be improper for

him to remove to a confiderable diflance from the

Po, as the Auftrians had ftill eighty thoufand men in

the Ligurian mountains, although it was not eafy for

them to combine this whole force in one body. Half

the army, under general Ott, was in the vicinity of

Genoa ; the other half in the county of Tende, near

the fource of the Tanaro : the great object of the Au-

ftrian commander was therefore to unite thefe two

bodies, and that of the firft conful was to attack and

defeat them feparately. To effect this purpofe,

Buonaparte marched rapidly towards the Bormida,

crofling the Tidone, the Verfa, the Vera, the Corpa,

the
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the Stafara, the Curona, the Scrivia, and finally the CHAP.
XXX f

Bormida, feeking a pofition where he would be forti- c__^_J/
fied between the Tanaro and the mountains, and able 180 -

to attack at pleafure the divifion coming from Genoa

by Gavi cr Novi, or that coming from Nice by
Ormea or Afli. To fruftrate this project, general

Ott united his army by forced marches between the

Bormida and the Scrivia, prefling forward and en-

deavouring to impede the progrefs of the French.

Frequent fkirfnimes were occafioned by this mode of

proceeding, the moil confiderable of which
Otfl*

took place between Broni and Voghera ; and

although the republicans gained fome advantage,

they could not prevent the junction of Ott and Melas,

which was no fooner effected than preparations were

made for a pitched battle.

At day-break, the Auflrians pafled the

Bormida by two bridges, formed in three

columns, and marched to encounter the advanced

guard of the French, who were alfo divided in three ;

the left and centre being commanded by Victor, the

right by Lames, and fupporred by the cavalry under

Murat. The right wing of the Auflrians afcended

the Bormida, the centre was placed on the great road

towards the village 'of Marengo, from which the

battle took its name
;
and the left extended towards

Caftel Cenolo. After an obilinate conteft, which

lafted fix hours, the Auftrians had gained poffeflion

of Marengo, and compelled general Victor to retreat;

and
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CHAP, and his movement compelled Lames to adopt the
r \^"\r T

_ ^jfame meafure. The vi&ory appeared complete; the

1800. republicans, defeated in all directions, retired to the

plain of San Guilio, where Defaix was Rationed with

a fmall corps de referee. With this body he made a

fudden and defperate charge on the purfuing army,

who were already uttering fhputs of victory : the re-

publicans turned to fecond this gallant effort
;

the

Auftrians were broken, a divifion of fix thoufand

furrounded and made prifoners, and, after a clofe

engagement of thirteen hours, victory remained with

the republicans. Their account of killed and wounded

made the lofs of the Auftrians amount to eight

thoufand, and feven thoufand prifoners ;
while their

own did not exceed five thoufand ilain and wounded,

and very few captured : but in this ftatement there is

probably, as ufual, fome exaggeration. The honour

and advantages of the victory remained with Buona-

parte, who had been defeated, and in a diforderly ftate

of retreat ; while, fuch is the caprice of fortune,

Defaix, to whom the fuccefs of the day was folely

due, was killed on the field : he was generally

efteemed and beloved in the French army, and the

peculiar circumflances attending his death procured

for him general and undilfembled expreflions of

homage and regret.

In the battle of Marpngo it was obvious that Buona-

parte had fame, rank, and even life, at flake : but on

the part of the Auftrians it appeared only an ordinary

encounter
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encounter; if fuccefsful, they annihilated the hopes CHAP.
XXXI

of the French in Italy; if defeated, with far greater / ^ %

lofs than the French afcribed to them, they had ftill 18UO-

abundant means of retreat, and a great feries of

exertions would have been requifite to reduce the

numerous fortified places ftill in their hands. The

temporary lofs of victory had not difpirited the Im-

perial troops ; they were ftill equal to their opponents

in numbers, ftill ready to renew the encounter, and

for the moft part unwilling to allow that the incident

which clofed the day entitled their opponents to

claim the honours of victory. Melas, however,

feems to have been awed by the influence of circum-

fiances, his judgment dazzled by the fuppofed afcend-

ancy of Buonaparte, or his faculties enfeebled by the

temporary failure of his hopes. The great and expe-

rienced general vanifhed from view
;
and nothing re-

mained but an abject and difpirited individual, ready

to yield to every terror and to purchafe relaxation by

every conceflion. He feared that he could not find

fubfiitence for his foldiers, that his communication

with Alexandria would be intercepted, that he could

afford no fupport to the emperor's dominions in

Venice, and that on the flighted check he muft lay

down his arms. Influenced by this panic, for no

fufficienc authority exifts to accufe him of evil
Itfth.

intentions, he concluded, two days after the

battle of Marengo, a convention with Buonaparte, by
which he furrendered to him the fortrefles of Genoa,

Savona,
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CHAP. Savona, Coni, ,.Ceva, Turin, Tortona, Alexandria,

t-l^-l) Milan, Pizzighitone, Arona, Urbino, all Liguria,
isoo.

Piedmont, and the Cifalpine, except the towns of

Pefchiera, Mantua, Borgo-Forte,Ferrara, and Ancona,

on condition that the Auftrian army might be per-

mitted to crofs the French cantonments and retire

behind the line of the Mincio, and that a truce fhould

- be eftablifhed, andnot broken without ten days' notice.

The general afpect of affairs did .not allow the cabinet

of Vienna to refufe the ratification of this inglorious

and injudicious compact, and in a few days

Genoa was reflored by prince Hohenzollern

to general Suchet.

.The fuccefs of Buonaparte and the armiilice in

Italy having fruftrated the principal hopes of the

cabinet of Vienna, it remained only for the republicans

to complete their attempts fo aufpicioufly commenced

on the Danube, in order to crown all their expecta-

tions, and return to Paris claiming the honours of

having wrefted peace from the hands of victory.

Moreau and Buonaparte had been correctly informed

of the proceedings of each other, and, till the great

blow was flruck in Italy, hoflilities were fomewhat

relaxed in Germany. In order to keep Kray at a

diflance from Ulm, Lecourbe had proceeded towards

the Lech, made himfelf matter of Augfburg, and

threatened Munich ;
but this attempt was not crowned

with fuccefs, as Kray ftill remained in his camp
under the walls of Ulm. This city, being built on

the
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the left bank of the Danube, over which there Is a CH\P.
XXXI

bridge, is famous for the excellency of its fnrtifira-i ^ ^
tions and the extent of its trade

;
and it afforded the isoa

Imperialifls the advantage of a&ing at pleafure on

cither fide of the river. When Moreau was
<~ i r i r i i i r

appnfed or the event or the battle or

Marengo, he prepared to pafs the Danube between

Ulm and Donauwert ;
and achieved the exploit, after

an obftinate refinance from general Sztaray, who,

being advantageoufly polled on the celebrated plaia,

of Hochilet or Blenheim, difputed his ground with

vigour ^
and ability, though without fuccefs. The

French were highly elated with this victory, which,

by compelling Kray to retreat and leave Ulm to its

own flrength, gained them poiTefJion of part of the

circle of Franconia, and that of the Lower Rhine

from Suabia to the line of neutrality of the north of

Germany protected by the king of Pruflia. In their

exulting narratives of this battle, they boafted that it

would efface the memory of that which was won on

the fame fpot by the duke of Marlborough ; but

pofterity will not probably confirm the prediction.

In a few days another engagement took place in

the neighbourhood of Neubourg, which alfo ter-

minated advantageoufly to the French, and was

rendered remarkable by the death of the celebrated

Latour d'Auvergne Corret. This extraordinary

man derived his defcent from the celebrated marfhal

Turenne, and had acquired a reputation as well in

literature
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CHAP, literature as in arms. After his exploits in the

i^ r5l) Weftern Pyrenees which have been already mentioned,

isoo. he embarked for Britanny, but was captured, and for

fome time a prifoner in England. Being exchanged,

his years and the fatigue refulting from his long and

peculiarly laborious fervices, were confidered fuffi-

cient to entitle him to the benefits of retreat and repofe,

and he was living in modeft eafe at Paris, when

he learnt that a friend at the age of fourfcore was

deprived of his only fon by the law of confcription.

The generous veteran offered himfelf as a fubftitute,

and, obtaining permiflion to ferve as a volunteer,

enjoyed the gratification of liberating the fon of his

friend. The firft conful, as a reward for his pad

fervices, made out a brevet flyling him firft grenadier

of the army ;
but Latour found no honour in fuch a

diftinclion, which he faid was not applicable to any

French foldier, particularly in a corps where there

ought to be neither firft nor laft. He expired like

Turenne, his great grandfather, in the arms of victory;

and his memory was honoured by the elevation of a

monument on the very fpot where he felL

The Auftrians were compelled after this engage--

ment to retreat beyond the Ifer, and afterwards

behind the Inn
;

while the republican's, occupying

aimoft all Bavaria, eftablifhed their head-
5th July. _ . -

quarters at Munich. Ihe Imperiahfts de-

fended the hereditary ftates, from the banks of the

Mein and the Rednitz to thofe of the Danube ;
and

following
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foliowing the courfe of the Inn, from the mouth CHAP.

of that river to the mountains which feparate the

Tyrol from the Grifons, they abandoned the lower

country, to concentrate themfelves between the Inn^

the Tyrol, and thofe ftates of Italy which remained to

them after the convention of Marengo. The French

troops formed an uninterrupted line from the mores

of the Rhine, near Frankfort, to thofe of the Medi-

terranean, in the neighbourhood of Lucca. In

this pofition the provilional armiflice efla-

blifhed in Italy was extended to Germany, and it

was agreed that the French fhould not pafs beyond
Ifer ; the Imperialifls fhould retire to the right of the

Inn, from the fource of that river to PafTaw
;
and the

country fituated between the Inn and Ifer and the

Danube was declared neuter during the term of the

armiflice.

Buonaparte, having confided the command of the

army of Italy to Maifena, was already returned to

Paris, accompanied by Berthier and a few other

generals. In pafling through Lyons, he laid the firft

flone of new buildings intended to replace thofe which

had been deflroyed during the reign of terror.

He arrived in the .capital in lefs than two

months after quitting it, on this brilliant, fortunate^

and truly important, expedition.

During the fufpenfion of arms, the French loft na

time in effecting fuch changes in the neighbouring

governments as would render the renewal of hoftilities

precarious-
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CHAP, precarious and difadvantageous to the emperor, and

i^ __J facilitate thofe projects which the republic was deter-

iboo. mined to complete, whether in war or peace. The

re-eft ablifhrnent of the Cifalpine republic, nominally

independent, though in fact under the immediate

control of French miflionaries, rendered it certain that

France would never voluntarily forego her hold on.

Italy j a fimilar fyflem was introduced in Piedmont ;

and the Ligurian republic, immediately after the re-

volution effected at St.' Cloud, had changed its di-

rectorial for a confular government. Swit-

zerland, overawed by French interference,

was doomed to fee all pretence of freedom and all

affectation of regard for public liberty expire, in con-

fequence of the forcible and unconftitutional nomina-

tion offeven members of the fenate to form a provi-

lional executive council, who ufurped all the autho-

rities of the country.

Great Britain was again the only formidable enemy

acting againft France; and her exertions, fupported by
valour and public fpirit, were felt in all parts of the

globe where France yet poffelfed or wifhed to acquire

an afcendancy. While the armies of the emperor

kept the field, the Britifh fleet created continual alarms

on the coafl, and by frequent defcents obliged the

republicans to employ a number of troops on thofe.

points, inflead of fending them to augment the force

of the great armies. After attacking the peninfula

of Quiberon, the Englifh troops took poffeffion of two

little



HISTORY OF FRANCE.

little ifles between Belleifle and the mouth of the CHAP.
XXXI

Vilaine, called Houat and Hedic; whence they fre-i ^ 'j

quently alarmed the neighbouring coaft, but could 180 -

not, for want of adequate force, make any cpn-

fiderable impreflion. The fleet was fuccefsful in

every quarter; the commerce of France and her

allies was generally intercepted, and the remains of

their navy ftriclly blocked up in the various ports,

while the coafts were infulted by brave at-

tempts. Among the mod confpicuous were

thofe of fir John Borlafe Warren in the Quimper

river, and captain Campbell in the roads of

Dunkirk. A military expedition under fir

James Pulteney was not equally profperous ; being

repulfed at Ferrol, and making anunfuccefs-
Aug. and

ful attempt on the town and harbour of o<a'

Cadiz : but the Britifh forces captured the
April

ifland of Goree, and the Spanifh fettlement of and oa -

Cur&coa; and, after a long blockade, made themfelves

matters by force f that pofleflion which

France had acquired by treachery, the ifland

of Malta.

The French meliorated their iltuation by con-

cluding treaties of peace with the Barbaric

ftates of Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis, and by

arranging in an amicable manner their difputes with

the United States of America. The truce

with the Auflrians having expired, a new one

was entered into for forty-five days, in Germany, and

VOL. 11. zz .afterwards
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CHAP, afterwards extended to Italy; but the emperor pur-
" *

1> chafed this conceffion by refigning into the hands of

the republicans the important fortrefTes of Philipfburg,

Ulm, and Ingolftadt.

Before the latter armiftice was concluded, preli-

minary terms of pacification between Auflria and

France had been in part fettled ;
but the emperor, con-

curring in the reprefentations made by the Britifh

cabinet, refufed to ratify them, unlefs Great Britain

was permitted to fend a plenipotentiary to Luneville,

the place fixed on for the general congrefs to arrange

the definitive treaty. This proposition introduced a

correfpondence between lord Grenville, the Britifh

24thAug. fecretary of flate, and Otto, the French agent

to9thO6t. for prifoners, refident in London, in the

courfe of which a propofal was made by the French

government for what was termed a naval armiftice.

The fubftance of the project delivered on this fubjeft

was, that the fhips and merchant veffels of each

nation mould enjoy a free navigation without fearch ;

that Malta (the furrender of which was not at that

time known), Alexandria, and Belleifle, fhould be

open to all French and neutral veffels which might
enter to fupply them with provifions ;

the fquadrons

blockading Breft, Cadiz, Toulon, and Flufhing, to

retire ; officers to be difpatched to the Mediterranean

announcing the armiftice, and Spain and Holland to

be included in its regulations. It was impoflible that

the Britifh miniftry fhould comply with this extrava-

gant
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it propofal in all its extent
;
but as the emperor had CH A p,

not yet been driven to make his laft important facri-L^ . . 'i

fices for a renewed armiftice, they endeavoured to 18 *

frame in the courfe of negotiation a more moderate

fcheme of naval forbearance. This was, however,

ftedfaftly refitted by France, and the treaty terminated

without producing the flighted alteration in the dif-

pofition of the parties. France offered to accept

from Great Britain propofals for a feparate peace ;

but the miniftry with honourable inflexibility declared

the invariable determination of the king to execute

with punctuality and good faith his engagements with

his allies, and decline entering into any rneafures

tending to feparate his interefts from thofe powers
who mould continue to make common caufe with him

in the courfe of the war.

A congrefs to treat of peace was eftablifhed at

Luneville; but although the emperor ftill exprefled a

defire not to negotiate except in conjunction with

Great Britain, the French, convinced of his weaknefs

by the high price he paid for the renewed truce, and

affecting to apprehend fome hoftile defign in confe*

quence of a journey made by the queen of Naples to

Vienna, and offome military preparations in England,

prepared to recommence the conteft at the firft

favourable moment. Brune, who had been lately

promoted to the command of the army of Italy, altered

the weflern limits of the Cifalpine republic by feizing

Lamellino and the Novarefe which had been ceded to

z z a the
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CHAP, the king of Sardinia in 1707, and the SeJIia formed
XXXI.

tke barr{er between this republic and Pied-
1 v> 14th Oa. r r r n.-

J800. mont. On pretence or fome infurrechon&

of the inhabitants of Arezzo and the neighbouring

mountains, general Brune ordered Dupont to occupy

Tufcany ;
the fuppofed infurgents were defeated with-

out difficulty in the Appenines ; the French took pof"

feflion of Prato, Pefcia, Piftoia, and Leghorn ^

and Arezzo, the birth-place of Porfenna,

Petrarch, and Aretino, was taken by aflault, the inha-

bitants maffacred, and the fortifications and walls re-

duced to a heap of ruins.

Notwithflanding all their acquired advantages, the

French did not yet find it poffible to make the em-

peror conform to fuch terms of peace as they thought

fit to impofe, and therefore prepared for a vigorous

attack on the expiration of the truce. Moreau, who

had married and retired into France, returned to his

troops, who were rapidly collected. Augereau, at the

head of the army of Holland, directed his march to

the right of the Rhine, while Macdonald from the

Grifons prepared to force a paflage into Italy over

the eternal mows which crown the Rhetian mountains.

The army of the Rhine was cantoned in Bavaria
;
the

right commanded by Lecourbe, the left by Grenier,

and the centre by Moreau. Its operations were fup-

ported on the DanuBe by the army of St. Suzanne,

and the Gallo-Batavian troops under Augereau j and

on the right, in the Tyrol, by thofe of Macdonald.

Before
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Before the commencement of his march, CHAP.
'

27th Nov. XXXI.
Moreau addrefled to his troops a proclaim- <*^-
tion, afluring them of the pacific difpofitions of their 180 *

government, blaming count Cobenzel for refufing to

negotiate for peace except in the prefence of Englifh

plenipotentiaries, and exhorting them to contemn the

rigours of the feafon, as they did in conquering

Holland and defending Kehl.

After fome previous fkirmimes, in which

the Auftrians were fuccefsful, a decifive en-

gagement was fought between the rivers Ifer and Inn,

on the heights which feparate Bierkraim and Neu-

marckt, and near Hohenlinden, where the lad

armiftice was concluded. The mow fell in great

abundance the whole day, during which victory was

obftinately contefled from feven in the morning till

night, and chiefly decided by the ufe of the bayonet.

At about three in the afternoon, the centre of the

Imperialifts gave way, their wings were fpeedily put

to the rout ;
eleven thoufand prifoners, and a hundred

pieces of cannon, according to the French accounts,

fell into their hands, and the remainder of the Auftrian

force was faved by night alone. The difcomfited

army retreated to the right bank of the Inn
; nor could

the prefence of their beloved hero, the archduke

Charles, who in this dreadful emergency confented

to refume the command, reftore their fpirits. The

French, rapidly eroding the Inn, the Salza, the Trazen,

ihe Ens, and the Ips, had made themfelves matters of

Salzbourg
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CHAP. Salzbourg and Lintz, and were on the banks
XXXI. 25th. J3 '

-

u^^^j of the Trazen, within feyenteen leagues or

1800.
Vienna; while Augereau, having defeated the Au-

ftrians in feveral encounters, afcended the Rednitz,

an4 approached the Danube. The capital was a prey

to the moft anxious alarms, and felt a renewal of all

the terrors which occafioned the fignature of the treaty

of Leoben,

Nor were the affairs of the emperor more pro-

pitious in Italy. Macdonald, having fcaled the rocks

pf the Splugen, and traverfed in the midft of winter

the chain of mountains which feparates the valleys of

Mai'era, Adda, and Oglio, penetrated into Italy by

the Upper Adige, to take in the rear the formidable

lines of the Adige and the Mincio. Brune, haying

collected fcis forces on the banks of the Po, purfued

the Auftrians to the flates of Venice. Count Belle-

garde, the fucceifor of Melas, defended the Mincio

from jpefchiera to Mantua j but his intrenchments

were forced after a fpirited refiftance. For
i7thNov.

'

_ _
i -^ "i

twenty fuccemve days the rrench general

continued his vidorious career, paifing the Adige,

the Alpone, the Feaflana, the Brenta, and eftablifhing

his headrquarters at Trevifo, within a few leagues of

Venice. Augereau and St. Suzanne were ap-

proaching the hereditary domains j while Macdonald,

IBafter of the mountains of the Tyrol, could with

fqual eafe defcend upon Qermany or Italy.

Under
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Under thefe circumftances the Imperial CHAP.
, . . 25th Dec. XXXI.

cabinet propoied an armiitice ;
which was

executed between the archduke Charles and general

Moreau at Steyer, and which, according to Moreau's

expreffion,
"
put it out of the power of the houfe of

Auflria to refume hoftilities." A convention for

Italy equally favourable to the republicans was j Soi .

executed at Trevifo, in virtue of which the iethjan.

fortrefles of Pefchiera, Ferrara, Porto Legnano, and

Ancona, were ceded to France. To thefe Mantua

was added by a fubfequent treaty.

Thefe ceffions were the forerunners of a

general pacification on the Continent. The

king of Naples obtained an armiftice; and fubie-

quently concluded peace, on the hard but inevitable

conditions of opening his ports to the French and

/hutting them againft Englifh vefiels, engaging to

furnilh neither provifions nor ammunition to Malta,

and paying a large fum to the French re*

public. A congrefs at Luneville fpeedily

arranged preliminary articles of peace, which were

afterwards definitively ratified by the Imperial

diet.

By this compact the Belgic provinces were formally

confirmed to France, as ftipulated by the treaty of

Campo Formio
;

but in addition, the emperor ceded

to the republic the county of Falkenftein with its

dependencies, and the Frickthal, and all that belonged

to the houfe of Auftria on the left of the Rhine

between
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CHAP, between Zurzach and Bafle. The emperor was. alfo
^ V V" T

^ r' j to retain the Venetian territories, but to give up the

1800.
Brifgau to the duke of Modena ; and the grand-duke

of Tufcany ceded his dominions to the infant duke of

Parma. The French were to poflefs all the country

on the left bank of the Rhine, on reftoring the

fortrefies of DufleldorfF, Ehrenbreitflein, Philipfburgh,

Caflel, Kehl, and Old Brifach, but on the exprefs con-

dition of their not being repaired. And the Batavian,

Helvetic, Cifalpine, and Ligurian republics were

refpectively acknowledged, and their independence

guaranteed by both the contracting parties, who de-

clared the abfolute right of thofe republics to adopt

whatever form of government they pleafed.

Such were the general outlines of the treaty of

Luneville, which fpread general joy throughout

prance; a joy, far better founded than the boafts of

moderation with which the treaty was announced in,

the proclamation iffued by government *,

* In this chapter I have been obliged, for want of other docu-

ments, to follow the Hiftory by Defadoards, a prejudiced and

corrupt author : I have alfo confulted the State Papers and pe-*

riodical publications.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXII.

Efforts of France to excite Indignation again/I England-
Publication of pretended Correspondence Robbery of

Stage Coaches Diforders in the Departments At-

tempts to
ajfojfinate Buonaparte all imputed to the

Englijk Miniftry Formation of a Northern Con-

federacy Conducl of the Emperor of Ruffia Prujjla

joins the Confederacy State of Great Britain Ter-

mination of the Northern Confederacy Portugal com-

pelled to make a Treaty difadvantageous to Great

Britain Capture of Madeira France threatens to

invade England Attacks on their Flotillas, particularly

in the Harbour of Boulogne Capture by the Englijh

of many I/lands in the Weft Indies and of Ternate

Naval Attions Sir Ja?nes Saumarez Negotiation

for Peace State of the French in Egypt at the death of

Kleber Alterations effected by Menou Preparation

of a Britijh Armament They rendezvous at Mar-

morice Sailfor Egypt Landing effected Exertions

of the Englijh They take the Heights near Alexandria

Battle of Aboukir -Death of Sir Ralph Aber-

cromby General Hutchinfon fucceeds him Capture

of Rofetta Deftruftion of the Canal of Alexandria

Capture ofFort Saint Julien The French abandon El

Aft Capture of Rahmanieh Menou fends General

(Reynier

and otherofficersPrifoners on boardShip Three

ofthem taken by the Englijh Other Difafters attend the

French They are defeated by the Grand Vizier at El

Hanka
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Hank* Junftim of the Britijh with the Turkijh

Troops Capture of Cairo Siege and Surrender of

Alexandria^ Peace between England and France.

XXXII. ANTICIPATING that England would foon be their

only a&ive enemy, the government of France em-

ployed all their arts and influence in exciting fuch a

fpirit among their own fubjects, and eflablifhing fuch a

fyftem among the other powers of Europe, as would

promote their views of crufhing, and, if poflible,

deftroying, that nation. Every flight commotion in

France, every exertion of expiring faction, every

crime dictated by political enthufiafm or perfonal

vengeance, was imputed to the agency of the Britifh

adminiftration ; and, enflaved as was the French prefs,

and prejudiced and ignorant as were the people, it

was not difficult to dupe their credulity and excite

their paffions by the grofleft abfurdities. Among the

moft prominent of thefe was a fabrication worthy of

the genius, veracity, and humanity, of the celebrated

Fouche, the minifter of police, in whom Buonaparte

then thought fit to confide. This eminent difciple of

the fchool of jacobinifm publifhed a volume of three

hundred pages, containing a pretended correfpondence

between the Britifh miniftry and their agents in

France. This collection confided of thirty-one

letters, the cypher ufed by the writers, fchedules,

paflports, and furloughs, printed and manufcript, and

a plan of counter-police to inform the emigrants

and Chouans of the meafures taken againil them by
the
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the French government. If any proof were wanting CHAP.

that this pretended difcovery was a mere fabrication,^^
it would be fupplied by the obfervation which ac- isoo.

companied it, that
" fuch was the flexibility of the

fprings put in motion by the miniftry of London,
that although the correfpondence was feized, and

fome of the principal agents arrefted, it was not

poflible to detect the accomplices and develop the

tiflue of this vaft intrigue, which an infinite number

of perfons were interefted to conceal, fome of whom

perhaps furrounded the government," It would be

an unprofitable and tedious talk to analyze this

olumfy fiction, which was not, however, without its

effect, in deluding and inflaming the people.

In this correfpondence it was alfo pretended that

the Englifh agents, for want of other fupplies for

the execution of their defigns, hired large troops of

robbers to attack the ftage-coaches, and plunder the

purchafers of national domains j and that from thefe

exploits the royalifts derived their chief pecuniary

refources.

Under pretence that he was one of the principal

perfons implicated in this confpiracy, and even con-

fidentiallyentrufled with full powersfrom LouisXVIIL,

the government caufed the chevalier de Coigny to

be arrefted, and confined in the Temple. As the

Chouans, who, in virtue of the peace they had made

with the republicans, confidered themfelves in fome

degree as a feparate and independent power, were

highly
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CHAP, highly intercfted in the fate of this individual, theyVVV1T*
^ ^,took the moil effectual method to infure his good

1800. treatment and releafe. A fenator, named Clement-

de-Ris, a man of mild character but known to be

connected with Syeyes, was at his country-feat a few

leagues from Tours, getting in the vintage,

when he- was fuddenly furrounded by a

fmall number of men armed and mafked, who forced

fcim into a carriage, declaring to his wife and fervants

that they detained him only as a hoftage, and that

his treatment mould be fiddly conformable to that

experienced by the chevalier de Coigny. Notwith-

flanding every exertion of government, and tke

expenditure of confiderable fums, it was impoflible to

difcover the place of this fenator's concealment ^ and it

was not till after the doors of de Coigny 's prifon had

been reluctantly opened, and he was beyond the

reach, of the government, that Clement-de-Ris was

replaced in fafety at the door of his own houfe.

At the fame period the relaxed ftate of the police,

the preflure of want, perfonal malevolence, and per-

haps religious and political fury, contributed to

render the roads through France and the country

refidences infecure. Robbers were fo numerous and

audacious that it was found neceffary to impofe a tax

on all travellers to defray the expence of a regular

military guard, without whofe efcort no journey could

be performed in fafety. A band of men, known

under the name of Chauffeurs, are reported to have

committed
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committed horrible cruelties to extort from thofe who CHAP.
V V"V"T T

fell into their power property which they might have L

'

M

concealed ; and it is faid that many priefts who had isoo,

taken oaths to the government, were put to death in

their own houfes, and while travelling. One whofe

fate was peculiarly cited was Andrien, an ex-member

of the legiflative aflembly and the convention, a voter

for the death of Louis XVI., and afterwards, in fome

meafure, a pleader for meliorating the condition of

the princefs-royal. He was taken from a

flage-coach and mot about five leagues from

Quimper.
Thefe events, however, occafioned but flight fenfa-

tions compared with thofe which were produced by

fuppofed attempts to affaffin'ate the firft conful. The

firft of thefe which met the notice of the public,

for feveral are faid to have been fuppreffed, was re-

prefented in the following manner. Fouche was in-

formed that a perfon named Demerville had diftri-

buted money among certain individuals to murder

Buonaparte as he returned from the ppera.
rr.i_ j j CL ' r j r i O6h
1 he intended victim, informed or the circum-

ftances, repaired to his box without exhibiting the

flighted uneafmefs. Diana and Cerachi, two of the

confpirators, were arrefted in the paflages ; and the

others fell, a few days afterwards, into the hands of

the police. Fouche made a long and fomewhat

myderious report on the fubjed, in which he referred

to the Engliih committee
j
and as peace was not yet

concluded
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CHAP, concluded with the emperor, obfciirely alluded to the

^ ^ participation of other countries of Europe in the criminal

plots. Four of the perfons accufed were fentenced to

death, otherswere acquitted; button the reprefentation

of Fouche, a decree of deportation was pronounced

by the legiflative bodies againft a hundred and thirty

individuals *. Although it was not even pretended

that many of thefe men were implicated in the late

plot, their fate excited no pity, as they were fome of

the mod furious and bloody-minded jacobins ; men

who had ftained themfelves with blood in all the

maflacres which had contributed to ftigmatife the

republic, and whofe atrocities were hardly excelled

by thofe of Fouche himfelf who procured their exile*

A fecond attempt againft the life of Buonaparte
was conducted with more fecrefy, and threatened a

more fatal cataftrophe. Engineers are well acquainted

with an invention of Frederick Jambelli, to proted

Antwerp when befieged by the duke ofParma towards

the clofe of the fixteenth century, called la machine

irifernale. On his model, a machine was formed

fimilar to a water-butt, ufed to convey that element

to thofe parts of the city which lie at a diftance from

the river and public fountains. This butt was bound

with iron hoops5 and filled with powder, balls, and

combuflibles ;
and in the hole left for the fpiggott,

* This was the number publicly fpecified ; but there is good

reafon for believing that ten times as many were facriHccd to the

jealoufy and alarm of Buonaparte.

was
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was a match. It was fet on a fmall carriage CHAP.

drawn by a Tingle horfe, and placed at the
24thDec

*fj
entrance of la rue Nicaife, on the fide of the place du lso -

Caroufel, in fuch a manner as considerably to obftrucl:

the paflage. A perfon who flood by as apparent

proprietor, was habited like an ordinary driver
; and

the exacl: refemblance of the machine to
. the butts

commonly feen in Paris prevented all fufpicion.

At eight o'clock in the evening, which happened
to be dark and rainy, Buonaparte went in his carriage

towards the opera-houfe, to attend the performance
of a new oratorio byHaydn, called the Creation of the

World. His coachman, driving with great rapidity

and (kill, avoided the machine, although it almoft

blocked up the way -,
and he had but jufl entered La

Rue St. Honore, when it blew up with a tremendous

explofion, damaging forty-fix of the adjacent houfes,

and throwing down five-and twenty feet of garden-

wall belonging to the conful Le Brun. The machine

with the horfe that drew it were thrown to a great

height in the air, and dafhed to pieces in the defcent,

Madame Buonaparte, who was getting into her

carriage at the moment, infilled on following her

hufband
; whofe life on this occafion was faved by the

fkill of his coachman, and the fwiftnefs of his horfes,

or perhaps by the humid (late of the atmofphere
which impeded the kindling of the match.

This plot, like the lail, was generally attributed to

the jacobins, rendered furious by the execution and

deportation
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CHAP, deportation of their colleagues ; and Fouche himfc'lf

t
-^^ 1 did not efcape fufpicion, as a participator in their

1800. fentiments and a clandeftine abettor of their revenge.

That crafty minuter, however, foon found means to

* i sol S*ve a new impulfe to popular clamour
; and,

sift Jan.
being fecure from contradiction by the ftate

of the prefs, publifhed a report imputing the whole

contrivance to the Chouans, paid and directed by the

Englifh miniftry. Two of the confpirators, he faid,

were arrefted, and from their confeilions the names

of the others were afcertained. The police had long
been informed of the return of the Chouan Georges
from England, furnifhed with new plots of aflaffina-

tion, and with guineas for payment of his accomplices.

The confpirators occupied themfelves at firft in

robberies of the public funds, in vague plans againfl

government, in projects for rekindling civil war in

the weft, and in a fcheme for plundering the Troyes

diligence. But although thefe villains, Fouche ob-

ferves, were continually furrounded by the eyes of the

police, and all their difcourfes overheard, no order

was iffued for their arreft, becaufe it was confidered

more defirable to take with them the documents

neceffary to their conviction. Having continued the

narration of circumftances refpecting this improbable

fable till the day of the explofion, the minuter of

, police related the means by which intelligence had

been gained of the immediate perpetrators. The

dead horfe which had drawn the machine was re-

cognifed
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cognifed by the dealer who fold and the corn- CHAP.
"

chandler who furnifhed him with food
;

the cooper

who hooped the cafk, the porter at the houfe where

the cart had flood, and the falefmen who delivered

blue trowfers to the confpirators., all concurred in

fuch defcriptions of the perfon, features, and mode of

fpeech of the parties, as left no doubt that Georges
and his agents, fo long objects of jealoufy to the

police, were the very men. One of them, named

Francis Carbon, being taken in cuflody, made a con*'

feffion, which occafioned alfo the apprehenfion of

St. Regent, the man who fired the match. Several

others were taken, but thefe two alone were found

guilty, and beheaded on the Place de Greve.

The whole narrative of Fouche is expofed to

fufpicion, but the myftery attending the tranfaction to

which it relates cannot yet be elucidated. A political

ufe was made of the incident to inflame the populace

of France againfl the Britifh government, by imputing

to them a defign repugnant to the nature of Englifli-

men, that of aiTaiTinating an enemy. In this, however,

it is probable that Buonaparte himfelf was rather a

dupe than a deceiver ; fmce in fubfequent periods,

when the dread of an untimely end has amounted

almoft to infanity, he has not fcrupled to repeat, in the

hearing of Englifh gentlemen, the abfurd calumnies

and atrocious fuggeftions of the jacobin Fouche,

The people, as ufual, ready to believe every thing

delivered to them by authority, willingly accredited

VOL. n. 3 A every



722 HISTORY OF FRANCE.

C H A p> every fi&ion, however grofs. They gave implicit faith

^ "^L not only to the tale fuggefled by the late tranfa&ions,

1801. but Were made to believe that all the horrors and

murders which had disfigured France in the courfe

of the revolution were directed and paid by the

Britifh government*.
Whatever influence thefe aflertions might have on

the French nation, their effect was little to be appre-

hended while Great Britain maintained the indif-

putable fovereignty of the ocean, not only prote&ing

her own coails and fettlements, but aflailing,
in every

part of the world, thofe of her opponents, ruining

their commerce, and reducing them to a ftate of

impotent mendicancy. To countervail the afcendancy

of the Britifh naval power, the governors of France

availed themfelves of the jealoufies and difputes to

which a long-continued contefl of unexampled

*
Defadoards, writing, what he is pleafed to term, a PhiJofophical

Hirlory of the Revolution, comprifes the general abftrac"l of thefe

abfurd calumnies in the following (entente :
" The fecret conduct

purfued by the Briufl-i miniftry during the French revolution was no

longer a myfWy in Europe. It was known that Marat wa^ in

England, in. connection with the chancellor Pitt, whilefuppofed ta be

concealed in a cellar at Paris ; that Pitt had cheriihed this execrable

being, and had many times repeated that he was a man who would

be of the utmoft uie to him. It was known that by the intervention of

Marat, Danton, andfoine other men oftliatjiamp, the perfidious Pitt

had excited all the revolutionary tempelh in France, had Jlicd the

blood of mam; tkoufand individuals, and perhaps that of Louis XVI.
and Iiis confurf." 'See Hiltoire Philofophique, &c. vol. IX. p. 391.

activity
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a&ivity and extent had given birth, and reprefented \^H\P.

in the moft infidious terms to the powers of the North , ^__j

the neceflary precautions of the Britifli fleets in 1801

fearching and detaining neutral veffels as ads of

aggreffion, tending to eftablifh or confirm an in-

tolerable maritime tyranny. Intereft, more perfuafive

than
fophiftry, led the northern courts, already much

irritated, to renew the pretenfions they had advanced

during the American war, and to revive the falfe and

inapplicable axiom, that free bottoms make free

goods.

Had Sweden and Denmark alone been parties to

this fyftem, their efforts would probably have been

confined to memorials and remonftrances
; but, by one

of thofe ftrange turns of politics which often derange
the belt projects of human wifdom and forefight, the

emperor of Ruflia, totally changing his principles,

and reverfmg the acts of that period of his reign

which had entitled him to the greater! mare of ad-

miration, was become the zealous partifan of France,

and the foul of the league fabricated under her

aufpices for the ruin, as it was hoped, of Great

Britain. Juflly offended at the tranfa&ions in Swit-

zerland at the clofe of the campaign in 1799, the

emperor Paul had obferved a gloomy and fuipicious

neutrality during the firfl portion of the enfumg

year ; but as fuccefs gilded the banners of Buona-

parte, his eyes became dazzled, and he panted to mare

his friendfhip, and the glory which feemed attached

3 A 2 to
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CITAP. to his caufe. The French government eafily ap-

^ ^

'

predated the character of this unfortunate prince ;

tsoo.
they faw that he rather admired what was fplendid

than purfued what was juft, and flattered his vanity

and defire of being thought a model of heroifm and

virtue by the mofl abject and inceffant foothings.

As the afctndancy of French partifans over the

mind of the czar increafed, he became additionally

captious in his conduct towards Great Britain, and

on the furrender of Malta appears to have feized that

occafion of advancing pretences which would juftify a

premeditated hoflility. In defiance of all rules, he

had, after the treacherous occupation of the ifland by
the French, been elected grand-mailer of the order of

St. John of Jerufalem, and was defirous of opening a

negotiation with the Bridfh miniilry for the poflfefiion

of the ifland ; but before any confiderable progrefs

could be made in the transaction, the impatience of

his temper and violence of his character increafing

to a degree which afforded evident proofs of infanity,

produced acts which rendered hoftilities between him

and his late ally inevitable. Buonaparte, anxious to

fecure his friendfhip,, liberated feven thoufand Ruffian

prifoners captured by the French armies, and fent

them back to their own country well clothed and

armed at his expence. Paul fell into the fnare, and,

immediately becoming the warm partifan of France,

fent a folemn legation, headed by the vice-chancellor

Kalitchew, to Paris, for the purpofe of drawing more

clofely
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clofely the ties which were to connect the Ruffian CHAP.
\r ~\J ^tr T *

empire with the French republic. Although he had <_ _j

formerly expreffed his refolution to check the contra-

band trade carried on by Sweden and Denmark with

France to the prejudice of the allies, and of England
in particular, he now declared himfelf the warm

champion of their pretended rights, executed a con-

vention to that effect, and, in a fit of defperate rage,

difmifled lord Whitworth, the Britifh embaffador,

laid an embargo on all Britim (hips in his ports, and

marched their crews up the country, where they were

detained in difgraceful captivity. The king of Pruflia

declared his afient to the principles of the new com-

bination, and France exulted in the profpect of a

contefl which would employ the naval force and

enfeeble the refources of her greatefl opponent.

The crifis appeared truly tremendous to Great

Britain. The nation, placed in a new political

pofition by the incorporate union with Ireland, was

oppreffed by the calamities of two years of fcarcity,

and open to all the fluctuations of opinion arifing

from the clamours and predictions of thofe who at

different periods oppofed the war, or were difllitisfied

with the views or the meafures, political or financial,

of the minifters who conducted it. Yet the national

fpirit, when adequately roufed, was fufficient to repel

every infuit, and the national refources were in full

vigour to meet any contefl:, The aggreffions of

Ruffia
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CHAP. Ruflia were returned with great firmnefs ; the pay-

^ J
!l> i-soi. ment f bills due to merchants of that

uth Jan <

empire was prohibited by an order of council,

and vigorous meafures were commenced for attacking

the northern confederates in other points, when the

miniflry iuddenly dirlblved, and was replaced, not by

the party fo long in oppofition, but by cordial friends

of the preceding cabinet. Under their aufpices a

powerful fquadron was difpatched to the

Baltic, and the victor of the Nile gained new

laurels before Copenhagen. Denmark was terrified

into a truce ; the king of that country, who

had fequeftered Britifh property at Ham-

burgh, refigned his prey ; the king of Pruflia, who, in

contempt of neutrality, honour, and juftice, had

feized Hanover, withdrexv his troops ; and

lord S-t. Helens was deputed embalfador to

Peterfburg, for the final arrangement of all difputes

between the contending nations. The reception of

an Englifh plenipotentiary in Ruflia was
23d March. f ...

&
.

,

r
.

F
.

, , \ .
,

facilitated by the fudden death or the em-

peror Paul, which, in the proclamation of his faccefTor,

was afcribed to apoplexy 5 but it is undoubted that

fome of his nearer! attendants, convinced of the im-

policy of his conduct, wearied with his extravagances,

and impr-efled with the clamours of his fubjeds, who

faw inevitable ruin in the quarrel with England, took

the only meafure which the imperfection of laws in

arbitrary
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arbitrary governments allows for the termination of CM AP.

XXXII
tyrannical oppreflion. <jL^__j

Difappointed in this expectation of inflicting a isoi.

material injury on the commerce and maritime power
of Great Britain, France aided Spain in an attack on

Portugal, and obtained the advantage of eri-

r ... 6th June,

forcing the acceptance or a treaty by which

Britifh veflels were excluded from the ports of that

kingdom ; but, as a neceffary meafure of

counteraction, the Britifh government feized

the iiland of Madeira, and were generally underftood

to be preparing for the conqueft. of the Brazils.

Such efforts were not, however, likely to terminate a

difpute between ftates fo powerful and fo decidedly

hoflile; and the French appeared to beftow great

pains and expence on a project of invafion. For this

purpofe flotillas were collected in different ports,

againft which expeditions were directed with different

degrees of fuccefs. The moft confpicuous were thofe

of the brave lord Nelfon againft the harbour of

Boulogne. In the firft, after a cannonade

of feveral hours, he deftroyed fome vefTels :

his next attempt was to gain poffeffion of

the whole force; but the republicans, apprifed

of his approach, moored the boats with chains to the

ihore, and defended them with a numerous body of

troops, in confequence of which the expedition was

fruftrated with great lofs. In other quarters Britifh

valour
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CHAP, valour was glorioufly, and often advantageoufly, dif-
"VV-V I-!

L ^ '_i March played. On the rupture with the northern

isoi. andApril. pOWerSj tne iflands of St. Bartholomew, St.

Thomas, and St. John, with their dependencies, and

Santa Cruz, yielded to a fleet commanded by rear-

admiral Duckworth. The ifland of St. Martin, jointly

occupied by the French and Dutch, was taken by the

fame commander ; St. Euftatia and Saba were placed

by their inhabitants under the protection of
"
the Britifli troops ;

and the ifland of Ternate

was captured, after a liege of fifty-two days, by colonel

Burr, and a fquadron belonging to the Eafl-India

cojnpany, under captain Hayes. Naval captures were

unufually copious, as the commerce of France and

her allies was almoft unprotected ; and fuch

were the audacity and confidence of Britifh

failors,that captain fir James Saumarez did not hefitate

to attack, in the bay ofAlgefiras, a Spanifh fleet pro-

tected by formidable land batteries, and would pror

bably have fucceeded but for the variation of the

wind, which occafioned thelofs of the Hannibal, and

three hundred and feventy-five men killed, wounded,

and miffing. Notwithflanding this difafter, the brave

commander ufed indefatigable exertion in repairing

his fquadron ; and fortune, more propitious, to his

merits, made amends for his difappointment

by throwing in his way the combined fquadron

pf France and Spam, which he attacked with great

.
V-

fpirit
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fpirit, blew up the Real Carlos and San Hermeae- CHAP.
WVTT

gildo, each of a hundred and twelve guns, and took L _^

the San Antonio of feventy-four*. isoi.

While the war, lately fo a&ive and fo replete with

eventful changes, thus dwindled into empty threats

and exploits ofminor importance, means were purfued

for reconciling Great Britain and France, and re-

ftoring to the people the neceflary bleflings of peace

and repofe. A correfpondence on this fubjecl: was

maintained through the medium of M. Otto, whofe

employment in London has already been mentioned ;

but, although fome obftacles, which formerly feemed

infuperable impediments to an accommodation, were

removed, it was not difficult to perceive that peace

could not be attained until the fuccefs of an expedi-

tion fent from England to attempt the expulfion of

the French from their unjufl pofleffion of Egypt
fliould be decided.

After the aflafFmation of Kleber, the French found

their fituation confiderably meliorated, not by the

exertions of his fuccefibr, but in confequence of the

victory of Heliopolis and the intelligence of Buona-

parte's elevation. The natives of Egypt, afloniihed at

the total defeat and flight of the grand-vizier, whom

they had regarded as the invincible reprefentative of

the fovereign of the world, were flruck with dread,

and duril no longer attempt hoftile exertions. The

* For thefe events I have confulted only the public papers and

periodical works.

contributions
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CHAP, contributions levied on the inhabitants of Cairo as a
"VVATTT

^ ^ j punifliment for their infurrection enabled the French

isoo, generals to quiet the clamours of their troops for pay,

and Kleber had formed plans for replenifhing his

ranks by recruiting among the natives : five hundred

Copts, three hundred Franks, and fifteen hundred

Greeks, were already in the 'army ; and the pacific

difpofition of Murad Bey and the increafmg afcen-

dancy of the republicans allowed them to hope for a

confiderable augmentation of ilrength. Kleber had

befides formed feveral other ufeful eftablifhments, and

begun feveral important works. He had collected

five hundred camels for the purpofes of carriage in

moments of urgency, and when the troops were not

in the field they were employed in various ufeful

fervices. He conftru&ed flying bridges over the

branches of the, Nile, to facilitate the march of the

troops from the coaft to the frontier of Syria, and

eftablifhed polls of communication between the

different flations of the- army. He alfo commenced

works for the fecurity of Cairo agamft infurgents or

afldilants, and ordered others to be formed for de-

fence of the coafts. Under him plans apparently

judicious were framed for the internal government of

the country, and negotiations opened for the artful

purpofe of detaching the Turks from the caufe of

England by a feparate peace.

Above all, the army, fenfible that its exiftence de-

pended on unanimity, had preferved the moft unin-

terrupted
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terrupted harmony, which the placid temper and ac- CHAP.
*

XXXII
commodating difpcffition of Kleber were well calcu- v

'

f

lated to infure
;
no murmur, no cry of cabal, was

heard, except from the man who was deftined to be

his fucceffbr, and under him a new order of things

feems to have arifen. He affected rather the pro-

found politician than the active general, ilfued

pompous and declamatory general orders
;
affected

great attention to details, yet left tne m ft important

regulations in a ilate of neglect ; counteracted the

prudent meafures of his predecefTor, altered the mode

of collecting taxes, and laid the foundation of re-

ligious feuds, by mewing an unufual preference to the

mode of faith to which he had become a renegade

convert. Even thefe malversations were of fmall

moment compared with his efforts to tarnifh the fame

of Kleber, who was venerated by the whole army ;
to

maintain a diftance between himfelf and the fubor-

dinate generals by fpreading reports injurious to

their fame, and to introduce into the army the

factious diftinguifhing terms of coloniil and anti-

colonift. Such a fyftem revived peculations, op-

preflions, and injuries calculated to renew the hofli-

lity of the natives whenever opportunity fhould pre-

fent a profpecl of fuccefs, exhaufled the flender

refources of the army, prevented the accumula-

tion of fupplies in cafe of an attack, diininifhed

the fpirit
of the troops, and produced at length

vigorous
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CHAP, vigorous and even angry remonftrances from the

^^j field officers*.

IBOO. Such was the fituation of the French in Egypt
when a formidable expedition, directed and animated

by Great Britain, was deftined to act againft them.

The force which had been employed in the Mediter-

ranean and formed the corps elit of the Britifh army,
aided by the difcomfited bands of the grand-vizier

and a body of Sepoys and Britifh troops from India,

were felected to achieve the expulfion of the republi-

cans from their ill-acquired territory. The troops

under fir Ralph Abercromby were unufually difpirited

by a long continuance at fea, during the moft

tempeftuous feafon ever remembered ; by their failure

in feveral attempts, particularly that againft Cadiz ;

and by the uncertainty in which they had fo long

been kept in what direction their active fervices would

be employed. Yet, when the order arrived an-

nouncing their next deftination, joy and alacrity

generally prevailed ; healtfy was reftored by fhort

* This reprefentation of the conduct of Menou is derived

entirely from the State of Egypt after the Battle of Heliopolis, by

general Reynier, who, it is to be recollected, was one of the remon-

itrants againft Menou, and appears to have viewed his elevation

with envy and his general conduct with malevolence. In this

part of his narrative general Reynier cannot be confronted, and

muft therefore be confidered as a competent witnefsj in other

parts, it is ealy to fhew that he is not a very rigid votary of

truth.

refidences,
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refidences on (bore, and regiments who were not CHAP.

obliged to extend their fervices fo far, offered them-^; [^

felves as volunteers. The bay of Marmorice was

fixed for the general rendezvous, and at the moment

of his arrival lord Keith captured fome polacres from

Alexandria, among the palfengers in which was the

noted Tallien*; but the French, during the flay of the

Britifh fleet at Marmorice, fucceeded in throwing into

Egypt important fuccours of men and ammunition,

difpatched in TEgyptienne, La JuPcice, La Regeneree,
and the Lodi.

The Britifh troops at Marmorice amounted to

fifteen thoufand three hundred and thirty, including

nine hundred and ninety-nine fick, five hundred

Maltefe, and various defcriptions of perfons attached

to an army ;
fo that the effective force could not be

computed at more than twelve thoufand. The

French, on a moderate calculation, amounted totwenty-

one thoufand able men, and had the addidonal ad-

vantage of poffefling the ground which was to be the

fcene of contention, with ftrong forts, good cavalry,

an ample and well-fupplied artillery, and a perfect

knowledge of the place; in all which the Englifh were

lamentably defective. They had no fufficient artillery ;

the Turks had fupplied them, to remount their

cavalry, with the very worft of horfes
; they had no

* He was brought prifoner to England, and foon allowed to go

and meet contempt and delegation on his native fhore,

perfon
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CHAP, perfon amongfl them experimentally acquainted with

^1 ^j tne coa^5 and tne charts with which they were

furnifhed were ridiculoufly incorrect. Some of the

perfons captured had given true accounts of the

French force, but were not believed
;
the Indian army

was not expected to arrive for fome months
;
and the

grand-vizier, nominally the leader of thirty-five

thoufand men, but not having actually under his

command more than ten thoufand, was ported near

Jaffa, and determined not to advance with his tu-

multuary and undifciplined force till the fuccefs- of

the Englifh opened to his view fome encouraging

hopes. Notwithftanding thefe circum fiances,
20th Feb.

-, rr i

and the afiurance that they could not act

effectually till the vernal equinox was paft, the Britifh

troops embarked on board a hundred and feventy-five

fail of tranfports, in perfect order, but in the higheft

fpirits, fhouting as from a conviction of affured

triumph, and leaving among the Turks with whom

they had fojourned the novel fentiment of refpect

and even regard for Chriftians.

The fleet reached the coaft of Egypt, and,
SdMarch. r . . r t , r , T

after waiting feveral days for favourable

weather, and making fome expeiiments on the more,

a landing was attempted. The firfl divifion

of the army, confiiting of five thoufand five

hundred men, under major-general Coote, affembled

in the boats ai: two o'clock in the morning, an ad-

ditional number being placed in fhips clofe to the

ihore,
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fhore, to afford fupport after the firft difembarkation CHAP.

was effe&ed. From the extent of their anchorage at

the place of rendezvous, the affembling and arrange- isoi.

merit of the boats could not take place till nine

o'clock
; and the French, thus fully prepared, had

pofted two thoufand five hundred men, under general

Friant, on the top of the fand-hills, forming the con-

cave arch of a circle on the front of about a mile, in

the centre of which rofe an height alrnoft perpendi-

cular, and apparently inaccefiible. The boats pro-

tected by cutters, bomb and gun veffels., rowed rapidly

towards the more
;
while the republicans, from their

well-chofen ftation, where they had planted twelve

pieces of artillery, and from the caftle of Aboukir,

poured a difcharge of mot and (hells and a mower of

grape and mufketry, which feemed to plough the

furface of the water, and render derlruction inevitable.

The troops, placed fifty in each boat, were pent up

clofe and unable to move, expofed to this deilruclive

fire without returning a fhot. Still the boats prefied

forward ;
the referve leaped on more, forming as they

advanced. The French met and oppofed them evea

at the water's edge, but they advanced mouting, as if

victory was certainly within their grafp. Without

firing a {hot, they rufhed up the heights, charged with

the bayonet two battalions, carried two nole hills in

the rear which commanded the plain to the left, and

took three pieces of cannon. The remaining troops

effected a landing with equal courage and fuccefs ;

and
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CHAP, and, after a ftruggle of twenty minutes' duration, the
XXXII
4 ^_^j republicans gave way in every direction ;

and a body
Jfcoi. of feamen under fir Sidney Smith fecured poffeffion

of the hills by dragging up feveral field pieces. Sir

Ralph Abercromby himfelf went on more in the

evening, and exprefTcd the gratitude and admiration

due to his troops for fo gallant an exploit, which,from

a confideration of the flrength of their opponents

and the nature of the pofition, military men mud
have pronounced aljmoft impofiible. ^The lofs of the

French is computed at about four hundred killed,

wounded, and prifoners ;
that of the Englifh at fix

hundred and fifty-two, exclufive of feamen.

Several days were pafled in improving the fituation

of the troops, landing ammunition and flores, and

digging for water, which was found in fufficient quan-

tities to prevent fear of want. The lake of Aboukir,

or Maadie, which the French had neglected to fecure,

was a mod important refource ; facilitating the tran-

fport of neceffaries, and enabling the Britifh troops to

procure thofe fupplies which their total want of beafts

of burthen would otherwife have prevented them

from obtaining. When their preparations

were completed, the Englifh army moved

towards Alexandria, oppofed by the French, but not

with fo much vigour as to make the lofs of the

affailants bear any proportion to the advantages they

gained. They had two men killed, a lieutenant and

four privates wounded.

On
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On the enfuing day, the Britifh army ad- CHAP.

, ,

'

, , , . ,
' 13th, XXXII.

vanced to attack the French on trje heights <
v

before Alexandria. The republicans, having received 180K

reinforcements, commanded about feven thoufand

men
; their opponents had fourteen thoufand, but the

fuperiority of numbers was counterbalanced by the

want of artillery and cavalry : the French had up-

wards of fix hundred horfe, well trained and mount-

ed
; the Englifh had only two hundred and fifty, and

thofe in fo wretched a condition, that they were

hardly able to aft. The republicans brought into the

field forty pieces of cannon, mod of them curricle

guns; while the Britifh had only a few cannon, flowly

and laborioufly drawn through the fancj by men.

Under thefe comparative difadvantages, befides the

difficulty of forcing a flrong and well-chofen pofi-

tion, the Britifh troops made their way, notwith-

ftanding frequent attacks of cavalry which they could

not meet, but were obliged patiently to await, and

through a mofl deftructive and inceflant fire of artil-

lery and mufketry. They had gained the firfl chain

of hills and advanced towards the fecond, when it

became apparent that, from the ftate of the forts and

the unexpected ftrength of the pofition, further pro-

grefs would be attended with great difficulty and

deftrudion. The foldiers were halted while fir

Ralph Abercromby deliberated on the propriety of

advancing, and during this period the fire of the

French was tremendous. Aim was unneceffary ;

VOL. ii, 3 B they
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CHAP, they had only to load and fire ;
their bullets plunged

^5 *Lmto tne ^nes > anc* fwept awaY great numbers : but

although this dreadful fcene continued feveral hours,

the brave foldiery never murmured, nor exprefled

any impatience except what arofe from an ardent wifh

to be led to the attack. This, however, it was finally

judged neceflary to decline ;
and the Britim com-

mander was obliged to be content with the ftrong

pofition he had acquired. The lofs on this day was

thirteen hundred men killed and wounded, and that

of the French is computed at feven hundred ; the

Englifh took four pieces of cannon and a howitzer,

with a large quantity of ammunition. The firmnefs

of the Britim troops is highly extolled ; their move-

ments were executed with the fame fteadinefs and

accuracy as if at a review in their native plains.

If the Englifh army gained a good pofition by this

deadly encounter, they were oppofed by the French

in one ftill more ftrong. Their fituation began, how-

ever, to improve ;
the republicans had learned to ap-

preciate and refpecl: their valour ; a few horfes were

fentby the grand- fignior from Conftantinople; works

were thrown up
-

? heavy guns, large quantities of am-

munition, and fome tents, were landed at the depots ;

the Arabs, in defiance of a barbarous edicl: of the

French punifhing fuch delinquency with death, fup-

plied the camp with provifions ; and five
"

hundred Turks, part of fix thoufand fent

by the capitan pacha, joined the army. A vigorous

though
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though unfuccefsful fkirmifli took place near CH A p.

the village of Bedah, in which colonel Arch- ^
dall loft an arm; and the caftle of Aboukir, after 1801.

being nearly converted into a heap of ruins, was

given up to the Englifh, who acquired twelve fine

pieces of brafs artillery, and made the garrifon, a hun-

dred and ninety in number, prifoners of war.

During thefe tranfactions, general Menou, with a

considerable reinforcement, fet out fromCairo; and his

approach to Alexandria was announced by the failure

of the market from which the Englifh were fupplied,

owing to the ftrictnefs with which his orders were

executed for killing the Arabs engaged in that traffic.

All this feverity could not, however, prevent one of

thofe people from difclofing to the Britifh com-

mander the intention of the French general

to furprife the camp. Although fir Sidney

Smith vouched for the truth of this intelligence and

the fidelity of the reporter, it was fo obvioufly repug-

nant to the intereft of the republicans to make the at-

tempt that the aiTertion obtained no credit.

The difcipline eftablimed by fir Ralph

Abercromby was, however, not lefs effec-

tual in this crifis than any preparation which he could

have made in confequence of the information he had

difregarded. The troops were as ufual under arms

half an hour before day-break, and at half paft three

o'clock in the morning firing of mufketry and can-

non was heard on the left. The nature of this dif-

3 B a charge,
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CHAP, charge convinced tfie generals that it was only a

<^
X^ feint, and their attention was directed towards the

i80i. right, when, after a fhort interval of fufpenfe, they

heard a loud fhouting, which was fucceeded by a

roar of mufketry and a general onfet. The number

of French employed on this fervice was, according to

their own account, eight thoufand three hundred and

thirty infantry and thirteen hundred and eighty ca-

valry, though the Englifh difpatch ftates it to have

been near twelve thoufand. Covered by the uneven

furface of the ground, they advanced unperceived as

far as the videttes, whom they drove in, with the re-

turning picquets of infantry, to the main body ; they

were, however, received with warm and well-directed

difcharges of mufketry, which compelled them to

retire. Frefh numbers coming up, the conflict was

maintained with great obftinacy; and the twenty-

eighth and fifty-eighth regiments, at one time fur-

rounded, prefented the extraordinary fpe&acle of

troops fighting at the fame time in their front, flanks,

and rear. The forty -fecond advanced to their relief ;

when Menou, perceiving his firft hopes fruflrated,

endeavoured to turn the fortune of the day by a

defperate charge of cavalry. This order appeared

ftrange and unmilitary from the nature of the pofition,

which was broken in fuch a manner as to check the

impetuofity and prevent the regular action of horfe ;

and general Roize waited for orders given a third time

in the mod peremptory terms before he would execute

it.
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it. Compelled at length, by pofitive command from CHAP.

his fuperior officer, he darned into the Britifh lines
;

his horfes were entangled in the cords which faflened

the tents, and for the moft part killed*, and many of

the riders were obliged to feek fafety on foot. To

fupport this affault, fome regiments of foot were

ordered to the fame fpot, and, fighting with the

defperate fury ofmen certain of being facrificed, they

for a time broke the forty-fecond, the individuals of

which maintained feverally a combat more dangerous
and more glorious than their united exertions could

have been. From this perilous fituation they were

extricated by the Minorca regiment, which advanced

feafonably to their relief. General Roize fell a victim

to his obedience ; and a flandard belonging to the

French regiment proudly termed invincible, and in.

fcribed with honorary teflimonials of victories in

Italy, fell into the hands of the Engliflif- The
* A circumftance as fortunate as it was unexpected contributed

alfo very materially to the overthrow of the French cavalry. The

ground in the rear of the 421] was full of holes, between three an4

four feet deep. Theie excavations had been made by the 2Sth regi-

ment, as conveniencies to deep in, previous to the landing of the

ramp equipage.
v

The cavalry charging over theie was completely

broken and routed.

f It has been a fubjecl; of fome difpute whether a ferjeant of the

4zd, named Sinclair, or a private in the Minorca or Queen's Ger-

man regiment, named Antoine Lutz, was entitled to the honour of

having fecured this trophy. It feeras, from the concurrence of ge-

neral teftirnonies, that Sinclair had firli taken it, but that it was

recovered by the French and recaptured by Lutz, who received the

acknowledgments and rewards due to his bravery,

greater
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CHAP, greater part of the troops employed on this defperate

^
X*II

\ aflault were deftroyed ; but the triumph of the Britifh

1601. was damped when it was known that their valiant and

beloved leader had received a wound, which afterwards

proved mortal. On the firfl alarm of the irruption

on the right, fir Ralph Abercromby, proceeding to the

fpot, difpatched his aids-de-camp in different directions.

While he was left alone, fome French cavalry reached

the place, and he was thrown from his horfe. One

of the party rode at him, endeavouring to cut him

down ; but the brave veteran, feizing the uplifted

fword, wrefled it from his hand *, at the very moment

when a foldier of the forty-fecond came up and put

an end to the aflailant with his bayonet. The

general was wounded in the thigh and received a

contufion on his breaft, but refufed to remove from

the field till the end of the conflict.

The French made other attacks on the right, but

were conflantly repulfed ; nor were they more

fortunate on the left and in the centre. The ammu-

nition of both parties was, at one time, exhaufted ;

and fo great their inveteracy that they maintained a

conflict by throwing large flones, with one of which

an Englifh ferjeant was killed. Menou, at length,

finding that he could no longer hope for fuccefs,

* The weapon thus honourably acquired, and at fuch a critical

moment, was given to fir Sidney Smith, whofe own fword was

broken. This high-fpirited officer, qualified by his fenfibility no

lefs than valour to merit and grace the gift, referves it as a trophy

to adorn his monument.

ordered
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1801.

ordered a retreat at ten o'clock in the morning, after CHAP.

a fight of near feven hours' duration. The lofs of the

French is calculated at four thoufand killed, wounded,

and prifoners ; and this number would have been

greatly augmented, but, for want of ammunition*,

the Englifh could not annoy them to the utmoft in

their retreat. . The Britifh army had to lament the

lofs of fix officers and two hundred and twenty-three

men killed, fixty officers and eleven hundred and

ninety men wounded, and three officers and twenty-

nine men miffing. The French generals Lanufle,

Roize, and Beaudot, were flain ; Generals Deftin,

Silly, Eppler, and feveral other officers of diftinction,

wounded. In the Englifh army, befides the brave

Abercromby, generals Moore, Hope, Oakes, and

Lawfon, and fir Sidney Smith, were wounded. The

day was, on the whole, one of the mofl glorious

which ever occurred to reflect honour on the Britifh

arms : the number of troops prefent did not amount

to ten thoufand, including three hundred cavalry ;

and half this force refifted the concentrated attack of

the French on the right (for the left was never en-

gaged, except in confequence of the feint), repulfed

and defeated them. After the battle, fir Ralph

Abercromby was conveyed in a litter on board lord

Keith's fhip
-

9 where, after enduring excruciating

* For this lamentable deficiency no blame attaches to the

fervice : it arofe
entirely from the want of cattle to convey it from

the magazines.

tortures
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CHAP, tortures for feven days, without complaint or groan,
3CXXTT
v

'

he expired, regretting only his reparation
1801 -

'

from his brave companions, and exulting to

the lafl in their confpicuous and illuftrious difplay of

bravery.

Menou had hoped, by making his attack, to drive

the Englifli army into the fea or the lake Maadie,

~and thus terminate the campaign by one glorious

exertion ; but although his failure, with the attendant

circumflances, afforded great exultation to the Englifh,

the fate of Egypt was not decided in their favour :

they had not gained any ground ;
their opponents

ftill retained their pofition with an army far more

numerous than that of the victors. As the early

fruits of conqueft, however, they had the pleafure of

perceiving the natives taking a warm and decided

interefl in their
,
caufe ;

their camp was again well

fupplied with provifions \ and, in a few days

after the battle, the fix thoufand men ex-

pected with the capitan pacha arrived.

Two days after the battle of Aboukir, fir Sidney

Smith, by authority from the naval and military

commanders in chief, propofed to general Friant,

who commanded at Alexandria, the evacuation of

Egypt, and the return of the troops to France with-

out being confidered as prifoners of war ;
but that

their fhipping, artillery, and {lores, mould be delivered

to the Englifh. This proportion was refufed by the

general, with expreffions of furprife that an offer fo dif-

refpeclful
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rdpectful to the army of the Eaft and to himfelf fhould C A p.

XXXI f

be made, and with aflurances that circumilances by no ^__VJ^^"

means warranted the propofal, but the army would i80^

defend Egypt to the laft.

At the fame period, captain Beavor of the navy,

with fome feamen and marines, took the caravanfery

which the French had eftablifhed as a poft command-

ing the entrance into lake Edko. As general Hutchin-

fon, the fuccefibr of Abercromby, was not fufficiently

ftrong to attack Alexandria, he improved this

advantage by detaching a fmall portion of

the Britifh force, and four thoufand Turks under

the command of colonel Spencer, againfl Rofetta.

After a painful march through the defert, the united

troops, {lightly oppofed by the French, who were

eight hundred in number, took the place, blockaded

fort St. Julien, and advanced with the main body to

ElHamed.

On the news of this unexpected fuccefs,

for Rofetta might have made a long defence,

general Hutehinfon, apprifed of the fears of the

French by a letter from Menou found in the pocket

of general Roize, cut the canal of Alexandria, the

pride and peculiar care of Egypt, confolidated by the

lapfe of ages, and let the water of the fea into the

lake Mariotis. This meafure threatened the deftruc-

tion of Alexandria, but it flrengthened the left of

the Britifh army ;
and general Hutehinfon gave the

prder for destroying this venerable relic of antiquity

with

13th.
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CHAP, with no lefs reluctance than the foldiers felt joy ill

*X
^L executing it.

isoi. In confequence of this inundation, a great portion

of the forces was fent to fupport colonel Spencer, who

flill remained at El Hamed ; the attack of

the caftle of St. Julien was regularly com-

rnenced, and the capitan pacha, having erected a bat-

tery on the Delta, afforded confiderable affiftance.

After making as good a defence as the nature

of their pofition would allow, the garrifon,

confifling of two hundred and fixty men, yielded at

difcretion, referving, however, their private pro-

perty. The furrender of this caftle fecured the

command of the Nile
;
but the capitulation having

been made without the privity of the capitan pacha,

whofe troops were eager to ftorm, a temporary cool-

nefs arofe between him and the Britifh commander.

The eafy acquifition of Rofetta and St. Ju-

lien infpiring fanguine hopes, general Hutch-

infon repaired to the main body of troops at El

Hamed, leaving general Coote with an inadequate

force to maintain the pofition before Alexandria. The

next effort of the army was to be directed againft El

Aft, where the French were flrongly entrenched ; and

the day for advancing was fixed, when the capitan

pacha, from motives of jeaioufy and refentment at

that honourable candour which occafioned the defeat

of the grand-vizier at Heliopolis, infifted that fir Sid-

jiey
Smith mould not act with the army > an order

with
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with which general Hutchinfon was obliged to com- CHAP.
VVYFT

ply, and the hero of Acre retired on board his (hip. So

important a facrifice would not have been made but

under the moft imperious circumftances ;
the army

of the grand-vizier had begun to move, having taken

pofleflion of Salahieh and Balbeis
;
and Murad Bey,

recovering from the terror occafioned by the domi-

neering influence of the French, was preparing to co-

operate wiih the Britifh forces, when his projects were

impeded by the flroke of death.

Four thoufand fbur hundred and twelve

Englifh troops and four thoufand Turks pro-

ceeded towards El Aft, which the French, after

fome flight fkirmifhing, abandoned ;
few were kill-

ed, but thofe who fell were beheaded by the Turks.

The Britifli general remonftrated againft this aft of in-

humanity, and even engaged the capitan pacha in the

caufe
;
but the foldiery anfwered by indignant excla-

mations of " Jaffa ! Jaffa !"

At El Aft the Britifli commander difcovered, by a

paper left through negligence, that the French army
which retreated from that place did not exceed four

thoufand men, and that the plague was
. . . pth.

making dreadful ravages at Cairo. Availing

himfelf of the intelligence thus obtained, general

Hutchinfon moved forward towards the French, who

were potted at Rahmanieh ;
and after an obftinate

{kirmifh, in which the valour and conduct of the

procured rapturous applaufes from the

Turks,
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CHAP. Turks, compelled the republicans haflily to evacuatevYVjT
il ,

the entrenched camp and furrender the village, with

1801. two hundred prifoners and a confiderable quantity

of provifions and artillery. The victors alfo

obtained poffeffion of eighty djerms ;
but the

French, while offering to capitulate, had ungeneroufly

funk all the gun-boats, overturned the artillery on the

batteries into the river, deftroyed the ammunition,

and done all the mifchief poilible ; conduct which

highly exafperated the capitan pacha, and almoft

made the Britifh commander regret the favourable

terms he had been induced to concede.

As the fituation of the republicans grew more em-

barrafled, the remonftrances of the fubordinate ge-

nerals became more warm; and the irritation

of Menou at length increafed to fuch a de-

gree, that he put generals Reynier and Damas, Daure

principal commiflary of the army, and' Boyer adju-

tant commandant, under arreft, and fent them on

board the Lodi and the Union to be conveyed to

France; The former veiiel carrying Reynier was

chafed by Britifh veffels, but effected its efcape ;
the

latter, with the three other captives on board, was

taken, and, among other fpoils, fix thoufand pounds

fterling, the property of general Kleber.

Twenty ftore-fhips and victuallers arriving
10th. /.

at Aboukir with a reinforcement or a thou-

fand and fifty-fix men, increafed the fpirits and confi-

dence of the army 5 feveraj detached bodies of Frenchr
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men fent out on different fervices were cap- _ CHAP.

tured, particularly two hundred of the dro-

medary corps, fixty-nine artillery men, three hundred

and thirty infantry, with one piece of cannon, a ftand

of colours, and a train of four hundred and fixty

camels. The active hatred of the Arabs rendered

the fituation of the French additionally dangerous ;

no fmall parties could be detached on any fervice :

and fince general Hutchinfon's departure from El

H'amed, he had in different expeditions taken nearly

a thoufand men, with no greater lofs than that of

four men killed and eighteen wounded. To augment
the diftrefs of the French, a fquadron which had

failed under the command of rear-admiral Gan-

theaume was prevented by the vigilance of the Britifh

fleet from landing an intended reinforcement, and

obliged to return to France, after taking theSwiftfure

cf feventy-four guns ;
but five tranfports fell into the

hands of the Englifh, laden, not with /military or

naval {lores, but with philofophical apparatus for the

fawns i and carrying as paflengers, not a reinforce-

ment of foldiers, but a troop of comedians. To thefe

difappointments and mortifications the re-

publicans had to add the unexpected cir-

cumflance of the defeat of eight thoufand of their

troops under general Beliard, who had marched

from Cairo for the purpofe of attacking the grand-

vizier at El Hanka. The victory was not, in a mili-

tary view, of great moment; as the French retreated in

goo4
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CHAP, good order, though they left three hundred killed and
VVV TT

L! _j wounded on the field : but it repreffed their fanguine

isoi. hopes of feeing another Heliopolis, and taught the

Turks confidence, by proving that their adverfaries,

though generally fuccefsful, were not invincible.

After his victory, the grand-vizier pufhed on to

Heliopolis, where every recollection rendered inef-

timably precious the title of conqueror with which

he was greeted. He was reinforced by a confiderable

body of Englifh : and received a vifit from
33d to 29th. , TT i . r i.

general Hutchmfon, whom he entertained

with diftinguifhed ceremony and all the pomp of

Turkim flate. His army was increafed to thirty thou-

fand men, by the junction of Arabs and every clafs

of the inhabitants of Egypt; but their miferable ap-

pearance, filth, and want of difcipline, rendered them

an unfeemly and even loathfome fight. At this in-

terview, however, the grand-vizier certified in writ-

ing, that unlefs the fiege of Cairo was undertaken he

had every reafon to fear that his army, which had col-

lected chiefly in the hope of plunder, would difband ;

and general Hutchmfon, yielding to his remonflrance,

inftru&ed him to make movements exactly parallel to

4th to 23d h*s own - The city was capable of a good
June, defence, but no reafonable hope could be en-

tertained of ultimate triumph ;
and therefore, after a

fiege of twenty days, diftinguifhed by no military oper-

ation worth recounting, a conference was opened,

and Cairo furrendered. The French were to inarch

to
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to Rofetta with their arms, baggage, and artillery, CHAP.
XXXII

and thence to Aboukir, to be conveyed, at the ex-
i

pence of the allied powers, to their own country. The

total number of the garrifon, including feven hundred

and fixty native troops, was thirteen thoufand fevea

hundred and fifty-four.

General Hutchinfon was ftrengthened by the ar-

rival of feven thoufand four hundred and fifty-fix men

from India, under general Baird
; and general Coote,

who flill maintained his pofition before Alexandria,

was reinforced by a ftrong detachment from England,

and by the regiments of Watteville and the ChafTeurs

Britanniques, the refidue of the brave army of Conde,

amounting to about eighteen hundred men. Nothing

worthy of record had occurred in this quarter fince

the departure of general Hutchinfon, except the

burning of the Iphigenie, a French frigate, in the

road of Aboukir, and the refufal of lord Keith to

permit the departure of ihefavans arid their fuites for

France. The motive of this prohibition was to pre-

vent the protraction of the fiege which would be oc-

cafioned by the faving of fubfiftence for fifty perfons :

in this he followed the example of Menou himfelf,

who for the fame reafon refufed to take into the city

the company of comedians fent from France and taken

by lord Keith.

The intelligence of the furrender of Cairo occa-

lioned great regret and furprife ; general Menou was

incenfed

s



752 , &ISTORY OF FRANCE.

CHAP, incenfcd againfl Beliard, whofe duty it was, in lib

t_ ^ ^opinion, to have refilled to the lafl extremity, and, by
isoi.

dividing the Britifh force, to have prevented their

combining to ad againft Alexandria. The French

being embarked according to the terms of capitula-

tion, the Britifh troops from Cairo arrived

before Alexandria
;

and being joined by

general Hutchinfon, commenced ferious operations.

An attempt was made to fend in M. Efteve,

the French paymafter-general from Cairo, as

a flag of truce
;
but to fuch an excefs were the fu-

fpicions of Menou carried, that he was not
i ft- V\

allowed to enter. The fiege was formed by

general Coote on the weftern fide, who, taking the

command of a large body of troops, embarked them

on the inundation ;
and having efteded a landing

near the defired fpot, took his pofition along a ridge of

fleep quarries, his right to the inundation, and his left

to a fandy plain which extended to the fea. General

Hutchinfon, to make a diverfion in his favour, com-

menced a general attack to the eaftward 5 which pro-

duced the defired effect. After great prepa-

ratory labours, general Coote opened a bat-

tery againft fort Marabou, deftroyed the fignal tower,

and obliged the garrifon, confiding of a hundred

and ninety-five men, to furrender prifoners of war.

Animated by this fuccefs, and feven floops

of war, Englifh and Turkifh, having entered

the



HISTORY OF FRANCE* 753

xxxir.

1601.

Sfith.

30th.

the harbour, general Coote took a pofition clofe under C a A

the works of the town, near the redoitte des bains.

The French made fome oppofition, but were com-

pelled to retreat with the lofs of many lives and feven

pieces of ordnance. The remaining opera-

tions were carried on with great fpirit and

vigour till the firft parallel on the weft fide of Alex-

andria was nearly completed, when thirty pieces of

heavy artillery would have been brought to play

upon the town. At this juncture Menou

)btained a ceflation of hoflilities, and com*

lenced a negotiation which terminated in a fur-

render. The garrifon, amounting to eleven thou-

md five hundred, were allowed to preferve all

their private /property and papers, and to be em-

>arked in ten days for France with their arms and

>aggage and tea pieces of cannon. They were to

receive all the honours of war, and not be confidered

as prifoners, but conveyed to a French port in the

Mediterranean. Their fhips of every kind in the

larbour were delivered to the captors. The mem-

>ers of the Inftitute were allowed to carry away
their inftruments of art and fcience brought from

Tance
;
but all manufcripts, flatues, and other col-

lions made for the republic, were to be confidered

as public property and given up. Such were the

principal conditions of the furrender of Alexandria :

the fhips of war, fix in number, were divided be-

VOL. II. 3 c tween
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CHAP, tween theEnglifh and the Turks, and all the other
XXXII
i, ^ .J fpoils were fimilarly fhared ; the moiety which fell to

isoi. the Britifh being fiibfequently fubdivided between

the army and navy *.

The expulfion of the French from Egypt, an

event fo glorious to the Britim arms, was in fact the

termination of the conteft between the two countries.

Negotiations for peace had long been maintained, and

the French government being neceflarily firfl

apprifed of the events which had taken place,

haitened to conclude a preliminary treaty. This was,,

after many delays, followed by a definitive compact,

2?th March m v*rtue f which Great Britain reftored

1&02. to the republic and her allies all conquefts

made during the war, except the iflands of Trinidad

and Ceylon. Many other articles compofed this

treaty, particularly for regulating the manner in

which Malta was to be reftored and guaranteed to the

order f

AT this period, not without fome appearance of

abruptnefs, the prefent narrative is terminated. To

enter into a feries of reflections on the ftupendous

events which have been feebly delineated would re-

* From fir Robert Wilfon, Walfli, Wittman, Reynier, and

ths State Papers.

f See thefe treaties in all the colle&ions.

quire



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 75,

quire a recapitulation too extenfive to produce the CHAP.

defired effect. An hiftory fo eventful affords ground^XI
f

?,

for meditation far too expanded to be comprifed in 1802.

the limits of apophthegmatical axioms, and every

feparate event has given rife to volumes of reflec-

tions far more bulky than thofe which here inclofe

the narration. In (Declining to difcufs the tranfac-

tions which attended and immediately followed the

fignature of the preliminary treaty, it will be per-

ceived that the author has endeavoured to keep the

prefent hiftory entirely free from an appearance of

anticipating thofe events which at a future day wilj

doubtlefs be found fufficiently interefting to merit

the attention of the reader and the labour of the

hiftorian.

FINIS,

KEARSLF.rS
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